THANK YOU SPONSORS!
We love you guys!
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FGCSA Board
meets with
GCSAA Board

Palms we hosted a GCSAA
Regional Seminar: “IPM -
Putting Together an Effective
Plan for Your Course.”
Attendance was good in
part due to our discount
registration fee for chapter
members, with the chapter
picking up the balance.
Everyone was invited, but
non-chapter members paid
the normal seminar fee.

FGCSA

Our board of directors
met with the GCSAA board
at its winter meeting in
Orlando in January. The
GCSAA has been holding
meetings around the
country to get local chapters
involved in the governance
structure and to provide
grassroots input on the
issues and programs. This

The GCSAA Board invited the Florida GCSA to attend its Winter Board Meeting held in
Orlando. From left: David Downing, CGCS, secretary/treasurer; Sean Hoolehan, CGCS,
immediate past president and Ricky Heine, CGCS, president from the GCSAA. Craig Weyandt,
president; Joe Pantaleo, past president and Matt Taylor, CGCS, vice president from the Florida

GCSA. Photo by Joel Jackson.

push is to help GCSAA to
serve its members through
the chapters and to help
chapters be as effective as
possible.

All the candidates that
the FGCSA supported for
the 2007 GCSAA Board of
Directors were elected at the
GCSAA Annual Meeting in
Anaheim. Congratulations
to our own Bob Randquist,
CGCS for winning a second
term as director.

Congratulations are also
due to our Florida No. 1
Golf Team of Bob Harper,
Seth Strickland, Stephen
Fox and Jim Torba for
winning the Team Gross
event. Harper finished
tied for second. At our
GCSAA reception, we
raised nearly $3,000 for the
Benevolent Fund thanks

to Steve Ehrbar donating
back his raffle winnings to
the pot. Steve asked that
his portion be used to aid
fellow superintendent Mike
Ballard, who lost his home
to a fire.

GCSAA

Past President Bruce
Williams, CGCS will
be the presenter at this
year’s GCSAA Leadership
Series half-day seminar
at the Poa Annua Classic
on Friday, May 11th in
Naples. Williams will be
speaking on “Mastering Your
Communications Skills”
— areal necessity in today’s
world. Naturally PDI and
Certification education
points will be available

We held our own Winter
Board Meeting at the World

Golf Village’s King and the
Bear G.C. While we were
conducting business inside,
Jim Furyk was outside
shooting Srixon commercials
on the putting green. Inside
the business included
approval of a slate of research
projects to be co-funded
with the FTGA and GCSAA.
See the Research Section for
a breakdown of approved
projects.

Additionally, chapters
were reminded to announce
the first FGCSA dues
increase in 14 years to
their members. Also a
committee was formed to
handle restructuring and
reorganizing the staffing
needs of the FGCSA with
the pending retirement of
Association Manager Marie
Roberts in February. ]
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2007 FGCSA RECEPTION

G CSAA said “The Answer is Anaheim”™
The question was where is the IFGCSA Reception?

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Bayer Environmental Science
Golf Ventures/Jacobsen/Helena
John Deere One Source
Show Turf and Coastal
Equipment Systems
The Kilpatrick Companies
Toro Distributors: Hector Turf,
Wesco, Wesco Turf Supply

GOLD SPONSORS

Club Car
Country Club Services
Dow AgroSciences
Greensmiths, Inc. N-Control
Grigg Brothers
LESCO
Quality Grassing & Services
Southeast Partners/TMI
Syngenta Professional Products
UAP Professional Products

SILVER SPONSORS

BASF
Disbrow Enterprises
DuPont Professional Products
Eagle One Golf Products
Florida Superior Sand
ITT Flowtronex
FMC
Florida Turf Support
Golf Agronomics

Hendrix & Dail
Precision Small Engine
Tampa Bay Turf Mgmt.
Total Golf Construction

Valent U.S.A.

BRONZE SPONSORS

Aerification Plus
Almar Turf Products
Agrotain Intl.
Cleary Chemical
Go-For-Supply
HydroPro
Laserturf SE
Liquid Ag Systems
MacCurrach Golf
Novozymes (Roots)
Parkway Research
Precision Laboratories, Inc.
Prime Turf, Inc.
Sullivan Electric
Tom Burrows Turfgrass
Turf-Seed, Inc.
Upstart Products, Inc.

CHAPTER SPONSORS

Calusa GCSA
Coastal Plains GCSA
North Florida GCSA
Palm Beach GCSA
Seven Rivers GCSA
Treasure Coast GCSA
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Number 12

Par 5, 495 yards

TPC at Tampa Bay
Photo by Daniel Zelazek



TPC AT TAMPA BAY

Champions Tour Stop, Environmental Leader

By Joel Jackson, CGCS Pro-Am. Additionally under does more than 42,000 rounds
the guidance of golf course per year and the highlight of the
Seventeen years ago golf superintendent Jason Kubel, season is February, when the
course archietct Bobby Weed the course has won consecutive =~ Champions Tour comes to town
and player consultant Chi Chi Chapter Awards for Public for the Pro Am event. “We draw
Rodriguez designed a golf course  Courses in the annual GCSAA as many spectators as a regular
that was destined to host one and Golf Digest Environmental ~ PGA Tour event,” said Kubel.
of the players’ favorite annual Leadership in Golf Awards “This year senior ‘rookie’ Nick
events on the Champions (ELGA) in 2005 and 2006. Price played the event.

Tour, the Outback Steakhouse According to Kubel, the course ~ “In the celebrity category, Bill
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Most notable was
Nicklaus remembering
Kubel from the
construction of the
King and the Bear
courses at the World
Golf Village in St.
Augustine.

This steep-faced bunker on No. 14 is among the fairway bunkers slated for
reconstruction to improve drainage and prevent washouts. Photo by Daniel Zelazek.

Murray also played this year. Other
entertainers who have played include
Kevin Costner, Huey Lewis, Mark
Wahlberg and Kevin Sorbo of Hercules
fame. We also have a strong showing
from the sports ranks with Emmit
Smith, Phil Simms, Joe Theisman,
Ronde Barber and Derrick Brooks.
“The field is usually 70-80 players
and includes approximately 16
celebrities. There is quite a scramble by
the celebs to shoot well enough to make
the cut and play on the third day. This
is the first year we will be telecast live
in High Definition on NBC. Most of
the Champions Tour events are carried
on the Golf Channel so this was a nice
boost for us to be on network TV.
“With a $2.6 million purse, we have
one of the strongest fields of the year
behind the majors, of course. Outback
Steakhouse does such a great job of
hosting the tournament that the event

is perennially voted number one on the
tournament in several categories. The
winner also gets the unlimited use of an
Outback Steakhouse card.”

The event originally was called the
Verizon Classic and Kubel recalls fond
and bittersweet memories of those
days when Arnold Palmer and Jack
Nicklaus teed it up. Most notable was
Nicklaus remembering Kubel from the
construction of the King and the Bear
courses at the World Golf Village in
St. Augustine. Kubel also remembers
how the crowd gravitated to wherever
Palmer was playing on the course
during the practice rounds. Sadly on
the first day of competition, the King
threw his back out on his tee shot on
the first hole and had to withdraw.

Besides working with the King
and the Bear in St. Augustine in
2000-01, Kubel served as an assistant
superintendent at the Isleworth G&CC
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John Kopack
Director of Grounds

Orlando World Center

Marriott Resort & Convention Center,

Orlando, FL

“The PlanetAir® gives me the flexibility to aerify ahead
of play anytime of the year. Monthly aerification with the
PlanetAir® relieves compaction, improves infiltration, gas
exchange, and increases air capillary space.”

Our shatter knife technology creates
new root growth with each use.

Greens Aeration | Fairway Aeration

®

PlanetAir Aerator
1065 24th Ave. SW
PO Box 625
Owatonna, MN 55060

Purchase  100% Lease Purchase * Contract Aeration Available Toll Free: 1.877.800.8845

Call 1-877-800-8845 now for a FREE demonstration on your course.

Email: dave@planetair.biz

Mobile: 507.363.1397

www.planetair.biz
PlanetAir® s a registered frademark of PlanetAir Turf Products, LLC.
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syngenta

1-866-SYNGENTA

There’s a groundswell afoot. Everyone seems to be
excited about new Meridian™ insecticide. Even some
unlikely constituents like turfgrasses, shrubs,

and trees. Why the enthusiasm? Meridian

brings a new active ingredient to turf

that offers preventive and curative

control of grubs and other soil and

foliar insects at low rates. Meridian’s
broad-spectrum control and speed of

activity make it an outstanding choice

for trees and shrubs, too. Join our grass

roots campaign. Elect to use new Meridian.

ns before buying or using this product.
ta Group Company.

sional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419.

ademarks of a Syng

©2007 Syngenta.
Meridian™ and the Syngen

Important: Always read and fo!
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under Buck Buckner from 1995-98 and
got to watch another modern legend,
Tiger Woods, hone his game and play
“fun” golf with buddy Mark O’Meara.
Says Kubel, “It was fun to meet some of
these golfing legends and nice that they
remembered you, but you have to keep
all that fame and glory in perspective
and remember that they are really just
normal folks like you and me.”

Kubel says he loves the energy and
action of tournament preparations.
He also has a passion for taking
seriously the role of environmental
steward. Kubel says, “It’s not hard! Like
anything, if you work smart and have
a plan, it just becomes your normal
operating routine. Adopting IPM
strategies and following BMPs isn’t

View of the 18th green rocket science, most of it is basic good
from the TV tower just housekeeping. Keeping good records
before the Outback and keeping the shop neat and clean

Steakhouse Pro Am sets an example for your staff, visitors

tournament. Photo by and regulators. It’s scary when you go
Joel Jackson. somewhere and see 6-foot-high dog
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