10 Golf Course News

DECEMBER 1990

Different strokes in
the land of 24-hour light

BY PETER BLAIS

It’s a few minutes past 8 o’clock on
a mid-summer night, the time when
thelastfew golfersin the Lower48are
normally lumbering in the general
direction of the 18th hole.

But while their Southern cousins
are mulling over whether a Bud or a
Miller will go down easier once they
reachtheclubhouse, thelastfoursome
ofthe day is preparing to tee offon the
firstholeat ElImendorfAir Force Base's
Eagle Glen Golf Course near An-
chorage, Alaska.

“Tee times begin at 6:20 a.m and
runthroughuntil8:12p.m.,” said Eagle
Glen general manager/superinten-
dent Al Fry. “We've got six or seven
weeks when you can basically play all
night long.”

And people do. Eagle Glen, one of
the few military courses open to the
public, hostsmore than 30,000rounds
during its brief, four-month season
from mid-May to mid-September.

“That would work out to 90,000
roundsayearin some ofthe Southern
states. It’s not a long season. But the
course is played hard,” Fry said.

Extended daylight and heavy play
presentspecialmaintenance problems
for Fry and his 14-member grounds
crew, a staff he estimates is about 50
percent larger than would be needed
on a comparablessize course in the
continental United States where play
would be lighter and the hours of
operation shorter.

The bentgrass greens grow as
much as 1/4-inch a day in the 20plus
hoursofAlaskan sunlight. Greensare
mowed once and often twice a day in
mid-summer. Fairways are groomed
twice a week.

“We don't have any trouble grow-
ing grass,” understated Fry. “In fact,
we try to slow it down with growth
retardants. Andwe'revery carefulwith
our nitrogen levels.”

Irrigating a course subjected to
round-theclock daylight is a 16-hour-
a-day job. Tees and greens must be
watered every day, fairways every
other day. Eagle Glen has two full-
time watering people, one of whom
works the 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. shift. The
rest of the crew begins coming inat 3
a.m. and stays until 2 p.m.

One of their main jobs is caring for
the 18 Robert TrentJonesSr.-designed
greens. Because of the heavy play,
Fry maintains an ambitious aeration
andtop-dressing programtominimize
compaction.

Greens are top-dressed every two
weeks. They are aerated in early
spring and fall and two to three times
during the summer.

“If you let them get away, they’ll
turn as hard as rock,” Fry said.

Eagle Glen, which opened in 1971,
was carved out of the natural terrain,
according to Fry. There are no ad-
joining fairways, helping it maintain
its natural appearance and making it
an ideal home for ducks, geese, bea-
ver and moose.

“It's quite a zoo here,” commented
Fry. “We even had four or five black
bear sightings last summer.”

The animals people expect when
they first come to Alaska. The first-
rate turf conditions they don't, Fry
said.

“Visitorsthinkit's going to be allice
and igloos,” he joked. “They’re gen-
erally surprised at the quality of the
turf”

Last winter saw a 4-1\2-foot snow
cover blanketing the course. Tem-
peratures frequently dropped well
below zero. To ensure a quality play-
ing surface the next spring, Fry hasto
prepare his facility for those harsh
conditions.

He begins by covering his course
with fungicideafterit closesforplayin
the fall. “With the heavy snows, we're
very susceptible to snow mold,” he

After aerating the greens for the
final time, he completely covers them
withasand topdressingtoprotectand
insulate the crowns.

When that’s done, Fry catches his
breath for a few weeks and begins
preparing the nearby ice rink and
cross-country trails he manages
through the winter. Such versatility
has served Fry well since the service
transferred him from New Jersey to
Alaska 23 years ago.

“My wife and I just fell in love with
the place and we've been here ever

since,” he said.

He was discharged in 1971 and
eventually opened his own construc-
tionfirm. Hefolded the businesswhen
the Alaskan economy went South in
the early 1980s.

An avid golfer, he joined the Eagle
Glen grounds crew in the fall of 1986.
Four months later he was named
general manager. His golf responsi-
bilities include running the pro shop
and snack bar as well as maintaining
the course.

Fry has no formal agronomy train-
ing. He takes advantage of occasional

visits from United States Golf Asso-
ciation agronomists. But mainly heis,
as he said, “a selftaught superinten-
dent.”

“Thelack ofacollege degreeisn'ta
handicap,” he said. “Common sense
and a practical mind are the main
attributes in an operation like this.”

Including the night watering per-
son, Fry’s maintenance crew works
around-theclock from May through
September. Fry can be found on the
course seven days a week during the
peak season.

“It's alot of fun,” he said.
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It takes a real professional to
recognize the benefits of a superior
turfgrass. These superintendents
are pros at growing grass. Their
expertise is invaluable in evaluating
new turfgrass cultivars. So when
we developed Providence and SR
1020 we went straight to them. We
realized that university data was
useful but that evaluation by out-
standing superintendents under
varied golf course conditions was
more important.

These superintendents have all
used Providence and/or SR 1020.
Their comments have been en-
thusiastic about the performance
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These Pros Know A Great Bentgrass When They See It.

of both cultivars: the color, texture,
density, disease resistance,

and heat and drought tolerance
are outstanding.

Providence and SR 1020 also
produce excellent putting quality.
That’s important to the superinten-
dent and to the golfer. Especially,
a professional golfer like Ben
Crenshaw. Ben knows golf greens
and appreciates a bent that can
provide a fine textured, uniform
surface with an absence of grain
for true putting quality.

Both cultivars produce this
outstanding turf and putting quality
with reduced maintenance. That's
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important to superintendents,
golfers, architects, and greens
committees.

So nationwide the pros agree,
Providence and SR 1020 really
are exciting new cultivars. They
represent the new generation of
creeping bentgrasses.
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