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Golf world mourns loss of Herb Graffis 

Herb Graffis 

The golf world has been mourn-

ing the death of one of its greats, 

Herb Graffis, who founded the 

National Golf Foundation and the 

Golf Writers Association of Amer-

ica. 

"In my book, he was the great-

est man this industry will ever see," 

said Don Rossi, executive director 

of the Golf Course Builders Asso-

ciation and National Golf Car 

Manufacturers Association, in 

noting the passing of the famed 

golf writer-publisher Feb. 12 in Fort 

Myers, Fla. 

"Herb Graffis' contributions to 

golf can not be measured," said 

Dr. Joseph F. Beditz, executive 

vice president and acting presi-

dent and CEO of the NGF. 

Bob Rickey, executive secretary 

of the GWAA, added, "He was in-

terested only in furtherance of the 

game of golf." 

Rossi, who served as executive 

director of the National Golf Foun-

dation from 1970-1984, said, "Graffis 

was the best friend I ever had in 

golf. From the day I took the job he 

acted as my godfather... 

"I talked with him at least twice a 

week for the past 10 years. He'd 
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'In my book, he was 
the greatest man 
this industry will 

ever see.1 

— Don Rossi 
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guide me when I came up with a 

crazy idea." 

Herb's brother, Joe, NGF presi-

dent when it was Chicago-based, 

huddled every Tuesday with Rossi. 

"The greatest experience of my 

life was being associated with those 

This is where per-
fect lies start on your 
fairway. New Cutless 
50W from Elanco. 

Unlike other turf 
growth regulators, new 
Cutless doesn't stop the 
development of warm 
and cool season turf-
grass. Instead, it 
reduces or slows your turfgrass's growth rate by 
shortening the internodes of the growth stem with no 
adverse effects on their roots. The result is improved 
turf quality and more playable fairways. 

With Cutless, your turfgrass appears 
thicker and stronger for a denser, more consistent 
playing surface. Golf balls just naturally sit up better. 

Cutless also reduces your water use, resulting in 
less turf wilt. And lower irrigation costs. 

But Cutless does more than that. Much more. 
It also gives your turf a rich, darker green color. 

Because Cutless-
treated grass grows at a 
slower rate, there's also 
a dramatic reduction in 
clippings. Up to 50% less. 
With less mowing fre-
quency. Also up to 50% 
less. You not only save 
time and labor costs, you 

can also manage your hard-to-mow areas more 
efficiently. 

Here's another added benefit with Cutless. As 
your turfgrass grows up thicker and more competi-
tive, there's less room for troublesome weeds to 
interfere. Cutless also helps crowd out Poa annua 
for conversion to a more desirable turfgrass such 
as bentgrass. 

1. Sprig of grass in normal state. 
2. Seven to 10 days after Cutless application, mowed sprig some-

times exhibits slight discoloration of treated area and leaf 
tip browning. 

3. Growth reduction peaks between third and eighth weeks, ac-
companied by darker green coloration and increased tillering. 

Don't just take our word for Cutless. Take it 
from Scott Niven: 

"I've reduced clippings 30 
to 50% when we mow 
fairways. My guys don't 
have to empty the baskets 
as much, so we save time 
and money on labor. But 
I think the best advantage 
is the reduction in the 
amount of water you 
have using Cutless. It's 
a marked difference. 

"Initially you get so 
little discoloration with 
Cutless that a golfer 
would never notice it. But 
after 4 weeks, the differ-

ence was between night and day on how dark green 
the Cutless turf was. 

"Cutless helped us convert from 80% Poa annua 
to over 95% bentgrass within five years. But I'm just 
as impressed with how Cutless creates a much thicker 
turf. It makes the grass as tough as nails, helps the 
ball sit up higher for our golfers." 

Scott Niven 
Superintendent, Stanwich Club 
Greenwich, Conn. 

two," Rossi said. "When I was 

wrong they'd let me know When I 

was right they were in my corner 

all the way,' said Rossi. 

"One of the last things we did 

together was a slogan. I sounded 

out Herb with 'Golf Makes Amer-

ica Beautiful.' He countered, 'No. 

Make that "Golf KEEPS America 

Beautiful."'" 

That's now copyrighted by the 

USGA Green Section. 

"When he founded the NGF he 

told the manufacturers, 'Golfs got 

to grow and you guys can help it 

grow.' The manufacturers taxed 

themselves on the shafts and golf 

balls. That funded the NGF for 

years," Rossi said. 

"No one who ever knew Herb— 

and he knew everyone in golf— 

will ever forget him." 

"Herb Graffis was a second fa-

ther to me," said Rickey. 

Graffis' golf writing led to his 

induction into the World Golf Hall 

of Fame in 1977, the first sports 

writer to be so honored. He also 

received the PGA of America's first-

ever Distinguished Service Award 

in 1988. 

Honors in abundance embar-

rassed Graffis. "It was almost im-

possible to compliment him," re-

calls Rickey. 

Rickey cited their contacts in 

recent months as evidence of 

Graffis' intense devotion to all as-

pects of golf. Once weekly, Rickey 

would send Graffis a tape record-

ing of the game's latest develop-

ments. 

Graffis, legally blind, would re-

ply by phone. His picturesque 

comments were as insightful as 

they were colorful. "Has anyone 

thought of doing this?" he'd ven-

ture, or "How does this sound?" 

Almost to the day of his death, 

this frail, desperately ill gentleman 

was trying to contribute to the 

game he loved. His chief concern 

was how the game would fare per-

haps 20 years after his death. 

On a personal note, Rickey has 

especially poignant memories of 

Graffis. He grew up with Herb's 

son, Bill, like his dad a brilliant 

writer. Bill died at age of 50. 

"My wife, Wanda, who died six 

days before Herb, was ailing. I 

didn't want Herb to find out and 

add to his worries, but someone, 

probably old golf writing pal Oscar 

Fraley, tipped Graffis. He'd call 

frequently to inquire, 'How's my 

girl?'" 

The NGF honored Graffis in 

1977 with creation of the Herb 

Graffis Award. It's presented an-

nually to recognize "longtime and 

outstanding contributions in pre-

serving the true spirit of the game; 

specifically as it was meant to be: 

for recreation, good fellowship and 

health. 

Graffis himself received the 

award in 1983. 

Many major golf organizations, 

including the Golf Writers Asso-

ciation of America, which he 

founded and served as president, 

can trace their origins to Graffis' 

early spadework. His golf roots 

ran deeper than any man's, and 

spanned most of this century. 

Find out more about 
giving your course more 
payability with Cutless. 
See your Elanco distributor j 
Or for a free brochure, call 
toll-free: 1-800-352-6776. 

Elanco Products Company 
A Division of Eli Lilly 
and Company 
Dept. EM-455, Indianapolis, IN 46285 U.S.A. 
Cutless®—(flurprimidol, Elanco) 




