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Lyon ushers out successful term with GCSAA 
BY PETER BLAIS dents' Association of America, (three 18-hole public courses and 
This month's 61st annual Golf "All the exhibit space is sold out. a nine-hole par 3), who will con-

Course Superintendents Asso- We've had to make reservations tinue to serve on the GCSAA's 
ciation of America International for more hotel rooms twice al- board of directors as immediate 
Golf Course Conference and ready. And we have over 550 past president. 
Show will be the highlight of people signed up for the super- Among his major accomplish-
outgoing president Dennis intendents' golf tournament ments over the past 12 months, 
Lyon's term. (Feb. 19-20)." Lyon lists: 

"The Orlando conference It has been an exciting and • The association's strong fi-
(Feb. 19-26) will be the largest very upbeat year for the head nancial growth, reflected in its new 
and best yet," said the head of superintendent of the City of national headquarters in Law-
the Golf Course Superinten- Aurora, Colo.'s Golf Division Continued on page 41 Dennis Lyon 

Underground tanks endangering courses 
BY MARK LESLIE 
Citing frightening statistics about the life 

of underground storage tanks, technical 
environmental consultant Mary Malotke of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, warns golf course super-
intendents to beware that their own situ-
ations may become very costly problems. 

Many golf courses have underground 
storage tanks and could face "major dollar 
costs" to clean any spills of hazardous wastes, 
Malotke told an Ohio Turfgrass Confer-
ence and Show audience. 

Malotke, president of Tencon, Inc., said 
there are 4 million underground tanks in 

the United States and their average age is 17 
years. 

"Insurance is required on these tanks, yet 
we are finding that insurance companies 
won't cover tanks over 15 years old," she 
said. 'There is a 77-percent chance of leak-

Continued on page 26 

Faubel eyes 1990 with aggressiveness, optimism 

The second hole at Royal Lakes Golf and Country Club in northeast Georgia shows the 
handiwork of architect Arthur Davis. For more on new courses see pages 14 and 15. 

BY MARK LESLIE 
A governor's ballot initiative that Oregon 

seed growers feel would cripple their pro-
duction has been delayed by a snafu in its 
wording. 

Oregonians Against Field Burning com-
mitted an error that might cost the organiza-
tion the latest battle. Confident that the U.S. 
Supreme Court would uphold wording in 
the petition that said the proposed field-
burning law would "permit" (rather than 
"mandate") reduced field burning, OAFB 
printed 20,000 petitions and mailed 14,000 
copies around the state for signatures. When 
the Supreme Court ruled that the word 
"permit" must be replaced with "provide," 
OAFB's petitions were invalid and it en-
treated the court to rescind its decision. 

"As far as we're concerned, they (the high 
court) can wait until April or May for a 

Continued on page 17 

BY PETER BLAIS 
Superintendents good. Gov-

ernment regulators bad. 
Gerald Faubel would likely 

appreciate the humor if a George 
Bush imitator uttered those 
words. But he wouldn't agree. 

'There's no reason for us to 
be adversaries," said the incom-
ing president of the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of 
America. "We're both trying to 

get the same thing. We're work-
ing together with the EPA (Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency) 
to gain knowledge so we can 
have an environment that's 
healthy for everyone." 

Superintendents and environ-
mentalists are coming to blows 
more and more as golf grows. 
But if the g?nie is to continue its 
upward climb, then cooperation 
rather than confrontation is nec-

essary. 
'The environment is the big-

gest threat to the game itself," 
said Faubel. "The growth of the 
game could be stopped quicker 
by environmental issues than 
anything else, even quicker than 
a change in the tax laws. Right 
now the tax law is very beneficial 
to golf course development be-
cause of the tax deduction for 

Continued on page 40 Gerald Faubel 
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