
MAINTENANCE 

Pennington, Cactus officials hail new cleaning technology 
By Lynn Tilt on 

ROLL, Ariz. — Pennington Seed 
Inc. and its associated company, 
Cactus Seed, which is headquar-
tered here, have two secrets they 
arekeepingunderwraps—aunique 
seed huller and a new type of coat-
ing machine for which they are 
seeking a patent. 

'We're able to condition seed two-
and-a-half times quicker than tradi-
tional systems," said Andy Hancock, 
project manager at Cactus. 

Hancock added that the company's 
huller is "gentler on the seed" and has 
'less abrasion than older hullers." 

"We have a couple of machines 
that no one else has, and they're not 
part of any tour we give," he said. 

Along with their hulling and 
coating machines, Pennington and 
Cactusarehavingaproductionmodel 
of a new seed cleaner built in Sweden. 
That kind of cleaner has only been 
usedinEurope,accordingto President 
Brooks Pennington. 

Pennington said his company is 
seeking a patent on the coating 
machine and does not intend to 
make either it or the huller avail-
able in the marketplace. 

Cactus's seed coating includes a 

Major bluegrass 
seed growers 

Allwestern Seeds, Inc., P.O. Box 1688, 
Albany, OR97321; 503-926-9329; Circle #230. 

Ampac Seed Co., P.O. Box 651, 32727 
Hwy. 99E,Tangent, OR97389; 503-928-1651. 
Circle #231. 

Balden Seed Brokerage, 1675 E. Semi-
nole, Suite K-600, Springfield, MO 65804; 
417-881-6669; Circle #232. 

E.F. Burlingham & Sons, P.O. Box 217, 
Forest Grove, OR97116; 503-357-2141; Circle 
#233. 

Cascade International Seed Co., P.O. Box 
4230, Salem, OR 97302; 503-364-4689; Circle 
#234. 

Casterline & Sons Seeds Inc., P.O. Box 
1377, Dodge City, KS 67801; 800-444-4137; 
Circle #235. 

CENEX Full Circle, P.O. Box 11065, Spo-
kane, WA 99211; 509-534-0479; Circle #236. 

Dennis Combs Ag Consultants, 587Third 
St., Lake Oswego, OR 97035; 503-636-2600; 
Circle #237. 

Commercial Seed Exchange, Ltd., 4833 
River Rd. N., Salem, OR97303; 503-390-6600; 
Circle #238. 

Curtis & Curtis, Inc., Start Rt., Box 8A, 
Clovis, NM 88101; 505-762-4759; Circle#239. 

I Robert Dye Seed Ranch, Rte. 1, Box 99, 
Pomeroy, WA 99347; 509-843-3591; Circle 
#240. 

Ellis Bros. Seed Inc., Rte. 1, Box 310, 
Centre, Ala. 35960; 205-927-5561; Circle #241. 

Heart Seed Co., P.O. Box 313, Spokane, 
WA 99012; 509-291-3605; Circle #242. 

Jacklin Seed Co., W. 5300 Jacklin Ave., 
Post Falls, ID 83854; 208-773-7581; Circle 
#243. 

Landiseed International, 5775 S.W. Jean 
Rd., Suite 203, Lake Oswego, OR97035; 503-
635-3766; Circle #244. 

Lofts, Inc., P.O. Box 146, Bound Brook, 
N.J. 08805; 201-356-8700; Circle #245. 

Norfarm Seeds, Inc., P.O. Box 725, 
Bemidji, MN 56601; 218-751-8617; Circle 
#246. 

Normarc, Inc., P.O. Box 238, Tangent, 
OR 97389; 503-926-5801; Circle #247. 

Pennington Seed Co., 265 Tangent St., 
Lebanon, OR 97355; 503-451-5261; Circle 
#248. 

Peterson Seed Co., Box 346, Savage, MN 
55378; 612445-2606; Circle #249. 

O.M. Scott & Sons Co., Marysville, OH 
43041; 513-644-0011; Circle #250. 

Seeds Inc., Rte. 2, Box 28, Worley, ID 
83876; 509-291-5411; Circle #251. 

Seed Research of Oregon, 644 S.W. 13th 
St., Corvallis, OR97333; 503-758-5305; Circle 
#252. 

Turf Merchants, Inc., 33390 Tangent 
Loop, Tangent, OR 97389; 503-926-8649; 
Circle #253. 

Turf Seed, Inc., P.O. Box 250, Hubbard, 
OR 97032; 503-981-9571; Circle #254. 

fungicide and growth hormone and 
has bird and insect repellency. It 
adds 30 percent to weight of bare 
seed, compared with an industry 
average of 50 to 60 percent. Cactus 
got that technology from 
Pennington, which has the only 
other two machines. 

Pennington said the entire con-
ditioning process is quicker because 
it is "in-line" rather than "batch" 
technology. "The seed goes off the 
cleaners right into coating," and is 
not stored between processes, he 
said. 

Hancock added: "We're faster 
because ...we've learned,from older 
companies' mistakes, how to set up 
the equipment. Our machine works 
on the same principle as the older 
style, but is much faster." 

Pennington and Cactus harvest a 
combined 5.5 million pounds of 
Bermudagrass annually, more than 
40 percent of the U.S. industry's total. 

Pennington said the two made a 
perfect match. "We were looking 
for a constant good supply of Ber-
muda seed and they were looking 
for a market," he said. "Cactus is 

the largest processor of Bermuda 
seed in the U.S. and Pennington is 
the largest merchandiser." 

The Cactus plant cleans, hulls 
and coats both firms' 
Bermudagrass, Pennington said. 

Hancock said the speed of the 
speeded-up conditioning allows 
growers, for the firsttime, to choose 
when to market their seed. In addi-
tion, they can use their conditioned 
seed as a bargaining chip when 
they meet with their bankers, he 
said. 

When Pennington, of Madison, 

Ga., purchased Cactus in 1987, 
Pennington brought its coating 
technology to Cactus, which had 
one coating unit built. 

One official said the cost of condi-
tioners has deterred seed compa-
nies from buying newer models. 
Companies growing other types of 
seed have as much as nine times 
the amount of seed to prepare as 
the Bermudagrass grown by 
Pennington and Cactus. Yet the 
$750,000 cost of new cleaning, 
hulling and coating machines is a 
major deterrent. 

Flymo 
GCT 20 GOLF COURSE TRIMNf 
* 20 INCH CUTTING WIDTH 
* WEIGHT 34 LBS 
* NEW REINFORCED DECK DESIGN 
* PATENTED & PROVEN SAFETY 
CUTTING SYSTEM 

* 98cc/2 STROKE/4200 RPM 
POWERFUL JTJO ENGINE 

* COMPLETELY REBUILDABLE 
* 1 YEAR COMMERCIAL WARRANTY 

(ENGINE ONLY) 

PRECISION 
SMALL ENGINE CO. 

POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 
(305) 9 7 4 - 1 9 6 0 OR 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 5 - 1 9 6 0 

REPS WANTED 

CIRCLE #119 

TERRA TOPPER 
21' topdressing width 

• • • : • • . . : • • : • . . . . 

Apply wet or dry sand with ease, no clogging, at 
the rate of 100 pounds per acre to 2 cubic yards 
per green. Material can be thrown to the left, 
right or full pattern. Spinners can be tilted for 
more direct application. Adjustable spinner speed. 
Material flow metered by adjustable feed drum 
speed. SIMPLE!! Requires only 1 remote switch 
to start and stop material flow. Hopper has 1800-
pound capacity. 

T E R R A C A R E P R O D U C T S C O . 
P . O . B o x 2 4 8 

Pardeev i l l e , W l 5 3 9 5 4 
P h o n e : 6 0 8 - 4 2 9 - 3 4 0 2 

F A X : 6 0 8 - 4 2 9 - 2 8 8 9 

I N C . 

SEVIN Hits 
The Jackpot 

With your turf care reputation at stake, 
don't take chances. For safe and effective 

insect control, your best bet is SEVIN® 
brand carbaryl insecticide with The 

Andersons' Tee lime fertilizer. 

The Andersons' Tee Time with SEVIN® con-
trols both surface and sub-surface insects while 
enriching turf. Available straight or custom 
blended, we have the right formula for you. 

Ask us about: 

• Tee Time SEVIN® 8% Granule: Controls 
ants, armyworms, chiggers, chinchbugs, 
fleas, ticks, white grubs, and many more. 

• Tee Time 30-3-8: Incorporates SEVIN® 
brand carbaryl insecticide with turf 
enriching Andersons' fertilizer. 

These and many other "jackpot" turf care 
products are available now from your nearest 
Tee Time distributor. 

For more information call toll free: 
1-800-225-ANDY (2639) 

the professional's 
partner® 

®SEVIN is a trademark of Rhône-Poulenc 
©1991, Tee Time is a trademark of The Andersons 




