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Developer submits chem-free plan 
Sherman Hollow's Truax draws 
fire, support over Green Life use 
By Peter Blais 

HUNTINGTON, Vt. — Hoping to end a six-year battle to 
gain state environmental approval, Sherman Hollow develop-
ers will submit plans to manage the controversial golf course 
without pesticides or fertilizers. 

Sherman Hollow, Inc. will present details of its organic turf 
management program at a July 25 hearing before the same 
Vermont State Environmental Board that voted 2-to-l against 
the project last September because of fears regarding pesti-

cide and fertilizer use. 
The use of a non-toxic soil conditioner called Green Life, 

in conjunction with an organic program, will allow the course 
to be maintained without chemicals, according to Sherman 
Hollow President Paul Truax. 

'This should remove concerns about the use of pesticides 
and fertilizers on the proposed golf course that, for the last six 
years, have prevented Sherman Hollow from receiving a golf 
course permit from the state of Vermont," Truax said. 

Green life has been researched and tested on several 
courses over the past 10 years by a Glendale, Calif., company 
hoping to make inroads into the environmentally conscious 

Continued on page 20 

Maintenance costs 
high all around 
From staff reports 

Paced by a double-digit increase in payroll taxes and 
employee benefits, golf course maintenance costs rose 7.8 
percent at private country clubs in 1990, according to a recent 
survey of 250 facilities. 

Last year's increase brings the national average figure to 
$27,266 per hole and continues the spiraling cost of golf 
course maintenance, which has jumped 500 percent in the 
past 20 years, reported the international accounting firm 
Pannell Kerr Forster in its annual publication Clubs in Town 
& Country. 

The highest per-hole costs occurred in the Far West, 
$34,328. The South, $27,443, East, $25,143, and Midwest, 
$22,567 followed. 

Nationally, payroll ($14,031) along with payroll taxes and 
employee benefits ($2,718) averaged 61.4 percent of per-hole 
maintenance costs. The $16,749 total is more than four times 
greater than the $3,800 spent on the same items 20 years ago. 

Why have labor costs risen so dramatically? Golfers' de-
mands for perfect conditions simply require greater numbers 

Continued on page 19 

Yearly average costs per hole at country clubs 

Florida lawmakers put water law on hold 
By Peter Blais 

The Florida Legislature will delay 
action until next year on a proposed 
water tax that could greatly impact the 
state's $5.5-billion golf industry. 

The Legislature adjourned last month 
before committees released bills to levy 
a 10-cent charge on every 1,000 gallons 
over a water user's allotment — a fee 
some estimate would costmany courses 
$20,000 to $30,000 annually. 

'A lot needs to be 
worked out 
before the 

Legislature goes 
forward. ' 

— Bobby Brantley 

But Gov. Lawton Chiles has prom-
ised to make passage of a water tax a top 

priority when the Legislature reconvenes 
early next year, according to Florida 
Golf Council Executive Director Bobby 
Brantley. 

'"We're pleased the bill didn't pass," 
Brantley said. "A lot needs to be worked 
out before the Legislature goes forward 
with plans to tax water consumption." 

Besides raising much-needed rev-
enue, tax supporters say the extra charge 

Continued on page 12 

GCSAA out $1.4M to McLoughlin 

N E W S P A P E R 

By Mark Leslie 
The Golf Course Super-

intendents Association of 
America will appeal a May 
9 jury verdict in a Topeka, 
Kan., federal district court 
awarding $1,457,742 to 
former Executive Director 

James McLoughlin. 
The jury verdict awarded 

McLoughlin $457,742 for 
breach of a separation 
agreement and $1 million 
for libel — $500,000 com-
pensatory damages and 
$500,000 punitive damages. 

GCSAA attorney Robert 
Ochs said he would first file 
motions with Judge Richard 
Rogers for a new trial, and if 
that is denied, he will appeal 
the decision to the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 10th Cir-

Continued on page 22 



Vermont developer says no-chem maintenance 
Continued from page 1 

golf course market. 
But some golf industry officials 

question the company's claims the 
soil conditioner makes chemicals 
unnecessary. 

'There is no sure-fire organic way 
to take care of agolf course thatlknow 
of," said Dave Otis, director of the U.S. 
Golf Association Green Section 
Northeast Region office, echoing the 
sentiments of several others. 

And even though Truax stressed 
golf course chemicals have not 
proven hazardous anywhere in the 

United States, others feel his deci-
sion to use an organic program will 
cause the public to doubt claims by 
most golf industry officials that 
chemicals are safe and necessary. 

"I feel very badly for anyone who, 
either acting as an educator or as an 
expert in turfgrass, has had their 
credibility questioned and their 
professionalism politicized by this 
proposal," said Mike O'Connor, a 
superintendent and registered lob-
byist with the Vermont Golf Asso-
ciation, who has supported the 
project in the past and feels Truax 

was unfairly 
denied his 
permit last 
year. 

"It seems 
r a t h e r 
strange that, 
after so many 
years of pre-
senting ex-

pert testimony on how to manage a 
golf course with fertilizers and pes-
ticides, that now this one project 
can perform withouttheuseofany... 
I feel he's turned his back on every-

Paul Truax 

one who has helped him." 
Green Life President Lewis 

Zettell said he wrote to Truax and 
told him Green Life may have be 
the solution to his problem after 
reading about the Vermont 
developer'smostrecentpermitting 
setback. 

Zettell said he spent seven years 
researching and the last three years 
field-testing his soil conditioning 
product. Simply put, Zettell claims 
chemicals rob the soil of its natural 
abilities to fight disease and feed 
on naturally occurring nutrients. 

"Watertronics provided a high quality reliable pumping source 

"Thank you for the 
outstanding design, 

r service and operational 
ease of my Watertronics 

Vertical Turbine (VT) Pumping 
Station. 

"After a full season of operation I can 
truthfully say that Watertronics has 

met my expectations of what a system 
can do. I now view Watertronics as one 

of the leaders in the irrigation pumping 
industry. 

"The help and technical guidance I received was 
first rate, correct and understandable. We were in 

full operation within 90 days, which says a lot for 
your attention to detail, scheduling and company 

resource networking. 

"I've had previous experience with hydraulic regulating 
valves and seemed to have continual problems with them. 
Since changing to Watertronics' Programmable Logic 
Pumping System with Electrically Actuated Butterfly Valves, 
these difficulties have been virtually eliminated. 

"The bottom line is that Watertronics provided me with a 
high quality, reliable pumping source capable of keeping 
my flow and pressure right where they should be. This has 
meant more uniform sprinkler coverage and better playing 
conditions." 

Sincerely, 

Chris L. Hague, CGCS 
Hazeltine National Golf Club 

Call today for your O f l i i Q C i : 
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By using pesticides and fertilizers, 
turfgrass becomes dependent on 
chemicals to continue growing. 
When pests and disease become 
immune to a chemical, new chemi-
cals have to be added to fight them. 

"Using chemicals is a real merry-
go-round," Zettell said. 

When Green Life is worked into 
existing golf course turf, Zettell 
claims it rids the soil of the chemi-
cals' residual effects. It rejuvenates 
the soil's natural defense system 
against disease and allows turfgrass 
to use organic material and nitrogen 
it fixes from the air as fertilizer. 

The ability to fix nitrogen (which 
makes up four-fifths of the atmo-
sphere) eliminates the need to 
aerify, he added. Green life also 
reduces water usage and yields a 
turf as good as or superior to 
chemically treated grass, he said. 

"We see golf as a potentially big 
market," said Zettell, adding that 
the product has been field-tested 
on a limited basis at some very well-
known courses. 

"It's going to be a difficult market 
to crack, however. It is dominated 
by the chemical companies, which 
have a very strong relationship with 
superintendents." 

Green Life's acceptance has been 
slowed by superintendents, de-
scribed as a very conservative group 
hesitant to risk their turf's health to 
a new product, according to Horse 
Thief Golf & Country Club super-
intendent Tim Kelly, who claims to 
have successfully used Green Life 
the past four years. 

TheTehachapi, Calif., facility has 
used Green Life since Kelly came 
aboard in 1988. He had used it a 
year previously while at Pine 
Mountain Lake Country Club in 
Frazier Park. 

Kelly said he continually applies 
the liquid to his course through the 
irrigation system, with heavier appli-
cations on greens and tees. He top 
dresses greens regularly with a sand-
peat-steer manure mix and leaves 
clippings on tees and fairways for or-
ganic matter. He also uses Green Life 
in the ponds. The only chemical he 
has employed is for spot treatment of 
dandelions, a practice he hopes to 
completely stop next year. 

"Itwas a goat farm, to put it mildly," 
Kelly said of the course's condition 
when he took it over three years ago. 
The decomposed granitosand greens 
absorbed water "like a sponge," he 
said. Grass roots extended no more 
than 1-1/2 inches into the thatch, 
barely penetrating the soil's surface. 

Three years later, bentgrass roots 
everywhere are at least five inches 
long with some going six and seven, 
Kelly said. Run times are down on 
sprinklers near the greens. One 
square foot of snow mold appeared 
on the course this spring, compared 
to 60 square feet two years ago. 

"We use it in the ponds, too, and 
we haven't had to use any aquatic 
herbicidesoralgaecides,"headded. 

HorseThief has a $2,000monthly 
contractwith Green Life that includes 
unlimited product, laboratory and 
technical support Kelly estimates his 
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plan can keep course healthy despite detractors 
annual chemical bill on a traditionally 
maintained, 18-hole course would be 
50 percent more. 

While it sounds like the magic 
bullet the golf industry has been 
seeking, Green life has its detrac-
tors. 

courts, Truax decided Green Life 
may be his best bet to finally land a 
permit. 

"We believe in the years to come, 
it will be the trend for all new golf 

Patton 
Continued from page 19 
oned. After three years of rough 
seas, Patton was happy to plant his 
feet on the solid ground of Lawrence 
CC. 

It's ironic that the young man 
who turned his back on teaching 
now is confined indoors periodi-
cally, reaching a far larger audience 
eager to learn. 

His "golf play" stipulation remains 
in effect, but seldom is invoked. 

As Patton notes, "Life really is as 
much luck and chance as it is plan-
ning and doing. Times and interests 
change. One thing remains obvious, 
however. We must continue to learn 
and grow to have an interesting life 
and a rewarding career." 

REGAL CHEMICAL CO 
P.O. Box 900 

Alpharetta, GA 30239 
404/475-4837 
800/621-5208 

Alfred Luna, superintendent at 
Los Angeles Royal Vista, used the 
product for almost three years be-
fore going back to traditional main-
tenance practices two years ago. 

"We got very poor results," he 
said. "It looked good at first. But the 
root structure wasn't what they 
claimed it would be. The greens 
turned yellowish. We had weed 
problems because of the steer ma-
nure. We had little clumps of flow-
ers all the time. It was doing more 
damage than good." 

Putting the product on the 27 
greens with a spreader (the liquid 
form wasn't available) twice a week 
was a time-consuming process, Luna 
said. Green Life also recommended 
dumping steer manure in the lakes 
to clean the water, but the manure 
clogged up the irrigation system for 
the next two months, he added. Hie 
greens didn't use less water and 
turned "rock hard" in dry weather. 

Luna was the assistant superin-
tendent when Royal Vista started 
using Green Life. The general 
manager, not the superintendent 
("He didn't like it either," Luna said), 
decided to use it, according to Luna. 

"In my honest opinion, I wouldn't 
recommend using it," Luna said. 

A superintendent at a major Cali-
fornia course, who asked not to be 
identified, experimented with the. 
product and said, "I've never found 
anything that totally removes the 
need for pesticides or fertilizers." 

"If there were a product out there 
that did that (made chemicals un-
necessary), don't you think every-
one would be using it?" asked Green 
Section Western Region Director 
Larry Gilhuly. 

Back in Vermont, faced with 
dropping his multi-million-dollar 
project or continuing his appeals to 
environmental boards and the 

facilities to follow this or similar 
organic turf management pro-
grams," he said. 

"We also feel, with the growing 
public awareness of environmental 
needs, our pesticide-free, fertilizer-
free approach will be a strong mar-
keting tool in selling the course to 
potential members." 

Truax said he expects opponents 
to argue he is going the no-chemi-
cal route to simply get his permit, 
and that he will later ask permission 
to use chemicals after the course is 
open and the grass doesn't grow. 

ArecentiyopenedVermontcourse 
promised not to use chemicals, but 
has already gone back to the state 
seekingtousethem, saidStuartCohen 
of Environmental and Turf Services, 
Inc., a Washington, D.C.-based envi-
ronmental consulting firm. 

"Paul is really sold on it," said 
Sherman Hollow course architect 
Charles Ankrom, adding that his 
research leads him to believe Green 
Life works. "He's getting involved 
personally in marketing it because 
it could be a significant break-
through." 

While concedingTruax "got a raw 
deal" in not receiving his permit, , 
O'Connor said the developer Med to 
consider some of the unique prob-
lems of his proposed site (a shallow 
aquifer, for instance) and the political 
strength abutting landowners could 
muster in opposition. 

O'Connor fears the national pub-
licity Vermont has received over 
Sherman Hollow, and the media 
attention that will continue to focus 
on the course, will scare potential 
developers away. 

"I don't want the golf community 

thinking anything they propose up 
here doesn't have a chance of get-
ting through," he said. "I've gotten 
calls from many people asking 
'Mike, what's going on up there, 
anyway?' Nothing is going on. 

"If s time," he added, "to make the 
rest of the golf industry realize that, in 
Vermont, there will be other golf fa-
cilities that will succeed under Act 250 
(Vermont's primary development 
law). Golf will continue to prosper 
because of the public's desire and the 
willingness to accept what has existed 
for over 100 years in Vermont" 
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