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In the Northern California
golf industry, “location” took
on a new definition in the
weeks following the Oct. 17
earthquake. Was your course
above Highway 17 — the free-
way from San Francisco down
to Silicone Valley — or at the
end of 17?

If a course was unaffected
by Highway 17 traffic, it fared
better than normal because
golferscouldn’t travel the free-
way south to the Santa Cruz’
area courses.

Aptos Seascape Golf
Course, just east of Santa
Cruz, suffered severely.

“Business is really down,”
said superintendent Mike
McCraw.

“The highway is closed.
People from Silicone Valley
who gethereon Route 17 can’t
get here. A lot of people have
left Santa Cruz. Its beautiful
old main street with old brick
buildings that withstood the
1906 quake didn’t withstand
this one. A lot of people are

really hurting. The houses of
some of my crew were de-
stroyed.”

DelLaveaga Golf Course
superintendent D. Campbell
Turner said play was down 30
percent at that Santa Cruz
course because of the High-
way 17 closure.

Dean Gump at Pasatiempo
in Santa Cruzsaid: “The whole
community was upside
down... No one wanted to
come out to play anyway and
it was difficult for people to

Some courses profited, others hurt from quake

get over the highway here.
The road will be open Thanks-
giving.”

Yet at the other end of
Highway 17 the story was dif-
ferent.

“Business has picked up
because people can’t get to
Santa Cruz. It's now a four-
hour drive instead of one
hour,” said superintendent
Cliff Rourke at Riverside Golf
Course in San Jose. “Our
course was open the next day
(after the quake). When it hit

people just played out their
round. Quakes are not new to
this area, though the magni-
tude of this one was differ-
ent.”

And at Los Altos Hills Golf
and Country Club, superin-
tendent Mike Simpson re-
ported that, although the club-
house was closed a couple of
days, members were out on
the course the next day “and
wondering why there was no
detergent in the ball wash-
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SHORYSTOP

TURF-TYPE TALL FESCUE

Shortstop is the little guy with big
benefits. As its name implies, Shortstop
is a slower and shorter growing variety
of turf-type tall fescue. But don’t let its
stature fool you. Shortstop is plenty
tough. It has heat and cold tolerance,

disease resistance and is widely adapted.

Shortstop forms a beautiful, dense, uni-
form turf of finer, darker green leaves.
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Kentucky Bluegrass

Bronco is a very wide bladed Kentucky
bluegrass that was developed specifically
as a mix companion for turf-type tall
fescue. While its texture and color gives
it the appearance of a tall fescue, the
comparison between the two ends there.
Bronco is elite Kentucky bluegrass all
the way. Its been bred to be less dense so
it won't crowd out tall fescue and yet still
aggressive enough to fill in and repair
damaged areas quickly. That’s what
makes Bronco ideal for sports turf use.
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TURF-TYPE TALL FESCUE

Crossfire turf-type tall fescue is the
only strategy you need for battling a
summer ambush of heat and drought.
Crossfire is a lower and slower growing
variety of tall fescue that exhibits a very
dark green color. It combines improved
heat and drought tolerance with out-
standing turf quality to produce a dense
and durable turf. Crossfire’s high marks
in overall performance during its initial
evaluation proved it was ready for the
field. Let Crossfire show you how to
endure a long summer siege.

Spartan is a robust, advanced genera-
tion of hard fescue that is dark green,
leafy, and persistant. It demonstrates
excellent cold tolerance and creates
attractive, low growing, low maintenance
turf. Spartan mixes well with perennial
ryegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, and other
fine fescues. It is an outstanding compo-
nent in many shady and low mainte-
nance mixes suited for use on home
lawns, parks, and golf course roughs.

AMERICA

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

America is a low maintenance Kentucky
bluegrass that has a dense dwarf growth
habit, dark green color, excellent disease
resistance, and good shade tolerance. Per-
fect in mixes, America is ideal for golf
course fairways, sod production, playing
fields, and home lawns.

Pickseed also produces the following
quality turfgrass varieties: Agram chew-
ings fescue, Jasper creeping red fescue,
Jazz perennial ryegrass, Alpine Kentucky
bluegrass, Exeter colonial bentgrass, and
National creeping bentgrass.

Pickseed products are distributed
throughout North America by quality
seed suppliers.

PICKSEED'

PICKSEED WEST Inc.

P.O. Box 888 ® Tangent, Oregon 97389
(503) 926-8886
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hours.

At other effected courses, irri-
gation systems took the brunt of
the quake’s damage. Although Los
Altos Hills Golf and Country Club
sustained a “sizeable split right
down the middle” of one green,
superintendent Mike Simpson said
five breaks in his main line were
his greatest concern.

Cracks and splits in the cement
pipe system required that sections
of pipe were cut out and new ones
installed. Four of the breaks were
three to four feet down in the
ground, but the fifth was 10 to 15
feet below the surface, Simpson
said, and it was still being worked
on in mid-November.

Superintendent Cliff Rourke at
Riverside Golf Course in San Jose
said his 35-year-old steel irrigation
system sustained a dozen main
line breaks.

“It’s real brittle and the quake
wrinkled itenough to cause aprob-
lem,” Rourke said.

All the pipes around the greens
are PVC, so the damage was con-
fined to fairways, and Rourke said,
“The final effect wasn’t really so
bad because it exposed deteriora-
tions in the system sooner than
normal.

“The breaks were three to five
feetdeep;we dug down and welded
them.”

Yet a universal case against old
irrigation systems could not be
made. Aptos Seascape’s McCraw
reported that his 30-year-old as-
bestos concrete system “came
through with flying colors.”

The earthquake had one posi-
tive effect in that golf course offi-
cials were forced to re-examine
their quake preparedness pro-
grams if they hadn’t already.

DelLaveaga’s Turner said a pre-
paredness training seminar was
held shortly before the quake hit.
“The main thingasfarasthe course
is concerned is that you've just got
to react,” he said.

When that time came on Oct. 17
it was after 5 p.m. and the De-
Laveaga maintenance staff was
gone for the day. But the golf
course marshal was on hand and
he turned off the electricity while
someone else turned off the gas—
the two vital moves.

Pasatiempo’s Gump said, “We
make sure everyone knows howto
turn off the electricity, gas and
water.”





