Randy Staton, CGCS (left) and Steve Frazier, CGCS
of the Links Group studying the results of Regal Crown
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BY PETER BLAIS

A local Vermont environmental
board has shot down the controver-
sial Sherman Hollow golf resort, set-
tingaprecedentthedeveloperbelieves
could affect the industry nationwide.

“This could have a tremendous
impact anywhere anew golf course is
opposed,” said Paul Truax, who spent
five years and hundreds of thousands
of dollars seeking approval for his
Huntington, Vt. course. Truax said he
willsoondecide whethertoappealthe
decision back to state environmental
agencies, file a lawsuit or drop the
project.

“Ultimately, opponents of a course
could come back to what happened
here. Despite the best evidence we
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Hollow loses case

could deliver that pesticides we used
wouldn’t pollute, they (District 4 En-
vironmental Commission) turned us
down. Developers elsewhere could
do the same, but opponents could still
argue ‘Well look what they did in
Vermont.” “

What the commissioners did was
vote 2to-1 against the proposed $22
millionproject. Themajority’sprimary
objection, Truax said, was the use of
the Pesticide Root Zone Model
(PRZM) for predicting pesticide
movement through the soil.

“Basically it came down to the
pesticide issue and the board accept-
ing the opposition’s testimony, even
though their witnesses said they'd
hadn’t dealt with PRZM,” Truax said.
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Dry Weather Better”

PRZM is a mathematical model
that considers such things as turfand
soil types, rainfall and pesticide appli-
cation rates to determine the pesti-
cides’ potential to reach ground and
surface water, explained Allen
Crabtree, New England group man-
ager for Normandeau Associates,
which conducted the study.

The model is fairly new and has
been used mainly in agriculture said
Crabtree, Ithasrarelybeenutilized on
golf courses, and never on a course in
Vermont, he added. But it was con-
sidered a better method than soil
columnsormeasuringwells, twoother
common pesticide measuring tech-
niques.

Inasoil column, water containing a
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specific amount of pesticide is placed
in the top of the column, percolates
through and is measured for pesti-
cides as it escapes through the bot-
tom. An Essex Junction, Vt. course
that used soil column analysis was
approved earlier this year, Crabtree
said. But it tested for only three pes-
ticides. And there was no political
opposition. Sherman Hollow antici-
pated using more than three types of
pesticides and there was definitely
opposition, he added.

Monitoring wells, like those used
in the Cape Cod Study, measure golf

Randy Staton, CGCS, Superintendent at Hillcrest Country Club in Indianapolis, has been using Regal Crown
for several years. Be it tees, fairways, or greens, Randy has seen Regal Crown give him healthier and more stress
tolerant turf. Working with Links Group consultant Steve Frazier, CGCS, they discuss their ideas and suc-
cesses on fine turf maintenance and the use of Regal Crown. The results have been there through the years, so
Regal Crown is a part of Randy’s program and Steve’s recommendations, when it comes to a root growth stimulator.

Both men agree the larger and deeper root system with increased root mass from Regal Crown played a
vital role in their being able to withstand the drought of 1988 with minimal water management.
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Home of RegalStar,™ now labeled for use on Bentgrass
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course pesticides found in local wells.
But since there were no nearby golf
courses at Sherman Hollow, monitor-
ing wells were pointless, Crabtree
explained.

Crabtreesaid opponentsdistrusted
PRZM becauseitwasjustthat,amodel.
To accurately predict the future, it
depended on developers using only
the chemicalsthey fed into the model.

“If pesticides were applied in the
frequencyand concentrationsrecom-
mended, we determined there would
be no migration or groundwater con-
tamination,” Crabtree said.

Opponentsalsoargued thatcertain
assumptions might be incorrect, like
thepresenceofundergroundboulders
that could speed migration. That’s
why Normandeau was “very conser-
vative in our estimates,” likely over-
estimating any potential pesticide mi-
gration, he said. “I thought we were
very effective in rebutting their wit-
nesses.”

The Environmental Protection
Agency and state environmental
boardswere supportive ofthemodel’s
methodology and its findings,
Crabtree said. “Unfortunately, the
District Commission found other-
wise,” he said of the local panel, which
consists of laymen rather than the
environmental experts found at state
and national levels, he added.

“The constant was the political op-
position,” said Crabtree. “No matter
whatwe had proposed, they probably
would have said it wouldn’t work. 1
thought we made a strong case in
favor of this course in this location. I
had anticipated a favorable ruling.
Frankly, I was stunned.”

Added Truax: “It was one of two
things. Either they (district commis-
sion) was incapable of evaluating the
evidence we submitted or they chose
to distort it. We had extensive infor-
mation from the best experts in state-
ofthe-art technology. They choose to
listentothe oppositionwitnesses, who
said they were not versed in PRZM,
but that it was inappropriate.”

Truax believes some good could
come of this ordeal if Act 250, the
state’s main developmental law, is
modified or repealed.

“The Act 250 process has reached
the point where it's being inappropri-
ately used,” he said. “It was used sim-
ply to stop development in this case,
not to protect the environment, as it
was intended. The district commis-
sion extended its power past what the
legislatureintended and madeitsown
rules. Many people were unhappy
and they are beginning to realize the
act needs some attention. In essence,
the board is overruling the agencies
and trained experts.”

As for the developers and the town
of Huntington, which supported the
jobs and tax money the project would
have generated, Truaxsaid: “Ifeellike
we'vebeentreatedveryunfairly. Other
golf courses that use the same pesti-
cides received permits over the past
five years. Farmers and homeowners
can usethe same chemicalshere with
no problem. We've been throughalot
of expense and turmoil. I think the
board ignored the support of the
community. I hope it doesn’t cost us
this project.”





