Tree management program improves air circulation and enhances the
turf's exposure to sunlight, promoting higher-quality playing conditions. .

. A more efficient maintenance schedule has created additional
/' tee times, resulting in increased revenues for the facility.




AFTERWORDS

superintendent John Zimmers, Jr.

As Rich Lerner was interviewing
Zimmers and talking about the
historically fast and intimidating greens
— often kept at 15 on the stimpmeter
— it was revealed that the greens were
push-up, clay-based greens that had
never been rebuilt! Whoa! Hold the
horses.

This goes against everything we
were ever taught and what we are told
must transpire to have greens that can
withstand increasingly outlandish golfer
expectations.

Obviously there must be some
missing information that the quick
sound bite didn’t cover. I mean, aren’t
we supposed to build greens according
to USGA specifications calling for
extensive laboratory testing of particle
size conformity, percolation rates, pore
space, organic content, drainage, etc,
etc?

The fact that the USGA has held a
record eight U. S. Open Championships

at Oakmont only adds to my confusion.
The Green Section just went on
DEFCON 3.

Zimmers did offer up one mystical
explanation involving the evolution
of a mysterious strain of Poa annua
bluegrass that grows or survives only
on the property. Transplants to other
locales wither and die. It grows only
at Oakmont. Put the turf breeders
on the case. Will Penn State, home of
legendary grasses, please weigh in on
that one?

Of course the other obvious ironies
of the week included the contrast of
the affable corpulent cigarette puffing
Cabrera matching wits and whacks
from the jungle formerly known as
the rough with the buff, hard-body
Woods who has a strict workout
regimen and steely determined game
face demeanor. I'm not criticizing
Woods, actually I was pulling for
him to win, despite picking Furyk
in my Pick Your Pro contest. I think

Tiger will break Jack’s major records,
it was just ironic that that the mook
outperformed the machine when it
counted on this day.

In many ways the common man’s
victory was a nice reminder that good
people, humble people, average work-
a-day people can and do succeed in
this high-tech, high-profile, politically
correct world that we live in.

It was also a reminder to me that
golf course superintendents who
work hard to make ends meet with
budgets that are squeezed ever tighter
can find success. They are people, like
Cabrera, who manage their drought-
stricken or storm-ridden courses
calmly in pressure-cooker situations
with humor and determination and
a love for the moment and for what
they do.

It isn't easy being a duck in pond full
of alligators, but ducks can fly while
gators crawl (and tigers prowl).

South Florida Grassing, Inc

j over 40 Years in the Grassing Industry, I:

TifEagle

Supreme

Sod, Sprigs and Rolls available

® Qur grass is grown in Hobe Sound on gassed, sand-based soil
e Installation, Hydro-mulching, grassing and mulching also available

Tifway 419

(772) 546-4191

TifSport

Certified Producer

Southern Seed
Certification Association

Fax (772) 546-3482

Registered
Tifdwarf

800-483-4279
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It's hard to beat the
performance of TMI
turfgrass varieties!

For Successful Seeding,

call . ..

Butch Gill
Joe Baggett
Roy Bates

vIP3

Turf Type Perennial Ryegrass

Compare test results of proven
overseeding grasses and you’ll notice
similarities. V.I.P. 3 Turf Type Perennial
Blend is a combination of quality and
performance...and at an amazingly
affordable price. Contains #1 ranked
varieties. Available in specific
overseeding formulations. Varieties
chosen for outstanding ease of
transitioning, and genetic dark green
color. Contains endophytes.

CYPRESS

Poa trivialis

Private and university trials have shown
Cypress to be a premier overseeding grass.
Cypress Poa trivialis establishes fast and
can be cut close immediately, even after
overseeding. As your Bermudagrass goes
dormant, Cypress will provide the finest
dark green putting surface with no
interruption in play. Cypress is tolerant to
shade and damp soils. This unique
prostrate growing variety thrives in cool
weather and will survive cold weather that
will damage Turf Type Ryegrasses. But
most important, Cypress will maintain its
dark green color all winter long. As the
weather turns hot in the spring, Cypress
will die out naturally as your Bermudagrass
begins to grow. Cypress will not choke out
your Bermudagrass in the spring as some
heat tolerant Perennial Ryegrasses do.

706-6863-8970
251-5863-86900
239-625-6064

Michael Bonetti
Bodie Boudreaux
Jeff Fitzpatrick
Pete Giauque
Jeremy Harvey
Brent Holmes
Richard Kirkland
Glenn Zakany
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TURF TYPE PERENNIAL RYEGRASS

PIZZAZZ promises to set the standard for
the next decade. Its dark green color and
dense turf make it an attractive choice for
parks, home lawns and golf courses. Clonal
selections contained high levels of
endophytes, and this synthetic variety is
lower growing than many older varieties.

TMI has spent years developing StarDust to
be more disease resistant and is one of the
darkest commercial Poa trivs for better color
matches with some of today’s darkest green
ryegrasses. University overseeding trials in
Florida and Arizona have shown StarDust is
setting the next standard that other Poa trivs
can only hope to achieve!
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561-357-3256
251-752-01986
912-353-88615
©675-910-1215
770-205-8754
904-476-0413
863-695-6325
239-551-1541
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PARAGON
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PERENNIAPRVEGRASS

Paragon is in a class all of its own. In
fact, we are so certain that you will want
Paragon in your turf program because of
its superior turf qualities, we have taken
measures to ensure that once you see
Paragon for yourselves that you will be
able to readily get seed for this coming
fall season. It’s that good. Better color,
finer texture, improved disease resistance.
Paragon - the professionals choice.

G~
REDTOP

Created to meet the specific needs for
seeding athletic fields, lawns, and golf
courses. Establishes quickly and performs
well under moderate to low fertility.
Barracuda will grow under a greater
variety of conditions than other grass
seed, even on soils very poor in lime.
Barracuda is a perennial grass with a
creeping habit of growth, darker green
than common redtop. Drought tolerant,
dense turf with excellent mowing qualities.

33390 Tangent Loop
Tangent, OR 97389
Phone: (541) 926-8649
800-421-1735
Fax: (541) 926-4435

TURF MERCHANTS, INC.  www.turfmerchants.com




