
>LF COURSE 

HEWS 
International Conference 

and Show Coverage 
For detailed news stories on the 

62nd annual event, 
see pages 10-17 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

A UNITED PUBLICATION 

VOLUME 3, NUMBER 3 

MARCH 1991 

I N S I D E 

PGA West 
Annual rainfall is less than two inches, summer tem-
peratures hit 110, so courses using heat- and drought-
hardy vegetation 22-23 

Chicago hot 
Land of golfing tradition busts out in renewed build-
ing binge 30-31 

Greens mowers 
Greens more and more pampered by precision 
equipment 32-34 

Father of invention 
Pop Erswell was the first in a long line of innovative 
golf-lovers 42 

Daily fee golf course funding sources 

• Cash 
9 Limited partners 
@ Savings & loans 
fl Commercial banks 
H Other 

Source: NGF 

C O U R S E M A I N T E N A N C E 

USGA honors Dr. Troll 21 
Jackson speaks out on need for fungicides 21 
Bill Emerson a pioneer in reconstruction 24 

C O U R S E D E V E L O P M E N T 

Indians hold up Early Winters progress 37 
New technology can 'see' underground 37 
Course projects number in hundreds 38-39 

C O U R S E M A N A G E M E N T 

Tournament preparation often requires experts... 45 
Nicklaus, Marriott ink agreement 45 

S U P P L I E R B U S I N E S S 

PGA show draws record crowd 49 
Exhibitors use show to build business 49 

Japanese firms stay active 
By Mark Leslie 

Cosmo World, Nitto Kogyo America 
and Sports Shinko lead the "players" in 
the Japanese surge of megamillion-dol-
lar buyouts of premier U.S. golf proper-
ties. 

According to a report prepared by 
Mead Ventures, Inc. of Phoenix, Ariz., 

the Japanese search for long-term re-
turn on investments and their love for 
golf are keeping real-estate brokers busy 
in the United States. 

The Japanese interest to buy, coupled 
with a growing willingness of American 
course owners to sell, have created an 
active marketplace. 

"Over 100 golf course owners have 
contacted me to find buyers or joint 
venture partners—looking for financial 
relief some way," said Donald Wizeman, 
president of the U.S.-Japan Golf Associa-
tion based in Myrtle Beach, S.C. "Sellers 
are from all over the country. I probably 

Continued on page 28 

Seven Bridges, the 
centerpiece of a ma-
jor development in 
Woodbridge, will open 
in July as the latest in 
a number of new golf 
courses around Chi-
cago. (See story on 
page 30.) The view 
from the 5th green 
over the 6th tee to the 
6th green shows the 
edge of the DuPage 
County Forest Pre-
serve in the back-
ground. Designed by 
Dick Nugent, Seven 
Bridges will be a high-
end public 18-hdle 
course. Residential 
units, a hotel, com-
mercial center and 
offices are planned for 
the project It lies be-
tween Naperville and 
Lisle. 
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Builders' new director 
puts priorities in place 
Philip Arnold takes charge of association 

By Mark Leslie 
LAS VEGAS, Nev. — The new ex-

ecutive director of the Golf Course 
Builders of America wants to develop 
an association that can guarantee 
credibility in construction, educate po-
tential lenders, and join with other 
groups on the environmental front. 

Philip A. Arnold, who was approved 
Feb. 11 to succeed the late Don Rossi, 
said: "I'm continuing what Don wanted 
to do — to give our members more. I 
wantto deliver substance, notjustform, 
to this group." 

Perry Dye, re-elected to a third term 
as president of the GCBA, said: "We 
tried to mix Don's vision with the talent 
that is on the market. We found Phil." 

Vice president of the National Golf 
Foundation for the past 2-1/2 years, the 
44-year-old Arnold said he will present 
to the GCBA's August meeting a plan to 
certify all members of the association 
— from builders to blenders. 

"Each of our seven categories of 
members will have a certification pro-
cess to go through," Arnold said. 4iWe 
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Surviving 
the California 
drought 
By Peter Biais 

With some creative course manage-
ment, California golf courses are man-
aging to survive the six-year drought 
that has plagued that state, according to 
Dr. M. Ali Harivandi. 

Most of California depends on melt-
ing winter snows for summer irrigation. 
With snowpacks way down, golf courses 
will likely experience an upcoming 
summer of even tighter watering re-
strictions, the University of California 
Cooperative Extension researcher said 

Continued on page 17 

USGA funds standardized lab tests 
By Peter Blais 

A Cornell University profes-
sor will spend the next year 
standardizing the laboratory 
test procedures used to deter-
mine whether putting green 
soils meet United States Golf 
Association specifications. 

Dr. Norm Hummell will 
devote his one-year sabbati-
cal to the effort beginning in 
July, although he has already 
done some preliminary 
work, according to USGA 
Green Section Director Jim 
Snow. The Green Section will 

pay Hummell's salary. 
The turfgrass extension 

specialist will meet with 
representatives from soil-
testing labs, universities and 
companies in the golf course 
development business. 
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