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Blenders a perfect mix

Course construction companies find perfection a ne-

USGA awards millions
in research project grants

By Peter Blais
Pesticide and nutrient fate
along with alternative pest
managementare the primary
focus of the 15 research
grants the United States Golf
Association has decided to
fund as part of its most am-
bitious research effort ever.

Contracts potentially
worth a total of almost $2.8
million over the next three
years will soon be offered to
15 colleges and universities,
said USGA Green Section
National Director Jim Snow.

Some schoolsare involved
in more than one project.

Certain projects, especially
those involving pesticide and
nutrient fate, will take three
years to complete, he added.
Some could continue farther
into the future.

Requests for bid for an-
other $300,000 in research
money dealing with golf

course benefits will be made
this winter. The USGA’s
Environmental Research
Committee will select the
successful proposals at its
March meeting, Snow said.

The research committee

met in early December. “It
Continued on page 25

Japanese continue investments

By GCN staff
Landmark Land Co.’s an-
ticipated sale ofthe bulk of its
golf and resort assets for ap-
proximately $739 million is
just the latest of dozens of

Japanese golf facility acquisi-
tionsin the United States that
have put that country’s fin-
anciersatthe forefrontof U.S.
golf ownership.

According to Mead Ven-

tures, Inc., of Phoenix, Ariz.,
which provides information
on international business,
120 golf course develop-
ments totaling about 160
courses in the United States

were owned wholly or partly
by Japanese companies or
their U.S. subsidiaries before
the Landmark purchase.
The Mead total includes

Continued on page 57

cessity in blending soil mix for greens. ................. 14
GROWTH OF COURSE TYPES IN U.S.
Year Municipal Daily Fee Private
1983 2032 5915 5137
1984 2056 5961 5164
1985 2090 5968 5196
1986 2098 6004 5251
1987 2122 6025 5289
1988 2135 6203 5288
1989 2166 6296 5276
See related page 1storyon municipal courses.
Source: NGF
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The River Islands Club course, designed by Arthur Hills, plays on both sides of the French Broad River and on two islands in between. It opens
Jor play this spring.. For more information on golf course development see pages 29-33.

Communities finding munis money-makers

By Bob Seligman

A growing number of com-
munities are building mu-
nicipal golf courses to earn
money and provide recre-
ation for their residents.

According to Angelo
Palermo, vice president of of
golf course development for
the National Golf Foundation,
125 municipal courses were
in planning last Dec. 1, as

opposed to 85 at the end of

1989.

Seventy-two municipal
courses were under con-
struction by Dec. 1, 1990, as
opposed to 63 at the end of

1989.

Thirty-six new municipal
courses had opened in 1990
by last Dec. 1, one more than
opened in all of 1989.

Continued on page 45
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Beard urges: Speak out on benefits

By Peter Blais

Dr. James Beard exhorted
superintendents and others
at December's Ohio
Turfgrass Conference and
Show to speak out on the
“unfounded” attacks against
the turfgrass industry.

Although turfis beneficial
in many ways, it is coming
under severe pressure at lo-
cal, state and national levels
by special interest groups
ranging from tree and orna-
mental organizationsto water
conservation interests toanti-

pollution forces.

“Trees, shrubsand turfgo
together,” Beard said.
“We'vegotenough problems
from other groups without
the tree and shrub people
coming out against turf. It

Continued on page 48



