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SPOTLIGHT: FUN IN THE SUN
As the winter golf season wanes, so waxes the social season, as chapters squeeze in
weekend fund-raising tournaments and professional education. The South Florida
Expo and the North Central Florida Turfgrass Field Days showcased IFAS research.

COVER STORY: LAKE WALES COUNTRY CLUB
Perched on the rolling sandy hills of the Central Florida Ridge,
Lake Wales Country Club presents our second consecutive opportunity
to showcase Donald Ross classic landmark of the 1920s.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: THEY'RE STILL PRINTING?
Luke Cella, executive director of the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents, exhorts his members to adapt the communication systems
of today's digital-savvy younger generation. He makes a good case.

HANDS ON: ULTRADWARES AND PASPALUMS

The point is to understand that when you change grasses, you must also change
methods. You will still mow, water, fertilize, verticut and aerify, but there will be
changes in how you do those things and why you must do them differently.

STEWARDSHIP: GoPHER TORTOISE NEEDS YOUR HELP
The gopher tortoise, gopherus polyphemus, belongs to a group of land tortoises
that originated in North America 60 million years ago, thus making it one
of our oldest living species. It needs our help and we're in a position to give it.

AFTERWORDS: FAREWELL, GOOD FRIEND
Joel Jackson eulogizes Rick Tatum, superintendent at Grey Oaks CC in Naples,
who was killed in a boating accident July 2.
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Matt Taylor, CGCS
President

It's All About

Planning and
Relationships

Summer is certainly here with higher
temperatures and humidity and less traffic on
golf courses and roads... except for those of you in
northwest Florida, who are well into your beach
(and golf) season and are waiting for summer to
end. The summer rains have begun. We appear to
be receiving enough rainfall to turn the tide on the
drought situation and give alarmists less to talk
about.

May was a great month with many events
including the EGCSA’s Poa weekend held at the
Naples Beach Club. It was great to see so many
people and families enjoying the time together.
Congratulations to the EGCSA board, which
nicely managed not only the Poa but also the G.
C. Horn tournament. Hats off to Seth Strickland
who secured a spot on the
FGCSA golf team in the
stroke-play tournament
at Naples Grande. At the
FGCSA Past President’s
Dinner, Joe Pantaleo was
presented with the FGCSA
Distinguished Service
Award for his many years
of service and leadership
for the FGCSA and his
local chapter.

In August, the FGCSA summer board meeting
will be held at the Grand Cypress resort in
Orlando in conjunction with the Crowfoot Open.
If you have not been to this event, it really is a
worthwhile weekend. At that time Shane Bass,
CGCS will take over as the new FGCSA president
and I will begin my year as past president.

I have often been asked how am I able to spend
so much time working on association business,
keep my job, have time for my family and find
time for other activities. It is much easier to say
(or in this case write) than do, but it seems to me
to boil down to planning and relationships. The
planning piece is more concrete. Daily planners,
seminars and books help with time management.
But building working relationships with people is
the piece that requires constant diligence.

Relationships with people are keys to becoming
successful and finding a balance of work, life
and, in this case, volunteering. Developing
relationships with staff is one of the many ways to
stay employed for any length of time. By setting
measurable goals for staff and monitoring those
results, you teach not only accountability but your
employees learn to think for themselves.

By teaching assistants to think for themselves,
they develop and grow not only for themselves but
also for the operation. Then when you are gone

for any reason, someone is there who can think
things through and handle most situations. When
your assistants go out for their first superintendent
positions, you will have made them much more
capable of succeeding.

Developing relationships with peers is also
extremely important for success. It has been said
to me many times that your toughest competition
is your best friend. When I entered the business
after college, what really helped me were the
relationships I had developed in those first few
years with other superintendents in the area. Many
were peers of my mentors, and the knowledge
gleaned from them was invaluable.

Taking time to visit similar courses in your
region is important to keep you fresh; it also
validates your management practices. Playing
golf at local chapter events is one way to do this.
Chapter meetings let you get away for a few hours,
network and see other another golf courses.

Networking with vendors is just as important
as with your peers. Suppliers are valuable personal
and business resources, and relationships
with them must be cultivated. Having a good
relationship with a vendor can save your bacon in
an emergency. Many were once superintendents
and are still willing to help when you have a
problem. They see many operations in a week
and can keep you informed of new ideas and how
others are dealing with the same problems.

It is certainly a two-way street with anyone who
sells products. We are buying the products but
many companies also support our profession with
magazine ads and sponsorships of events.

Having strong relationships at work with
management is also a key in the relationship-
building process. Communicate with the
professional staff as to when, where and why you
are going off property, and it’s critical to tell them
who is in charge and how to get in touch with
them while you are gone.

Having the same type of dialog with a green
chairman or general manager is also important,
but adding why it is a value to the club for you
to attend a meeting or seminar is also helpful. By
creating an operation with a talented, well-trained
staff that is able to communicate the goals and
objectives of the department — and having buy-in
from the other departments and management —
fosters an environment in which it is much easier
to spend a few hours each week focusing on our
industry’s big picture instead of only focusing on
the smaller-scale, day-to-day tasks. We need to take
care of those daily details, but we also must keep
an eye on the horizon and prepare for challenges

coming our way. [ |
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Chapters’
Spring
Flings
Raise

Cash for
Research,
Education,
Charities

By Joel Jackson, CGCS Retired

There are so many
major events each spring
one superintendent asked
me if I was on the “Events
Tour.” I did play in a few

Dr. John Cisar leads a tour of the turf plots in Ft. Lauderdale the 2008 Expo raised $25,000 for
research operations at the IFAS center. Photo by lan Maguire.

golf tournaments, but I
have zero FedEx points and
will have to go back to Q-
school again for next year.
But seriously, many thanks
to the turf research funds
and donations raised and/or
presented by the Everglades
Poa Annua, North Florida
Memorial and Research
Tournaments, Seven Rivers
Jeff Hayden Envirotron
Classic, South Florida Turf
Expo, Suncoast Scramble,
Treasure Coast Blue

Pearl events and a special
donation from the West

EGCSA President Corey
McDonough, leflt, presented
Seth Strickland with the
Poa Trophy for winning the
stroke play event at the 33rd
Poa Annua Classic.
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'The Ridge GCSA thanks
all the Ridge Runners,
Cricket Stompers and

Snowmen for making
'The 2008 Jack Harrell, Sr.
Invitational another

great SUCCCSS.

RIDGE RUNNERS
All About Signs

CA-RY Golf

Coastal Equipment Systems
Florida Turf Support
Golf Agronomics

Golf Ventures

Harrell’s, Inc.

Highlands Golf

John Deere Landscapes
Quali-Pro

Southeast Partners
Syngenta

Wesco Turf Supply

AND SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Alan Puckett and the Club at Eaglebrooke — Tournament hosts
Coastal Equipment Systems — Front Nine Beverage Cart e Florida Turf Support — Back Nine Beverage Cart
Golf Ventures, Jacobsen & Helena — Box Lunches ¢ WescoTurf Supply — Bar-B-Que Dinner
A&M Golf Services — Long Drive Sponsor ® CA-RY Golf — Tournament Flags

SUMMER 2008

CRICKET STOMPERS
Bayer Environmental Sciences
Dow AgroSciences

DuPont Crop Protection

ER Jahna Industries
Aerification Plus

SNOWMAN

A&M Golf Services

DuCor International
Extreme Wireless

Golf Course Services

Pro Plus Golf Services
Upstart Products

Howard Fertilizer & Chemical




NFGCSA President Rip Phillips presents Lake City’s John
Piersol with a $2,000 general scholarship donation at the
annual North Florida Memorial Tournament.

FGCSA Education Chairman Mark Kann, left, with speaker
Tommy Witt, CGCS at the GCSAA seminar. "Enhancing Your
Value as a Professional Superinendent” in Naples.

SPOTLIGHT SCRAPBOOK (cont) C e .
socializing along with

Coast Chapter at the Spring  golf bragging rights were
Board Meeting. to be had as well: Rafael
Networking and Villegas and Jason Throop
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206™ ANNUAL SUNCOAST SCRAMBLE

The Suncoast GCSA
Appreciates Your Support

Thanks to our generous
Scramble Sponsors

and your loyal participation

for making this

our most successful event ever!

DIAMOND

Aerification Plus ¢ Bayer * Golf Ventures
Harrells * Howard Fertilizer & Chemical

GOLD

Syngenta ¢ Golf Agronomics/Total Landscape
Lesco ® Turf Assets ®* Wesco Turf
Citrus Seven * West Coast Turf * John Deere

SILVER

Go For Supply * Pro Plus Golf Services
Brandt Consolidated * TWC Distributors ® Dupont
Cleary’s * Albrittons Nursery ¢ Southern Ag

The Suncoast Scramble is an annual event where golf course
superintendents, course officials, golf professionals and suppliers
team up to celebrate and support the Florida golf industy,

turf research and local charities.
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Phoenix

ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

Discover Phoenix Environmental Care.

A new generation of quality products.

The complete line of advanced fungicides,
herbicides, insecticides and plant growth regulators
from Phoenix Environmental Care provides
superintendents with superior quality, resistance

management tools and guaranteed performance.

To learn how Phoenix’s value-enhanced pesticides
can benefit your golf course, contact 888.240.8856,

or visit www.phoenixenvcare.com.

Contact Craig Smith at 516.301.8326.

NexGen

Enhanced Technology

©2008 Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. The Phoenix logo is a registered trademark of
Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. Always read and follow label directions.

Presidents Dinner in Naples.

SPOTLIGHT SCRAPBOOK (cont)

took top honors at the
Central Florida Chapter
Championship hosted at the
Isleworth G&CC by Geoff

Seven Rivers President Mark Kann (left) presents Envirotron
Tournament Chairman Glen Oberlander an award for his
many years of devoted service to the event.

From left: Joe Pantaleo was named the 2008 Distinguished
Service Award winner by Matt Taylor, CGCS at the Past

Coggan, CGCS/MG; and
Joe Ondo, CGCS and Fred
Marshall, Space Coast Turf
Supply, won the CFGCSA
Superintendent/Vendor
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The Everglades GCSA
proudly presents the

Sponsors
of the 2008 G.C. Horn
Memorial and

Poa Annua Classic

Major Sponsors
Harrell’s Fertilizer, Wesco Turf,
John Deere Golf/Show Turf

G.C Horn Title Sponsor
Rymatt Golf

Birdie Sponsors

Club Care, Kilpatrick Turf, Dow
AgroSciences, Pinestraw of South
Florida, Quali-Pro, Syngenta,
DuPont Professional Products

Par Sponsors

Bayer Environmental Science,
ProSource, Cleary Chemical,
Florida Superior Sand, GASH,
Aerification Plus/Almar Turf
Products, Golf Ventures, Glase Golf,
Turf Assets, West Florida Roll-Off

Poa Sponsors

Pro Plus Golf Services, Grigg
Brothers, Hendrix & Dail,
Howard Fertilizer,

Gulf Coast Tree Experts

Please support our industry partners!
We couldn’t do this without them, and they can’t do it without you!

Tee Sponsors

Labelle Liquid Fertilizer, Aqua-
matic Irrigation, Precision Labs,
Tom Burrows Turfgrass Services,
Precision Site Solutions, Go-For
Supply, Golf Turf Applications,
Upstart Products, Evans Oil, Plush
Greens, Andersons, Tree Doctor,
FMC, Magic Green, Par Aide,
Robert M. Oleski Hauling, Brandt
Consolidated, Systematic Services

Par Three Sponsors
Liquid Ag, Westrac Equipment,
Geoponics, Profile-Dryject

G.C. Horn Special Donation
Golf Agronomics Supply &
Handling (GASH)
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SPOTLIGHT SCRAPBOOK (cont)

event at Chis Cartin’s
Tuscawilla CC. The Treasure
Coast GCSA’s Blue Pearl
was captured by the team

Champion of Jerry Freeman, Chad
Sponsor Golf Kroeger, Jason Sprankle
Ventures and Joe Bostic. Chapter
presents Executive Assistant Barbara
$25,000 Tierney reported that this
check to was the best year ever for

Seven Rivers fundraising. Seth Strickland

GCSA. From kept his winning ways going

left: Glen by capturing the Poa Annua

Oberlander, Classic.

Mark Kann, It was also time for some
Brad Reano serious recognition for past
and Debbie and continuing service by

Nipper. FGCSA members around
From left: WCGCSA President Bill Kistler presented a
FGCSA Matt Taylor receives a $5,000 research check from NFGCSA $1,500 research check to Matt Taylor in Naples at the
President Rip Phillips at the Spring Board Meeting in Naples. Poa Annua Classic.
|
AERIFICATION
PLUS, INC.
TURFGRASS AERIFICATION AND ROOT ZONE MANAGEMENT
ALL SEASON HELP — SMOOTH—POWERS™ DEEP SPIKE
(FOR GREENS AND TRAFFIC AREAS)
SOIL RELIEVER® SALES
(800) 340-3888 AerificationPlus.com
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