MIZE DESIGNING FIRST COURSE

Larry Mize is best remembered by the
golfing public for an in-the-cup pitch on the
second playoff hole against Greg Norman to
win the 1987 Masters at Augusta (Ga.) Na-
tional. Augusta is his birthplace.

He hopes to score solidly, if less spec-
tacularly, with his first golf course design
venture, an 18-hole tract on the northernmost
island of Japan.

Though his firm is titled Larry Mize Tra-
ditional Design, Mize insists he’s flexible.

“I'mmoreinto traditional design than some
of the new stuff,” he said. “But I can mix it up
a little.”

He feels 10 years on the tour has provided
strong background for his new field.

GRAVES LAYOUT OPENS IN AUGUST

BEND, Ore. — Officials expect an August
opening of nine holes at Seventh Mountain
GolfVillage, an 18-hole championship course
under construction 14 miles from Mt. Bach-
elor Adjacent to the Inn of the Seventh
Mountain.

Robert Muir Graves has designed the
course. It will be a resort facility with 107
homesites and a proposed condominium
development.

The course will have Penncross bentgrass
USGA-constructed greens, ryegrass/blue
grass/fescue-blended fairways and roughs,
and continuous cart pathsinanatural forested
setting, according to superintendent Walter
Mattison, who has been with the project
since construction began.

Walt Porterfield Jr., who has been at
Sunriver in central Oregon, will be the head
golf professional.

DOTHAN MUNI A QUESTION MARK

DOTHAN, Ala. — Two Dothan residents
aren’t sold on the city’s involvement in at-
tempts to procure a municipal golf course.

Mark Pepe asked the Dothan City Com-
mission why fundsare available to participate
in a possible Alabama Retirement Systems
golf complex if “we can’t get adequate fund-
ing for schools, recreation, roads and sewer
and water.”

The state Retirement Systems has been
officially invited by the city to consider amore
than 500-acre tract of land for development
into an $8million to $10-million golf complex
similar to those scheduled for development
in Birmingham, Huntsville, Opelika and
Mobile.

Pepe also asked what the city plans to do
with the Jeffcoat property, a 200-acre city-
owned property under consideration for a
municipal golf development.

Tim Sherman asked who would be respon-
sible for running the complex and who would
do feasibility studies.
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Clark: ASGCA taking major step, releasing
environmental document by year’s-end

By Mark Leslie

With golfcourse projects facing constantly
stiffer permitting tests nationwide, the
American Society of Golf Course Architects
is taking immediate steps to resolve dis-
putes.

Newly elected President Tom Clark said
by the end of the year the ASGCA should be
distributing a document detailing informa-
tion on all facets of golf course development
and maintenance from fertilization to wild-
life. The package will be sent to the many
federal, state and local agencies involved in
the permitting process.

“We have very good factual information
and need to publicize it, tell the government
about exactlywhatwe do. We don't overdose
with nitrates, pesticides and herbicides. We
have all these studies to show that we don’t.
Soinstead of asking all these same questions
at every hearing, these agencies will have
this information on hand and won’t have to
ask the questions or be concerned about
them. There will be other issues that will
crop up, such as with wildlife...”

“Permittingis our Number One problem,”
Clark said from his Kensington, Md., office.
“We're gathering all the information. It's
available. Everybody’s doing studies but
nobody’s coordinating them. We justneed to
get it out and publicized.

“T'll be working with the Allied Associa-
tions of Golf, the GCSAA (Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association of America),
USGA (United States Golf Association) and
others to help expedite this.”

An ASGCA committee with members from
a cross-section of North America will work
with Co-chairmen Don Knott of Palo Alto,
Calif., and Bill Love of Ault/Clark.

Clark said the environmental panel’s sec-

Continued on page 31

Kiln Creek Golf and Country Club in Newport News, Va., is the latest creation of the American Society of
Golf Course Architects’ new president, Tom Clark of Kensington, Md. This photo, taken in the fall when the
Bermudagrass was dormant, shows the 8th hole and illustrates the wildlife on the course. A par 72 layout,
it stretches from 5,316 to 6,888 yards.

ASGCA hears Brits’ environmental solutions

From a lengthy drought to wildlife preser-
vation, Great Britain’s golf industry faces the
same obstacles as in the United States. But
the English have some different solutions,
the American Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects discovered at their annual meeting.

While the industry in America still oper-
ates without a lobbying group or central in-
formation clearinghouse, the Golf Course
Wildlife Trust serves asaliaison between golf

and conservation bodies in the United King-
dom.

While diverse organizations work sepa-
rately funding turf, water and chemical re-
search in the United States, a corps of scien-
tists in England two years ago formed the
Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecol-
ogy at the University of Kent to resolve en-
vironmental questions.

And while American developers struggle

to compromise with environmental agencies
and groups, British companies like
Ecoschemes Limited are pushing the idea of
“eco-tourism,” making golf courses destina-
tion spots for those who want to golf and
enjoy natural history. Walkwaysin the woods
and meadows would make the golf course
accessible to the public while showing
courses are home to flora and fauna.
Continued on page 35

Ala. state employees financing new courses

Alabama state employees are investing
retirement funds in construction of 12 cham-
pionship-caliber golf coursesin Birmingham,
Huntsville, Opelika and Mobile.

Additional courses are planned, all to be
designed by Roger Rulewich, chief architect
for Robert Trent Jones Sr.

Each site will feature three courses — two
regulation length and a par 3 — for a total of
54 holes. The courses are scheduled to begin
opening this fall.

“This project represents a major break-
through for Alabama golf,” said Dr. David
Bronner, chiefexecutive officer of Retirement
Systems of Alabama (RSA). “We've known
for a long time that golf courses are a sound
investment, so we've taken a leadership role
in their development and construction.”

See related story in briefs.

Bronner added: “Our priority is to improve

the quality oflife and attract more tourists and
retirees to Alabama. Golfisthe ideal meansto
achieve our objectives.”

To oversee its golf development business,
RSA formed Sun Belt Golf, Inc., headed by
former golf pro Bobby Vaughan.

“Each facility will be capable of hosting a
major championship event,” Vaughan said.
“We're not building public courses, but great
courses the public can play on.”

Sun Belt Golf, which constructs, owns and
operatesthe courses, has persuaded municipali-
ties and developers to donate land at each site.

“We haven’t had to buy an acre of land

yet,”said Vaughan, pointing to the 8,000-acre
Birmingham site donated by U.S. Steel. Other
land has been donated in exchange for the
option to build housing.

Each siteisunique, according to Rulewich.

“In designing each of the 12 courses, we
highlighted the area’s outstanding natural
beauty,” said the former president of the
American Society of Golf Course Architects.
“Forexample, at the Opelika course, we made
extensive use of a beautiful 600-acre lake that
comes into play on 30 of the 54 holes.

“Some courses are hilly, others flat,”
Rulewich added. “One has more than 100
bunkers, another none.”

“We have the financial backing, architec-
tural team and experience to expand the
program nationally,” concluded Vaughan.
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Clark: Scientific documents will solve slowdowns in hearings

Continved from page 30

ond task is to build a database.

Members will monitor their regions, col-
lecting information and resources, and shar-
ing solutions from various projects, so the

...We are not going
to be able to
constantly groom
our golf courses the
way we have been.’
— Tom Clark

entire 111-member society can benefit.

“People are all willing to contribute be-
cause we will all benefit from this,” Clark said.
“Others have dealt with the desert tortoise in
the Southwest, or woodpeckers in North
Carolina. We have bog turtles in Delaware.
Let’s share that information.”

Clark, who took the reins as ASGCA presi-
dent from Dan Maples of Pinehurst, N.C., at
April'sannual meeting in England, said mem-
bers will use ideas brought back from the
United Kingdom.

“I think you'll see more people get back to
the basics of good architecture and design
and how we groom golf courses,” he said.
“When we went to Scotland it was in the heart
of the water crisis (1980) as far as where to
water and maintain a golf course, and some of
the ideas we brought back worked nicely.

That works on large-scale sites. It doesn’t
work on nice grouped housing development.
“I think a lot of people have tried to get
across that brown golf courses can make golf
fun. But we continue to groom them to try to
make them all look like Augusta National.”

He said the industry needs to educate the
public.

“Because we have this environmental situ-
ation and the water crisis, we are not going to
be able to constantly groom our golf courses
the way we have been... Also, they must be
designed to work with the natural environ-
ment just like we saw in England, Scotland
and Ireland...

“For instance, Royal County Down in Ire-
land is absolutely beautiful and they maintain
it for $30,000 a year, maximum. We spend
$300,000 to $1 million to maintain a course in
the US.”

Clark said he was surprised to learn the
United Kingdom and Europe face the same
environmental concerns as the United States.

“There is concern that golf courses have
done harm to the environment. We haven't.
Agriculture has. They have the same concern
over there... Any new project in Europe hasto
pass through the same extensive permitting
process we do. We won'’t be building on
linksland anywhere becauseit’sall preserved.
That’s an international trend,” he said.

Clark said the second biggest threat to golf
course development in the United States is
financing — another worldwide situation. He

operation and maintenance, with much ofthe
money being foreign.

predicted the industry will see more compa-
nies packaging course design, construction,
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Make the most of your money, space and time, with Lube Cube aboveground storage
tanks—the most economical alternative to underground storage.

All Lube Cubes meet NFPA-30 and are manufactured, tested and labelled per U/L 142.
Single and double wall units are available.

Lube Cube Hallmark Tank Vaults go one step farther, by providing a six inch concrete
vault between two steel tanks. The Tank Vault has a two-hour firewall rating and is

approved for fuel storage. Dispensing packages are also available.
For more information, call Lube Cube at 800 777-2823.

GET THE WHOLE STORY ON AMERICA’'S
BEST REEL SHARPENING SYSTEM! 2InA Series
To get it you need our 6-page brochure that describes the world’s first Preventing Turf Diseases

true *‘systems” approach to sharpening mower reels...Accurately

(within thousandths), quickly (in as little as 5 minutes) and economi-

cally. One toll-free call today will pay big dividends once you know
the whole story.

CALL TOLL FREE

800-233-4973

IN MN CALL 612/441-6015
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CIRCLE #129

SUMMER PATCH

Appears as small patches of light green
turf, but may fade within hours to
straw color. Prevent disease with Banner®
fungicide at 4 0z./1000 sq. ft. before
fungus becomes active, usually before
soil temperature reaches 70°

©1990 CIBA-GEIGY Corporation, Turf and Or
Always read and follow label directions.
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