
Growing fire ant problem increases need 
Industry researchers 
responding to problem 
By Peter Blais 

The golf industry let out a collec-

tive sigh of relief this winter when 

a Florida jury ruled The PGA Na-

tional Golf Resort in West Palm 

Beach was not responsible for the 

death of a golfer who was bitten on 

the course by fire ants. 

But in this litigious age, it's a 

pretty safe bet a similar case will 

eventually find its way to the 

nation's courts. And this time, the 

golf industry may not be able to 

dodge the bullet. 

That's why the search continues 

for ways to control fire ants. 

'They're going to continue to be 

a problem unless someone comes 

up with a new product that com-

pletely eradicates them," said Palm 

Beach (Fla.) National Golf & Coun-

try Club superintendent Mark 

Jarrell. 

That product hasn't been devel-

oped yet and isn't likely to in the 

near future, according to Russ 

Mitchell, assistant sales manager 

for golf courses with Woodbury 

Chemical Co. in Florida. 

The problem is the adaptability 

of the fire ant. Since first arriving 

from Brazil aboard a ship that 

docked in Mobile, Ala., 40 years 

ago, fire ants have spread into 13 

states throughout the Southeast and 

South Central United States. They 

have been reported as far west 

as California and north as Pennsyl-

vania. 

Fire ants have inexplicably 

evolved from single-queen into 

multiple-queen colonies in recent 

years. Some colonies have as many 

as 200 queens with super colonies 

having more than 500 mounds per 

acre. 

Fire ant stings raise blisters on 

most people. Insect bites result in 

as many as 85,000 allergic reactions 

annually requiring medical treat-

ment and caused 30 deaths last year. 

"A 32-year-old woman died here 

in November from a single bite," 

said Paul Flanders, head of market-

ing for West Palm Beach Fla.-based 

Universal Industries, manufactur-

ers of Coleman Instant Fire Ant 

Killer. 

The insect can sting repeatedly 

without damaging itself. The sting 

releases a chemical that attracts 

other fire ants and causes them to 

overwhelm a victim. A dog pushed 

a 16-month-old Pensacola, Fla., 

girl onto a mound three years 
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P R O D U C T F E A T U R E 

(or effective controls across the South 
ago. The ants stung her hundreds 
of times and she died of anaphy-
lactic shock. 

"I won't take my kids fishing or 
camping anymore," said Jim 
Moore, director of the United 
States Green Section's Mid-Conti-
nent Region in Waco, Texas. "If 
you're in bed, they can cover your 
feet and ankles in seconds." 

While fire ants are a severe 
problem in the wild and on farms in 
Texas, golf course superintendents 

seem "to be right on top of the 
problem," Moore said. 

"Members sometimes help out 
by taking shakers with them and 
applying the pesticides to mounds 
they find. You have to stay right on 
top of it. Otherwise youH need a 
broad-scale application that costs a 
lot of money and tends to scare 
people." 

Fire ants are attracted by electri-
cal current and have shorted out 
telephone and power equipment 

by getting into the equipment and 
eating the insulation. 

Mitchell said the most effective 
control seems to be a combination 
of different pesticides — an indi-
vidual mound treatment that 
physically kills the ants, combined 
with broadcast contact pesticides 
and broadcast baits. 

The contact pesticides control 
or kill the insects, Mitchell said. 
Worker ants take the baits back 
to the mounds where they steril-

ize or kill the queen, Mitchell 
added. 

Somewhere near 90 percent 
control is about the best one can 
hope for, Jarrell and Mitchell 
agreed. 

Mound applications can perma-
nently eliminate ants from that 
particular mound. But they won't 
permanently discourage ants from 
returning to that area, said Darrell 
Kelso, national products manager 
for Valent USA, manufacturers of 
Orthene. 

At least twice a year, new 
queens and male ants come out of 
their mounds. They can fly as high 
as 500 feet and as far as 15 miles. 
A queen, who can lay as many as 
1,500 eggs a day, may land near a 
treated mound, burrow into the 
ground and start a new colony. 

The old mound may have been 
controlled. But when a superinten-
dent returns to a treated area and 
finds new mounds just a week later, 
he may not perceive that as per-
manent control, Kelso said. 
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The leading liquid fungicides on the 
market—Banner® and Subdue®—are now 
available through your local Lebanon 
distributor. 

Banner and Subdue prevent the diseases 
that can rob your valuable turf and orna-
mentals of strength and vigor. 

Banner controls brown patch, dollar spot 
and other fungus diseases systemically—from 
inside the plant leaf—for the most effective 
control possible. 

Subdue fights Pythium blight, Phytoph-
thora, damping-off, and downy mildew 
(yellow tuft) from the outside. It destroys 
Phythium fungus on contact in the soil, and 
systemically—with easy root absorbsion. 
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our Greenline at 1-800-233-0628. 
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