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ON THE GREEN Parker, plus plastic, 
puts end to encroaching 

BY PETER BLAIS 
Ask 100 people what they'd most like to 

do on a sweltering, mid-August Dallas after-
noon and it's doubtful any would choose to 
get down on hands and knees and clip fair-
way grass around a green with a pocket 
knife. 

That type of tedious work is an expensive 
and time-consuming proposition. But until 
last April it was the only dependable way to 
stop fairway grass from encroaching onto 
the greens at Dallas Country Club. 

That's when superintendent Scott Parker 
installed a plastic liner he'd developed 
around the edge of one of his greens. The 
liner comes in 10-foot sections, is 5/8-inch 
wide and four inches deep. Running a regu-
lar, manual sidewalk edger through the 
track, he was able to keep the offending 
bermudagrass off his bentgrass putting 
surface all summer. 

The system proved so effective, Parker 
encircled two more of his own greens and 
convinced superintendents at several other 
courses to test it. Encouraged with the re-
sults, Parker has begun marketing his 
greens encroachment device through the 
Arlington, Texas firm Sports Turf Supply. 

"It's working just fantastic," said Bruce 
Hospes, superintendent at Southern Trace 
CC in Shreveport, La. 'We've got it around 
two greens now and this summer we're 
doing the remaining 16." 

The total cost of that job should run Hospes 
in the vicinity of $10,000. Parker believes 
that's a small price to pay compared to the 
time and effort involved in trimming by 
hand, the price of similar products (as much 
as $50,000) currently on the market, or 
(heaven forbid) the cost of ripping up and 
replacing sod. 

'The problem with encroachment is you 

Scott Parker with his greens encroachment 
device 

don't see its effects for six or seven years. It 
happens so gradually that you don't really 
notice it until it's too late. Then you have to 
gas it, remove the old sod, and replace it. At 
$1.25 per square foot, that's about $4,000 

for the sod alone to replace a 30-inch strip 
around an average green. That's not even 
counting the labor and gas," said Parker. 

Parker speaks from a decade's experi-
ence. After graduatingfrom Mississippi State 
University in 1981, he went to work as assis-
tant superintendent at Dallas' Brookhaven 
CC until 1984. He served another three 
years as assistant at Dallas CC before get-
ting his first head job at Southern Trace. 

After a year in Shreveport, he returned to 
Dallas CC where he has been the head 
superintendent since 1988. 

Parker developed his device as an alter-
native to chemicals used to discourage the 
growth of encroaching fairway grasses. 

'They've had varying degrees of success. 
But they don't work on everything," he said. 

That left hand trimming as Parker's only 
option. But since no two people trim exactly 
the same way, the shape of the greens 
changed with different trimmers, he ex-
plained. 

"What we needed was something perma-
nent we could put in the ground," said Parker. 
"I went to several different plastic compa-
nies and gave them my idea. I finally came 
up with a local company that made a dye for 
me and produced about 200 feet to try out. 
We put it in last April. It's worked well. And 
except for the people who do the trimming, 
no one knows it's there." 

The top of the plastic strips are placed a 
cleat-length below the ground so golfers 
won't trip or balls be redirected. The liner 
extends another four inches into the turf so 
the fairway grass can't grow underneath 
and onto the green. 

Parker recently developed connectors that 
will snap onto and firmly connect the ends of 
the 10-foot plastic liners. 

"If they don't butt perfectly, it's possible 
the bermudagrass could grow through the 
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opening. That's something hell have to cor-
rect," said Hospes. 

Once the connectors are available, Parker 
said he'll have an inexpensive, easy-to-in-
stall product that should take two course 
workers about three weeks to put in on 18 
holes. Plans are to market the device to 
bentgrass courses throughout the South 
and Southwest. 

If you have a solution to a problem, or 
an innovation, or a "funny-thing-hap-
pened" story to share with other super-
intendents, we will pay $50 for the story 
or idea. Just write to: Golf Course News, 
P.O. Box997, Yarmouth, Maine, 04096, 
or call Mark Leslie at 207-846-0600. 
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