
Becker devises 
poa annua solution 

BYB0BSPIWAK 
Ask any golf course superintendent what 

he fears most about his greens and the an-
swer will likely be poa annua taking up resi-
dence. Poa, or annual bluegrass, is as inva-
sive as crabgrass, and while puttable, it weak-
ens and disfigures bentgrass greens. It is 
prolific, goes to seed even when cut at putting 
heights, and delights in traveling to a loca-
tions on the soles of golf shoes and on mow-
ers. 

Superintendent Chris Becker runs the 
greens show at Fairways Golf Course in 
Cheney, Wash. His job began three years ago 

when the course was built. His mission: the 
finest putting surface around. This meant 
keeping the Penncross bentgrass greens 
completely free of poa annua. 

Hie weed thrives in this geographical area. 
Springs are wet, autumns a little less so. Sum-
mer days rarely go above 90 degrees and 
winters offer a warming blanket of snow that 
protects the shallow-rooted grass. 

Becker's formula for poa-free greens is 
based on a decade of experience as a superin-
tendent. In this time he has continually tested 
products, talked informally with other super-
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Share your story 
If you have a solution to a problem, 

or an innovation, or a "funny-thing-hap-
pened" story to share with other super-
intendents, we will pay $50 for the story 
or idea. Just write to: Golf Course News, 
P.O. Box 997, Yarmouth, Maine 04096, 
or call Mark Leslie at 207-846-0600. 

INTRODUCING THE EASE 
AND CONVENIENCE OF DRIVING 

A CONVERTIBLE. 

THE ALL IN ONE 3, 4, OR 5 GANG 
LIGHTWEIGHT FAIRWAY MOWING SYSTEM. 

• Versatility plus. A fairway mower that allows you to convert from 3 to 4 or 5 
cutting units from the driver's seat. Mow those narrow areas between green 
trap or extend this lightweight mower to its full cutting width of 106 inches, t 
widest in its class. • Our quick change cutting units float independendy 
for a manicured finish on the widest fairway or the tightest tee. • Then, 
with foot pedal control, fold this unit to a narrow transport width of only 
71 inches, to make tight maneuvers over bridges and into small sheds a 
breeze. • For more information or a free demonstration, write or call us at 
414-699-2000 today. WHERE GREAT IDEAS START. R A N S O M E S 

Visit us at the GCSAA Show, Booth #2302. 
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