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Courses breaking hazwaste law

BY MARK LESLIE

Most golf courses today are breaking the
law.

Only 45 percent of the Club Managers
Association of Americamembers questioned
in a poll say their clubs have a hazard com-
munication program, and an industry ex-

pert feels even that is a high figure.

A poll conducted by Public Opinion Re-
search, Inc., of Washington, D.C., and
CMAA's Governmental Affairs Department
found that only 56 percent of the managers
polled had even heard about the law requir-
ing a hazard communication program.

This 18th hole displays a portion of the beauty of New England Country Club in Bellingham,

Mass., designed by Hale Irwin and developed by Forge Development Corp. For more on this

and other new courses, see pages 10 and 11.

Beditz leads NGF into future

BY BOB DRUM

The National Golf Foundation is '"its
strongest in history," says Dr. Joseph F.
Beditz, its new president and chief operat-
ing officer. "I'm inheriting a healthy club
and want to keep it up and keep improving."

Drought woes
plague courses

BY KATHY BISSELL

The drought situation continues to affect
golf courses in all parts of the country.

Most severely hit are areas of Northern
California, according to Don Hoos, director
of agronomy for Landmark Land Co., Inc.,
which has 22 courses from California to
Florida.

"In Carmel and Monterey the
underground aquifer is not as good as in
some areas. There has already been a 20-
percent reduction request for industrial
users, which includes golf courses, hotels
and resorts," Hoos explained. "They can
achieve 20 percent by being more careful
withirrigation, maintaining minimum levels
for grass, not watering roughs. The greens,

Continued on page 16

Beditz, 38, who had been in the job in an
acting status since David B. Hueber re-
signed in January, has high hopes since
being handed the post permanently after a
May 2 NGF board meeting.

. Continued on page 20

The law, which originally targeted heavy
industry and manufacturing, was expanded
to cover golf courses among other busi-
nesses in May 1988.

The federal Occupational Safety and
Health Administration reports that lack of a

Continued on page 28

Oregon
seed law
vote soon

A decision is expected in mid-June on a
proposed field-burning law in Oregon that
may endanger the entire supply of U.S-
produced cool-season golf course grasses.

Observers close to the Oregon state Leg-
islature say the seed industry has enough
support in the House to kill any bill that
would be too damaging to the 70 seed com-
panies and 800 farmers who grow seed in
the state.

But Dave Nelson, executive director of
the Oregon Fine Fescue Commission, is not
taking anything or anyone for granted.

"Things have to cook and take their time"
in the legislative process, he said. "We're
proceeding through the process but we won't
know anything for sure until the final vote
on the floor."

Another industry expert said the state
Senate in mid-May was taking a harsh stand
that would have cut the number of acres that
could be burned in the state from 250,000 to
150,000 this fall, then to 100,000 acres in
1990, and 50,000 in 1991 and thereafter. The
Senate at that time supported raising the fee
farmers pay per acre burned from the cur-
rent $3.50 to $20 or $25 an acre in 1992. A
total of 345,000 acres produces grass seed in
the state. .

Continued on page 19
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"'In five years, we hope to improve at least
as well as in the past five years when the
membership jumped from 1,800 to 3,600,"
he says. "We think we can beat that goal
with our newfound research and bigger staff.

"Five years ago when we really started
digging, there was not as much information
to go by. Now, we have advanced our tech-
nology where we can face problems with a
good idea of what causes them and how to
fix them."

The board believes Beditz is the man to
lead the NGF into the challenging years
ahead.

'l personally believe (Beditz) may prove
to be one of the most dynamic and far-
sighted leaders the NGF has ever had," said
board Chairman W. Morris Walton, presi-
dent of Burton Manufacturing Co., in an-
nouncing Beditz's appointment.

"The foundation has grown significantly
in both scope of services and stature over
the past five years," Walton said. "Dr. Beditz
has not only been an integral part of this
story but has also demonstrated exceptional
leadership qualities during his tenure as a
senior staff member."

Beditz, who was promoted to executive
vice president in 1987, joined the NGF in
1984 as director of research. Last winter he
was named chief operating officer of the
National Golf Corporation, a for-profit sub-
sidiary that the NGF formed to stimulate
golf course construction through feasibility

Jacobs Management

company is sold

John Jacobs' Golf Management, with of-
fices in Buffalo Grove, Ill., and Scottsdale,
Ariz., has been purchased by Ram Thuk-
karam, a businessman based in Illinois.

Thukkaram will be chairman and CEO.

Tim Miles, a founder of John John Jacobs'
Golf Management, will be executive vice
president and chief operating officer.

Miles said, "The new association will be
looking for a greater involvement in golf
facilities for real estate development, both
as managers and turnkey developers."

The company has consulted in the con-
struction and management of golf facilities.

S

All of the devices shown, now in the collection
of Mr. Frank Hardison, were patented and man-
ufactured in quantity around the turn of

the century.

1. Athree-sided putter. Each surface has a dif-
ferent loft for dl&erent heights oltfruum

2. Acombination practice cluband grass trim-
mer developed for caddies to make productive
use of their idle time.

3. “"The Rake" was used in "'getting through"
sand traps and water hazards.

4. Notan undersized wood, this is the handle of
acane used by golfers when taking an evening
strollon the links.

6. A "'nostoop’ ball retriever.

6. The "Urquardt’ variable-loft iron from the
1890's.

7,10. Two variations of practice clubs used to
develop a slow, smooth swing.

8. Adual purpose club. The flat face was used
for putting. The angled fuce was used to nego-
tiate “stymies,”’ by lofting the ball over the
opponent's ball.

8. A roller putter. A tubular roller revolvesona
shaft, ensuring a smooth putt even with ground
contact...in theory.

16761 Burke Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 892647
(714)842-8494

For free information circle # 123

studies and other planning and develop-
ment services.

Beditz says the NGC doesn't have nearly
enough resources to carry the whole load,
and if it breaks even financially, it will hold
up its end.

"The profit was negligible if at all," he
said, "although it helped cut into expenses.
Mostly, we give free help to members of the
foundation, and, unless it's a big problem
using 300 or 400 hours, we rarely charge."

Beditz had to carry both workloads when
Hueber resigned to join the Ben Hogan
company. And over the next three months a
committee of six board members inter-
viewed candidates for the post.

"Both the selection committee and full
board were unanimous in their belief that
Dr. Beditz was indeed the best qualified to
lead us into the 1990s," Walton said.

A recognized authority in golf market
research and development in the United
States, Beditz has been a major force in the
NGF'semergence in recent years asa major
source of U.S. golf course planning, devel-
opment and operational information and
expertise. Under his direction, the NGF has
created a statistical database that is being
used by manufacturers, architects, builders
and developers and golf course manage-
ment consulting firms.

'"We're searching for some qualified men
to help us now as we have our hands full of
research and golf course development,"
Beditz says. "At the Golf Summit (last No-

vember) we explained the industry plan to
develop the potential of the golf industry
over a decade. We have approximately
1,800 courses now and we expect to have
3,600 courses within five years. And to double
that amount in the next five years.

"And, if the membership continues to
grow and we get the needed financial sup-
port, there is no reason why we cannot lay
outthe fundamentals to getting a golf course
built."

Beditz said an important part of the re-
search "is to make sure the conservationists
are satisfied, that we are doing everything in
our power to educate golf architects, devel-
opers and builders to the need to protect
nature."

The NGF figures 400 courses a year will
be developed, up from 150. But it has to
work closely with the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America on envi-
ronmental issues. The old courses didn't
take thatinto consideration, so it falls on the
foundation and other interested parties to
correct the old courses as well as direct the
new ones, he said.

'"When you think about the people who
are involved in golf and get many returns
out of building a golf course, you expect that
the foundation should bulge financially,"
Beditz says. "There are 1,500 chartered
companies with vested interests. There are
golf manufacturers, turfproducers, publish-
ers, golfassociations, golf course architects,
builders, consultants, ad infinitum.

"If everyone just does a little bit or more,
there will be plenty of funds. The more
funds, the more research. The more re-
search, the more golf courses. You can't
beat that."

Bob Drum is a longtime golf writer and
television commentator.

Family Golf
Week promoted

The National Golf Foundation has desig-
nated week of July 3-9 as national Family
Golf Week as part of its fourth annual sum-
mer-long campaign to encourage golfers to
share the experience with family members
and friends.

This year's campaign will include adver-
tisements in leading golf magazines; post-
ers that will be distributed to the nation's
13,400 golf courses, and presentation in June
ofthe 1989 Jack Nicklaus Family Golf Award.

NGF President Joseph F. Beditz pointed
out that research shows that one of the main
reasons today's golfers do not play more
often is because it takes them away from
their families.

"Therefore," he said, "the goal of our
family golf program is two-fold: To intro-
duce more non-golfersto the game and toin-
crease the frequency of play among estab-
lished golfers."

Desighing women

Beljan gains respect in the industry ...

Continued from page 13

Beljan became a summer and week-
end laborer on the golf course under
her golf pro-superintendent father. Re-
sponsibilities included mowing greens
and syringing, fertilizing and other
general maintenance practices. "Of
course," she underlines, "these were
morning duties."

The afternoon saw a change of attire
and a move inside to operate the pro
shop (guest and cart fees, merchandis-
ing, pre-computer handicap calcula-
tions, event scheduling, etc.)

""What a wonderful way to learn golf
— at such a young age and from the
many support facets of golf!" she says.

‘When the family moved to Kingwood,
W.Va., Jan enrolled in landscape archi-
tecture at West Virginia University ona
scholarship.

She continued her love affair with
golf, commuting to the university and
working at Preston Country Club, ini-
tially as a pro shop attendant.

Beljan was on the course the next
year as assistant superintendent. Her
younger brothers and sisters worked
in the pro shop. Fifteen to 20 years ago
it was quite an oddity to see a woman
maintaining a golf course, she recalls.

Jan and her sister Pat; five years her
junior, were similar in appearance.
"Guests often would be startled to seea
woman operating equipment. Then
they'd wonder how Patchanged clothes
and got out on the course on amachine
so quickly after taking their money in
the pro shop."

Jan learned how a golf course could
be maintained on a limited budget —
with hard work, long hours and total
dedication. Dawn till dark, seven daysa

week, was common during the play-
ing/growing season.

Most assistant superintendents do
not have the opportunity to see "the
otherside" of golf, particularly from the
women members' point of view, said
Beljan. "As at every club, there are
players, male and female, good and not-
as-good. There was always a conversa-
tionabout why the low-handicap women
should play from the same tees as the
high handicappers, because the for-
mer generally were young (35ish) and
more athletic. So as much as half my
life ago, I was introduced to a two-tee
system for women."

A cum laude departure from WVU in
1976 and Beljan returned to her native
Pittsburgh to work with the lawn care
division of the Davey Tree Expert Co.,
Davey Lawnscape.

A client was the chairman of the
green committee at Oakmont CC, and
a friend and Pro-Am playing partner
with two of Jan's golf pro uncles. "When
Ileft my card at his business, he knew I
had to be related to either Carl or Willie
Beljan (a good Slovenian name and
quite rare.) :

"He expected to see a nephew and
was surprised to find a niece instead.
He took an interest in me because of
my background, and arranged for me
to meet Tom Fazio at the 1978 PGA
Championship at Oakmont.

Fazio hired her immediately. The
rest has been Beljan's delight.

'"T've traveled to some of the finest
coursesin the U.S. and Great Britain to
walk, play, take pictures and to educate
myself beyond what has been written,"
she says. "The best part is that there
are so many courses yet to see!"

... and Therrien,
too, 1s at ease

landscape architects and land planners.

At N. C. State, she was fortunate to
study with coastal ecologist Dr. Ernest
Seneca. He and associates are widely
known for their research on grasses used
in salt marsh restoration and sand dune
stabilization. She also studied work Dr.
Joseph Diapola had been doing in the
area of drought-tolerant turfgrasses, as
well as the artistry of course designer
Donald Ross at Pinehurst, N. C.

"Through it all, I have expanded my
knowledge about the natural settings
from which golf courses are born. It has
been a complex process and at times
very frustrating," she notes, "but I have
acquired an ability to function comforta-
bly at various design scales, and feel I
know the golf course land-use inside out.

"'T have seen golf course management
and design work change from much
manual effort to skills highly mechanized
and technical. More surprisingly, per-
haps, I've witnessed a male-focused cul-
ture give way to a more cosmopolitan
one."

Therrien says she would be remiss if
she didn't acknowledge other help along
the "trail-blazing" route.

Included were scholarships from the
Maine State Golf Association, and Met-
ropolitan New York and National Golf
Course Superintendents associations.

These were appreciated stepping
stones en route to "The Call" from Cor-
nish and Silva.

"Never in my wildest dreams did I
imagine such an opportunity," exclaims
Therrien. "l am very pleased to be able to
continue the 'design phase' of my career
in the region where it all began — New
England."






