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Study finds similar nitrate losses on variety of lawns 
Turfgrass Council Award to Dr. 
Rajandra N. Waghray, Fairfax 
County extension agent 

Waghray long has served the 
Virginia Turfgrass Industry and 
Virginia Tech in the fields of 
turfgrass and ornamental entomol-
ogy and integrated pest manage-
ment. 

Dr. Houston B. Couch, professor 
of turfgrass pathology at Virginia 
Polytechnic College and State Uni-
versity in Blacksburg, was pre-
sented the R.D. Cake memorial 
award for significant contributions 

to the development of the Virginia 
Turfgrass Industry. 

His research is said to have 
saved turfgrass professionals 
thousands of dollars by his devel-
opment of more efficient methods 
of controlling disease. 

Several Virginia turfgrass asso-
ciations and individuals committed 
funds to the newly formed Virginia 
Turfgrass Foundation for turfgrass 
research, teaching and extension 
programs. 

Duff Beagle received the 
Norman scholarship, Kayle 

BigelowtheThomasB. Hutcheson 
Jr. scholarship, and Karen Kuhne 
the Larry S. Jones memorial 
scholarship. 

Virginia Turfgrass Council 
scholarships went to Scott Ligon, 
Lisa Simonds and Tom Wilson, 
students in the newly formed Ag-
riculture Technology school. 

Hummel, of Cornell University's 
department of floriculture and or-
namental horticulture, explored 
the turf manager's role in protect-
ing ground water. 

There are many benefits to ap-

plying fertilizers to lawns and other 
turfgrass areas, he said. In addition 
to improving turf appearance, fer-
tilizers help promote turfgrass 
health and vigor. Nitrogen is the 
nutrient most needed by 
turfgrasses. 

While the soil contains some ni-
trogen, Hummel noted, it usually 
isn't enough to maintain a quality 
lawn. Thus, turfgrass fertilization is 
an important part of any turfgrass 
maintenance program. Nitrates, a 
form of nitrogen, can be leached or 
carried through the soil by water. 
When large amounts of nitrates 
reach the ground water, they can 
accumulate to toxic levels. 

Hummel said Cornell's research 
into nitrate losses found that in some 
cases, the potential for nitrate 
leaching exists. He said conditions 
that will promote leaching include: 
sandy soils, too much water from 
irrigation or rainfall, applying more 
fertilizer than necessary, and using 
water soluble (quick release) fer-
tilizers in the late fall. 

Waghray stressed that anyone 
concerned over pesticide use — 
residues, liability, human health 
hazards, cost and environmental 
quality—can establish and practice 
an integrated pest management 
program. 

These include governmental 
agencies, golf course superinten-
dents, athletic field managers, sod 
growers, lawn care companies, 
grounds managers and 
homeowners desiring a change 
from apiece-mealpestmanagement 
approach to a a more organized, 
ecologically sound program. He 
recommended more applied re-
search at universities to establish 
pest threshold levels and biological 
control of pests. 

He also emphasized employee 
training for scouting and monitor-
ing of pests in cooperation with ex-
tension service, and customer 
education and communication. 

Sod producers 
change meeting 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Because 
of existing and potential problems 
associated with the 5-year-old Cali-
fornia drought, the American Sod 
Producers Association's 1991 sum-
mer convention has been relocated 
from Santa Barbara to Portland. 

The convention and field days 
will be July 31-Aug. 2, one week 
later than originally scheduled. 

The Red Lion Lloyd Center will 
be the group's headquarters hotel, 
and the ASPA's annual business 
meeting, education sessions and 
commitee meetings will be held 
there. 

The California SPA recom-
mended convention relocation, cit-
ing unpredictable water supplies 
and questionable field conditions. 

Further information may be ob-
tained by calling ASPA offices at 
708-705-9898, or by writing ASPA at 
1855-A Hicks Road, Rolling Mead-
ows, 111. 60008. 

RICHMOND, Va. — Cornell re-
searchers have measured nitrate 
losses from turfgrass areas on many 
soil types and have found that ni-
trate losses on many fertilized lawns 
were no greater than those on 
unfertilized areas, Dr. Norman 
Hummel told the 30th Virginia 
Turfgrass and Landscape Confer-
ence and Trade Show. 

Hummel said similar findings 
have been reported from around 
the countries on many soil types. 

The conference was highlighted 
by presentation of the Virginia 

John Deere makes the cut at Tanglewood 
When you consider that Trevino, Nicklaus and Palmer 
have all competed here, you realize that Tanglewood isn't 
an ordinary public course. Host to the 1974 PGA Cham-
pionship and 1990 Seniors Vantage Championship, this 
North Carolina gem has some impressive credentials. 
Now, there's a new name stalking its fairways—John Deere. Doug Joldersma, director of golf and grounds for the 
Forsyth County park authority, is responsible for keeping 

Tanglewood in cham-
pionship condition. 
A John Deere 3325 
Professional Turf 
Mower helps. "We purchased the 3325 after hear-
ing about how well it 
was working on other 
courses and seeing a 
demo here," says 
Joldersma. "The weight transfer system and 
differential lock really 
make a difference on 
our hills. They allow 

the 3325 to mow in areas where a lot of other mowers can't. "The big test was the Vantage Championship last fall. We used the 3325 to mow fairways before and during 
the tournament. It did an excellent job. The reels held their 
adjustment and sharpness very well, and the single-lever 
lift and power steering made cross-cutting a snap!' For the name of your nearest distributor or free 
literature on all John Deere's Golf and Turf Equipment, 
call 1-800-544-2122 toll-free or write John Deere, 
Dept. 956, Moline, IL 61265. Like Doug Joldersma, 
we know you're going to like what you see. 

A John Deere 3325 Professional Turf 
Mower helps Doug Joldersma keep 
Tanglewood in championship condition. 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE® 




