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ON THE LINKS The President's Super 
Secret Security proves a super's nightmare 

If you think he had added 
headaches the past eight years, 
pity Gregory D. Searle the next 
four seasons. 

Searle is golf course 
superintendent at Cape Arundel 
Golf Club in Kennebunkport, 
Maine-the summer headquarters 
for avid golfer and President 
George Bush. 

Bush, once a lefhanded-hitting 
first baseman at Yale University, 

hits from the right side in golf and 
scores in the 81-89 range. 

Searle and the Secret Service 
have taken elaborate precautions 
and made extensive plans to 
accommodate the Bush fitness 
aand recreation program, often 
springing into action on short 
notice. 

Security now must be beefed up 
considerably now that Bush is 
president. There's a lot of course 

acreage to cover in satisfying 
security arrangements. 

Cape Arundel, an 18-hole semi-
private layout built around the turn 
of the century, boasts neither a bar 
nor restaurant. Its members mostly 
are summer residents in the 
Kennebunkport area. The Bushes 
and family have been members for 
years. 

Searles says, "As Cape Arundel 
takes in a certain amount of greens 

fees, just having (Bush) arriving to 
play golf causes a certain amount 
of amazement. 

"The drive into the clubhouse 
crosses five golf holes. You can 
imagine the looks when an 
entourage of limousines, long 
station wagons and the like enter 
(about nine vehicles in all). 

"Having (then vice-president) as 
a member who played frequently 
when at his Kennebunkport 

grounds for 
claims. 
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You've heard it before. "This stuff 
will get rid of your Poa annua. Blah, 

blah, blah, blah." 
Well, ScottsTGRPoa Annua Control 

will help you get rid of your Poa. And 
we've got grounds to prove it. 

Golf courses with tough Poa annua 
problems. And demanding superinten-
dents. Over 2,000 courses, all over the 
country, are now using it successfully 
in their maintenance programs. 

The result? Scotts TGR Poa Annua 
Control has lived up to its claims. 

That's because Scotts patented TGR 
formulation contains paclobutrazol and 
is the only controlled-release, fertilizer-
based Poa control product. The only 
product that halts the growth of Poa, 
then encourages the growth of desirable 
grasses to overtake it. 

And since Scotts TGR Poa Annua 
Control is dry-applied, you get more even 
coverage, and less potential for volatility 
and chemical breakdown. So you can be 
assured of safe consistent results when 
used as directed. 

Your Scotts Tech Rep can give you 
more facts and figures. Or you can just 
call us at 1-800-543-0006. 

The only holes in our 
claims have flags in them. 
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residence, I came up with a 'Do's 
and Don'ts' list which a 
superintendent must have at his 
fingertips," Searle said. 

"1. Probably most important is 
to make sure all equipment is fine-
tuned. It's quite an experience 
having 10 Secret Service agents 
running and driving at you when 
to them a sound of a gunshot is 
heard in your direction. Make sure 
your turf vehicle- you supers know 
which one - doesn't backfire! 

"2. Leave your new puppy 
athome - not in your office in the 
maintenance facility. Seeing the 
president trying to get to your 
phone during an emergency -
climbing over a box blocking the 
door so the dog wouldn't get out, 
maneuvering around - well, you 
know what a puppy often does 
before he learns to do this certain 
thing outside." 

3. Try to schedule your monthly 
top-dressing on a day the president 
and I think all the press persons in 
the world won't be present. We 
had an overly enthusiastic worker 
on the top-dressing machine that 
day. Oh, well, Bush played and we 
managed the top-dressing. 

"4. Spray greens in the evening. 
He might decide to play early in 
the morning, just after you've 
sprayed greens. It appeared he was 
following the sprayer around the 
course! Oh, goodness, why did I 
spray this morning!" 

Searle said dealing with these 
sudden and unexpected situations 
has been interesting, adding, "I'm 
sure I'll add to my guidance list the 
next four years." 

Many courses 
need facilities 

Sports geographer Dr. John 
Rooney notes that although there 
are about 12,600 golf facilities in 
the United States, there are short-
ages in certain areas, especially in 
public facilities. 

"Many people believe that just 
because a course is nearby that 
they have an opportunity to play," 
he said. "In fact, in many 
places...especially the 
South...there is little opportunity 
unless one joins a private club." 

He targeted the southern and 
western regions of the nation as 
having the greatest opportunity for 
golf development...especially pub-
lic facililties. 

The South, he said, has the few-
est golf holes per capita, particu-
larly in rural areas. 

Unique, funny: 
We want them 

Have you had an interest-
ing or unique experience in 
your work? We will print 
humorous and enlightening 
anecdotal stories - straight 
from the links - in future edi-
tions. Send to: Golf Course 
News, P.O. Box 767, Yar-
mouth, Maine 04096. 
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