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Andy Brennan pute ingenuity to work at Opryland course 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The day Andy 

Brennan found out he was on the waiting list 
for Cornell University, he received an invita-
tion to apply for admission to Vanderbilt 
University here. He decided to go south, and 
has been in the Nashville area since. 

"I was already interested in golf courses," said 
Brennan, who grewup in New Jersey. He started 
hanging around local courses when he was 12, 
started caddying when he was 14, and was 
working on a summer maintenance crew at 17. 

"My initialinterestwasingolf course architec-
ture, and Vanderbilt was offering some inter-
esting programs with their enginering degrees, 
integrating engineereing with other study areas, 
including arts and sciences/' Brennan said. 

With the 

Regale 
EARLY ORDER 

DISCOUNT 
you can 

Control the 
BAD GUYS 

and feed the 
GOOD ONES 
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SAVINGS 

Nothing works better at preventing noxious 
weeds like goosegrass, crowfoot, crabgrass, 
spurge, chickweed and dozens of others than 
RegalStar®. 

RegalStar® is produced by impregnating 
non-burning, slow release Nitroform® gran-
ules with selective herbicides. One applica-
tion prevents weeds and provides sufficient 
nitrogen, in many cases, for an entire grow-
ing season. 

When you order your 1992 RegalStar® needs 
before September 30,1991, you get our val-
uable early order discount. 
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He ended up with an engineering science 
degree from Vanderbilt, with emphasis in civil 
engineering.Thattraininghasbeen abighelpin 
hispresentjobassuperintendentatSpringHouse 
Golf Club at Opryland Hotel. 

Brennan joined Spring House Golf Club 
when ground was broken for the new course 
in April, 1989. Before that, he had been with 
Temple Hills Golf and Country Club in Nash-
ville, the last eight years as superintendent. 
He began at Temple Hills fresh from college, 
first as a working foreman, then assistant 
superintendent, and finally as superintendent 
from 1981-1989. 

He saw the new Spring House course as an 
exciting challenge. The 7,007-yard course 
was carved out of farmland on the west bank 
of the Cumberland River on the east side of 
Nashville, not far from the Opryland Hotel. 

The course is named after the old stone 
spring house, built in the late 1800s and still 
covering a running spring that bubbles out of 
the limestone bluffs. 

Brennan said the course is blessed with 
good, silly river bottom soil instead of the 
rocky, heavy clay soils that cover much of the 
area. "Although it's a fine-particle soil, it can 
get hard quickly in dry weather, so it requires 
a lot of aeration and top dressing." 

The flat, river bottom area was built up with 
bumps and mounds in construction to make it a 
"British Open" type course, said Brennan. Rocky 
bluffe along the west side of the course and the 
winding Cumberland River along the east side 
make for tricky wind shifts. 

The Spring House course was built by Land-
scapes Unlimited ofLincoln, Neb. Itwasdesigned 
by Larry Nelson Design Associates. Golfscapes 
of Arlington, Tex., was the architect 

The course opened for play in September, 
1990, thanks in part to the fact that much of 
the course was sodded. 4<We felt the invest-
ment in sod would be well spent in getting the 
turf established faster," Brennan said. "We 
sodded the greens, tee banks and bunker 
faces. Fairways werfe sprigged, but because 
of the nature of the terrain, one good rain 
would wash out a lot of sprigging on the 
slopes, so we put in sod." 

Sodding began in April and was completed in 
mid-August Greens are Penncross bentgrass; 
419 Tifway Bermuda was used on the rest 
Because of a severe winter in mid-Tennessee, 
much sod suffered winter kill, so Spring House 
brought in sod from a number of suppliers. 

Brennan said he was lucky to obtain use of 
a new top dresser, designed by Cushman, 
after the sod was lain. "We used it to fill in the 
seams and top dressed frequently as the sod 
was taking hold. One pleasant surprise was 
that, because of the fifth wheel design of the 
unit and the resulting low ground pressure, 
we were able to top dress the greens without 
worryiing about compaction or rutting. 

"It hauled a lot more sand, but left virtually 
no tracks in the turf so it had no more impact 
than regular, smaller top dressing units." 

The fifth wheel top dresser was used exten-
sively during grow-in on the greens. 'We put on a 
lotofmaterial—basically ranitalmostwideopen," 
Brennan said. "It saved us time and labor." 

Brennan top dresses the greens with a mix 
of 80 percent sand and 20 percent spagmum 
plat. The construction contract called for left-

over mix to be stockpiled at the course, and 
the grounds crew is using that stockpile. 

He said Spring House was built specifically 
for guests of the 1,891-room Opryland hotel, 
which operates at about 85 percent capacity 
year-round. 'The majority of play will be by 
convention-goers, so we anticipate a wide 
range of golf ability by players," he said. "Our 
hope is to keep play to about 40,000 rounds 
per year. We don't want to overdo it." 

The course will be open year-round, but 
because of the sometimes wide fluctuations 
in weather in mid-Tennessee, Brennan may 
have to close the course at times. The 18-hole 
course is par 72 and is built with five sets of 
tees to accommodate varying golfer skills. 

Although annual precipitation in the area 
ranges around the 40-45 inch mark, Spring 
House course is equipped with "wall-to-wall" 
irrigation, with some 1,400 sprinkler heads, 
all computer controlled. Water supply comes 
from the course's own wells. 

"This organization does everything first 
class, and the Spring House Golf Club at 
Opryland fits in that category." 

Model JP 

Do a 7,500 sq. ft. green in 15 minutes. 
Easy to mount onto either your Jacob-
sen or Toro greensmower with model 
JP or TP. Two section blade that is free 
floating and will follow any contour of 
your greens. Made of heavy gauge 
metal and width is 72 inches. 
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4 THE GLEANER 
A CORE PLUG PUSHER 
The gleaner was invented by Mr. 
Don Martinez, a foreman at a golf 
course in Northern California. We 
introduced it for him at the Golf 
Show in 1986 and it was a great 
success with you, the golf course 
supt., and we thank you. Mr. Don 
Martinez has now received his 
U.S. Patent #4,712,623 and we 
are the only authorized manufac-
turer of his invention. We are still 
setting up distribution centers 
across the U.S. and in those 
areas that we do not have a dis-
tributor we can ship direct to you 
via U.P.S. And if anyone is not 
completely satisfied just ship it 
back collect and you will be guar-
anteed your money back. Sug-
gested retail for Model TP is 
$470.00 and for Model JP is 
$500.00. 

SAVE TIME, LABOR 
& MONEY!! 
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B.H. SALES 
P.O. BOX 3467 

SANTA ROSA, CA 95402 

(707) 823-2107 




