
Syngenta never stops working 
to keep your course green. 

Sure, we have an unmatched portfolio of products. From Subdue MAXX™, the 

industry leader against Pythium, to Barricade®, the longest-lasting pre-emergent 

against crabgrass. But we're never content. Keeping turf healthy means constantly 

refining our formulations. And developing new ones, to ensure we always have 

the best products. Making sure you have the tools you need, that's what we do. 

Contact Lee Bloomcamp at 1-352-495-3405, Pablo Perez at 1-305-969-9996, 

or Kevin Wasilewski at 1-863-860-4293 to learn more about Syngenta. 

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using these products 
©2003 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Banner MAXX"", Barricade*. Daconil*. Heritage*. Medallion*, 
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A F T E R W O R D S 

did I believe that his strength and 
determination, and modern med-
ical science, wouldn't be enough 
to get him back on the golf course 
playing, designing, or sharing his 
vast knowledge of the game and 
profession he loved. 

Joe's strength was quiet 
and unassuming - running silent 
and deep like the German sub-
marines he monitored in the 
Mediterranean during World War 
II. His integrity and serene nature 
won over all but the most obnox-
ious of egos. He was like the eye 
of a hurricane during the heated 
discussions that often took place 
during the planning or implemen-
tation of one of his projects. 

Joe used to say that one 
of the things he liked best about golf 
was the quality of the people who 
were involved with it. In my humble 
opinion, he is the gold standard 
against which all others are meas-
ured. He leaves a remarkable record 
of professional achievement, but he 
leaves an even more astonishing 
record of lives influenced. He was 
my hero, and I shall miss him, but 
his influence was such that he will 
always be with me. 

While always smiling 
and upbeat, one comment 13 days 
before his passing revealed just how 
weary he was of the unremitting 
struggle to just draw breath and do 
the day-to-day activities we all take 
for granted. He told Mr. Robert E. 
Rich, his best friend and owner of 
Palm Beach National, "Bob, I can't 
even walk around this table without 
getting tired and out of breath. That's 
no way to live. If we can't figure out 
what's wrong, then... I don't know." 

I think Joe had finally 
had enough, picking his ball up 
and putting it in his pocket, not 
because the bunkers were too deep 
or the rough too long, but because 
it had just gotten too dark to con-
tinue play. If there are golf courses 
in heaven, as all who play the 
game want to believe, then Joe Lee 
has replaced Donald Ross as 
Senior Designer, and is currently 
remodeling The Links of Paradise. 

Editor's Note: The book, 
"Gentleman Joe Lee - 50 Years of 

Golf Design" by Ron Whitten, is 
not for sale in book stores. It may 

be obtained from the Joe Lee 
Scholarship Foundation, 

P. O. Box 1270, Boynton Beach, 
FL, 33425. A $50 donation to the 

scholarship fund is suggested. 

2002 Photo Contest Results 
This is part 4 of presenting the 4 category winners of the 2002 photo contest. 

Category 3 - Native Areas: includes native plants including trees, shrubs and grasses used in naturalized areas 
and aquatic vegetation plantings to create habitat and protect water quality. 

First Place - "Florida Cactus" Jason DiMartino, Audubon C.C., Naples. 
Second Place - "Cypress and Palms" by Tom Biggy, Bent Tree C. C., Sarasota. 

First Place 
"Florida Cactus" 
Jason DiMartino 
Audubon C.C., Naples. 

2003 Photo Contest Rules 
Category 1 - Wildlife on the course: includes any critter on the course that walks flies, swims, slithers or crawls. 
Category 2 - Formal Landscaping: includes annuals and ornamental shrubs and trees planted in formal beds on the course or 

club entrance. 
Category 3 - Native Areas: includes beds of native plants including trees, shrubs and grasses used in naturalized areas to reduce 

turf inputs and aquatic vegetation plantings used to create habitat and protect water quality. 
Category 4 - Scenic Hole: includes any view of a golf hole (panoramic or close up) that demonstrates the scenic beauty of a 

golf course. 

Easy Rules 
1. Color prints or slides. Prefer prints. Only one entry 

quality to permit digital entries at this time. 
per category. There are too many variables affecting publication 

2. Photo must be taken on an FGCSA member's course. Photo must 
be taken by an FGCSA member or a member of his staff. 
3. Attach a label on the back of the print or slide which identi-
fies the category, course and photographer. DO NOT WRITE 
DIRECTLY ON THE BACK OF THE PRINT. Each print shall 
be attached to an 8.5" x 11" sheet of paper using a loop of mask-
ing tape on the back of the print. Slides should be in plastic 
sleeves for easy access for viewing. 
4. A caption identifying the category, course and photogra-
pher should be typed or printed on the sheet of paper below 
the mounted print. 
5. Judging will be done by a panel of FGCSA members not par-
ticipating in the contest. 
6. Mail entries in a bend-proof package marked "PHOTOS. DO 
NOT BEND" to Joel Jackson, 6780 Tamarind Circle, Orlando, 
32819. Entries postmarked after August 1, 2003 will be auto-
matically entered in the 2004 Photo Contest. 

Second Place 
"Cypress and Palms" 

Tom Biggy 
Bent Tree C. C. 

Sarasota. 
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Operation 
Mountain 
Lake 

By Joel Jackson, CGCS 

This is Joel Jackson 
aboard a beer-laden Club Car 
reporting live from Lake Wales. I 
am imbedded with the Ridge 

Green 
Side Up 

Runners detach-
ment of the Ridge 
Chapter Coalition 
as they make 
their way up Alt. 
17 to occupy the 
Mountain Lake 
Golf Course. I 
was asked to fill 
in for Geraldo 
Rivera who was 
forced to leave 

Polk County after revealing how 
many cases of beer had been pur-
chased for the Ridge golf outing. 

This first-ever media 
eyewitness report on the actual 
implementation of the notorious and 
infamous "Ridge Rules" in action is 
not recommended reading for dues-
paying members of the USGA or 
their staff members. In fact, USGA 
Green Section Agronomist Todd 
Lowe left immediately after lunch 
before the first tee shot was struck. 
When I inquired why he was leav-
ing in such haste, "Don't ask. Don't 
tell," he shouted as he ran to his car. 

To give you a sense of 
the clear and present danger of a 
Ridge Runner golf outing, the game 
being played that day was "Best Two 
Net Scores" of each foursome. Our 
foursome contained five people, a 
fact that seemed to escape team cap-
tion Bobby 'RPG" Ellis. The RPG 
stands for "Ridge Pun Gimme." The 
other members of our "foursome" 
were in order of rank: Alan "MOAS" 
Puckett - MOAS means "Mother of 
All Slices"; Tom "Bunker Buster" 
Bamett; Billy "Stealth Bomber" Card 
and me, "Three Putt" Jackson. 

Captain Ellis gave early 
indications of how the Ridge Rules 
are used to alter the normally accept-

TTI 
Turf Technologies International 
Turf Products Sales & Service 
Bryan Riddle - Mobile (561) 310-8482 
1-800-432-2214 
Distributors of Howard Greens Grade, 
Granular and Liquid Fertilizers 

PPA 
Professional Pesticide Applicators 

Ridge sand wedge. Photo by Joel Jackson 

ed Geneva Convention Rules of 
Civilized Golf when he hit two or 
three tee shots on the first hole until 
he kept one in play. When I asked 
about the fairly obvious violation, he 
merely said he was invoking the 
"Multiple Mulligan" section of the 
Ridge Rules. Since both Ellis and 
Puckett are past presidents of the 
Ridge GCSA, I learned they are enti-
tled to "Double Secret" rule bending. 

On the second hole, when 
Ellis hooked his ball out of bounds, I 
asked if he wanted to reload. He said, 
"That ball is playable. Ridge Rules 
define out-of-bounds as a ball hit out 
of Polk County." Another rule he 
invoked often, which led to his nick-
name, was the "RPG" or Ridge Putt 
Gimme. RPGs ranged from 6 inches 
to 6 feet depending on his score 
needed on a particular hole. He never 
scored less than net par on a hole. 

"MOAS" Puckett was 
devastating on the tee box. He would 
take dead aim left and a big divot 
(read crater) after firing his 580mm 
TaylorMade Cannon on a trajectory 
that looked a lot like a drunken 
Australian throwing a boomerang. 
Only once did the ball and his divots 
fail to make it to the fairway and that 
was on our last hole. Puckett pro-
ceeded to demolish two 80-year-old 
oak trees and two fairway bunkers 
with four mighty whacks plus his tee 
shot enroute to the front approach of 
the green and promptly got up and 
down with a three-putt for a Ridge 
Five. You do the math. 

One of the most prodi-
gious displays of high-tech ordinance 
came from my cart partner "Bunker 
Buster" Bamett. Using a laser-guided 
driver and fully automatic 7-wood, 
Bamett displayed the uncanny accu-
racy of his clubs by hitting a fairway 
and greenside bunker on every hole. 
Even though the bunkers had recent-
ly been fortified by architect Brian 

Silva, he destroyed them easily. 
Captain Ellis showed me how to con-
quer them by using the patented 
Ridge Sand Wedge. See the accom-
panying photo. This club makes Peter 
Kessler's Perfect Club obsolete. 

Billy "Stealth Bomber" 
Card had the most accurate artillery 
and constantly bracketed the middle 
of the fairways 300 yards down-
range. If the other players chili-
dipped a drive or hit it so far off line 
that it would require too much time 
and effort to get back in play, we 
simply played scramble format and 
dropped within in club length of 
Card's ball. Ellis assured me this was 
entirely legal since it kept up the 
pace of play, which was vitally 
important to our coalition's timetable, 
since happy hour was going to be on 
an abbreviated timeline. 

Puckett and Ellis also 
employed various diversionary tac-
tics like dialing up each others cells 
phones to ring in the middle of a 
competitor's backswing. When it was 
impossible to get the timing down on 
the phones, they would simply talk, 
tell jokes and laugh just loud enough 
to be heard. Another effective tactic 
was to place numerous empty beer 
bottles in the dash compartments of 
the golf cart and swerve down the 
fairway at high speeds to creating 
distracting clanking sounds. 

At the end of the day, 
after all that effort to shape and man-
age the rub of the green in our favor, 
we each ended up paying five bucks 
to the real golfers -"Wolfman" 
Hopkins and Scooter Scamehom and 
another golfer whose name is classi-
fied (he does the Ridge wet work -
code name. Water Hazard). Their 
"foursome" only had three people. 
Hey, Ridge Rules. 

This is Joel Jackson 
reporting for Florida Green News 
from somewhere near Lake Wales. 
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It s hard to beat the 
performance of TJVII 
turfgrass varieties! 

For Successful Seeding, 
call . . . 

Butch Gill 
Joe B a g g e t t 
Roy Ba tes 

SOUTHEAST PARTNERS 

706-302-7333 
251-990-4911 
239-566-9006 

Michael Bonet t i 
Bodie Boudreaux 
Je f f Fitzpatrick 
Pete Giauque 
Billy Gr i f f i th 
Brent Holmes 
Richard Kirkland 
Roger Welker 
Glenn Zakany 

561-357-32Ô6 
251-752-0190 
904-616-9031 
67Ô-797-1400 
407-323-9042 
404-467-7Ô72 
Ô63-69Ô-Ô32Ô 
772-260-02Ö2 
239-267-7575 

BE 
CYPRESS 

Poa trivialis 

Turf Type Perennial Ryegrass 

Compare test results of proven overseeding 
grasses and you'll notice similarities. V.I.P. 3 
Turf Type Perennial Blend is a combination of 
quality and performance...and at an amazingly 
affordable price. Contains #1 ranked varieties. 
Available in specific overseeding formulations. 
Varieties chosen for outstanding ease of 
transitioning, and genetic dark green color. 
Contains endophytes. 

PIZZAZZ promises to set the standard for the next 
decade. Its dark green color and dense turf make 
it an attractive choice for parks, home lawns and 
golf courses. Clonal selections contained high 
levels of endophytes, and this synthetic variety is 
lower growing than many older varieties. 

Paragon is in a class all of its own. In 
fact, we are so certain that you will want 
Paragon in your turf program because of 
its superior turf qualities, we have taken 
measures to ensure that once you see 
Paragon for yourselves that you will be 
able to readily get seed for tnis coming 
fall season. It's that good. Better color, 
finer texture, improved disease resistance. 
Paragon - the professionals choice. 

Private and university trials have shown Cypress 
to be a premier overseeding grass. Cypress Poa 
trivialis establishes fast and can be cut close im-
mediately, even after overseeding. As your 
Bermudagrass goes dormant, Cypress will provide 
the finest dark green putting surface with no inter-
ruption in play. Cypress is tolerant to shade and 
damp soils. This unique prostrate growing variety 
thrives in cool weather and will survive cold weather 
that will damage Turf Type Ryegrasses. But most 
important, Cypress will maintain its dark green color 
all winter long. As the weather turns hot in the 
spring, Cypress will die out naturally as your 
Bermudagrass begins to grow. Cypress will not 
choke out your Bermudagrass in the spring as 
some heat tolerant Perennial Ryegrasses do. 

TMI has spent years developing StarDust to be 
more disease resistant and is one of the darkest 
commercial Poa trivs for better color matches with 
some of today's darkest green ryegrasses. 
University overseeding trials in Florida and Arizona 
have shown StarDust is setting the next standard 
that other Poa trivs can only hope to achieve! 

Created to meet the specific needs for seeding 
athletic fields, lawns, and golf courses. 
Establishes quickly and performs well under 
moderate to low fertility. Barracuda will grow 
under a greater variety of conditions than 
other grass seed, even on soils very poor in 
lime. Barracuda is a perennial grass with a 
creeping habit of growth, darker green than 
common redtop. Drought tolerant, dense turf 
with excellent mowing qualities. 

TURF MERCHANTS, INC. 

33390 Tangent Loop 
Tangent, OR 97389 

Phone: (541) 926-8649 
800-421-1735 

Fax: (541) 926-4435 
www.turfmerchants.com 

http://www.turfmerchants.com

