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Mr. Matsurra, the sales manager 

for Kenko Commerce of Japan, in 
suit, inspects bentgrass atArima Hot 
Springs Resort near Osaka, along 
with Mr. Koura, left, who owns a 
fertilizer and seed company in Osaka; 
Dr. C. Richard Skogley, recently re-
tired professor from the University of 
Rhode Island, center; andArmen G. 
Suny, a golf course superintendent 
and consultant from Castle Pines 
Golf Club in Castle Rock, Colo., right. 
An unidentified observer is to the 
right of Matsurra. 
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year. 
Skogley accompanied Mike 

Robinson, president of Seed Re-
search of Oregon; David Fleming, 
golf course superintendent, con-
sultant and architect from El Cajon, 
Calif.; and Armen Suny, a superin-
tendent and consultant from Castle 
Pines GolfClubinCastle Rock, Colo. 

More than 500 of Japan's 1,500 
superintendents turned out to hear 
the Americans speak on golf man-
agement. The seminars, sponsored 
by Seed Research of Oregon and its 
Japan agent, Kenko Commerce, 
were held inTokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, 
Kumamoto and Sapporo. 

Fleming, president of the new 
Golf Properties Management, Inc., 
said: "A lot of new information was 
presented on greens management, 
overseeding, plant breeding and 
research. Change in methods gen-
erally takes time for acceptance, 
and the first step toward change is 
the delivery of new ideas and in-
formation. 

"I think we have left food for 
thought and, hopefully, better turf 
management, and better golf 
courses will be the result..." 

'There's no formal education 
there at all for superintendents," 
Robinson said. "Acouple of colleges 
have horticultural courses, but very 
little instruction in turf manage-
ment Thafs part of the breakdown." 

Robinson, who plans to repeat 
the educational tour, said the Japa-
nese superintendents were 'Very 
receptive" to his group. 'They're 
trying hard and are very proud of 
their courses, but in some cases 
they've had bad advice," he said. 

Robinson referred to the great 
number of greens not properly built. 

Fleming agreed. "There seems 
to be mixed to slight interest in the 
USGA (U.S. Golf Association) con-
struction method," he said. "In such 
a country, with abundant rainfall, 
the focus is more on drainage than 
anything else. Whereas the USGA 
greenfeaturesaperchedwatertable 
as well as controlled infiltration 
rates. 

"I believe the results of a USGA 
spec green, and an aggressive top 
dressing program would prove to 
have excellent water infiltration, 
coupled with healthy, less disease-
susceptible turf." 

Suny said Japan's superinten-
dents need to top dress and verticut 
their greens more and more. He 
added: 'Turf managers need to learn 
more about overseeding. It appears 
to be a 'foreign concept!'" 

Climate is a major problem, 
Robinson said. The northern part of 
the country has conditions similar 
to Canada, while the southern end 
has two situations — the very hot 
and humid areas at lower elevations 
that struggle with diseases, and the 
nearby mountainous region that has 
few problems. 

Skogley said the Japanese turf 
industry "needs to take some action 
to show and demonstrate the safety 
of properly used pesticides." 

Chiba Prefecture has taken steps 
to outlaw all insecticides and herbi-

BY MARK LESLIE 
Dramatic climatic changes, high 

maintenance costs and lack of 
turfgrass education are major 
problems for the burgeoning golf 
industry in Japan, according to four 
Americans who recently returned 
from a teaching visit to that coun-
try. 

"If golf is to become a game of 
the masses as in the U.SA, con-
struction and maintenance costs 
will have to be reduced many-fold," 
said Dr. C. Richard Skogley, a 
turfgrass expert who retired from 
the University of Rhode Island this 
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NEWS 
Bass Group 

Golf course developers and op-
erators Arthur Jeffords, Edward 
Ewing and Donald O'Quinn have 
joined Marion Bass Investment 
Group to direct its new golf course 
development division. 

The division, Bass Golf, Inc., will 
manage a series of investmentfunds 
that will build and manage golf 
courses in metropolitan and resort 
areas, principally in the Southeast 

Jeffords and Ewing, vice presi-
dents of Bass Golf, have extensive 
experience in golf course develop-
ment and management, according 
to Marion Bass, president of Bass 
Golf and chairman of Marion Bass 
Investment Group. 

They will also assist golf course 
owners and developers with pro-
fessional services ranging from 
overall property development and 
construction to operational man-
agement. 

O'Quinn serves as director of 
golf course construction for Bass 
Golf. In his 30-year career, he has 
worked with Arnold Palmer, Jack 

Japanese 
Continued from page 6 
cides on new golf courses b e -
cause of spills and incidents of 
misuse resulting "from lack of 
education," Robinson said. There 
are threats of similar action in other 
prefectures. 

As Fleming said: 'There seems 
to be a lot of pressure to manage 
without the use of protective 
chemicals. We were given a list of 
available chemicals that seemed 
adequate for good course manage-
ment.. There is a real need for an 
education program on the new 
breed of agricultural chemicals with 
shorter half-lifes and less persis-
tence in the soils. Hiere can be safe 
co-existence with the environment 
and the proper use of protective 
chemicals." 

To Skogley's comment that 
maintenance costs are extraordi-
narily high, Robinson explained, 
"You have twice as many people on 
the grounds crews there, but they 
don't have the same equipment we 
do." 

He said some new Japanese 
courses have the latest machinery 
while others don't. 

Without modern equipment, 
groundskeeping is "very labor in-
tensive," he said, mentioning one 
coursehe toured wherefourwomen 
were walking beside one another 
hand-spreading fertilizer. 

Regarding grasses, Suny sug-
gested the Japanese use more 
Bermudagrass and improve their 
northern and mountain courses by 
growing perennial ryegrass and 
bentgrasses in the fairways — an 
idea that must be sold into "a blue-
grass mentality." 

Skogley added that Japan should 
be amarketfor colonial bentgrasses 
and fine fescues for fairways and 
tees, and for fine fescue mixtures in 
roughs and banks. 

"Ryegrasses have unlimited po-
tential for all fairway and tee 
overseeding, possibly in combina-
tion with colonial and fine fescues, 
particularly as you move north," 
Skogley said. 

CPA specializing in golf and resi-
dential projects with Welker, Har-
ris & Co. and the international 
accounting firm Coopers & 
Lybrand. 

O'Quinn previously served as 
executivevice president of Sea Pines 
Co. He was in charge of sports op-
erations and golf course develop-
ment, building eight courses in five 
states and Puerto Rico. 

He also served as chairman of 
the PGA Tour's Heritage Golf 
Classic. 

e x p a n d s go l f course div is ion w o r k 

Arthur Jeffords 

Nicklaus , 
Gary Player 
andPeteDye 
in creating 
some of the 
world's best 
k n o w n 
courses, in-
e l u d i n g 
H a r b o u r 

Town Golf Links in Hilton Head, 
S.C.; Kiawah Island (S.C.) Links; 
and Amelia Links in Amelia Island, 
Fla. 

PGA professional Jeffords heads 
golf course development and man-
agement for Bass Golf. 

Jeffords was formerly a principal 
in Jeffords, Ewing & Associates, a 

golf manage-
ment and de-
velopment 
c o m p a n y 
based in 
Murrells In-
let, S.C. He 
worked with 
a r c h i t e c t 
Tom Fazio to 

plan and build Wachesaw Planta-
tion Club, a private course in 
Murrells Inlet, S.C. 

Jeffords is president of the 
Wachesaw club. 

Jeffords was associated with Sea 
Pines Plantation of Hilton Head Is-
land for more than 12 years when 
he served as director of golf for the 

resort's four 
golf courses 
and as head 
professional 
at Harbour 
Town Golf 
links. 

E w i n g 
heads re-
search, site 

selection and negotiation activities 
for Bass Golf. Ewing was formerly a 
principal with Arthur Jeffords in 
Jeffords, Ewing & Associates. 

At Wachesaw Plantation Club, 
Ewing was responsible for all op-
erations and served as controller 
for the $80-million golf and residen-
tial development. Ewing served as a 




