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Walk-behind greens mowers

By Peter Blais
With golfers constantly demanding better
conditions, courses that can afford them are

a monster. They expect perfection.
“There’s a definite advantage to walk-be-
hind mowers. You generally get a better

Association Green Section’s Great Lakes Re-
gion office. “There’s a conversion to walk-
behind mowers at some (upscale) courses.

Exclu sive favoring walk-behind rather than riding quality of cut,lesscompaction, notriplexring  But budget constraints keep many courses
greens mowers, according to industry ex- and no hydraulic leaks like you sometimes  from buying them.”
perts. get with riding mowers. ” Price isn’t the problem, according to
SU rvey Referring to the modern golfer, Dave “We like walk-behind mowers because Ransomes, Inc. Director of Customer Service
Fearis, superintendent at Blue Hills Country  they generally do a better job,” agreed Jim BudMuser. Walk-behind mowers costaround
Clubin Kansas City, Mo.,said: “We'vecreated ] atham, director of the United States Golf  $3,000apiece, ariding unit$10,000to $15,000,
Company Model Cutting Bed knife for Cutting Weight Mowing) Clutch Engine Fuel
height (in.) 1/8&in. cut width (in.)  (bs.) speed (mph) material type capacity (qts)
Bunton Co. GS13 5/32-19/16 Tournament 22 174 35 N/A 4cycle 2.64
4601 E. Indian Trail GS26 5/32-19/16 Tournament 26 203 3.5 N/A 4cycle 2.64
Louisville, Ky. 40213
W.D. ‘Skip’ Ewing
502-966-0550
Circle #301
Deere & Co. 22R 7/64-3/4 Standard 3.0 mm 22 180 4.1 Non-asbestos disk 4cycle 3.16
John Deere Rd. 22 7/64-3/4 Standard 3.0mm 22 209 32 Belts 4-cycle 3.16
Moline, Ill. 61265-8098
Bob Tracinski
309-765-4459
Circle #302
Jacobsen Textron Championship 5/64-7/16  Low profile, 0.200 thick 19.37 181 29 Non-asbestos, friction mat'l 2-cycle 424
1721 Packard Ave. Standard 5/64-7/16  Low profile, 0.200 thick 22 183 29 Non-asbestos, friction mat'l 2-$4-cycle 4.24
Racine, Wis. 53403
Diane Ellsworth
414-637-6711
Circle #303
Ransomes Inc. Greenspro 22 1/81/2 Standard 22 220 4 Dog-type reel clutch 4cycle 3.16
Johnson Creek, Wis. 53038 Maria Large 414-699-2000 304
One Bob-Cat Lane Greenspro 20 1/81/2 Standard 20 203 4 Dog-type reel clutch 4cycle 3.16
Johnson Creek, Wis. 53038
Maria Large
414-699-2000
Circle #304
Toro Co. Greensmaster 105 5/32-11/16 N/A 21 186 3.6 Non-asbestos friction discs  4-cycle 4
8111 Lyndale Ave. Greensmaster 1000 5/54-1/2 1/8 Tourney or Micro 21 218 3.5 V-belt idler 4cycle 3.16
Bloomington, Minn. 55420
Denny Brown
612-887-8805
Circle #305
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Seed Propagated, Turf-type Bermudagrass
NuMex SAHARA has all the good qualities of common. ..
plus! Ideal for turf use throughout all bermudagrass areas
of the world.

NuMex SAHARA is the seeded turf-type improved bermuda-
grass you have been waiting for. Its appearance — fine leaf
texture, dark green color, and uniformity — sets it apart
from common bermudagrass. Make SAHARA your choice in
bermudagrass today!
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SPONSORED VARIETY

-V"' U.S. Plant Variety
PVP Protection #8800010

P.O. Box 60578  Phoenix, Arizona 85082-0578
(602) 437-4058 * 1-800-8-SAHARA (872-4272)
FAX. (602) 437-0245

TELEX: 165141 A/B - FM. CORP.

'GUETTLER & SONS

INCORPORATED

specializing in
Complete Turnkey Golf Course Construction
and Renovations

Building Across the United States
Since 1954

Contact Chris Nelson

P.O. Box 1987, Ft. Pierce, FL 34954
Tel: (407) 461-8345

Fax: (407) 461-8039
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he said.

Theproblemisthe labor needed to runthe
walk-behind units.

“One guy can do 18 greens in a single
morning on a riding mower,” Muser said.
“It's going to take several workers, with each
one using his own walk-behind mower, to do
the same job in the same amount of time.
“Most every superintendent would like to

use walk-behind mowers if he could. But
most just don’t have the budget to do it.”
Ransomes’ Executive Vice President Dave
Fondrie estimated that, overall, about 10
percentofU.S. courses manicure their greens
solely with walk-behind units. The rest use
riding mowers or some combination of the
two. The percentage of walk-behind-only
courses increases dramatically, however, at

courses with higher maintenance budgets,
he added.

“You get less compaction, less likelihood
of scalping and better striping capabilities
withthewalk-behinds,” Fondrie said. “There’s
a trend back to the walk-behinds at courses
where members demand a higher level of
performance and appearance.”

The mechanics of the walk-behind greens

gaining popularity around country

mower has changed little over the years,
according to Dave Buchanan of Jacobsen
Textron.

“It’'s basically stillan engine and areel,” he
said.

The biggest advances have come in turf-
grooming attachments and the thickness of
bed knives, he said.

Continued on page 34

Brake

Number Traction drive Number of
available?  of blades service centers
Yes 9 Chain to drive 31
Yes 9 Chain to drive 31
No 9 Single roller chain drive 77
Yes 9 Dual roller chain drive 77
Yes 9 Chain in oil-tight housing 80

Yes 9 Chain in oil-tight housing 80
No 10 Chain drive via centrifugal clutch N/A
No 10 Chain drive via centrifugal clutch N/A
No 9 V-belt, gear box, differential 48
Yes 11 Positive drive belt, differential, split drums 48

Grass Grass catcher

cap. (bu.) material?

N/A Plastic

N/A Fiberglass

1 Polyethylene

1 Polyethylene

N/A Formed plastic, steel-reinforced
N/A Formed plastic, steel-reinforced
1.64 Polyethylene

15 Polyethylene

N/A ABS plastic

N/A Polyethylene

Attachments

Brush, thatcher
Brush, thatcher

Tournament bedknife. transport wheels
Rotary brush, vertical cutter

Turf Groomer, 3 front rollers
Turf Groomer, power vertical reel

Verti-groom, brush & comb

Verti-groom, brush & comb

Brush, comb
Wheel kick stand, turf groomer

® Upward to 50% water savings

to the root.
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REDUCE WATER COSTS,
INCREASE TURF QUALITY

with

1 E

POROUS CERAMICS
for Root Zone Modification

THE ISBLE (ees-o-ite) ADVANTAGE

@ Remarkable water holding capacity permanently solves drought problem areas.

@ Relieves compaction permanently - hard porous granules will not compress.

® Environmentally safe - will not effect soil chemistry.

@ Hard ceramic granules - will not breakdown, shrink or swell in the soil.

@ 70% porosity - holds water against gravitational and evaporative loss, but releases it

@ Extremely low C.E.C. (1.2-1.9 meg/100g) - will not tie up nutrients.
@ Low bulk density (.5~.6 g/cc) - improves both water and air permeability.
® Low E.C. (.1~.4 mmhos/cm) helps to eliminate salts.

For information on B or a Distributor in your area,

1-800-533-7165
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Walk-behind greens mowers more popular

Continued from page 34

With golfers demanding lower
cuts to get ever faster putting
speeds, “having some type of
grooming unit is becoming very
important in allowing a slightly
higher cut while maintaining
speed,” said Pat Lewis, superinten-
dent at Portland (Maine) Country
Club.

Basically, groomers grab hold of
horizontally growing turfgrass, like
creeping bentgrass, and straighten
it up before cutting it, said
Jacobsen’s Buchanan, whose com-
pany introduced its Turf Groomer™
in 1986. Most manufacturers offer
some type of grooming unit.

Grooming units allow superin-
tendents to cut grass higher, re-
sulting in healthier turf, while often
yielding even faster speeds.
Jacobsen, for instance, claims
regular use of its groomer attach-
ment increases green speed by 25
percent. It also helps eliminate
graining and control thatch.

Grooming units canalso be used
every time a green is mowed, as
opposed to verti-cutting units that
perform some of the same func-
tions, but can be used only occa-
sionally because they are “too ag-
gressive to the grass,” Muser said.
Consequently, grooming units
keep putting speeds uniform year-

“Grooming units are probably the biggest advance in
the past five to 10 years.’
— Dave Buchanan, Jacobsen

round.

“Grooming units are probably
the biggest advance in the past five
to 10 years,” Buchanan said.

Groomershave helped overcome
some of the problems presented by
the other major innovation, thinner
bed knives. The seemingly paper-
thin bed knives on the markettoday
allow cutsaslowas5/64-inch. While

that increases green speed, it puts
tremendous stress on turf and
makes it more susceptible to dis-
ease.

The only way to maintain green
turf at that height is to apply more
chemicals, a practice that puts the
golf industry at odds with environ-
mentalists.

“Twenty years ago you didn’t

This publicationgwes

yougoodreading,

goodwriting

and good arithmetic.

We present the information in our articles clearly, accurately
and objectively. That's good writing. Which means good reading.

We present the information in our circulation statement
clearly, accurately and objectively. That's good arithmetic.

BPA (Business Publications Audit of Circulation, Inc.) helps
us provide precise and reliable information to both advertisers
and readers.

An independent, not-for-profit organization, BPA audits our
circulation list once a year to make sure it's correct and up to
date. The audit makes sure you are who we say you are.

This information enables our advertisers to determine if they
are reaching the right people in the right place with the right
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message.

The audit also benefits you. Because the more a publication
and its advertisers know about you, the better they can provide
you with articles and advertisements that meet your information

needs.

BPA. For readers it stands for meaningful information. For
advertisers it stands for meaningful readers. Business
Publications Audit of Circulation, Inc.
360 Park Ave. So., New York, NY 10010.

MEDIA

INTELLIGENCE

BPA

even think about the 1/8-inch cuts
that are so common today. People
laughed at you ifyou went below 3/
16-inch. With the new bed knives
you can go well below 1/8inch,”
Fearis said.

“Theolder bed knives were much
thicker,” Museradded. “Theylasted
longer, but you were limited to how
close you could cut by the blade’s
lip height. Now everyone has these
tournament knives with virtuallyno
lip. They cut lower, but they don't
last as long. You sacrifice blade life
for a low cut.”

While the life of a bed knife may
be short, the walk-behind mower
itselfis likely to live to a ripe old age.

“If you've got a good mechanic,
you can run these things for years,”
Latham said. “When they get too
old to use on greens, they can be
used on tees and the approaches to
greens. Chicago Golf Club just re-
moved some 20-year-old units from
service.”

Ahandful of companies sell walk-
behind greens mowers including
Bunton Co., Deere & Co., The Toro
Co., Jacobsen and Ransomes. How
does a superintendent choose the
right unit for his course?

“Getademo of each type,” Fearis
recommended. “Let the people who
cut your greens try them all. Then
survey each one. Usually there is
overwhelming support for one par-
ticular model.”

Turf 2nd only
to tobacco
in N. Carolina

CHARLOTTE,N.C.—Turfgrass
ranks second to tobacco in eco-
nomic impact in North Carolina,
accordingto the state’s Department
of Agriculture.

This body estimates that impact
to exceed S1 billion in the 1990s. An
economic impact study in 1986
valued annual turfgrass expendi-
tures at $734 million.

Turf industry news was discussed
attheannualNorth Carolina Turfgrass
Convention and Trade Show.

“The work we have begun this
year,” said Ray Avery, president of
the Turfgrass Council of North
Carolina,” shows the importance of
turfgrassto ourstate. We have made
real progressin setting upthe North
Carolina Turfgrass Foundation,
which will help support the con-
tinuing research efforts of North
Carolina State University’s Agri-
cultural Extension Service and the
Turf Work Group and help all of us
provide the best quality turf.”

Avery is golf course superinten-
dent at Quail Hollow Country Club
in Monroe.

“Asthe turfindustry continuesto
grow, so will our need to reach all
segments of the turfgrass industry
— everyone from homeowners to
commercial developers, from mu-
nicipal maintenance to sod produc-
erswill benefit from our efforts with
the Turfgrass Council,” said Sam
Linker, immediate past president
of the Turfgrass Council and su-
perintendent at Mallard Head
Country Club in Mooresville.
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