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Rupp targets international market for NGF

By Mark Leslie

The new chairman of the Na-
tional Golf Foundation board of
directors said the NGF will get
involved in golf internationally
while remaining active inside the
United States.

Glenn Rupp, presidentand chief
executive officer of Wilson Sport-
ing Goods Co. in River Grove, Ill.
said: “We are partly research-
driven in terms of keeping track of
course construction, golfers, et
cetera... Our numbers for the U.S.
are good, but the knowledge and
integrity of our data is significantly
less outside the U.S. We want that
to change.”

Rupp said the NGF’s first inter-
national project is a study being
planned with a firm in Canada “to
gethard numbers on the Canadian
market.”

Thisextraresearch, he said, will
not necessitate adding staff at the
Jupiter, Fla., headquarters. “We
have a well-run organization and a
professional staff who can handle
some extra challenges,” he said.

Rupp was elected on Jan. 27,
succeeding W. Morris Walton,
chairman of Burton Manufacturing
Co.Waltonhad had been chairman
for two years.

Rupp, who served as vice chair-
man under Walton, is joined by
Vice Chairman Charles J. Yash,
general manager and corporate
vice president for the Golf Division
of Spalding Sports Worldwide;
Secretary Wally Uihlein, president
and chief executive officer of
Titleist and Foot-Joy Worldwide;
and Treasurer Peter Bonanni,
publisher of Golf Magazine.

Officers serve one-year terms
and can be re-elected for an addi-
tional term.

Rupp deflected some of the criti-
cism leveled at the NGF for its
optimistic projections of the de-
mand for golfin the next 10 years.
The NGF has said the country
needs to add one golf course a day
through the year 2000 to meet the
demands oftheincreasing number
of golfers. Some have called that
estimate into question.

“Wesstill believe —in spite of the
criticism — that over the next 10
years, the (inadequate) supply of
golf courses, particularly in large

increase par-
ticipation in
public golf.”
The NGF,
through its
consulting di-

vision, will
continuetodo
feasibility o
studies and it o
assist those interested in building a
golf course, he said.

The foundation will also devote
more attention to “environmental
concerns that all of us in the indus-

try have from the standpoint of ex-
isting golf courses and the envi-
ronmentalimpact of future courses.”

Rupp said of the effect of the
recession and Gulf War on the in-
dustry: “It’s difficult to predict. We
surveyed rounds played in the third
quarter of 1990 and it was up 2-3
percent.

“The consumer will probably be
reluctant to purchase big-ticket
items like clubs. That part of the
industry may suffer. And I suspect
the waiting lists to get into private
country clubs will get shorter. They

had gotten quite long. Things like
that will happen but I would hope
we will continue to see solid num-
bersinterms of people participating
in the game.”

In regard to the NGF's affiliation
with other golf associations, Rupp
said: “We work closely with the
Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America and we are
very, very pleased the USGA
(United States Golf Association) has
contributed a substantial amount of
money to do research in the area of
the environment.

“We welcome the opportunity to
work with all interested parties, in-
cluding the EPA (Environmental
Protection Agency), in determining
whatisthe netimpactofgolfcourses
on the environment, and, if there
are problems, what can be done to
correct them.

“This is a long-term issue and a
serious one for our industry. And it
is important for us to have the facts
on it. It is such a complex issue
scientifically. You can'’t just do a
$50,000 study and be done with it.”
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