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DiamonD SponSorS 
Bayer Environmental Science
Harrell’s, Inc.
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
Pathway Technologies, LLC
Show Turf/John Deere
 
GolD SponSorS 
Florida Turf Support
Go for Supply
Golf Agronomics Supply  
   & Handlings
Pro Source One
Wesco Turf
                

Silver SponSorS 
Aerification Plus
Golf Ventures
Pro Plus
Southern Agricultural
 
Bronze SponSorS
Almar
Albritton’s Nursery
Brandt 
Dow Agro Sciences
Du Pont/ Provuaunt Insecticide
Du Pont/ Biological Nematicides
Econem Biloloigcal Nematicide
 

Everglades GCSA
FNGLA
Green-Way
Iltis Mortgage
Palm Beach GCSA
South FL GCSA
Statewide Turf
Suncoast Turf Products
Sygenta
Tee Off Temps
TWC Distributors
West Coast GCSA
Wherry Truck Lines, Inc.

Please suPPort these loyal comPanies who suPPort the suncoast Gcsa.

Special thanks to Superintendent Darden Nicks and the  
Laurel Oaks C.C. for hosting our event.

Thank You SponSorS for making The 

28th Annual Suncoast Scramble 
anoTher SucceSSful evenT!
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The Advertisers 
Make it Happen!

The Florida Green wouldn’t exist 
without the advertising support of 
our industry partners, the suppliers 
who support your local chapter events 
and your state magazine. Since we’re 
reviewing the history  of the magazine. 
Here are those companies that were 
there in the beginning. Some are still 
with us and many more have come on 
board since. Some of the companies 
have merged and some have gone 
away. Here are those pioneers from the 
beginning that will bring back memories 
for the veterans among us. In order of 
appearance in the 1980 issue:

• A & L Southern Agricultural 
Laboratory

• AMETEK Control Boxes
• Atlantic Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
• Atlas Peat & Soil, Inc.
• Club Car 
• DEBRA Turf & Industrial Equipment
• E-Z-Go Textron
• Florida Aquatic Weed Control, Inc.
• Florida Silica Sand Co.
• Hector Turf & Garden
• ICI Americas, Inc. – Primicid
• Lesco of Florida
• Liquid Ag Systems, Inc.
• Master Work Studios/Wooden Tee 
Plaques

• Maxon Well Drilling, Inc.
• Milorganite – Henderson & 
McCartha

• Northrop King Seed

• Precision Pumping Stations/Carroll 
Childers

• Rhone Poulenc Chemical Co.
• Roy Construction & Equipment, Inc.
• Scott, Palmer, Anderson, Inc. - Dr. 
Anderson’s Topdressing

• Scott’s Proturf
• SMCP – Southern Mill Creek 
Products, Inc.

• Spread-Rite, Inc.
• Stan Cruse & Associates – 
Grassing/Renovations

• Sunbelt Seeds, Inc.
• Superior Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
• Swift Agricultural Chemicals
• The Lake Doctors, Inc.
• The Toro Company 
• Turfco/Ransomes
• Woodbury Chemical Co.

Before there was a Florida 
Green, there was the South 
Florida Green. It was the 
official magazine of the South 
Florida GCSA, the oldest 
of the state local chapters, 
having been founded in 1939. 
You can see the founding 
dates of all of the state’s 
eleven chapters in the FGCSA 
membership directory, which 
will give you a brief history of 
the evolution of the FGCSA 
that became a reality in 
1980. At that time, the South 
Florida Chapter in a show 
of unity voluntarily allowed 
their magazine to become the 
official voice of all Florida 
superintendents.

The South Florida Green 
was seven years old at the 
time of the conversion, 
having begun in April 1973. 
The editorial staff remained 
the same for several years 
with Editor Mike Barger 
and Associate Editors Tom 
Mascaro and Max Brown. 
Dan Jones became the 
editor in 1976 and Tom 

and Max continued in their 
roles. The following year 
1977, the first photography 
credits began and Harry 
McCartha of Henderson 
& McCartha served as 
official photographer until 
the summer of 1981. Staff 
writers David Bailey, Guy 
Williamson and Harry 

Lincoln, III also began as 
regular contributors in 1977.

In the early ’80s, Jones 
and Bailey were the primary 
editorial contributors, and 
Daniel Zelazek joined the 
magazine in the summer of 
’81 as the principal cover 
photographer and still holds 
the job today. For many years, 

Mark Jarrell, cgcs, penned 
an editorial column on 
industry issues titled, "Mark 
My Words." 

By the mid 80’s Dan began 
recruiting chapter reporters 
to submit stories on a theme 
or topic for each issue as told 
from that chapter’s perspective. 
My name can be found in 
there from time to time 
reporting for Central Florida.

After 13 years of Dan and 
Irene Jones turning their 
home into a print shop with 
cut-and-pasted pages all over 
the house once a quarter, Dan 
began thinking of retiring 
as editor. Of course the rule 
of the day was you had to be 
a superintendent to be the 
editor. Go figure! Anyhow 
after rounding up stories with 
Irene as the assistant editor, the 
Joneses were ready for a break.

In 1989, Larry Kieffer 
came on board with the 
Spring issue as publications 
director and has held the 
position ever since.  By the 
spring of 1990, I went for 

Celebrating 30 Years of the Florida Green

The first 
Florida 
Green Cover. 
Summer 
1980. Photo 
by Henry 
McCartha
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18th AnnuAl Jeff hAyden MeMoriAl
     envirotron Golf ClAssiC

hosted by the seven rivers GCsA at the World Woods Golf Club

Champion SponSorS

Golf Ventures • Helena Turf Products • Jacobsen
Smithco • Grigg Brothers • Lebanon • BASF • DowAgrosciences • Par Aide • DuPont   

Standard • Mitchell Products • Monsanto • Sustane

eagle SponSorS

 Seven Rivers GCSA • Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Company
 John Deere Golf & Beard Equipment Co. • Valley Crest Golf Course Maintenance

birdie SponSorS

Harrell’s Inc.
Syngenta 

The Toro Company & their  
Florida Distributors –  

WescoTurf, Wesco Turf  Supply  
& Hector Turf

Richard Ferrell Pump Service
Bayer Environmental Science

Almar Turf Products, Inc.
Golf Agronomics Supply and Handling

UF – Institute of Food & Agriculture Sciences
Pinestraw of South Florida

 

Triple-S Golf Ranch
Florida Turf Support – Floratine

DuPont Professional Products
Prosource One

Arysta Life Science
Aerification Plus

par SponSorS

 Growing Technologies • DuCor / Drill Turf • CA-RY Golf • Club Car, Inc.
 Haile Plantation G. C.  • CEMEX • Florida Potting Soils • Liquid Ed, Inc.

thanks to these sponsors for their support  
of this event for turfgrass research
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the Full Monty and became 
the FGCSA president and 
Florida Green editor while 
managing bentgrass greens 
at the Isleworth CC. (Pub 
Director’s Note: Joel didn’t 
mention that he had a heart 
attack that year as well)

In all this time, the 
magazine has gone from an 
eight-page chapter bulletin 
to issues averaging 88-92 
pages in it’s heyday in the 
1980s and 90s. We have gone 
from vertical covers to the 
horizontal fold-out  covers 
and back to single page 
vertical covers. In 1991-92 
we even tried six bimonthly 

issues per year, but found 
the quarterly concept more 
practical for all concerned.

Speaking of the covers, 
people and places besides 
golf courses could be found 
on the covers in the 1980’s 
and early 90’s. Selected by the 
editor they depicted GCSAA 
Conference sites notable 
persons in the golf industry 
and of course scenic golf 
holes. By the early 2000s we 
settled on a rotating chapter 
plan so each region of the 
state could be highlighted 
on a regular basis. Each 
chapter is responsible for 
selecting the cover course and 
superintendent to be profiled. 

In 2007 the FGCSA Board 
approved the addition of 
the GCSAA logo to the 
cover of the magazine 
to reflect unity with the 
nationwide brotherhood of 
superintendents on issues 
affecting our industry and the 
work being done by GCSAA 
to promote our profession. 

Thirty years later the 
Florida Green goes to every 
golf course superintendent 
and club in the state with 
a known address. It is the 
official voice of the FGCSA 
and seeks to educate and 
promote the professionalism 
of our members.

Winter 1995. The era of the gatefold covers. Saddlebrook GC. 
Photo by Daniel Zelazek.

 Fall 2008. Resource 
stewardship forced a return 
to the vertical covers in 2008. 
Photo by Daniel Zelazek. The 
GCSAA logo was added in 
2007.

Discover Phoenix Environmental Care.
A new generation of quality products.

The complete line of advanced fungicides, 

herbicides, insecticides and plant growth regulators 

from Phoenix Environmental Care provides 

superintendents with superior quality, resistance 

management tools and guaranteed performance.  

To learn how Phoenix’s value-enhanced pesticides 

can benefit your golf course, contact 888.240.8856, 

or visit www.phoenixenvcare.com.

©2008 Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. The Phoenix logo is a registered trademark of 
Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. Always read and follow label directions.

Contact Craig Smith at 516.301.8326.

Shortcut to  Production_Traffic.lnk   1 6/30/08   1:55:10 PM
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Amerigrow
Arysta Life Science
Atlantic FEC Fertilizer
BASF
Bayer Environmental Science
Bethel Farms
ChemDynamics/GrowingTech/ 
   Wellmark
Dow Agrosciences
Ducor International
Dupont Professional Products

Florida Shell Landscapes
Florida Superior Sand, Inc.
Golf Agronomics
Golf Ventures
Green Edge Technologies LLC
GREENZKEEPER
Harrells, Inc.
Hoodridge Unlimited
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
Humate International
King Ranch, Inc.
PBI Gordon

Pro Grounds Products
Pro Plus Golf Services
Pro Source One
Purdy Construction
Quali-Pro
Ragan Technical Solutions
South Florida Grassing
Sullivan Electric
Syngenta
The Andersons, Inc.
Upstart Products, Inc. 

BOOTH SPONSORS

UNiqUe TURf, iNc.    eqUiPMeNT SPONSORS
  flORida TURf SUPPORT     HeNdRix aNd dail, iNc.

PReSeNTiNG SPONSORS    HecTOR TURf     SHOw TURf Of SOUTH flORida   
THe KilPaTRicK cOMPaNieS (TURf aNd cOMMeRcial eqUiPMeNT)

THaNK yOU TO THe  
fOllOwiNG SPONSORS Of THe
23Rd aNNUal SfGcSa exPOSiTiON  

                       MaRcH 25, 2010
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History is a fascinating window to 
look through, and I really enjoy doing 
background searches on our cover 
story courses. The Coral Oaks story is 
a perfect example of interesting tidbits 
and anecdotes that go unheralded until 
it becomes story time once again.

Coral Oaks is the municipal golf 
course for the city of Cape Coral and 
opened in 1988. The Arthur Hills course 
wasn’t built until 30 years after the city 
was founded by the Gulf American 
Corporation.  Prior to 1958 Cape Coral 
was mainly a hunting and fishing camp 
on Redfish Point on the Caloosahatchee 
River.

In 1963 Cape Coral covered 103 
square miles with a population of 
2,850. The land is mainly a peninsula 
bounded on the east and south by the 
Caloosahatchee River and on the west 
by Matlacha Pass which leads to San 
Carlos Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. 

There were 80 miles of roads, 1,300 
buildings, a public yacht club and one 
golf course. Before the Cape Coral 
Bridge was built, it was a 20-mile trip to 
Fort Myers just across the river.

By 2009, thanks in part to the 
building boom of the 1980s and ‘90s, 
Cape Coral is the third-largest city 
by area (120 sq. mi) and ninth largest 
by population at 162,852. It contains 
parks and eco-preserves, more than 
400 miles of navigable waterways, and 
seven golf courses in the city limits. 
While Cape Coral sports a large retiree 
population, in the 1990s young families 
and professionals began moving in as 
well. Cape Coral is also the home of the 
largest number of burrowing owls in the 
state.

According to an article by Larry 

Kieffer in the The Florida Green 20 years 
ago, one of the most remarkable facts is 
that the Coral Oaks Golf Club cost the 
city and its taxpayers just $10 to build. 
That was the token cost for the land 
donated by the developer. The actual 
construction cost was financed through 
municipal bonds which were retired 
from golf course operating revenues.

Today, we find the city’s golf course 
hosting around 63,000 rounds per 
year. Unlike many courses that see 
winter feasts and summer famines, 
superintendent Jim Foster, cgcs says the 
course usually averages more than 100 
rounds per day year-around. 

Foster added, “Of course in the 
dog days of summer the tee times are 
more concentrated in the morning and 
twilight special hours.”

Coral Oaks Golf Club

The People’s Choice
Reaching the 2nd green is a 401 yard journey on this tree lined par 4 hole. Photo by 
Daniel Zelazek
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Unlike traditional herbicides, Celsius™ works with less risk of turf damage, even at high 
temperatures. Celsius, the newest generation post-emergent herbicide, effectively 
controls over 100 weeds, including several hard-to-control grasses and broadleaf 
weeds. Plus, Celsius offers pre-emergent control of germinating weeds – after all, 
healthy, weed free turf is the best herbicide available on the market. Celsius delivers 
superior results in balance with consideration for our environment, because we believe 

in Protecting Tomorrow, Today. And, as always, you’re Backed by Bayer 
and all the science and technology that support it. Sustainable weed 
control from a name you trust.

Celsius.™ A higher degree of weed control.

 Celsius.™
Weeds vanish without a trace.

Bayer Environmental Science, a business group of Bayer CropScience LP, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Celsius is a 
trademark of Bayer. Not all products are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions carefully. ©2010 Bayer CropScience, LP

Murdannia nudifl ora (Doveweed) is a summer annual identifi ed by its fl eshy, narrow lance-shaped leaves as well as its stems that root at 
nodes. Doveweed is also identifi ed by short leaf sheaths with short hairs on the upper margins. Doveweed usually germinates later in the 
growing season than other summer annuals and can be found from Virginia, into Georgia, through Florida and west into Texas.
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How ironic.

The green choice 
 just happens to be red.
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* Both 3150-Q & 2500E units were tested side-by-side at full throttle under typical crosscut mowing conditions.

The Toro® Greensmaster® 3150-Q uses up to 50% less fuel 
than the John Deere® 2500E gas Hybrid.* Looking for the highest return on your 

greensmower investment? There’s no comparison. Not only is the Greensmaster more fuel 

effi cient, it’s also much quieter. Throw in easy maintenance and unparalleled quality of cut, 

and it’s easy to see why Greensmaster is the industry leader.   The right choice.

Greensmaster® 3150-Q

JD 2500E

Hector Turf
Deerfield Beach, FL 
954-429-3200

Wesco Turf, Inc.
Sarasota, FL 
941-377-6777
Lake Mary, FL 
407-333-3600

www.toro.com/greens

Hector_Wesco_FLGreen_Ad_4_10.indd   1 4/8/10   9:22 AM


