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Aspiring architects learn the ropes at Harvard 
BY PETER BLAIS 
"Everyone knows the Korean War was 

won by the infantry, except for Old Bob over 
there/' said golf course architect Geoffrey 
Cornish, nodding across the room toward 
his co-lecturer, fellow architect Robert Muir 
Graves. "Being an old Navy pilot, he still 
mistakenly believes the Navy won the war." 

A little later, Cornish was making an ar-
chitectural point while trying to find the light 
switch so Graves could turn on a slide pro-
jector. 

'That's right, Geoff," sighed Graves after 
Cornish sought professional support while 
still fumbling for the switch. "Now just shut 
up and turn off the lights." 

No offense was intended and none taken 
during either good-natured exchange, or 

many similar ones that 
occurred during this 
year's two-day golf 
course design seminar 
at Harvard University. 

The two past presi-
dents of the American 
Society of Golf Course 

^ „ _ . , Architects have be-Geoffrey Cornish comefastfriendswhile 

carrying on similar seminars across the 
country for the past 10 years. The session at 
Harvard is the sixth since 1985and has grown 
with the game. 

"We had 30 registered that firstyear. We're 
up to 85 this time," said Cornish. 

The Harvard seminar consists of lectures 
and labs, during which students route an 

entire golf course, de-
sign a single hole and 
finish by filling in the 
residential component. 

It is aimed at land-
scape architects, who 
are becoming increas-
ingly involved with golf 
courses as part of their 
projects. There were 

many in attendance, like Brent Schulz of 
EDAW, Inc., a landscape architectural and 
urban planning firm in Washington, D.C. 
Schulz has worked on golf course/residen-
tial projects in Hawaii and Virginia. 

'We're starting to get a lot more demand 
from our clients who want to mix a course 
into their residential design," explained Schulz 

Robert M.Graves 
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Gelscape 

The consistent moisture available from Gelscape ensures faster 
germination and early establishment of turf, even on stressed areas. 
GelscapeV ability to re-release this moisture reduces irrigation 
frequency, while providing better survival of turf and plantings. 

Reliable moisture for faster establishment 
and better survival. 
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1-800 8 3 2 - 8 7 8 8 ^^ A Division of NOR-AM Chemical Company 

50 N. Harrison Ave., Congers, New York 10920 (914) 268-2122 
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One-Pass Mowing & Clean-Up 
Mow and power vac at the same time with 

Goossen's new 128 cu. ft. capacity Vac 'n' Load. It 
can be used with virtually any front deck or mid-
mount mower, and is also ideal for fast fall leaf 
pickup. And when the job's done, it tilts up for easy 
dumping. 

If you need time-saving one-pass capability, then 
you need to know more about Vac 'n' Load. It gets 
the big jobs done faster. 

Ask about the convenient terms available with 
Goossen's all-new Tkir fTeam L e a s i n g . 

INDUSTRIES 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-228-6542 • (In Nebraska: 402-228-4226) 
P.O. Box 705 • Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 

For free information circle #116 

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR GOLF COURSE 
EXHIBITORS FROM 

ALL OVER THE WORLD 
TWICE AS BIG AND IN 

THE HEART OF EUROPE 

ASK FOR THE FREE CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
Golf Course Europe'90, 28, 29, 30 November 1990, Pare des Expositions du Bourget, Paris, France. Daily 09.30-17.00 

Organizers: Expoconsult, P.O. Box 200,3600 AE Maarssen, Holland, Tel: ++31 3465 - 73777, Fax: ++31 3465 - 73811, Telex: 47945 

of his presence on the Cambridge, Mass., 
campus. "We want to do as much work as we 
can in-house and get more involved in the 
routing of courses." 

But the class was not limited to landscape 
architects. 

Stanton Abrams, president of Senior Tour 
Players, Inc., which represents such well-
known senior players as Sam Snead, attended 
the session along with Snead's son, Samuel 
Jr. Sam Sr. is among the growing list of senior 
players trying their hands at course design. 

"Dad wants to get back to the classic de-
signs, along the Donald Ross mold," said 
Sam Jr. "I want to hear what Geoff and Bob 
have to say because I'm going to be working 
with my father." 

Beth Moss Engle is a project manager at 
Weston Hills Country Club outside Ft. Lau-
derdale, where Robert Trent Jones Jr.'s first 
Florida course is scheduled to open early this 
fall. 

'We're here basically to get a better idea of 
what architects are talking about," said Engle, 
who attended with associate Edward Hill. 
She said she found the session useful, but 
tookissue with Cornish's suggestion to always 
get an option on golf course land contingent 
on obtaining permits, rather than buying the 
land outright. 

"It's tough to get an option on a large piece 
of residential property that several companies 
are trying to buy," she said. 

Clubhouse architect Bob Bacon, president of 
Studio b, Inc. in Phoenix, Ariz., saidhe would be 
putting his newfound knowledge to work im-
mediately. 

"I'm flying to Hawaii Friday to meet with 
the developer, planner and Jack Nicklaus on 
a new course we're doing on the South Kona 
Coast of the Big Island. The golf course and 
resort must be in balance if a golf resort is 
going to work. I need to know the architect's 
objectives and constraints and he needs to 
know mine. This (seminar) should help me 
right away. Ifs the best way to get what I 
want," Bacon said. 

Nora Berard, a manager at Foxborough 
(Mass.) Country Club, said she attended "be-
cause managers should know a little bit about 
everything having to do with their course." 
Cornish designed Foxborough 20 years ago 
and planned a late-June return to the south-
eastern Massachusetts course to recommend 
possible renovations. 

'We have the original plans, but it will be 
nice to know what goes through his head 
when he designs a course," said Berard. 

Graves said he is pleased at the cross-
section of professionals and their varying 
interests in the field. As for those aspiring to 
careers in golf course architecture, "I just 
want them to appreciate how difficult it is to 
do a good job," he said. "Anyone can route a 
course in lOminutes. ButisitagoodjobPThere's 
so much to itfromstartto finish. People comeup 
to us after two days and say they never realized 
howmuchworktherewasinlayingoutacourse." 

Asforwhathegetsoutofitpersonally,Graves 
said: "I just enjoy teaching. I taught architecture 
forasemester at California State University. But 
I don't have the time to teach classes twice a 
week now. This gives me a chance to keep my 
hand in teaching without doing it full-time." 

Graves said several of his fellow architects 
objected to the seminars at first because they 
encouraged too many people to enter the field. 

"I think we do more to discourage people 
fnombecomingarchitects.Whenwegetthrough, 
they haveamuch better understanding of what 
we do and howmuch workit entails. We want to 
make sure those who are still determined to 
becomearchitectsstartoffintherightdirection," 
said Graves. 

Cornish and Graves plan two more seminars 
thisyear.TheyareOct4-5onLongIsland (N.Y.) 
and Oct 22-23 in Little Rock, Ark. 




