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Fledgling TOCA plans conclave

The Turf and Ornamental Com-
municators Association’s first an-
nual meeting, May 20-22in Atlanta,
Ga., will feature professional im-
provement workshops and tours
of area facilities.

TOCA, formed recently for “the
advancement of the communica-
tions practices within the turf and
ornamentalindustry,” isaccepting
applications for board and officers
positions.

Elections will be held at the
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conference, which will take place
at the Marriott Suites Midtown
Atlanta.

Members will tour the Atlanta
Athletic Club, conducted by golf
superintendent Ken Mangum, and
the Atlanta Braves’ home, Fulton
County Stadium.

People interested in more infor-
mation may contact Den Gardner
at 8500 Normandale Lake Blvd.,
Suite 1200, Bloomington, Minn.
55437.
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ASGCA honors John Zoller
as ‘Renaissance man of golf’

BY MARK LESLIE

Cited as a “Renaissance man of
golf,” John Zoller symbolized super-
intendents, club managers and golf
association administrators when he
accepted the Donald Ross Award
from the American Society of Golf
Course Architects on March 26.

While ASGCA Past President Rees
Jonesclassified Zollerwith Herband
Joe Graffis as “Renaissance men of
golf,” outgoing President Robert Trent
Jones Jr. said the recently retired
seniorexecutive directorofthe North-
ern California Golf Association has
“literally done it all” in golf and “ev-
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ery golf course architect appreciates
what John has done personally to
enlargeand enhance ourprofession.”

Pointing toward Zoller’s supervi-
sion or advisory work on all seven
golf courses within the Del Monte
forest on California’s Monterey Pen-
insula, Bobby Jones said develop-
ment of Poppy Hills Golf Club marks
the first time in North Americathata
golf association of volunteers, with
itsown finances, hasboughttheland,
constructed a course and operated it
forits own membersand the general
public.

“What better way to meet the ex-
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ploding demand for our grand and
glorious game?” he asked.

United States Golf Association
President C. Grant Spaeth, of Palo
Alto, Calif,, told the ASGCA mem-
bers gathered at the Inn at Spanish
Bay: “Your selection of John Zoller
is consistent with my theme,” which
isto provide “playable golfat reason-
able prices” for all golfers.

“There are an awful lot of happy
golfers in this part of the world be-
cause of John Zoller,” Spaeth said.

Zoller, an Ohio State University
graduatewhoworked firstasacourse
superintendent, then as a club man-
ager before taking over the NCGA,
passed on his own kudos.

Citing baseball, football and bas-
ketball scandals involving drugsand
gambling, he gave examples of golf-
ers’ actions that have carried on the
sport’s code of honor—a code simi-
lar to King Arthur and the Round
Tablewhile othersports’codesseem
to derive from the James Gang.

During his 60 years in golf, Zoller
said: “Whatisinteresting tomeisthe
growth of golf groups, such as this
one (ASGCA), over the years. I've
developed enormousrespectforeach
of these groups, for what they've
accomplished and contributed tothe
game. Surely, the one that must offer
the most creativity, and therefore
the most satisfaction, is that of a golf
course architect.”

Referring to “a pleasant and satis-
fying relationship with a number of
golfarchitects” overtheyears, Zoller
noted a successful course redesign
with Bobby Jones's firm. “In a field
where there are many pretenders,
this forever cemented in my mind
the need for always associating with
real professionals,” he said.

Zoller said he developed “a sensi-
tivity of how important the superin-
tendent is to the golf architect and
the continuity of original design after
the architectis gone.

“This must certainly be frustrat-
ing when, after a few short years,
integrity ofyour designsislosteither
because ofacareless superintendent
or a misinformed greens commit-
tee.”

“I must recognize the NCGA and
the opportunity they gave me to be
involvedinthe developmentofPoppy
Hills,” he said. “For me, this was the
thrill of a lifetime, and it was the
result of being in the right place at
the right time.

“To ourknowledge, thisisthe first
golf course fully owned by aregional
golfassociation.”

With 120,000 members in the
NCGA, he said, the first goal was to
build a course that would appeal to
golfers of all skill levels. The second
was to support alot of play.

“I think the result has achieved
bothofthese goals. And beyond that,
it offers quality golf on the Monterey
Peninsulato these 120,000 members
at a very reasonable rate,” he said.
“And so the acceptance expressed
during the four years of operation
justifiesthe hopesofthe NCGAfound-
erswho first dreamed of this project.

“It also answers the question of

Continued on page 15
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Tingle named GCA president | wiimot gives

Fred Tingle, owner of Springdale  other allied associations.
Country Club in Canton, N.C., was “The world of golf is changing so ASPA ss’ooo

elected president of GCA for 1990- quickly that GCA can achieve many Frank Wilmot, owner/op-
91, succeeding vice president Peter  ofitslong-term goals by cooperating erator of Summit Hall Turf
Trenchard. with certain initiatives of other asso- Farmin Poolesville, Md., won

Other officers elected at the an-  ciations,” Tingle said. “In thisway we the door prize of $5,000 in
nualconferencewere VicePresident ~ can lend our insights and assistance grass seed at the mid-winter
JeffHoag, ownerof ScottLake Coun-  to larger organizations that have the conference of the American
try Club in Comstock, Mich.; and membershipstocommandattention Sod Producers Association,
Secretary-Treasurer Gibson Lunt, while we represent our own mem- then donated $5,000 to the

owner of Lake Shore Golf Centerin  bers’interests.” organization to fund research.

Rochester, N.Y. Theboard ofdirectorshasdirected Earlier in the conference,

Tingle’s Springdale Country Club ~ GCA representation on task forces ASPA’s leadership had an-

is one of GCA’s founding members.  ontaxequalizationand environmental nounced that the organization

Tingle has served on the board of  concerns, and attendance at the Al- would become more involved

- | directorssince 1986andwascochair-  lied Associations of Golf, PGA An- in programs that demonstrate

After a round at Sanish Bay’s golf course, ASGCA honoree John Zoller, ~ manof GCA’s Annual Conferencein  nual Meeting, National Golf Founda- the environmental benefits of
left, relaxes with, from left, new society member Jack Nicklaus, outgoing Naples, Fla. He has been a leading  tion meetings, and major golf confer- turfgrass.
President Robert Trent Jones Jr. and past President Pete Dye. advocate of GCA'sinvolvementwith  ences.
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on golf course architects at their
annual conference in March to
help make golf available “across
the board” to Americans.
Speaking atthe annual Donald
Job offers a full cubic yard cargo bed with
* Hydraulic Dump. A new 3500 Ib. capacity

Topdresser that spreads up to 1350 lbs. per
minute over a 15 fi. swath. Both complement
our experienced 300 gallon sprayer.

* | Ross Dinner of the American So-
ciety of Golf Course Architects,
Spaeth, a Palo Alto, Calif., attor-
ney elected in January, said: “Itis
my hope, and belief, and prayer
that (at the USGA’s 100th anni-
versary in 1995) we can all say
that — between today and then
— we will have made it possible
formore Americans to join in the
challengesofplaying the game of
golf...

“Icallit playable golfat reason-
able prices. I happen to think that
it matters in our country that this
opportunity be made available
across the board.”

He said he wasn’t sure exactly
how the architects could help.

“Idon'tknowwhetherit'sapro
bono (for the public good) as-
signment. I don’t know whether
it's simply an adjunct to your nor-
mal work. I don’t know whether
it's being on the city council or
the board of supervisors in your
community. But there’s no ques-
tionabout theimportance ofyour
participating, pushing, being crea-
tive in causing golf to be made
available to more Americans,”
Spaeth said.

“Maybe this is something you
could think about discussing at
the next meeting of this wonder-
ful society.”

Zoller
Continued from page 14

whether a regional golf association
should be in the golf business... In

my opinion we should not compete | 7 ooking for a new full-time working relationship? Maxi-Pro 435 now BE-aEuEe

with private enterprise. Butifashort-
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in my mind that golf is the best-run,
best-organized, best-administered of
all sports activities. And professional
groups like golf architects can only
make it better.”






