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Cypress Point's super enthusiastic about job 
32 years ago 
Manuel Cardoza 
took a position 
he'd never regret 

BY PETER BLAIS 
Most of the Cypress Point staff 

had been around for at least 20 
years when Manuel Cardoza joined 
the crew as a part-time laborer in 
1957. 

"I kept saying there must be 
something wrong with them," 
remembered the head superinten-
dent of the world's best designed 
course (so voted in a recent Golf 
Course News architects survey). 
"I couldn't see how anyone could 
stay in any job for 20 years. One 
guy told me I'd be here that long. I 
didn't believe him. But here I am." 

And "here" — the Monterey 
peninsula course in California — 
is where Cardoza intends to stay, 
"until they get rid of me. Why leave 
a good thing?" 

The scenery is beautiful, the pay 
good and the membership treats 
him well, he explains of his deci-
sion to stay at Cypress Point the 
past 32 years. 

Cardoza, who moved to the 
Pebble Beach area from his native 
Lemoore (150 miles to the south-
east) at age 10, joined the Cypress 
Point staff after a three-year stint 
in the Army. 

"I didn't want to go back into 
construction work," Cardoza re-
called. "My mother, God bless her, 
started asking everybody if they 
knew of a job for me. A relative 
who was working here (Cypress 
Point) told her they needed a relief 
man to fill in for people on vaca-
tion. 

'They told me the job would 
only last until the first of the year. 
But the superintendent, Fred Lay-
ton, asked me to stay on steady. I 
ended up just sticking around. 

'Two years later he asked if I'd 
ever considered running a golf 
course. I didn't want to leave the 
area so, even though the pay wasn't 
that much greater, I became his 
assistant. Fred left in 1974 and I 
took over." 

Thebiggestchange Cardozahas 
seen in over the past 32 years is the 
greater demand for a high-quality 
playing surface. That has led to 
more maintenance for him and his 
10-man crew. 

For example, Cypress Point has 
more than 1,000 sprinkler heads 
today, compared to 300 in 1957. 

Voters block 
Crystyl Ranch 

Concord, Calif., voters, by a 4-to-
1 margin in November, supported 
a referendum blocking the Crystyl 
Ranch development, which in-
cluded a golf course. 

The referendum required devel-
opers to limit themselves to the 
454 homes stipulated for the area 
in the city's general plan. The city 
council had approved a limit of 725 
homes on the 512-acre site in Au-
gust, giving rise to the referendum 
drive. 

Those sprinklers reach greens that 
were mowed just three times a 
week then compared to six times 
weekly in the 1980s. 

Greens are top-dressed weekly 
today compared to monthly 30 
years ago. They are aerated three 
to four times annually instead of 
just once. 

Cardoza appreciates the results 
as a turf professional, though not 
as a golfer. Abad back restricts his 
play. 

'The last time I played was 13 
months ago. It just tears me up for 
the next three days after I've 
played," he said. 

On those rare occasions he takes 

The biggest change Cardoza has seen in over 
three decades is the greater demand for a high-

quality playing surface. 

club in hand, the ocean-side 15th 
hole is his favorite. 

"The setting is beautiful on the 
16th and everyone thinks it's the 
best. But I like the one just before 
it. I like the way it's just tucked in 
there. It's a short par 3, just 143 
yards from the blue tees (com-
pared to 220 on the 16th) and 127 
from the whites," said Cardoza. 

There are seven courses on the 

Monterey peninsula. All share the 
same type soil, the same condi-
tions, the same weather. But each 
superintendent thinks his mainte-
nance problems are the worst, said 
Cardoza. 

As for comparing the beauty of 
his course to the others, or to any 
course, Cardoza is diplomatic. 

"There are others that are just 
as great around. This one gets a lot 

of publicity. I think we have a won-
derful design, great location and 
some outstanding holes," he said. 

The members appreciate what 
they have. Although their num-
bers haven't increased signifi-
cantly, the amount they play has, 
up from 9,000 rounds yearly in the 
late 1950s to about 14,000 today, 
said Cardoza. 

The recent earthquake didn't 
slow them down at all, either. 

"We were rattled around a little 
bit, but there was no major dam-
age. We were without power for a 
few days and we canceled a ladies 
invitational tournament. But we 
never stopped play," he said. 

7ways 
Precision Laboratories 

can help you.. 

We oiler 
dozens more 

Precision's complete line of turf products improves your 
performance. See your distributor or call. 

Precision Laboratories, Inc. 

Northbrook, IL 60065 PRECISION 
1-800-323-6280 PRODUCTS FOR GROWTH 

For free information circle #126 

mFC0 EDGE-R-RITE 
MULTI-PURPOSE 

TURF EDGER 

Just like a small sod 
cutter, the Blade does 
not spin, the oscillating 
motion does not throw 
debris. 
Self-propelled and push 
models available. 
Rugged design for 
commercial use. 

Optional Blades: 
^ Disc Blade for cutting straight edge 

Disc Blade 
along sidewalks and driveways. 
Right Angle Blade for golf course 
sand traps, and flower beds. 

^ "V" Blade for removing a strip of turf Right Angle Blade 
along a sidewalk. 

V Blade Write or call 
Turfco Mfg., inc. for d e t a i l e d 
3456 N. Washington Ave. l i t e r a t u r e 
Minneapol is, MN 55412-2688 m c i m 
Ph. 612/588-0741 
Telex 5106013762 TURFCO 

For free information circle #127 For free information circle #128 
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NEW 
TROUBLE 

FOR 
PESTS. 

Country Club 19-4-6 
with 

«yM 'VI 111 
brand carbaryl insecticide 

^^ / 
Announcing Country Club 19-4-6 witti Sevin. A 

new cost-saving combination product with a 26% 
organic homogeneous fertilizer base-and 5.93% 
active Sevin insecticide-for a premium feeding with 
dependable insect control. Or try Lebanon Sevin 7G, 
for straight granular pest control. Together, they're 
double trouble for pests. From the source for pre-
mium quality turf products-your local Lebanon 
distributor. 

T O T A L T U R F C A R E 
A division of Lebanon Chemical Corporation 

800-233-0628 
SEVIN® is the Registered Trademark of Rhone-Poulenc Nederland and B.V. for 

carbaryl insecticides. 




