
Michigan golf summit puts issues into perspective 
By Bradley S. Klein 

Thetemperatureoutsidehadplummetedover 
the weekend into the 20s, an annoying reminder 
that golf in Michigan is a seasonal affair. But the 
200participants in Michigan Golf Summitll,who 
metNov. 4~5in Ypsilanti, were drawn there out of 
concern for other kinds of climate, namely leg-
islative and economic. 

Sponsored by the Continuing Education 
Division of Eastern Michigan University and 
Michigan Golfer Magazine, the meeting 
brought together golf association directors, 
state government officials, journalists and golf 
facility owner/managers. They exchanged 
ideas and sometimes crossed swords over Numbers in parentheses are national ranking. 

the future of the phenomenal golf boom that 
has overtaken the state. 

The chief issue in Michigan golf is defin-
ing and regulating wetlands. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency is involved in 
complex negotiations about what constitutes 
a wetland. With so much land in northern 
Michigan devoted, or planned, for golf, the 
parameters of that decision will have an 
enormous impact on the game's growth. 

One high-profile resort project The Home-
stead, with land adjacent to Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore, is caught up in a jurisdic-
tional dispute between the EPA and the state's 
Department of Natural Resources. 

Meanwhile, a fascinating roundtable on 
"Golf and the Environment: A Compatible 
Twosome?" focused on cooperative efforts 
among superintendents, naturalists, and sci-
entists in taking proactive measures to en-
sure environmentally sound practices. 

SLOWPOKES AND THE MEDIA 
Each panel represented diverse and some-

times conflicting views. Even a session de-
voted to "Slaying the Slow Play Dragon" 
managed to become controversial. 

Jerry Comeau, manager of the municipal St 
Clair Shores Country Club, argued that rewards 
(like a free ball and pack of tees) for timely play 
on the front nine can expedite play. 

Amore aggressive approach was outlined by 
Michael Bylen, general manager of the daily-fee 
Pine Trace Golf Course, who advocates pulling 
slow groups off the course after nine holes and 
refunding half of their greens fee. 

On the other hand, Oakland Hills Country 
Club has taken the more literary approach of 
writing letters of complaint to slowpokes. The 
result has been a dramatic reduction in average 
playing time the past four years, from 4 hours 43 
minutes to 3 hours 55 minutes. 

Panelists agreed it is not the function of 
media to serve as industry handmaidens. 

Jack Berry, golf writer for the Detroit News, 
openedafeweyeswithastraightforward account 
of how difficult it is for one correspondent to 
cover an entire sport statewide. He encouraged 
members of the golf community to make more 
effective efforts to publicize good stories. 

In response to criticism about too much 
"negative" news, Lynn Henning, editor of PGA 
Magazine, reaffirmed the integrity of the 
journalist" s craft as simply getting at the truth— 
a truth, he said, "that is not always positive." 

It remains to be seen whether Michigan 
will get a golf council like those in Florida and 
Arizona. There are great differences in the 
interests of the golf resort owners, who tend 
to be up north, and the private clubs, many of 
which are in the south. 

Moreover, the limited means available to the 
many family-owned operations may preclude 
their participation in a statewide effortthat might 
benefit only some sectors of the industry. 
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turf performers. 
First-rate disease and weed control demands a profes-

sional's touch. And here are the Turf Care products that 
have what it takes. 

Daconil 2787? The cornerstone of a professional spray 
program. Daconil 2787 is economical to use and the most 
effective, broadest-spectrum turf fungicide on the market. 
Controls 12 major turfgrass diseases. Available as a 
flowable or wettable powder formulation. 

Daconil 2787® WDG. A new water-dispersible granular 
formulation that is virtually dust-free. Pouring and mixing 
are fast and easy. The 5-lb. reclosable container means 
better handling, storage and disposal. 

Dacthal.® The preemergence herbicide that consistently 
delivers superior broad-spectrum control of crabgrass, 
spurge and 22 other tough annual grasses and broadleaf 
weeds. Available as a flowable or wettable powder 
formulation. 

Daconate® 6. The proven postemergent herbicide. 
Highly effective against pesky weeds such as crabgrass. 
(Sold as Bueno® 6 in western states only.) 

2 Plus 2 (MCPP + 2,4-D Amine). As effective as it is 
economical against more than 20 hard-to-kill broadleaf 
weeds such as clover and dandelions. Contains no dicamba. 

Frigate® adjuvant. The only product specifically 
formulated to enhance the performance of Roundup* for 
control of perennial and annual weeds. For turf renovations 
and non-cropland use, too. 

When it comes to turf care, you'll see the difference in 
the professional's touch. 

ISK Biotech Corporation, 5966 Heisley Road, 
P.O. Box 8000, Mentor, OH 44061-8000. 

TheTbrf Care" pros. 
stered trademark of Monsanto Company. Always follow label directions carefully when using turf chemicals. J L 

Clogged Suction Screcn? 

This Screen 
Stays Clean 

SURE-FLO Self-Cleaning Strainers 

capacities to 
5 0 0 0 gpm 

patent no. 4822486 
Save Time and Money — eliminates screen scrubbing and maximizes pump efficiency 
New optional stainless steel 32 wire mesh coverings 
Manufactured by 
Perfection Sprinkler Co. 
2077 S. State St. P.O. Box 1363 Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
313 761-5110 FAX 313 761-8659 


