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Industry Leading, Direct Sales of Fertilizers, Chemicals, Plant Protection Products, and Grass Seed.

As your one-stop supplier, Direct Solutions’ commitment to you is simple:

Provide a complete range of the most advanced turf-growth solutions on the market.

Develop agronomic and economic solutions tailored to your specific turf conditions,
budget and delivery schedules.

Deliver proven turf management programs with environmentally-responsible fertilizer technologies,
micronutrients, seed and chemical products.

We proudly offer all leading turf & ornamental products to meet your needs, and feature these fine 
fertilizer technologies along with the exciting new nematode product, MultiGuard Protect.

Our Promise.

Our Partnership.

Our Performance.

Our Products.

www.aatdirectsolutions.com

Controlled-Release Fertilizer

Slow-Release Fertilizer

Proud to be a new Platinum Level sponsor of the FGCSA.
We are Direct Solutions, and we are committed to growth.

Port Orange, FL
Gary Morgan
All
(386) 527-0682
gmorgan@agriumat.com

Naples, FL
Jason Sherwood
Golf/Lawn Care/Nursery
(239) 253-6346
jsherwood@agriumat.com

Clermont, FL
Chris Collins
Golf/Lawn Care
(407) 448-3703
ccollins@agriumat.com

Sarasota, FL
Fred Hemming
Golf/Lawn Care/Nursery
(813) 625-3431
fhemming@agriumat.com

Spring Lake, FL
Jason Chambrot
Golf
561-531-3791
jchambrot@agriumat.com

Lutz, FL
Richard Newman
Golf/Lawn Care
904-404-6175
rnewman@agriumat.com

Jacksonville Beach, FL
Chad Martin
Golf/LCO
904-524-2650
cmartin@agriumat.com

Southeast Sales Manager
Kit Rowe
All
704-770-1805
krowe@agriumat.com

(c) 2012 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS, DURATION CR, XCU, SPREAD IT & FORGET IT and designs
are trademarks owned by Agrium Inc. LOVLAND PRODUCTS and BCMU and designs are trademarks owned by Loveland Products Inc. 
MULTIGUARD PROTECT and designs are trademarks owned by Agriguard Company LLC.

Panhandle, FL
Ed Slatton
Golf
850-375-3566
eslatton@agriumat.com
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Teal, Orange, Green, Ocean and 
Khaki Courses. Sometimes a tee 
location will share two different 
colored markers. The yardage 
total remains within designated 
handicap ranges so your stroke 
rating is not affected, just your 
enjoyment of the round.
During a tour of the maintenance 

facility, Brian explained that they 
use a combination of 60 percent 
leasing and 40 percent purchasing 
plans. 
“We purchase equipment with 

extended-life uses like trap rakes 
and triplexes, which can be staged 
from use on greens to tees to 
collars and first mowings after top 
dressing and aerification,” he said. 
“The same for walk mowers. The 
older mowers are used for those 

initial cuts after seasonal greens 
renovations.”
This is a common practice 

superintendents use to extend 
the useful life of a club’s capital 
investment in turf maintenance 
equipment. 
The key is for clubs to recognize 

that  there comes a time when 
annual maintenance costs and 
meeting member expectations on 
course conditioning collide with 
the budget.
Speaking of capital investments, 

recently the clubhouse underwent 
a total renovation. Brian and 
Aberdeen’s Chief Operating Officer 
Michael DiPietro gave me a tour of 
the facility and over lunch, Michael 
explained the innovative concepts 
incorporated in the renovation and 

also the management philosophy 
and family atmosphere that prevails 
in all aspects of the club from the 
members to the employees.
DiPietro said, “Our goal was 

provide the ultimate country club 
experience at a tremendous value. 
The form and function of the final 
product accomplishes just that. 
In fact the new design has won 
awards and lots of inquiries from 
other clubs. We are proud of that, 
but we are more excited about the 
response and use by the members 
and the operational efficiencies 
that help the staff provide great 
experiences for our members.”
Two great examples were the 

outdoor, multi-pool activity area 
and the Cardio Stadium, a theatre-
style exercise/fitness room. 

DuPont™

Advion®

FIRE ANT BAIT

Always read and follow all label directions and precautions for use. DuPont™

Advion® is not available in ll states. 
See your local DuPont representative for details and availability in your state. 
The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™, Advion® and
MetaActive™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of DuPont or its affiliates. 
Copyright © 2006 E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. All Rights Reserved.
06ADVN003115_.25VB

No second chance
No second call

Professional Products

Fire ant colonies are gone in 24 to 72 hours with DuPont™ Advion®

fire ant bait. Gone, period. Only Advion® hits them with the
MetaActive™ compound providing the power that spreads to help
control entire colonies.

When the colony is quickly and completely controlled, customer
callbacks also go away. Advion® powered with MetaActive™ sets
new standards for fire ant control to help you set new standards
for customer satisfaction. Advion®. Unbeatable Results.
Learn more at proproducts.dupont.com or call
1-888-6DuPont (1-888-638-7668).
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MaiN fuN faCTS

Vehicle: 2007 Nissan Armada
I stay home to watch: NC State football
Last good movie I saw: I can’t remember any recent 
movie I saw that didn’t involve Disney princesses
favorite meal: Filet mignon, baked potato and 
steamed vegetables
What I’ve been reading: Who has time to read?
Prized possessions: My family
Personal Heroes: Members of the U.S. Military
Nobody knows that I:  I’ll keep that one to myself
The one thing I can’t stand: Irrational people
My most humbling experience: The birth of our  
twin daughters
My dream foursome: Jack Black, Will Ferrell,  
Adam Sandler and me
My best “fish” story: Still waiting for one
My most amazing golf shot:  See the answer above

Brian Main with twin daughters, Isabella and 
Savannah. Photo by Andrea Main. 
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“We have three distinct pool areas: 
the Serenity Pool for people to read 
and relax, the Exercise pool with 
swimming lanes for doing laps, 
and an Activity Pool for the kids,” 
DiPietro said. “You will note how 
the landscaping helps to separate 
and frame each area. Brian and 
his grounds staff do a super job of 
doing the detail work necessary to 
keep the area looking great.
“We are also very excited about 

the fitness room. All of the 
equipment is recessed into the 
elevated flooring levels and each 
station is offset from the ones 
behind so that everyone has a 
view through the window wall 
overlooking the pool areas and 
the 18th green. The use volume 
of the fitness room has increased 
dramatically since the redesign 
makes the surroundings more 

conducive to achieving wellness 
goals.”
Another topic discussed at 

length was the work environment 
at the club. Expectations and 
opportunities were a major focus 
and DiPietro was proud of the 
retention, longevity, and 55 percent 
internal promotions rate for 
employees. 
“It begins with the interview 

process,” DiPietro explained. 
“Not only is a club looking for 
the right person for the job, but 
the interviewee should be also 
looking for the right fit for their 
career growth and expectations. 
When we interviewed Brian, I told 
him that we expected his first year 
would be dedicated to making 
the improvements to the course 
that we desired and for him to 
learn our system and get to know 

his fellow department heads and 
employees. During his second year, 
which should be easier, we’d like 
to see him get more involved with 
his professional associations by 
volunteering and getting involved 
on committees. Thereafter we’d 
hope he would assume a leadership 
role and serve on the board(s) of 
his groups which would be good 
for his continuing education which 
would benefit the club and himself.
“I call this a system of deposits 

and withdrawals. In the beginning 
you make deposits of time and 
effort for learning the systems and 
accomplishing primary goals. Later, 
when you need personal time off 
for travel and education and for 
raising your family, you make 
withdrawals.”
Michael DiPietro is the son of 

Jay DiPietro, who helped pioneer 

Bunker fingers define hole #3 , The Grasping Hand. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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 - Operational and Efficiency Audits
 - Construction Planning and Oversight
 - Nutritional Management Planning
 - Integrated Pest Management Planning
 - Capital Planning and Budgeting
 - Labor Needs Evaluations

- Management Planning and Oversight
- Tournament Prep and Recovery
- Member Presentation Support
- Soil, Water, Tissue Analysis
- Cultural Practice Evaluations
- Budgeting

Carmen Magro MBA CGCS has extensive experience working with facilities 
around the world. He has served as golf course superintendent,             

professional consultant, advisor, university instructor and researcher. 

Contact: (215) 908-0044 or cmagro@agmgtsolutions.com
www.agmgtsolutions.com
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Independent Turf Partners

 We proudly offer a wide range of 
   quality turf products including:

Supplying the Golf Course 
and Professional 

Landscape Industries 
across Florida and the 

Southeast Region Since 
2005

For more information or to locate 
your closest ITP Rep, please call

1-800-ITP-TURF

Visit our Website at
www.itpturf.com
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the growth and effectiveness of 
the Club Managers Association in 
South Florida. He has learned to 
appreciate true professionals who 
serve their clubs well, but who 
also understand that it is a joint 
effort by everyone that makes a 
club ultimately successful over the 
long term. He also understands the 
importance of having a global view 
of the issues facing our industry 
and for all committed professionals 
–manager, pro, membership, food 
and beverage or superintendent – 
to participate in their associations 
to grow personally and 
professionally for the success of the 
golf industry.
Brian has certainly thrived in 

this positive atmosphere and he’s 
following the model magnificently.
Like any new superintendent he 

spent long days getting the course 
into shape. He has served in all 
offices of the Palm Beach GCSA 
and is now on the Florida GCSA 
Board of Directors and he has a 
growing family he’s devoted to. 
When I asked him what advice 

he might share with others to help 
with having a successful career, he 
responded, “Never close the lid on 
your ‘toolbox of knowledge.’ Be 
open to criticism as well as new 
ideas. Practice sound judgment and 
agronomic practices. Be a leader, 
a role model and an enabler for 
learning. Finally, be a member and 

get involved in your local chapter. 
Take advantage of the professional 
resources, educational sessions 
and networking opportunities they 
provide.”
My visit to Aberdeen was unique 

in the history of the cover stories 
I’ve written over the years. It’s 
often easy to convey the passion 
of the superintendent for his job 
at a club, but never before have 
I been treated to such a detailed 
discussion of the goals and mission 
of the entire facility. I called it 
“Team Aberdeen.”
“We call it the “Aberdeen Family,” 

Michael DiPietro said.

First Assistant Angela Wilson shows off a back saving spreader rack idea that Brian brought home from a trade show. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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The new ProGator™ 2020A. 
Engineered for the long haul. 
Put it to the test and experience:
• Up to 4,251 lbs.* of payload capacity*

• The industry’s only 4-cylinder gas EFI engine 
• 34 hp** (970cc) of power and torque
• Pick-up style suspension
• New, heavy-duty, hydraulic disc brakes
• A durable 7-gauge steel frame

To learn more, go to JohnDeere.com/Golf.

Let the heavy hauling begin.

*Payload includes 200lb (90.7kg) operator, 200lb (90.7) passenger and loaded attachment, 2WD with Heavy Duty Suspension, Wide Rear Tire
& 4-Post ROPS. Payload tested in accordance with ANSI / ITSDF B56.8 – 2006 standard. ROPS tested in accordance with ISO 21299-2009.
**@ 3600 rpm. Engine Manufacturer Gross Power. Tested in accordance with SAE J1349. Engine horsepower and torque information are provided by engine 
manufacturer for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to engine manufacturer’s website for additional information.

49646

SHOWTURF, LLC 
1365 NEPTUNE DRIVE 
BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426 
Phone (888) 746-8873 
Fax (877) 811-9949  

BEARD EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
3310 SW 7TH STREET SUITE 2 
OCALA, FL 34474 
(352) 368-2951 
beardequipment.com  

B0R010DCU1C49646  -00366017  
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Introducing the all-new Greensmaster®     TriFlex™ Hybrid Mowers. 
Setting a new standard by which all other        riding greensmowers will be measured.
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The ultimate in versatility.

The new TriFlex isn’t just the best  cut-

ting greensmower, it’s the most versatile. 

It has a new Flip-Up Footrest to enable 

easy access to the center cutting unit. 

The exclusive combination of open 

cutting unit access and Tool-Free, Quick-

Change Cutting Units allows you to 

switch from mowing greens one minute to tees or surrounds 

the next – with the same tractor!

Time is money.

By raising the bar on productivity, we lowered your total cost of 

ownership. Each TriFlex rider offers faster 

travel time between greens. The machine 

has no daily maintenance requirements. 

Fast cutting unit change-out, fl uid tank level “windows”, and 

easy access to routine service areas are just a few features that 

will help save you time and money.

EnergySmartTM

What’s good for your greens is also good for the environment 

The Greensmaster TriFlex Hybrid riding mowers are the fi rst 

“EnergySmartTM” labeled products offered by The Toro Company. 

EnergySmart is about effi ciency balanced with environmental 

and fi nancial sustainability, a visible sign of 

Toro’s ongoing commitment to customer- 

valued innovation.

The right choice.

Experience the future of greensmowers today. To arrange for 

a demonstration of the new Greensmaster TriFlex mower, call 

your Toro Distributor at 800-803-8676.

1

3

2

EnergySmartTM

Advanced cutting performance.

Imagine a rider that cuts with the precision of a walker. 

All Greensmaster TriFlex models give you superior contour 

following by combining industry-leading FlexTM technology  

with a double A-Arm Suspension System that keeps the cutting 

units fl oating freely. It prevents step cuts – particularly on 

the cleanup cut, with a unique “Lift-In-Turn” feature. Hybrid 

models also help to eliminate unsightly clip marks with an 

Energy Storage System that delivers instant power when you 

engage the reels.

We gave our engineers the ultimate challenge – design the 

greensmower that will redefi ne precision cutting. With the new 

Greensmaster TriFlex, they exceeded all expectations.

Wesco Turf, Inc.
Sarasota, FL 
941-377-6777
Lake Mary, FL 
407-333-3600

Hector Turf
Deerfield Beach, FL 
954-429-3200

toro.com/trifl ex
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Because of a warmer-than-normal winter and spring, insect life 
cycles and your treatment programs probably began a tad earlier 
than usual this year; of course the drier-than-normal conditions 
may also have had an effect on program timing as well. That’s why 
it pays to monitor and visit your traditional hot spots for signs 
of activity. We asked superintendents to respond to an Insect 
Control Survey for tips and ideas on what they’re doing to manage 
pest pressures. Here are comments by three superintendents: 
Darren Davis, Bill Tyde and Joe Ondo. There may be a few weed 
control comments thrown in for good measure.

Survey Responses and Comments
 Do you make any truly wall-to-wall 
insecticide applications on your course?

Davis: For the first time in over 10 years, I did a wall-to-wall 
for mole cricket control. I used a product from DuPont — 
Provaunt®. I also made my first “almost” wall-to-wall preemergent 
application in over 10 years this year using Specticle®.
Tyde: No wall-to-wall applications this year. Only treating where 
hot spots are active. 
Ondo: The insect control program that worked for us the last 
few years is to apply Bifentrhin® and Imidacloprid® with a wetting 
agent around the end of May through the full moon in June on 
our greens, tees, slopes and clubhouse area. Most of our roughs 
are treated with fertilizer plus Talstar® during that same time frame.

Do you primarily do spot treatments 
including selective greens only in treating 

outbreaks (as opposed to treating all greens if 
you see signs on a couple of greens?)

Davis: Yes I do primarily, but I will do preventive fungicide 
application on greens mid-November to mid- February.
Tyde: Yes, but depending on the pest and time of year, 
aerification schedule determines if we treat all greens or other 

Debugging Your 
Golf Course
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