Briefs

GRUB ATTACK RECALLED

Ringer Corp. has recalled its Grub Attack
product which employs Bacillus popilliae
(milky spore disease) and is used to control
Japanese beetle grubs.

Grub Attack is marketed only in the
Northeast and is the only product sold by
Ringer which uses Bacillus popilliae.

- Tests of the Grub Attack product manu-
factured under subcontract for the 1991 sea-
son indicate it may not perform to Ringer’s
standards for consistency and effectiveness.

According to company officer Rob Ringer,
Ringer Corp. intends to correct the problem
and will re-release Grub Attack as soon as
testing demonstrates consistently effective
results.

The product does not present a health or
environmental risk.

GCSAA DONATES $50,000

Research into environmentally beneficial
sses has received $50,000 in grants
rom the Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America. The grants to the U.S.
Golf Association will help fund the work of
the USGA/GCSAA Turfgrass Research
Committee in the coming year.

“We're extremely pleased to once again
offer our financial support to the committee,”
said GCSAA President Stephen G. Cadenelli.
*More important than the money, however,
i our pledge to take the knowledge gained
fromthisresearch and disseminate itto those
responsible for the management of America’s
golf courses.”

CADMIUM REVIEW TERMINATED

The Environmental Protection Agency has
. lerminated a special review on the fungicide
* cadmium chloride (Caddy, Liquid Cadmium
Turf Fungicide) due to the voluntary cancel-
lationofthe only remaining cadmiumchloride
pesticide registration by its producer, W.A.
Cleary Corp.

According to EPA Fact Sheet #220, “... no
cadmium chloride product may be sold, dis-
" tributed or released for shipment by the
registrant after July 31, and no cadmium
chloride product may be sold or distributed
byaretailer, dealer or any person after Dec.
3L

Golfcourses orendusers may not obtain or
takepossession of cadmium chloride product
after Dec. 31. Supplies in their possession as
of Dec. 31 may be used until exhausted.

ATRAZINE-LADEN FERTILIZER DEADLY

LAKE CITY, Minn. — Lake City Country
Club fairways suffered extensive damage
when a fertilizer mistakenly containing atr-
azine was applied.

About 47,000 square yards of turfgrass
were killed from an application April 27.
Fertilizer supplier Farmers Elevator Co.’s
insurance will pay to repair the damage, es-
timated at up to $200,000, said company
manager Greg Schwanbeck.

Course superintendent Cliff Reynolds said:
“Itsneveragood feeling, seeing aroad grader
going up the middle of a fairway pulling sod
away.”

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Audubon, courses team up to save wildlife

More than 100
courses already
signed onto program

By Mark Leslie
and Kit Bradshaw

Golf courses and an Audubon Society
wildlife sanctuary program “are a perfect
match,” according to an environmental spe-
cialist with the U.S. Golf Association.

By July, more than 100 courses in 26 states
had shown interest in the Audubon Coopera-
tive Sanctuary Program for Golf Courses,
administered by the New York Audubon
Society and USGA.

Nancy Sadlon, the USGA ecologist hired
for the project, said she is overjoyed by the
response of superintendents across the
country.

“I am continually finding that many golf
courses are already way in advance,” she
said. “They have been doing conservation
practices. Or they have one element of the
environment they are interested in. For in-
stance, they have put up their wood duck
boxes, or worked very hard to keep their
purple martin populations.

“It's amazing to find so many who have
already participated in this fashion. It’s re-

A whitetail deer and her fawn walk the fairway at Whitefish Lake Golf Course in Whitefish, Mont.

freshing.”

Superintendent William Black, who has
signed his Congressional Country Club in
Bethesda, Md., on to the program, said, “A
lot of us have been doing a lot of these
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programs for years anyhow.”

Since 1981, Congressional has had a pro-
gram that has greatly increased the Eastern
bluebird population on the course. “People

Continued on page 18

Variety is the spice of nature at John's Island West.

Wildlife at refuge at John’s Island West

By Kit Bradshaw

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Otters play in its
waterways. Armadillos, turtles and tortoises
sun themselves there. Mockingbirds, car-
dinals and osprey nest in its trees. No, it's
not Walt Disney World or some man-made
z00.It’s John's Island West, which serves as
a prime example of a golf course’s sensitive
use of land.

“When we built John's Island West, we
wanted to abide by all the rules and regula-
tions. But, most importantly, we wanted to
protect the environment and do it on a

positive basis,” said architect Tom Fazio.

Theresult, according to golf course man-
ager Tim Hiers, is that one scientist even
planted an endangered species at John's
Island West so that it would be assured of
being preserved.

All agree the parcel of land was spectacu-
lar to begin with.

John Fitzpatrick, executive director of
the Archbold Biological Station near Lake
Placid, describes the land as “one of the
rarest habitats in North America. Every
square meteris precious to wildlife. Ithas a

fairly large number of endangered species,
and it is now a permanent habitat preserve
that also provides recreation and beauty...
Itis the best example of bringing these two
goals together.”

Onefactorthat makes this course unique
in Florida is that no residences surround it.
Fazio said that because of this, “we were
able to leave much of the natural vegetation
and fit the golf holes into the original con-
tours.”

As a result of the careful construction,

Continued on page 21

Drought information network established in California

After being drought-parched formore than
five years, California is fighting back with a
new way to get the latest word on the state’s
water supply.

Acomputer system called Advanced Tech-
nology Information Network (ATI-Net) lets
users tap into comprehensive drought infor-
mation gleaned by the California Department
of Water Resources.

According to ATI-Net General Manager
Jeff Ennen, those with menu-driven informa-
tion systems, modems and communications
software can call in through a phone line to
ATT's Fresno-based computer.

“It’s fairly straightforward,” Ennen said of
the system, which walks users through a
variety of information options like “press let-
ter A for agricultural news.”

Ennen said the drought information main-
tained by ATI-Net includes a listing of California
water districts and the population bases sup-
ported by those districts; as well as updated
general droughtinformation;acounty-by<county
look at the drought; and government assistance
programs available to help companies hurt by
the economic impact of the drought.

While most of the aid programs were origi-
nally set up to help agricultural enterprises

such as farms, Ennen suggested that golf
course superintendents review the listings,
to see if any aid programs would apply to the
golf industry.

Such aid could include grants, loans, cost
sharing, or technical assistance.

ATI-Net also includes an analysis of state
water supplies by region, assessing both the
current and potential impact of the drought
on those water supplies. A list of publications
that provide drought information is also
available to ATI-Net users, Ennen said.

For more information on ATI-Net call 209-
278-4872.
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