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Europe opens arms to golf experts 
BY JAN BELJAN 
Countries from Spain to The Netherlands 

and from Sweden to the United Kingdom 
are hoping to go "golf crazy," yet are en-
gulfed in the same mass of red tape that 
faces golf course builders in the United 
States, according to experts speaking at 

Golf Course Europe '89. 
The exhibition and conference in Wi-

esbaden, West Germany, in October drew 
some of the top names in the golf industry 
from around the globe, and in concert they 
agreed the opportunities in Europe are 
great. 

"There is a pent-up demand for golf in 
Europe," said Michael Redd, president of 
Team Plan, Inc., in Florida. 'The opportuni-
ties for American professionals are great, 
but along with them come some constraints 
—elaborate language, time, working condi-
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U.S. Courses by Length 

BY TOMMY BRASWELL 
With Staff Reports 
Some greenskeeping and tree-

company crews in the Carolinas 
continue to clean up golf courses that, 
in the wake of Hurricane Hugo's 135-
mph winds, looked like a giant game of 
Pick Up Sticks. 

Of the $4 billion trail of destruction 
Hurricane Hugo left as it hammered 
the region from Charleston, S.C., to 
Charlotte, N.C., on Sept. 21, millions 
of dollars of damage were done to golf 
courses . 

Courses from Charleston to the 
Grand Strand as well as some 200 
miles inland were closed — for days, 
weeks, months, and some for as long 
as a year — because of the devastation 
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Photo by Tommy Braswell 
A boat rests on the 12th green at Wild Dunes' Harbor Course 
on Isle of Palms, South Carolina. 
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Supers' 
needs foster 
inventions 

PGA World Golf Hall of Fame Shrine Gardens honor superintendents. 
Garden honors supers 

Shrine Gardens, recognizing golf 
course superintendents' service and 
contributions to the game, have been 
dedicated on the grounds of the PGA 
World Golf Hall of Fame located in 

Pinehurst, N.C. 
Developed by founding sponsor The 

Toro Co., the landscaped gardens are 
located at the entrance to the shrine 

Continued on page 18 

By PETER BLAIS 
A Florida company has developed a 

long-sought solution to the problem of 
fairway grass encroaching into greens 
and tees. 

Boca Raton-based DonuTTrimmer 
Inc. has installed the $50,000 system 
on an experimental basis on four 
Southern courses. 

Despite the hefty price tag, company 
officials claim Greens Encroachment 
will pay for itself in labor savings 
within two years. 

"It will really be a big thing for the 
golf course industry in the coming 
years. It's something we've needed 
very badly and should become very 
popular," said Wilmington (Del.) 
Country Club's Paul Latshaw, one of 
the country's best-known 
superintendents. 

The Greens Encroachment product 
is the brainchild and the latest in a 
string of labor-saving turf 

Continued on page 35 



Travis Point members 
OK major renovation 

Members of Travis 
Pointe Country Club in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., have voted 
to spend $1.4 million to 
renovate the clubhouse, 
funding the project en-
tirely through assess-
ments of the 800 mem-
bers . 

The member-owned 
club expects "significant 
savings" from the remod-
eling, according to board 
president George Lind-

strom. The work will 
consolidate all food-serv-
ice operations on the main 
floor of the club, refur-
nish and redecorate the 
clubhouse, create new 
social and informal dining 
areas and reorganize 
lower-level spaces such 
as the tennis and golf pro 
shops. 

The renovation will be 
done over the first four 
months of 1990. 

Shrine Garden 
Continued from page 1 
building, replacing a moat that 
encircled the area. A plaque 
dedicates the gardens to golf 
course superintendents around the 
world. 

The project began in 1988, 
was completed in August and 
was publicly dedicated Nov. 
2. 

The project is an attempt to 
give superintendents more of 
the recognition they deserve, 
said Mike Hoffman, director 
of marketing for the Toro 
commercial products division. 

'Golf course 
superintendents are 
key members of the 
golfing industry../ 
— Mike Hoffman 

"Golf course superintendents 
are key members of the golfing 
industry who have made major 
contributions to the game," 
Hoffman said. 'Through the Shrine 
Gardens, we hope they receive the 

recognition in this special Hall of 
Fame that they have earned 
through their hard work, expertise, 
and commitment to the game." 

The majority of the 
superintendents in the United 
States, or 9,000, are members of 
the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America. 

The Professional Golfers' 
Association of America, the world's 
largest sports organization, 
consists of more than 16,000 
members and apprentices and is 
represented at more than half of 
the nation's 13,400 courses. 

Connor 
Continued from page 16 
foresees are the special trademarks 
of the various masters—just like 
Ross' bunkering. The industry 
should save those trademarks, he 
said. 

"Part of the reason Seminole and 
Pinehurst dropped out of the top 
10 courses was erosion of their 
architectural integrity over the 
years," Connor said. 

"Golf courses are living, 
changing things .. always being 
changed by top-dressing, weather, 
what-have-you. Having the courses 
permanently recorded on a 
computer disc is a very valuable 
tool because those measurements 
never change." 

Connor also bemoaned his 
feeling that "so many dead 
architects are getting 
compromised on a lot of these 
courses (that are being 
renovated)." 

He hopes officials at old courses 
decide to retain the features that 
are trademarks of their designers 
rather than hire a present-day 
architect to add his or her touch to 
the courses. 

"What we think we've brought 
to the industry with this type of 
technology is the chance for an old 
club to make alterations," Connor 
said. "Say you have a Ross bunker 
that's beautifully shaped and 
proportioned and nicely contoured 
andyou'reveryhappywithitexcept 
it's in the wrong location. 

The new clubs and shafts and 
balls have made the location of the 
bunker complex 200 yards off the 
tee completely out of play. All the 
new guys are driving the ball right 
past that bunker, so you want to 
move it down 30 or 40 yards but 
save its basic shape and 
configuration. 

'This is a tool you can use to do 
that. Just make a computer image 
of it and you can go down the 
fairway and rebuild it. 

'It takes the subjectivity out of 
the process of restoration." 

The PGA's Stillwell added, "For 
somebody to take a bulldozer, tear 
up a green and replace it the way it 
used to be, that's a magical feat. 

"It is a way of the future." 

Palmetto Dunes CC, Hilton Head, SC 

Beauty and the Best 




