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Harrell’s Surfactants  with HydrOtecH™
Excellent control over water repellency, water movement, hydration, and retention problems.

 HydrOtecHTM is innovative chemistry —
the combination of three soil and water 

management features. This multi-functional 
technology increases wetting agent performance 

and delivers consistent, predictable results no matter  
what soil, turfgrass or weather conditions exist. 

Only Fleet and Symphony wetting agents 
contain HydrOtecH technology and have 

demonstrated proven performance  on 
numerous golf courses. 

Please contact your Harrell’s representative for more information

720 Kraft Road • Lakeland, FL 33815
800.282.8007 • www.harrells.com

Water where you want it
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Greensmaster® 3320 TriFlex® Hybrid
The first rider to cut with the precision of a walker.

         DESIGNED FOR  
FUEL SAVINGS  
                    FROM DAY ONE...

toro.com/triflex
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                   BUILT FOR  
      TOTAL SAVINGS  
                         DAY AFTER DAY.

$Count on fuel savings Efficiency that's built-in
Energy Savings Mode provides consistent reel 
speed at lower engine RPM to significantly 
reduce fuel consumption and noise without 
compromising productivity or cut quality.

When it comes to total savings, there’s no competition.

Friction-free stainless steel bearings are just  
one of the many built-in components that  
help maximize horsepower and minimize  
fuel consumption.

Do more with one machine
Toro's exclusive Tool-Free, Quick-ChangeTM  
cutting unit system allows you switch between 
reels and accessories in just a few minutes!  
Mow greens then switch to tees, surrounds, 
thatch, roll greens or spike...

Turn up productivity
Features such as Quick-ChangeTM cutting units, 
lift-gate footrest for easy access to the center 
cutting unit, no daily grease points, InfoCenterTM 
onboard display and automotive-style advanced 
diagnostics all help reduce labor costs.

Wesco Turf, Inc. 
Sarasota, FL 
941-377-6777
Lake Mary, FL 
407-333-3600

Hector Turf 
Deerfield Beach, FL 
954-429-3200

Hector_Wesco_FLGreen_TriFlexTCO_6_12.indd   1 6/21/12   8:13 AM
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INDUSTRY NEWS

When I left Feather Sound Country 
Club in 1989 for another new grow-in 
adventure, little did I know how many 
other things were in store for me out 
of the norm of a superintendent’s daily 
job duties! As it turned out, I would 
become the superintendent of The Chi 
Chi Rodriguez Golf Club. 
It is the first public golf course with a 

school on the grounds and the first and 
only golf course in the country with 
a publicly funded partnership school 
located on a golf course. The golf course 
is a part of the Chi Chi Rodriguez 
Youth Foundation, a non-profit 501(c3) 
tax-exempt foundation that operates 
on private donations and public greens 
fees. The Foundation began on a small, 
par-3, city-run golf course called Glen 
Oaks in 1975, which the City of Clear-

water leased to the Foundation for a 
dollar a year.
Young kids from the nearby schools 

were transported by Foundation vans to 
Glen Oaks after school for golf lessons, 
mentoring and tutoring. The after-
school program followed its founder 
Chi Chi Rodriguez’s motto: “Arm kids 
with clubs instead of arming them with 
guns and knives.”
The program grew and the need for 

a larger course became evident. In 
1989, the Chi Chi Rodriguez Golf 
Club opened on North McMullen 
Booth Road in the Countryside area 
of Clearwater. The course averages 
45,000 to 55,000 rounds a year. In 
1993, growth was again necessary. The 
public partnership school, The Chi Chi 
Rodriguez Academy was born. 

The Foundation, in partnership with 
the Pinellas County School Board and 
the City of Clearwater, opened the 
facility with 36 students consisting of 
one 4th- and one 5th-grade class of 
at-risk students. In 2007, the Academy 
expanded to serve even more at-risk 
students and today it serves 95 students 
in grades 4 through 8.
Kids have always been a part of what 

goes on here. Twice a week, during 
the school day in a program we call 
“shadowing,” students are assigned to 
“shadow” an employee to learn how a 
facet of the business operates. Students 
can be found working in the pro shop, 
administration office, snack bar, and 
cart barn or golf operations. Students 
also have the opportunity to “shadow” a 
department head and receive adult sup-

By Garth A. Boline, Superintendent
The Mission of the Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy & Golf Club

Former pro golfer Chi Chi Rodriguez believes in taking children with a lack of interest in academics and placing them in programs where 
they will receive individual attention to help them become productive citizens. Photo courtesy of the Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy.

Preparing Students for 
the Game of Life
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Country Club
Services,

INC.

Golf Course Renovation & Construction 

• EXCAVATION AND GRADING

• DRAINAGE

• GREENS CONSTRUCTION

• LASER GRADING

• BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

• ATHLETIC FIELD CONSTRUCTION

• GRASSING SERVICES

• EQUESTRIAN CENTERS

William H. Wright, CGCS Robert Farina
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT

749 NE 70th Street • Boca Raton, FL 33487

(561) 756-0068
Fax (561) 994-6861
countryclubsvcs@aol.com

South Florida Grassing, inc.
772-546-4191 800-483-4270

SSCA Certified Grasses

www.southfloridagrassing.com

Bermudas
TifEagle Paspalums

Zoysia

•    Serving Florida for over  
31 years

•  Fairway aerification  
and verti-cutting

•  Custom application of  
insecticides and herbicides904•260•8565

Call us about our GUARANTEED  
insect and weed programs



  

WE SALUTE THE MEMBERS OF THE 

F.G.C.S.A. INDUSTRY  
PARTNERS PROGRAM

Platinum Plus 

Golf Ventures 
The Toro Company, HectorTurf,  

Wesco Turf 

Platinum 

Agrium Advanced Technologies
Bayer Environmental Science 

Beard Equipment,  
John Deere Golf, ShowTurf 

Harrell’s
Howard Fertilizer &  
Chemical Co. Inc. 

Gold 

Syngenta 
Tampa Bay Turf Management, Inc.

SILVER

Winfield Solutions Professional  
Products Group

Bronze 

FIS Outdoor
Independent Turf Partners 

Southeastern Turf Grass Supply   

Thank you very much  
for your Support! 

Partnership Opportunities are available all year.
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port and mentoring in the process.
Supporting the children is at the core 

of everything we do at Chi Chi’s. To 
be a student at our school, their zoned 
or home school must refer the child. 
Specific guidelines are used to identify 
students who are in danger of becom-
ing high-school dropouts.
Chi Chi is all about taking children 

with a lack of interest in academics 
or who have negative home situations 
which make it difficult to adjust to 
classes 
and 
inserting 
them into 
a program 
where 
they receive more individual atten-
tion, positive adult interaction and 
guidance in making positive life 
choices or, as we call it, “Preparing 
Students for the Game of Life.” Incor-
porating a sense of community and 
pride through working with plants 
and vegetable gardens is an ongoing 
concept that we instill in our students.
Two years ago, the Foundation took 

over a run-down driving range across 
the street from the golf club. We have 
upgraded the range with three new 
greens; two shade-covered hitting sta-
tions, and improved turf management 
overall. 
Every day, the children are intro-

duced to the game of golf with its core 
values as set forth by the First Tee 
Program. We introduce kids to the 
game and have a regular golf instruc-
tion session during the day taught by 
our golf professional.
We recently held a summer camp for 

children of all ages. It was highly suc-
cessful and we had a waiting list. We 
are now host to the First Tee Program 
of Clearwater, which serves many 
more area children and opens the 

door to the 
great game 
of golf.
The 

Chi Chi 
Rodriguez 

Golf Club has been a working mem-
ber of the Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program for golf courses 
since 1998 and became fully certi-
fied in 2001. Our students, working 
with teachers and volunteers, put in 
a lot of hard work planting wetlands, 
littoral shelves and erecting wooden 
birdhouses on the course. In addition, 
students are involved in a bird inven-
tory each year as well as maintaining 
an accurate wildlife inventory of all 
the different animals that call the golf 
course home.
We are fortunate to have three 

Master Gardeners help out each week. 
Working with me and students in 

“We are working to create  
citizens who are tax payers not  
tax burdens.” – Chi Chi Rodriguez

The 1st Tee Program at Chi Chi’s Golf Club helps school youngsters embrace the nine core 
values of character and good citizenship. Photo courtesy of the Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy.
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each class, they have planted 
vegetables, woody plants and 
made a rain barrel to capture 
rainwater for irrigation. They 
also helped us attain Audubon 
re-certification by assisting in 
creating a sustainable butterfly 
garden for the school courtyard 
areas.
At the Chi Chi Rodriguez 

Academy and Golf Club we 
strive to build character in our 
youth or, as Chi Chi himself has 
often said, “We are working to 
create citizens who are tax pay-
ers not tax burdens.” 
By learning the great principles 

of golf, they grow in strength by 
learning to handle the ups and 
downs of golf and life. We see 
all our students as capable of 
learning and guide them every 
day to make them part of the 
next generations of golfers and 
responsible citizens.The Chi Chi Rodriquez School is also a member of the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary  

Program. Here students help create a sustainable butterfly garden on campus. Photo courtesy 
of the Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy.

Beneath every meticulously groomed green is dirt. And, the best dirt doesn’t just
happen. At Golf Agronomics Supply & Handling we’ve been perfecting golf
course soil and sand for more than a decade. Our computerized soil blending
equipment ensures that the mix you receive meets your exacting specifications –
every order, every time. With production facilities located throughout the
Southeast, Golf Agronomics offers volume orders and next day service.  

GOLF AGRONOMICS SUPPLY & HANDLING
Serving the Carolinas and Florida

800-626-1359 • FAX (941) 955-4690
www.golfag.com

Legendary greens and bunkers have one thing in common...

they both began with the best soil. 
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Mark Jacobs, golf course superintendent 
at Shell Point Golf Club in Fort Myers, 
looked anxious with anticipation when we 
met at the maintenance facility Feb. 20. He 
was waiting for the bus to drop off a group 
of Shell Point’s residents and golf members 
for a maintenance facility and golf course 
tour. It had been several years since he had 
hosted a similar tour at a previous course.
Mark was well prepared and, as it 

turned out, he had nothing to be nervous 
about. The members were enthusiastic 
and curious and asked questions that 
put Mark at ease because he was talking 
about something he knows very well, golf 
course maintenance and the surrounding 
environment.  
The tour started at the maintenance 

facility with Mark and crew leader John 
Sutton discussing the fully contained 
recycle equipment wash system and fuel 
island, soil bins, blow-off station and fertil-
izer storage. Next, mechanic Greg Cramp 
discussed the equipment repair shop and 
how it was designed and managed with 
safety and efficiency of equipment care 
in mind. While touring the maintenance 
facility, members had the opportunity to 
view before-and-after photos of improve-

ments to the equipment storage area. 
Signs also displayed the cost of individual 
pieces of equipment.  Mark made a point 
that I am sure stuck in everyone’s mind 
when he equated one hour of equipment 
use on the golf course to 100 miles on a 
personal car.  
Mark then took everyone into the 

break room where he had a table set up 
with items like EC and moisture meters. 
Members were particularly interested 
in the automated irrigation system and 
soil moisture sensors and asked a lot of 
questions about water use. Mark and his 
members had a great conversation about 
how important water conservation is to 
Shell Point and the golf course staff.  
Next, everyone loaded up in golf carts for 

the course tour. Mark first took everyone 
to an area where they are working on nat-
uralizing an out-of-play area by removing 
turf and planting native plants. He took 
the opportunity  to talk not only about 
the benefits to wildlife from such projects, 
but also how naturalizing areas can help 
reduce inputs of water, fertilizers and 
chemicals. He also took the opportunity to 
reiterate the benefits of turf and how it can 
be an excellent bio-filter. On holes No. 3 

and No. 4, he talked about a staff project of 
propagating (or recycling) existing aquatic 
plants and how they not only enhance lake 
edges, but also create habitat for wildlife 
and help filter and improve water quality.  
We then had fun on No. 8 exploring a 

gopher tortoise den. The members were 
surprised to hear that the dens are dug to a 
depth that maintains a constant 72 degrees 
and are often shared with other animals 
like snakes.  

Shelly Foy, USGA Green Section, Florida Region

The first stop on the tour was the maintenance facility to show how important 
and complex golf operations are. Photo by Shelly Foy.

Shell Point Facility Tour

Posters showed the cost of equipment and 
the investment a club must make in course 
maintenance. Photo by Shelly Foy.
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PROVEN PERFORMANCE.
SUPERIOR RESULTS.

®™Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC
Curfew is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide. Always read and follow label directions.
Curfew is registered under FIFRA §24(c). Available only for sale and use in the states of AL, FL, GA, NC & SC. Curfew may not be sold or used in Dade County, FL. T38-089-061 (12/11) DAS 010-60771

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DOw 
AgROSCIENCES REPRESENTATIVE

JENNIFER MONkO (N. FL)
(706) 424.5931
jcmonko@dow.com

MAUREEN CLARk (w. FL)
(317) 345.2691
mcclark@dow.com
kEVIN ShEAFFER (E. FL)
(407) 314.1049
kasheaffer@dow.com

www.DowProvesIt.com

CURFEw® SOIL FUMIgANT
•	 Fast, proven control of plant 

parasitic nematodes — 
better-looking turf in two to 
three weeks

•	 Reduced fertilizer and 
water requirements due to 
enhanced root system

•	 Control of mole cricket and 
other soil-inhabiting pests

•	 Recommended for 
established, actively 
growing fairways, roughs, 
tee complexes, greens and 
athletic fields
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The last stop was close to the maintenance facility where the staff 
has worked to create an aquatic haven for all kinds of wildlife, 
which were very much in abundance during the tour. This area 
was a great example of what a healthy aquatic system looks like. 
There was lively discussion from the members about how much 
they enjoyed this area during their rounds.  Mark extended an 
invitation for anyone interested in working on environmental 
projects to join their environmental team. One member is very 
knowledgeable about native plants and offered to get involved in 
creating a plant inventory.  
Mike Mongoven, director of golf at Shell Point, was also on hand 

throughout the tour and thought the event was very beneficial. 
Hosting course tours is a great way to garner support, both for 
environmental projects as well as general golf course mainte-

nance efforts. Mark did this the right way, by planning ahead and 
making sure the information he presented was well thought out 
and interesting. After the two-hour tour, he now has some very 
supportive members, and I suspect that with members talking to 
members, there will be many more who will be lining up to take 
part in the next tour.  

Editor’s note: What a great “How To” article that can be used by 
anyone interested in conducting a tour. In this era of prolific local 
ordinances, tours like this can help members spread the word to 
other friends in the community and support our calls for science 
in the ordinances. Better still, take some county commissioners or 
regulators on a tour.

Mark Jacobs discusses the gopher tortoise habitat and how tortoise 
dens house a variety of species including snakes. Photo by Shelly Foy.

This aquatic haven created by the maintenance employees with  
its abundant wildlife was the hit of the tour. Photo by Shelly Foy.

LAKE MARY, 321-277-2245 SARASOTA, 941-755-4589

PORT ST LUCIE, 772-343-0327 LAKE WORTH, 561-588-5886

CAPE CORAL, 
239-573-9700

SERVICE
LET’S GET YOU

DEPEND ON.
FROM A SOURCE YOU CAN
WHEN YOU NEED IT

FlowNet™ is a global service network of factory trained and 
certifi ed pump station technicians. Through FlowNet, Flowtronex 
offers superior product support and aftermarket service with the 
full resources and expertise of the world’s largest manufacturer of 
prefabricated water pumping systems for the turf industry. Contact 
one of our Florida FlowNet offi ces today, to fi nd out how you can 
lower operating costs and extend equipment life. 


