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Carnival time in golf course 
design is an era of the past, not 

future, many say. 
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Pearce eyes change from within 
By Peter Blais 

With private club membership prac-
tices coming under increasing scrutiny 
by the public and media, newly elected 
Club Manager Association of America 
President Jim Pearce is a firm believer in 
change from within. 

"I've seen clubs change on their own 
and do away with discriminatory prac-

tices. I don't know of anyone who 
manages a club that discriminates in 
the sense of the old term," Pearce said 
during last month's CMAA Annual 
Conferece and Exposition in Dallas. 

"Perhaps there is a lot of discrimi-
nation out there. But I am not aware of 
it in the clubs I have been privileged to 
manage because they've taken care of 

those things. It's taken some time. But 
I think it's wrong to have to be legislated 
to change things when it's the member 
who is footing the bill and not the gov-
ernment." 

Pearce was club manager of the 
Binghamton (N.Y.) Club in the mid-
1950s when the board of directors voted 

Continued on page 42 

Aerator 
patent not 
enforceable 
By Peter Blais 

A federal judge has ruled 
the patent on a pond aeration 
device used on golf courses is 
unenforceable because the 
manufacturer obtained it im-
properly. 

U.S. District Judge Donald 
Alsop ruled Feb. 20 that 
Daniel Durda, chairman and 
chief executive officer of 
Aeration Industries Inc. of 
Chaska, Minn., altered docu 

Continued on page 50 

USGA specs 
under fire, 
face change 
By Kit Bradshaw 

The heat is on for change 
to the United States Golf 
Association's specifications 
for greens construction, 
which have been reduced to 
pamphlet size since the 
original one-inch-thick docu-
ment. 

Depending on the source, 
these specifications, an in-
dustry-wide standard for three 
decades: 

• Are not based on sound 
scientific rationales. 

• Have a problem in the 
Continued on page 10 

The 175-yard 8th hole at the Doug Carrick-designed Twin Rivers Golf Course spans a salmon river in Terra 
Nova National Park, Newfoundland. For more information on this course and others in North America, 
see pages 28-31. 

Idaho legislators nix field burning bill 
By Bob S p iw a k 

BOISE, Idaho — The 
state Legislature on March 
6 quashed a bill to limit the 
burning of turfgrass fields 
in Idaho, which produces tall 
fescue and Kentucky blue-
grass for the nation. 

Burning has proved the 
most cost-effective method 

ofcontrol-
ling dis-
ease and 
pests in 
the fields, 
but has 
been op-
posed by 
environmentalists who decry 
the black smoke from the 
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fires every fall. 
The opposition came to a 

head in 1988 when a wind-
shift pushed the smoke from 
a burning field across a major 
highway in Oregon, causing 
a 37-car collision and fatally 
injuring seven persons. 

Prior to the Legislature's 
Continued on page 19 




