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16, North Carolina with 14 and California 
and South Carolina with 12 each. 

Florida also had 45 courses under con-
struction at the end of the year, the NGF 
found, while 22 were being built in Califor-
nia, 19 in both Texas and North Carolina, 
and 16 in Illinois. 

The NGF and others are calling for even 
more course construction, and NGF Execu-
tive Vice President Dr. Joseph Beditz be-
lieves there are some encouraging signs in 

the latest research. 
"That we had a 45-percent jump in new 

course openings in 1988 and that 60 percent 
of these are public are two very positive 
signs," he said. "Equally encouraging is the 
40-percent increase between 1987 and 1988 
in the number of courses under construc-
tion ... although only 54 percent of these are 
public." 

Beditz said building 400 or more golf 
courses per year is possible. 

"During the 1920s there were 4,500 golf 
courses built over a 10- to 12-year period," 

he said. "And this happened again in the 
1960s ... the second boom period for golf 
course development in the U.S." 

According to the NGF report, the total 
number of courses in the country at the end 
of the year stood at 13,626 and the number 
of golf facilities was 12,582. 

A facility may contain more than one 
course. 

Florida's golf boom took the state from 
second place, past California into first in the 
nation in golf facilities with 765. 

California has 745, followed by New York 

with 735 courses, Texas 692 and Michigan 
654. 

Florida also leads in the number of courses 
with 932. California has 836, New York 794, 
Texas 761 and Michigan 721. 

Researchers say that because nearly 70 
percent of the golf being played today is on 
public courses, upwards of 65 percent of the 
new courses must be public facilities. 

The NGF report shows that 66 percent of 
the new courses and 61 percent of the facili-
ties in the United States are open to the 
public. 
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Source: National Golf Foundation/Golf Facilities in the U.S. (1989 Edition) 

The National Golf Foundation routinely lists golf course development. Individuals, businesses and organizations that join the 
NGF receive the listings free. 
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