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Dr. Richard Skogley, center, receives honors
from representatives of the Profressional
Turfand Landscape Conference, Inc. at the
 organization’s annual conferenceat
Westchester County Center in White Plains,
N.Y., in January. Left to right are Frank
Sansotta, president of the New York Turf
- and Landscape Association; Al Maiorano,
president of the Westchester Gardeners
Association; Frank Claps, festivities
~ chairman; and Angelo Maiorano, president
‘of the Long Island Landscape Gardeners
- Association. Skogley, who retired last fall

~from the University of Rhode Island after 35

years, was cited for his innovative
techniques in research and development in

 the turf profession. “Legions of Dr. Skogley’s

students will forever be indebted to him for
his unselfish commitment to their
professional growth and for always being
available when they called upon him for
assistance. He never held back. Dick is a
true professional, educator, humanitarian,
research specialist, and , above all, a nice

| person,” a conference official said.
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The United States Golf Association will
make “a huge investment” in its Green Sec-
tion in the near future, according to the
organization’s new president.

C. Grant Spaeth, a Palo Alto, Calif., attor-
ney elected the USGA’s 51st president at its
annual meeting in January, said that outside
ofthe governance of playing the game, noth-
ing has a higher priority than research into
the questions from drought-resistant grasses
to environmental issues.

He said focusing on the Green Section is
“absolutely in order.”

“We don’t see (research and develop-
ment) happening in the private sector,”
Spaeth said. “Some research simply has to
come from a place other than the laborato-
ries and R&D investments of private enter-
prises.

“We're the only significant player in the
field. We've been investing maybe $1 mil-
lion a year. That will increase, I know.”

Spaeth said the Green Section “may

USGA elects
slate of officers

C. Grant Spaeth of Palo Alto, Calif., has
been elected to head a new group of officers
for the USGA, including Vice Presidents
Stuart F. Bloch of Wheeling, W.Va., and Reg
Murphy of Baltimore, Md.; Secretary B.P.
Russell of Morristown, N.J.; and Treasurer
Eugene M. Howerdd Jr. of Atlanta, Ga.

Elected to the 1989 Executive Commit-
tee, which sets USGA policies, were Ray-
mond Anderson of River Grove, Ill, Judy
Bell of Colorado Springs, Colo, D. Ronald
Daniel of New York City, John P. Diesel of
Houston, Texas, T.J. Mastalir Jr. of Engle-
wood, Colo., John D. Reynolds III of Au-
gusta, Ga., Richard Runkle of Los Angeles,
and F. Morgan Taylor of Hobe Sound, Fla.

New members elected to the Executive
Committee are Thomas Chisholm of Bir-
mingham, Mich., Jerry Stahl of Rochester,
N.Y., and Peter Trenchard of Sister Bay,
Wis.

Spaeth succeeds William C. Battle of Ivy,
Va.,an Executive Committee member since
1978 who, according to custom, served two
one-year terms as president.

Joe Jemsek of Lemont, Ill., and Robert W.
Willits of Kansas City, Mo., also retired from
the Executive Committee.

C. Grant Spaeth

change its orientation to be more problem-
solving because the relationship with the
superintendent and the architect is sensa-
tional. It's wonderful. It works better than
any collaborative thing we do.”

Citing “extraordinary talents” in the USGA
from Executive Director David Fay to Green

Section National Director Bill Bengeyfield,
Spaeth said the staff is “absolutely commit-
ted.”

“It's a matter now of stepping back and
saying: ‘Do we want to be more responsive
to environmental and superintendent needs?
Or are we being responsive enough?’ I want
an answer to that question,” he said. “Also,
what’s the criteria? Do we look at regional
issues? Do we hang in there with drought
resistance (research)? There are some fun-
damental policy decisions to be made by the
board.”

Spaeth said the USGA has a lot of re-
sources and he wants “an efficient and effec-
tive deployment” of them.

100th anniversary
Spaeth, who succeeds William C. Battle
of Ivy, Va., said he is “very, very upbeat”
about his two-year term in office.
The key to his excitement is that USGA
turns 100 years old in 1994-95 and officials
have been asked to be “as expansive as they
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can” to make 1995 the most important occa-
sion in golfin this country.

Spaeth has asked that employees and
board members dream big.

“What should we do in research? We
need $18 million? OK, let’s raise it. How
many more public golf courses should we
build? Let's target it. Someone wants a
Western Golf House. Let’s say, ‘Go for it.’

“So everybody’s in a ‘go-for-it’ mood, and
that becomes an upbeat mood because
you've got people dreaming.”

These questions are all on everybody’s
agenda at the USGA until an April get-to-
gether.

“I'm looking very excitedly about in the
next two years launching a five-year centen-
nial-oriented program,” Spaeth said. “I think
it could be fabulous — and a very happy
experience.

“By June we should have a very detailed
blueprint of a set of goals and a way of
achieving them between now and the sum-
mer of 1995.”

Environmental monitoring equipment
used to be complex and not very accurate.

touch of a button.

Like the ancient pillars of early man, disease pre-
diction can be mind boggling. EnviroCaster changes
history and makes turf disease easier to predict.

EnviroCaster provides the information you need

to make environmentally safe management decisions.
Even when you can’t be there, EnviroCaster is
working 24 hours a day monitoring the conditions
that lead to turf damaging disease. The computer-
ized weather-proof field unit is simple to operate
and allows permanent record keeping with just the
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EnviroCaster

For complete information on how
EnviroCaster can serve you,
contact Neogen today.

Call (517) 372-9200.
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