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HANDS ON

locations, specifically for worms. We pretty much keep a 
history of the activity locations and expect nature to follow 
course. There are time windows that we work within. As far as 
products, we rotate a few different active ingredients depending 
on the timing of life cycles and degree of activity.
Ondo:  If and when any subsequent mole cricket damage 
starts to occur, we spot-treat those areas with Orthene® or 
Dursban® Bait. Any worm damage that begins to show up 
will be treated with Arena®, Orthene or Allectus® on a spot-
treatment schedule.

Do you rotate pesticides to prevent insects 
from developing pesticide resistance?

Davis: Yes, always.
Tyde: Yes, Our main pests are mole crickets, grubs and worms 
but don’t forget about nematodes. It’s hard to rotate products 
here, but I have tried everything that comes out as the next 
latest-and-greatest product.

Have you discussed and/or revised your 
threshold levels for certain pests?

Davis: Not necessarily; we have always been good IPM 
managers.
Tyde: Yes, but it all depends on the location of the problem.

Has the economy affected your chemical 
budget?

Davis: No.
Tyde:Chemicals and fertilizers are the toughest areas to 
sacrifice. We have improved practices to keep our costs down 
but product costs keep going up so we really don’t save much 
money. We try to keep the same budget number and hope to 
be as efficient as possible.

Due to rising costs of products, many 
people set specific acreages to be treated 

annually and then rotate treated areas each year. 
What products are you rotating (Curfew, Chipco 
Choice, others?) and/or how many acres, or areas 
(greens, tees, fairways, roughs are you treating 
and rotating?

Davis: Currently no area rotations.

Do you treat for nematodes  
annually?

Davis: No.
Tyde: Yes approximately 40 acres

8. There is a variety of products on the 
market for nematode control. What is your 

main product of choice for nematode control?

Davis: I still have 10-15 bags of Nemacur®. I only use a couple 
of bags a year. 
Tyde: We use Curfew to begin the year in April; this has 
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actually saved us on our water consumption going into  
our dry season. Also, we use mustard seed extract to 
spot-treat greens and add microbes to help improve roots 
density. There is a variety of names for those products. We 
also use wetting agents and even an occasional fungicide 
application when also dealing with some other non-
nematode related issues to reduce the pressure on  
turf roots.
Ondo:  Our nematode control program consists of 
alternating NeoTec® and Quantum VSC monthly on greens. 
This year we will be treating one acre with Nortica® and 
monitoring the results with some nematode sampling later 
in the year.

New products for nematode control  
include several bio/organic-based  

materials and programs. What products and  
programs including rates, application  
frequency, etc. are you successfully using to  
control nematode populations on your course?

Davis: See  No. 8 above.
Tyde: I use microbes supplied from Nutra Turf/Bio 
Performer on a weekly schedule. We use a one-pound 
pouch per 50 gallons of water in a 200-gallon solution. I 
caution against the word “successfully” in your question.  
It’s still a learning curve!

9

For a quick and easy solution for natural-looking, year-
round green turf, add Green Lawnger® turf colorants to 
your management program.

More green, more play, more profit.

GREENER
LONGER

Green LawnGer® TUrF COLOranTs 
Long-Lasting. Cost-effective. natural Looking.
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Milorganite contains all 13 
essential plant nutrients including 
slow release N and P as well as 
4% non-staining iron.

Milorganite helps to condition 
custom fertilizer blends to reduce 
caking and dust when applying.

For more information contact 
Jaime at 1-800-287-9645
 www.milorganite.com 11
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Gators and Golfers 
Don’t Mix

The role of today’s golf course superintendent has evolved over 
the years to expand well beyond turf management. Many would 
agree that beyond managing the turf, the most rewarding part of 
the job is learning more about our environment. Environmental-
ism and golf course management exist hand-in-hand and are 
embraced by clubs with involvement in Audubon International’s 
Sanctuary Golf Course Program and operating within the recom-
mended Best Management Practices. 
Creating, maintaining and improving wildlife habitats results 

in increased wildlife, and finding a balance between wildlife and 
golfers can be a tricky task. 
Florida golf courses are known for their alligators. Admittedly, 

many seasonal golfers will seek them out to show to a guest and 
they commonly make for good conversation at the end of day. 
Often, the interaction between gator and golfer takes place while 
riding along a lake edge looking for that wayward shot that might 
just still be in play. 
Instead, the golfer comes upon a sunning gator, that’s half 

asleep and minding its own business. The gator will remain lying 
there…  possibly thinking, “Hey, I was here first and I’m very 
comfortable. Thank you.” Or it leaps up and thrashes into the wa-
ter. The important thing is that both remain safe in this situation, 

but avoiding this situation altogether would be even better. 
Here are a couple of easy-to-implement ideas that may help our 

gators and our golfers.

Alligator Beach
Dr. Kent Vliet, University of Florida Coordinator of Laboratories 

for the Department of Biology and alligator behavioral expert, 
visited the Sanctuary Golf Club, Sanibel Island in 2010. During 
a course tour to view all of the lakes, a recommendation was 
made to create suitable areas for alligators to bask that were away 
from typical areas of play. The lakes are mostly vegetated along 
the banks, so it was necessary to pick areas less vegetated with 
the correct sun orientation and a subtle rise to provide the best 
scenario for the gators to use. 
Following the tour and recommendation, two areas were 

chosen. The 9th hole was chosen as very suitable because it had 
seen several golfer and gator interactions. With a small loader, 
the lake bank was graded to allow easy access up the bank and 
dead palm logs were installed to provide a steep wall, deterring 
the gator from going toward the course once in the area. Impor-
tant also was the location relative to the afternoon sun. The area 

By Kyle Sweet, CGCS, The Sanctuary Club
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faces southwest, taking full advantage of the 
strongest seasonal sun for the gator to bask 
in. If desired, a covering in natural trimmings 
could have been placed in the area to camou-
flage it but was not necessary.
Now, after two years, our golfing members 

have recognized that “Gator Beaches” work. 
The gators are keeping happy in the sun away 
from play, and the golfers have a great area to 
view them. Win-Win!

Alligator Basking 
Platform
Paul Bradley, golf course superintendent 

at Bonita Bay’s Bay Island Club, has been 
managing his course for the past six years and 
has plenty of gators and golfers to keep happy. 
Paul has taken an interesting and effective 
approach in one of his several lakes that 
allows gators to bask well clear of his golfers 
by using a basking platform.

  

WE SALUTE THE MEMBERS OF THE 

F.G.C.S.A. INDUSTRY  
PARTNERS PROGRAM

Platinum Plus 

Golf Ventures 
The Toro Company, HectorTurf,  

Wesco Turf 

PlaTinum 

agrium advanced Technologies
Bayer Environmental Science 

Beard Equipment,  
John Deere Golf, ShowTurf 

Harrell’s
Howard Fertilizer &  
Chemical Co. inc. 

GolD 

Syngenta 
Tampa Bay Turf management, inc.

SilVER

Winfield Solutions Professional  
Products Group

BRonzE 

FiS outdoor
independent Turf Partners 

Southeastern Turf Grass Supply   

Thank you very much  
for your Support! 

Partnership Opportunities are available all year.

Above: Sanctuary crewmembers building a protective gator beach area. At top left: 
Gator sunning on a beach created on The Sanctuary Club. Photos by Kyle Sweet.

Sam Bradley, superintendent of 
the Bay Island Club, uses “gator 
docks” to lure gators away from 
the golf course.
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Paul began by researching some ideas for 
this platform online and incorporated his own 
ingenuity into what is now a very successful 
idea that was constructed completely in-
house. One goal was to recycle products 
for the construction of the platform, so 
Paul incorporated 30-gallon, triple-rinsed-
and-sealed chemical drums for flotation, 
PVC piping and fittings for hinges and 
polypropylene roping for fastening. Additional 
supplies included lumber and stainless steel 
fasteners, which in total combined for less 
than $1000.
Once the platform was completed, it was 

transported to the course and placed in one 
of the club’s larger lakes. Unfortunately, it was met with some 
criticism from nearby residents and was moved to another 
location. During the moving process, it was painted black and 
it was being used soon after installation. “First, we saw turtles, 

anhingas, great egrets and everything but gators,” explained 
Bradley. Soon, however, they realized their goal with the 
sighting of a big gator soaking up the sun. Now, golfers 
and staff can both view the gators using the platform while 
working and enjoying the course. Another win-win!

Alligators and golfers will continue 
to interact as long as there are golf 
courses in Florida. In many cases, we 
have created these watery habitats in 
our communities and courses and we 
can have an impact on the protection 
of both golfers and alligators. I’m sure 
golf in Florida wouldn’t be the same 
without the enjoyment of wildlife,  
so good luck with your efforts.

Superintendent Paul Bradley (center) and Bonita Bay crew with a newly  
constructed gator platform. Photo by Maryle Barbe.

Gator basking on platform at the Bonita 
Bay Club. Photo by Paul Bradley.

Lake Masters Aquatic 
Management team gives 

Superintendent Paul 
Bradley and a gator dock 
a tow to its new location. 
Photo by Maryle Barbe.
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Country Club
Services,

INC.

Golf Course Renovation & Construction 

• EXCAVATION AND GRADING

• DRAINAGE

• GREENS CONSTRUCTION

• LASER GRADING

• BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

• ATHLETIC FIELD CONSTRUCTION

• GRASSING SERVICES

• EQUESTRIAN CENTERS

William H. Wright, CGCS Robert Farina
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT

749 NE 70th Street • Boca Raton, FL 33487

(561) 756-0068
Fax (561) 994-6861
countryclubsvcs@aol.com

South Florida Grassing, inc.
772-546-4191 800-483-4270

SSCA Certified Grasses

www.southfloridagrassing.com

Bermudas
TifEagle Paspalums

Zoysia
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Thanks in part to Audubon Interna-
tional’s Cooperative Sanctuary Program 
for golf courses and more avid birders 
turning to golf courses for their annual 
Christmas counts, people are learning 
that golf course truly are great wildlife 
habitats. Each year there are stories of 
skeptics who finally set foot on a golf 
course and see the reality for themselves, 
and there are fun reports of rare or 
unusual critter sightings. Several FGCSA 
members shared the stories below of the 
latest bird count. Space will not permit 
listing the species seen on each course. 
Needless to say, many familiar wading 
birds, waterfowl, songbirds and raptors 
are on everyone’s list. We will highlight 
the number of birds and species and 
some of those rare sightings, which were 
special for the birders.

Sanctuary Golf Club
Kyle Sweet, CGCS, Superintendent

The Christmas Bird Count is orga-
nized by Susan Cassell each year and 
is well supported by our members. 
The club has two 6-seater carts that 
the members use to travel around the 
course in their groups. The results 
from The Sanctuary are provided to 
our local Sanibel-Captiva Audubon 
Society Chapter. We supply Audubon 
International with the Christmas Bird 
Count information with our Coopera-
tive Sanctary Program recertification 
application.
The island splits up into several 

sections, and for years The Sanctu-
ary group has been doing the course. 
The way they did it this year was 

four people riding the front nine and 
four people on the back nine. I typi-
cally do not join in on the Christmas 
Bird Count itself since I do all of the 
member activities throughout the year 

Birdies On Almost Every Hole!

Members of the 2012 Sanctuary G.C. Christmas Bird Count teams were (l-r): Shirley Levine, Dr. John McCabe, Susan Cassell, Denise 
Carnell, Merry Lee Neil, Margaret Nelson, Dr. Wendy Kindig and Suzanne Springer. Photo by Kyle Sweet.

Above: Black-Bellied-Whistling Duck. Right: White Ibis

The 2011 Christmas Bird Count
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PROVEN PERFORMANCE.
SUPERIOR RESULTS.

®™Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC
Curfew is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide. Always read and follow label directions.
Curfew is registered under FIFRA §24(c). Available only for sale and use in the states of AL, FL, GA, NC & SC. Curfew may not be sold or used in Dade County, FL. T38-089-061 (12/11) DAS 010-60771

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DOw 
AgROSCIENCES REPRESENTATIVE

JENNIFER MONkO (N. FL)
(706) 424.5931
jcmonko@dow.com

MAUREEN CLARk (w. FL)
(317) 345.2691
mcclark@dow.com
kEVIN ShEAFFER (E. FL)
(407) 314.1049
kasheaffer@dow.com

www.DowProvesIt.com

CURFEw® SOIL FUMIgANT
•	 Fast, proven control of plant 

parasitic nematodes — 
better-looking turf in two to 
three weeks

•	 Reduced fertilizer and 
water requirements due to 
enhanced root system

•	 Control of mole cricket and 
other soil-inhabiting pests

•	 Recommended for 
established, actively 
growing fairways, roughs, 
tee complexes, greens and 
athletic fields
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High Performance Nematode Control

Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
2935 South Koke Mill Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711 USA
www.brandt.co 
800 300 6559

n
     Neo-Tec S.O. is a highly effective,   

 sustainable and environmentally  
 friendly nematicide that requires 
 no REI down time

n
    Brandt Manni-Plex technology   

 increases nutrient uptake and use,   
 and delivers nutrients to the plant’s  
 active metabolic sinks

No other combination can knock down nematodes and improve plant health faster than  
Neo-Tec S.O. nematicide and Brandt Manni-Plex foliar nutrient technology. 

Neo-Tec S.O. goes to work to attack, disorient and repel nematodes, as well as increase  
the number of beneficial microorganism populations. While Neo-Tec S.O. treats and prevents  
nematodes, Brandt Manni-Plex provides a boost of nutrition that helps heal damaged plants  
and restore health quickly.

Grow with Brandt.co
The proud sponsor of the #31  

Chevrolet driven by NASCAR  

Nationwide Series championship 

contender, Justin Allgaier. 

STEWARDSHIP

3 0 T H E  F L O R I D A  G R E E N

and, as you know, the teams counted 
36 different species and 338 total birds. 
As far as any rare sightings, this was the 
first year for the Red Head Duck and the 
Bufflehead Duck and one Yellow-Bellied 
Sapsucker. Oddly enough, we have only 
had a very few Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers 
sighted over all the years of the counts. Hole-in-the Wall Golf Club

Letter from Monica D. Higgins, Bird 
Count Coordinator

Hi, Russ. I wanted to thank you and all 
the members of Hole in the Wall Golf 
Club for allowing us to count birds on 
your course during the Audubon Christ-
mas Bird Count on Saturday. We had a 
great time. I have attached a spreadsheet 
of all the birds we found with the ones 
found at your course in the last col-
umn. We found a total of 46 species and 
328 birds there including several that we 
found nowhere else. 
You can also compare the increase this 

year in bird species and numbers with 
those from last year when they didn’t 
have the opportunity to include your 

course in the count. I was also pleased 
to use the occasion to reach out to the 
non-golfers in my group. At first one of 
our group was concerned about birding 
a golf course. She thought it would be 
too sterile, too many pesticides. I was 
able to inform her about your work with 
Audubon International and the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary Program. 
By the time we left, the numbers of birds 

we had found amazed her along with the 
great habitats you have developed. She had 
a total change in her opinion. Perhaps the 
best moment though did not belong to the 
birds. Just off hole No. 5 we spied a bobcat!  
Everyone thought it was really great that 
you could have such great course in the 
middle of town that would attract and 
support not only birds but a bobcat too.  
All in all, a great day! We got to see lots 
of birds and met several golfers that were 
excited about what we doing. Thanks  
again for the opportunity and I hope we 
can do it again. 

Submitted by Russ Geiger, CGCS.
Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker

Bufflehead Duck
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