
GOLF COURSE Accessories are 

NEWS 
Exclusive survey 

BY PETER BLAIS 
You don't have to sell a $15,000 mower or a 

$200,000 irrigation system to turn a buck in 
the golf course equipment business. 

<rWe figure the total golf course accesso-
ries market at $18 million a year," said Steve 
Garske of Par Aide Products Co. 

John Kelly of Standard Golf Co. pegs the 
averagecostofoutfittinganew, 18-holecourse 
at $14,000. 

With that kind of money available, it's little 
wonder many new companies have sprung 

up the last few years to challenge the likes of 
such industry mainstays as Par Aide, Stan-
dard Golf Co., Fore Par Inc., American Eagle 
Golf Product (Lewis Line) and Lesco, Inc. 

'There are many, many small companies 
out there," said Kelly. "And most have started 
up in the last eight or 10 years." 

Twenty-one companies responded to this 
month's survey.Their responses ran the gamut 
from Accuform Golf Limited, which manu-
factures one of the 29 products we asked 
about (fairway rakes), to Standard Golf, which 
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Accuform Golf Ltd. 
76 Fordhouse Blvd. 
Toronto, Ontario MBZ5X7 
Jim Brown 
800-668-7873 
Circle No. 201 

X 

Atlantic Mills, Inc. 
PO Box 680 
Asbury Park, NJ. 07712 
Jack Brady 
800-242-7374 
Circle No. 202 

X 

Bench Craft Co. 
123 N.E. 3rd, Suite 475 
Portland, Ore. 97232 
Fred Matthews 
800-824-8311 
Circle No. 203 

X X X 

Flex Stake, Inc. 
625 Profit St. 
Azle, Texas 76020 
Bob Kinghlough 
817-444-4070 
Circle No. 2 0 4 

X X X X 

Fore-Par, Inc. 
16761 Burke Lane 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 
Mike Neal 
800-843-0809 
Circle No. 205 

X X X X X X X X 

Golf 2000 Corp. 
9842 Hilbert St., Suite 257 
San Diego, Calif. 92131 
Ed Roach 
619-566-6189 
Circle No. 206 

X 

Hamptons of Bristol 
PO Box 1104 
W. Concord, Mass. 01742 
Roger Emery 
508-371-1526 
Circle No. 207 

X 

Lesco, Inc. 
20005 Lake Rd. 
Rocky River, Ohio 44140 
Paul Morgan 
800-825-3726 
Circle No. 208 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Markers, Inc. 
33597 Pin Oak Parkway 
Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 
Dale Hlavin 
216-933-5927 
Circle No. 209 

X X X X X X 

Master of the l inks 
PO Box 52 
Lombard, 111.60148 
James R. Burdett 
708-MASTERY 
Circle No. 210 

X X X X X X 
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big business in golf industry 
manufactures all but one. 

Superintendents rarely rely on one manu-
facturer to fill all their needs, preferring to 
mix and match as suits their needs and pock-
etbooks. For instance, four companies in-
cluded ball washers among their products. 
At Sable Oaks Country Club in South Port-
land, Maine, Superintendent Chuck Welch 
said he chose a company that made a hard 
plastic rather than a metal washer, figuring 
he wouldn't have to worry about rust. 

"Quality is the major factor when a super-

intendent decides what to buy," said Kelly. 
"He won't buy what won't stand up. Our 
products are exposed to the elements, weather, 
chemicals on a constant basis and they need 
to last." 

Buying from different manufacturers is 
made easier by distributors who often carry 
many product lines. "Iron" people, as the 
large mower companies are called, are the 
major accessory distributors. But "soft" prod-
ucts companies — who carry things like 
pesticides, fertilizers, re-fit parts and gloves 

— are becoming increasingly important, 
agreed Garske and Kelly. 

Because "soft" products are generally less 
expensive than "iron" ones, a "soft" products 
distributor may work harder to sell a $130 set 
of flags because it represents a bigger per-
centage of his sales, Garske explained. 

Kelly said the "iron" distributors still repre-
sent two-thirds of Standard Golfs distribu-
tion network. But the number of "soft" dis-
tributors has been climbing. 

"Superintendents havealotto worry about," 

said Kelly. "Accessories aren't high on their 
priority list. They've got insects, diseases, 
rain and otherthings to think aboutthat could 
ruin their course. 

"So a superintendent depends a lot on his 
distributor to give him a good product line 
and what he needs when he needs it. If some-
one steals his flags tonight, he needs to know 
his distributor can get him a new set tomor-
row. 

"Quality and availability are the most im-
portant things." 
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Palm Beach Plastics, Inc. 
400 Royal Commerce Rd. 
Royal Palm Beach, Fla. 33411 
Paul Ulliman 
407-798-8378 
Circle No. 211 

X X X X X 

Par Aide Products Co. 
3565 Hoffman Rd.E 
St. Paul, Minn. 55110-5376 
Steve Garske 
612-779-9851 
Circle No. 212 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Reliable Racing Supply 
630 Glen St 
Queensbury, N.Y. 12804 
Brian Gleason 
518-793-5677 
Circle No. 213 

X X X X 

Rico Mfg. & Supplies, Inc. 
PO Box 240634 
Charlotte, N.C. 28224 
Don Rice 
800476-5611 
Circle No. 214 

X X X X X X X : X X 

Salsco, Inc. 
105 School House Rd. 
Cheshire, Conn. 06410 
Jon Mattson 
8OO-8SALSCO 
Circle No. 215 

X 

SouthWood Corp. 
PO Box 410888 
Charlotte, N.C. 28241 
Ernest Dwight 
800-727-6884 
Circle No. 216 

X 

Standard Golf Co. 
220 E. 4th St. 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 
JohnT. Kelly 
319-266-2638 
Circle No. 217 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X > i X X X X X X X X 

Stone Graphics 
PO Box 130515 
Tyler, Texas 75713 
Keith Austin 
800-232-9015 
Circle No. 218 

X X X X 

The Hayes Co. 
PO Box 4629, E. 37th St. No. 
Witchita, Kan. 67219 
Joe Hayes 
316-838-8000 
Circle No. 219 

X X X 

Yard Edge Golf 
2208 W. 46th St. 
Witchita, Kan. 67217 
Dan Ruhter 
800-284-YARD 
Circle No. 220 

X 


