Today, control of nematodes has
been relegated to only one
synthetic pesticide, fenamiphos,
and this material is available
only to the golf course and sod
industries. At present, there are
no synthetic nematicides
available for the landscape and
athletic turf markets. Although
numerous products claim
nematode control, these
materials have proved largely
ineffective in university-
conducted research.

tion of pesticides might reduce - by as much as 75
percent - the potential for pesticides to enter surface
water (Perrault, 1998).

Aided by technological advances and a
greater understanding of how better to use this
equipment, researchers are now employing this
technology in the battle against nematodes. In coop-
eration with Dow AgroSciences, we tested the effi-
cacy of subsurface injection of 1,3-D using the
Cushman Envirojet 160. This machine uses high-
pressure pulses of water to carry the fumigant into
the soil where the nematodes reside.

Research Projects

Trials were conducted during the sum-
mer of 2001 to determine the turfgrass tolerance to
subsurface injection of 1,3-D and to determine the
efficacy of 1,3-D for nematode control in Florida. In
all the studies, applications were made using a
Cushman Envirojet 160 subsurface high-pressure
injection machine. 1,3-D was injected to a depth of 6
inches and the injection nozzles were spaced 4 inch-
es apart. The operating speed of the equipment was
fixed at 1.4 MPH to ensure that a 4-inch by 4-inch
injection spacing resulted. The machine was calibrat-
ed to deliver 500 GPA at 2600 PSI. Tests were con-
ducted on actual golf course Tifdwarf bermudagrass
putting greens maintained at 0.156 inch.

Shoal River Country Club
Methods. A trial was conducted at
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RESEARCH

Shoal River Country Club, Crestview, in the sum-
mer of 2001 to determine whether 1,3-D would pro-
vide effective nematode control and to evaluate the
turfgrass tolerance to 1,3-D when injected into a
bermudagrass putting green under high pressure.

On May 29, 1,3-D was applied at 5 and
10 gallons per acre using the equipment described
above. As a comparative treatment, fenamiphos 10G
was applied as a surface broadcast at 100 pounds
per acre. Plot size was 10 feet X 40 feet with four
replications (greens No. 1, 6, 18, and the practice
green were used; one green equaled one replication).

Results. Nematode assays taken 79 days
after treatment (DAT) showed that 1,3-D applied at
5 and 10 GPA provided 69 and 74 percent control of
Lance nematodes (Hoplolaimus geleatus), respec-
tively (Fig. 7). Post treatment nematode counts from
plots treated with fenamiphos actually showed an
increase in nematode numbers (Fig. /).

Although few Sting nematodes
(Belonolaimus longicaudatus) were present, both
rates of 1,3-D provided 100 percent control of this
nematode (data not presented). By 93 DAT, nema-
tode populations in plots treated with 5 GPA had
recovered to within 70 percent of the pretreatment
values. Conversely, nematode counts in plots treated
with 10 GPA had only rebounded by 30 percent.
Fenamiphos provided no control of either nematode
species in this study.

Objectionable turfgrass injury was
observed in plots receiving 10 GPA 1,3-D.
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Fig. 4. Control of Sting Nematodes with 1,3-
Dichloropropene Soil Fumigant

However, injury subsided within three weeks.
Although nematode levels were high on these put-
ting greens - exceeding the recommended treatment
threshold - turfgrass quality was not adversely
affected and post-treatment quality ratings did not
show a significant improvement in turf quality (data
not presented).

Bottom line. 1,3-D applied at 5 and 10
GPA provided good control of Lance and Sting
nematodes. By three months after treatment, nema-
tode counts had rebounded in plots treated at the 5
GPA rate. Under the conditions in which this trial
was conducted, turfgrass injury was observed at the
10 GPA rate.

Ft. Walton Beach Golf Club
Methods. Two studies were conducted

Fig. 6. Turfgrass Quality as Affected by 1,3-
Dichloropropene Soil Fumigant Application

at Ft. Walton Beach Golf Club in the summer of
2001 to determine whether 1,3-D would provide
effective nematode control when high-pressure
injected into a bermudagrass putting green. On Aug.
2, 1,3-D was applied at 5 and 10 gallons per acre
using the equipment described above.

Other researchers had noted that two
passes, each injecting 5 GPA (total application rate of
10 GPA), did not cause the same level of injury as a
single pass at 10 GPA (personal communication, Dr.
Billy Crow). Therefore, this additional treatment
regime (5 GPA 2X) was added to the trials.

As a comparative treatment, fenamiphos
10G was applied as a surface broadcast at 100
pounds per acre. Two separate putting greens were
used, and plot size in both trials was 5" X 10" with
four replications.

Neo-Tec

Effective, Environmentally Sound Nematode Control

N

It's truel Neo-Tec isn't like other nematicides. Neo-Tec is naturally derived and EPA
registered under the safer pesticide rules. Neo-Tecissharmless to beneficial nematodes
and is completely biodegradable.

® Promotes healthier roots by controlling harmful nematodes

® Easy container disposal, minimal PPE and re-entry time

® Reduces damage to plant root in the following ways:

> Disrupts the ability of plant parasitic nematodes to
locate plant roots, thereby restricting penetration, feeding

and reproduction

» Reduced nematode feeding activity reduces the opportunities
for invasion by pathogenic fungi
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Golf Course Fairways, Roughs and Tees
If you're involved with the installation or day-to-day care and maintenance of golf course fairways, fees, roughs

and practice ranges, you'll really appreciate how certified TifSport compares to Tifway and the other popular bermudagrass
varieties in use today. Be sure to ask for TifSport by name. It makes a dense, luxurious dark green turf.

-

After three-times-per-week mowings at  TifSport's leaf blade orientation and sfiffness TifSport has a similar leaf texture to

1/4%, research conducted in Tifton GA is being touted b}/ many golf course super-  Tifway, and a finer leaf texture than
shows that TifSport can tolerate closer intendents. They feel Tifsport gives a better  most other grasses used on fairways
mowing heights than Tifway and ball lie ip cut fairways and roughs. and fees. This also helps promote
Midiron Sogdensny was e ellent. {

gopd footing on athletic fields.

TifSport has a greater den-3
sity than Tifway-about a 1-<gig
point difference on a 10 ¢
point scale. And it's about %

TifSport has a dark
emerald green color
versus the somewhat

J lighter green of Tifway

3 powgts bender than com- and Quickstand.

mon bermudagrass. D I : -“ |
GOW'h TifSport developer Wayne

Hanna has data from a
2-year study showing that
TifSport has good drought
tolerance. It not only stays
green longer but it also
recovers faster.

Cold Tolerant

TifSport has expanded the
northern limits for warm
season bermudagrasses,
and has remained very
consistent over multiple
winters in Oklahoma.

In many cases common
bermuda is being sold as
Titway 419, but Titsport's
on-going purity is carefully
controlled by a rigorous
setof rules and guidelines.

Roof Syserm

This iksiele view of a typical TifSport
plug shows TifSport's impressive
root system, stolons and rhizomes.

To Order Your C ; udagrass Sod or Sprigs,
Contact wers
Pike Creek Turf, Inc. Adel GA 800 232-7453 Turfgrass America Camilla GA 800 336-1371
Diamond Turf, LLC Cordele GA 229 273-1474 Super Sod Fort Valley GA 800 535-1320
South Florida Grassing Hobe Sound FL 561 546-3482 Super Sod Orangeburg SC 800 255-0928
North Georgia Turf, Inc. Whitesburg GA 800 273-8608

TifSport is more aggres-
sive than genetically pure
Tifway, especially during
the cool weather months.
This may account for
TifSport's rapid grow-in
and repair fime.
TifSport has superior sod
strength. This franslates
into improved playing
conditions and resistance

to divot injury in football,
golf and baseball.

TifSport's density, sod strengt
and good lateral growth rate
give it a high ranking for traffic
tolerance. Athletfic field
managers and golf cour
superintendents are reporfing *
outstanding re-growth from normal
wear and tear.
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Results. In the trial conducted on prac-
tice green no. 10, 1,3-D applied at 5 GPA, 5 GPA
2X, and 10 GPA, provided exceptional control of
lance nematodes (Fig. 2). Fenamiphos provide a
slight level of nematode control compared to the
pre-treatment counts. As noted previously in other
trials, turfgrass injury was objectionable at the 10
GPA rate, but was not objectionable at the 5 GPA
and 5 GPA 2X rates (data not presented).

In the trial conducted on the north prac-
tice green, all rates of 1,3-D provided 90-100 per-
cent control of lance and sting nematodes (Figs. 3
and 4). Fenamiphos gave 55 and 78 percent control
of lance and sting nematodes, respectively.

Of particular interest in this trial was
the initial turf density - averaging only 40 percent
turf coverage at the time of application (Fig. 5).
Figure 6 shows the dramatic improvement of turf
quality achieved with the application of 1,3-D. By
19 DAT, turf in fumigant-treated plots was at, or
near, an acceptable quality level and by 34 DAT,
regardless of rate, had improved from a pre-treat-
ment value of 3.5 to a post-treatment level of 6.5
to 7.0. Figure 7 reveals photographically, the dif-
ference in turf quality observed at 19 DAT.
Similar turfgrass injury results were observed in
this trial.

Bottom line. Results from this study
showed that 1,3-D can control lance and sting

nematodes, and when used at 5 GPA or 5 GPA - 2X,

will not produce objectionable turfgrass injury.

Conclusions

Results from the trials discussed here
show that 1,3-D will provide a valuable nematode
management tool to golf course superintendents
should it receive a registration from the
Environmental Protection Agency. With this tool,
turfgrass managers will be better able to manage

their turf and do so with fewer inputs of pesticides,

nutrients, and water.
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Ideal for Fairways, Iees,

Roughs and Transition Areas

Sealsle 1, a new salt-tolerant (halophytic), drought-resistant,
warm-season turfgrass, is now available as “oert%etf sod or sprigs.
After seven years of extensive research at the University of I
Griffin Experiment Station, combined with careful evaluation of 35
small-plot golf course locations, Sealsle 1 was released in 1999 by
plant geneticist Dr. R.R. Duncan. Unlike Adalayd, Futurf and
other earlier medium and coarse-bladed paspalum cultivars, Sealsle
1 is similar in texture and wear tolerance to the hybrid bermuds.
And Sealsle 1 has a number of other advantages, ially under
difﬁ'tt:jup‘lte environmental soenagos Fursthand foremost, it can handle
mu stresses: prolonged drought, high salt levels, low light inten-
sity, waterlogging and extremely high or low soil pH levels. \
Sealsle 1 can tolerate most types of altemate water sources, including
wastewater, effluent, ocean water, gray water and brackish water. It
also requires less imgating, less fertilizer and only minimal pesticide
applmmmenpamdtooﬂlerwarm-season cultivars. As
water quality and water conservation become even more critical in the
days ahead, Sealsle 1 may be the best choice for fairways, tees, roughs
and transition areas. Sealsle 1 not only thrives in difficult environ-
ments, it also gets very high marks for turf quality, cold-hardiness,
turf and turf strength, disease and pest resistance, and rapid
recovery from normal wear and injury. On top of that, Sealsle 1 has
the most attractive, rich dark green color of any of the warm season
bl s b g i
quality-conscious i
Sealsle 1 seashore paspalum. s

*Most Salt Tolerant Turfgrass - Can Be Irrigated with
Ocean-Level Salt Water with Proper Management
*Tolerates Gray Water & Effluent Regardless of
Contaminant Levels

*Helps Clean Up Contaminated Soils & Water
*Handles Wide Range of Soil pH Levels: 4.0-9.8
*High Tolerance to Salt Spray, Water Logging

and Periodic Inundations

*Low Fertilization Requirements

*Minimal Pesticide Requirements

*Good Rooting in Sandy, Clay or Muck-Type Soils
eDarker Green Color Than Bermudagrass

*Can Be Overseeded with Bentgrass-Ryegrass-
Alkaligrass Blends

*Excellent Low Light Intensity Tolerance

*Root Growth & Functionality Still Maintained

in 40-55°F Soil Temperature Range

*Low Tree-Shade Tolerance (Similar to Bermuda)

Sealslgll

Certified Seashore Paspalum

To Order Your Cert%;ied Sealsle 1 Seashore Paspalum

Contact One of 1

ese Licensed Sealslel Growers

Tifton Turf, Inc. Ashburn GA 800 841-6645 SMR Turf & Trees Bradenton FL 941 746-8873
South Florida Grassing Hobe Sound FL 561 546-4191 The Turfgrass Group Marshallville GA 678-642-0915
Rapid Turf, Inc. Rincon GA 912 826-2454 Phillip Jennings Turf Farms, LLC Norristown GA 478 668-3729

Emerald Island Turf, Inc. Punta Gorda FL. 941 637-4770 Southern Turf Nurseries, Inc. Punta Gorda FL 800 841-6413

Turfgrass America Tampa FL. 800 881-0779
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Mister Mayor

by Monroe S. Miller

ative. With all the hubbub over PDI and  kids and our granddaughter, Grace Kaster. We

image, I couldn’t pass up sharing this  had to get a motel room and spend a Thursday
Editors Note: One of
my superintendent

story about a golf course superintendent  night waiting out the snowstorm. She wasn’t real
who is also the mayor of a Wisconsin town.  happy that I had decided to take the scenic route
writing heroes is

Monroe Miller, edi-

Talk about enhancing your image. Enjoy!  instead of 1-94, but the room was clean, and we
found a good restaurant (The Fork and Spoon)

tor of the Cheryl and I got stranded in west for supper.
Wisconsin GCSA's central Wisconsin last winter on Like any normal American does these
magazine, The our way to the Twin days, the first thing I did when we returned to the

Grass Roots. His
“Tales From The
Back Nine"

are always

Cities to see our  motel room from eating was to grab the remote
and turn on the TV. There before my eyes on
Channel 4, the area’s public access channel, was
Jack Hauge, golf course superin-
entertaining tendent at Splendid
and inform-

i ‘ S el IR G O
We’ve got your aerial... and you can afford it!

Palm Beach « Broward « Miami-Dade « Collier « Lee « Charlotte « Sarasota « Manatee « Pinellas « Hillsborough
Pasco » Hernando « Orange » Osceola « Lake * Seminole « Alachua « Duval « St. Johns « Clay « Nassau » Leon
! - o ——
) R VT, < . |
' - '.i’@ 4 * Renovation Planning
5 o Scaled photo-quality prints; basemaps for golf architects and
irrigation designers; area measurements; topography maps

* Irrigation Management
Terrific maps for computerized irrigation systems;
expert programming and training

* GPS Mapping
Combine your aerial with GPS points for the best as-built
you'll ever see!

RHCLIEILEE RTS GOLF EXPLORER SOFTWARE
Use your aerial to measure, record, print, create ) work orders,

and much more. Call for a free demo!

g

. Contact Ragan Technical Solutions, Inc. today!

dave @ragantechnical.com
561.776.9713

w w w.ragantechnical.com
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Valley CC. He was presiding over a meeting of
the Bergen city council meeting; the nameplate
in front of him said “MAYOR.”

It was a good thing Cheryl had a book
with her. I was determined to watch Jack manage
the business of Bergen, a town of 2,000 with a
strong Norwegian influence yet today despite its
founding nearly 150 years ago. Jack traced all of
his ancestors back to Norway and had visited the
home fjord several times.

The meeting was pretty routine, I'd
say. It seemed everyone on the council - there
were only six of them, plus the mayor - was con-
genial. Clearly, in a small town there are far
fewer divisive issues when compared to, say,
Milwaukee or Madison or Green Bay.

This night they were talking about
paving a section of Elm Street (the 600 and 700
blocks) and approved a motion to replace the
recycling containers with new and larger ones.
Both were budgeted items and approval seemed
a formality.

There was a brief discussion about
new lighting for the ball diamond in Hauge Park.
Jack’s brief comments put the issue to rest: “The
community park was named after my grandfa-
ther. He donated the land for it to the city, and it
is a special place for me. But if it needs lights
now, it needed them when we were in the budg-
eting process. | am firmly against unbudgeted
discretionary spending.”

End of that deliberation.

There was one issue that did generate
some discussion among the council members.
One member offered a motion to install a stop
light at the intersection of Main Street and
Lincoln Avenue. The city attorney pointed out
the process with the Wisconsin DOT that they
would have to comply with. The city engineer
gave estimated costs. After weighing both sides
of the issue, it was dismissed as unnecessary at
this time.

And that was it. Jack had run a well
organized meeting with efficiency and brevity,
not unlike he ran the golf course at Splendid
Valley.

The next morning we went back to
the Fork and Spoon Cafe for some breakfast. We
sat at the counter, ordered black coffee to drink
while looking over the menu, and started to visit
a little bit with the local folks who had gathered.
Little restaurants like this one always have a reg-
ular crowd for each of the main meals of the day.
My preference has always been the early birds,
and it didn’t take long to engage them in conver-
sation about their mayor.

“Did you see him on TV last night?”
asked one older fellow in bib overalls and
LaCrosse boots.

“I sure did,” came my reply as I vol-
unteered, “and I have known Jack for many
years. I am in the same business as he is.”

“Oh,” was the collective response
from several within hearing distance.

We ordered bacon, eggs, wheat toast
and hash browns with orange juice and milk to
drink. The waitress went down the counter and
filled the coffee cups.

“How'’s he doing as mayor?” I finally
asked. Norwegians are known to be a little reti-
cent. “Well,” came the reply slowly, “we got our-
selves a good one. He takes the job way more
seriously than any other mayor most of us can
remember. And he works dang hard at it, too.

“Bergen has the best streets of any
town or village out here in western Wisconsin,
maybe anywhere in Wisconsin!”

The breakfast crowd was loosening
up a bit.

“And if you think we have good
streets in town, our parks are even better. He
knows a lot about them because of the golf
course he manages. He really shaped up the city
crew when it comes to aerifying and mowing.
Heck, he even spends a little money to fertilize
them and he makes sure the weeds are killed. He
does the spraying himself. We couldn’t be happi-
er.

“Plus you should see our ball dia-
monds since Jack has been on the city council.
He put watering systems into the soccer fields
and the ball fields the city owns, and now we are
the envy of everybody out here in this part of the

Consider Primo

g
syngenta

MAXX®
the turf’s personal trainer.

Get your turf in top shape. Primo MAXX PGR makes turf thicker
and stronger. Preparing it for summer’s toughest challenges, like
heat, drought, and disease. Not to mention everyday wear and
tear. So it can be in prime condition all season long.
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¥ Primo MAXX

Plant Growth Regulator

To learn more about Syngenta products, contact:
Vera M. Gasparini at 1-407-699-7710, Lee Bloomcamp at 1-352-495-3405,
Michael Owen at 1-352-242-9733, or Kevin Wasilewski at 1-863-644-1467.

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using this product
©2002 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. MAXX®, Primo®, and the
Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.

www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com
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country!”

A man dressed in a coat and tie came
in and sat at the counter with the rest of us.

“Ask him a few questions about our
mayor."”

I leaned around Cheryl and explained
we were stranded in town last night and had
watched the council meeting. “I know the
mayor,” I volunteered.

“EVERYBODY knows Jack,” he
said. “He does a really good job - I am on the
council and I see him function up close and per-
sonal. We hope he sticks with it for a few more
terms He has made it impossible for whoever
succeeds him.

“What Jack has done is create some
excellent work habits among the public works
staff. They seem to have a lot of pride that they
didn’t have before he was elected to the council.
He has chaired both the Parks Committee and
the PW Committee and left his clear impression
on both.

“Our town now has a brighter, neater
appearance. There are never any little unfinished
jobs around town. No sloppy work. Everything
from picnic tables to city vehicles is in tip-top
shape. He expects excellence from people.”

We took a breather so we could eat
our breakfast - the food was getting cold.

The man in the coat and tie had his

usual coffee and a chocolate donut. Then he
continued. “Jack’s influence on Bergen has gone
beyond the practical and obvious things we have
been talking about.

“The city infrastructure is sound. We
are on a planned replacement schedule for
everything from fire trucks and snowplows to
our municipal water supply. We have a carefully
developed plan relating to annexation and
growth and land use. We have personnel poli-
cies, vehicle-use policies and even a protocol for
the use of city cell phones. Should the need
arise, we are prepared for implementation of a
TIF plan. We have a lot of confidence in our city
government, due in no small part to Jack
Hauge.”

I mentioned to him that I knew Jack
through our mutual profession. The man smiled
and said that he felt there were similarities
between a smooth-running golf course operation
and a smooth-running municipal operation.

He asked what course I worked for. I
told him and then asked if he played any golf.

“Oh, you bet,” came the quick
answer. “I have belonged to Splendid Valley for
many years. In fact, I am the club president this
year!”

I almost fell off the counter stool.
“So, when Jack is at the course, you are the
boss!™

“Yes,” came the careful response.
“But as soon as [ hit the city limits of Bergen,
Jack becomes ‘Mr. Mayor’.”

We talked a little longer about club
politics and city politics, and he said he was
happy to say Jack was above it all.

I was thinking of my colleagues and
all the interesting things they did outside of
work. We could count among us an opera singer,
a sculptor, a Brown Swiss cattle showman, an
author, an amateur flower breeder (irises), a
pilot, and an accordion player in a polka band.
We even had a mayor in our midst and didn’t
even know it What will it be next? The possi-
bilities are limitless, just like the opportunities.

Reprinted with permission from The Grass Roots
May/June 2001

The man smiled and said
that he felt there were
similarities between a
smooth-running golf
course operation and a
smooth-running municipal
operation.

SHOW AN OLD COURSE NEW TRICKS

The University of Florida recently renovated its golf
course, and it needed a gl‘ﬂh-quality fertilizer to help got
ous choice was GreenEdge’
Unlike other organic fertilizers, GreenEdge* contains
slow-release potassium to enhance root
It also acts as a
to increase beneficial microbial activity.
e multi-release

its turf into shape

increase stress tolerance.

*'s uni

owth and
ioactivator

| GreenEdge’

mechanism

ptovidesbo initial and extended release of nutrients
through hydrolysis and microbial degradation over an
8-12 week period. It also minimizes environmental
impact by eliminating leaching and runoff.

Give GreenEdge® a call at toll free 877-GREEN30
and let our products work wonders for your course.

GreenTechnologies, Inc.

*Available in:
~-Standard and Greens Grade
-15-5-10, 8-1-8, 6-2-12 or custom
biended to your specifications
*Patent Pending

Agronomically Superior ® Technologically Advanced e Environmentally Sound
605 N.W. 53rd Avenue, Suite A-15, Gaineswville, FL 32609, Toll Free 1-877-GREEN30, Fax: 352-379-7749, www.green-edge.com
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NATURE LOVES IT.

INSECTS HATE IT.

YOU NEED IT.

TaE NEW Turr PriDE DEerra GC PLus FERTILIZER.

It’s an insecticide and fertilizer in one that controls mole
crickets, chinch bugs, sod webworms, fire ants and many
other insects. Many treatments available can be harsh to the
environment. Howard Fertilizer created a treatment as a
natural alternative that is much safer, while it helps control
your insect problem.

Turr PrIDE DELTA GC PLUS FERTILIZER contains clean and
safe granules that dissolve quickly and do not smell or stain.

Delta F” is a product of Aventis Environmental Service USA.

It’s an economical treatment that works effectively in tiny
doses, giving you a quick knockdown, high mortality and a
long residual.

Turr PriDE DeLtA GC PLus FERTILIZER is the effective
alternative for mole cricket and other insect control you've
been looking for.

H OWARD

fertilizer & chemical

PREMIUM QUALITY FERTILIZERS AND CUSTOM BLENDS

7205 E. HIGHWAY 50 * GROVELAND, FLORIDA 34736 « CALL 1-888-668-5868 « WWW.HOWARDFERTILIZER.COM


http://WWW.HOWARDFERTILIZER.COM

AFTERWORDS

INDY CARS, NASCARS, AND PINK SLIPS

Speed Kills

By Jim Walker

When I was a young lad of about 10, I
watched a movie about
the Indianapolis
Speedway and the Big
Race held there each year.
It starred William Bendix
who played the part of
“Bum ‘em Up” Bames.
Needless to say, old “Bum
‘em Up” slammed into the
wall and expired amid the
wreckage and twisted
metal near tum two... or
three... or one of those
tumns. Funny how that movie stayed with me all
these years, but it has. The moral of the story, obvi-
ously, was “speed kills.”

Last April, my wife and I had the
opportunity to get up close and personal with
Daytona International Speedway, thanks to her ex-
husband, with whom she has remained cordial.
Bruce is an architect working for the France
Company which owns the Daytona Track and sever-
al others across the country. He took us on quite a
tour of the facility, but the most compelling part of
the excursion was almost being
able to touch the wall in
turn three where Dale
Eambhart, “The

Intimidator,” had bought it just a couple of months
before. Moral of the story: “Speed kills.”

In case you were wondering what the
hell a bunch of people going around in circles at 180
miles per hour has to do with turf, it is that speed
kills.

I have seen too many good superintend-
ents lose jobs because their greens took a dump as
they tried to maintain them at speeds of 10, 11, or
12 on the stimpmeter. This quest to have the fastest
greens in town is taking a toll, and it seems to me
that it is all so needless.

Now don’t get me wrong, I'm not some-
one who putts badly on fast greens and has a per-
sonal axe to grind. As a matter of fact, the faster
they are, the better I like it. This fact can be verified
by any number of people whose socks I've knocked
the dust out off. Putting on fast greens brings out the
Jerry McGuire in me.

But enough is too much already! A
stimp 8.0 to 9.0 is plenty fast enough and leaves the
plant sufficient leaf tissue to accommodate photo-
synthesis. Furthermore, there doesn’t seem to be a
loss of root mass at these speeds. With products like
Primo, around 8.0 on well-shaped greens is more
than what 90 percent of golfers can handle. I know
it's one of the main reasons play has slowed down.
The greens are too fast and all these pork chops are
chipping from one side of the green to the other and
following that up with three- or four-putts.

I think the time has long since passed
that the USGA and particularly the GCSAA began
aggressive education to the masses that the green
speed they see on TV every week is not what they
should expect from at their clubs on a regular basis.

I wish I had kept the article in
GolfWeek's Superintendent News, which alluded to
the fact that the greens on three of the last four US
Open courses had to be replanted immediately after
the event because they had gotten so stressed out
during tournament week.

That’s the part of the story the golfing
public never hears. “Speed Kills” is the part of the
story our industry, and the people to whom we have
entrusted our profession need to begin preaching.
Slow ‘em down!

I know that this commentary will be
read by some folks at big-time clubs and be laughed
at, but not everyone has a million-dollar budget
and a staff of 20 or more for each 18 holes.

I have known Fred Klauk
since his days at Eagle Trace, and his
TPC course was one of the courses

that my wife and I played last April.
That was just a short time after the
Tournament Players Championship.

Fred is for sure one of the best two or
three superintendents I have known in my

|

30-plus years in the business.

When we played the first par three on
the front side, there was one of his trusted and
knowledgeable staff members working diligently,
sodding bare spots! His comment to me as we com-
miserated on his task was, “You can't mow ‘em at
.110 and expect them to grow, can you?"”

No, especially not in Jacksonville at that
time of year.

Come on USGA! Come on GCSAA!
Get on board and come on in for the victory lap, or
else we'll have you standing tall before the man.

Start telling the masses: “Speed Kills!”

P.S. That day at Fred’s magnificent facil-
ity, I knocked it in on No. 17, shot 82 and didn’t
three-putt a green.

TURF=ENVIRONMENT

If You Really Want to
Understand How the
Activists Think... Join ‘em

By Phil Busey, Ph.D.

Phil Busey, associate pro-
fessor of turfgrass science
at the University of
Florida's Fort Lauderdale
REC, operates “Turfgrass
Management,” a web
site, online discussion
forum and an irregular
but frequent email
newsletter. The following
excerpls indicate that not
all voices in the discus-

sion of turfgrass and the environment are either
shrill or confrontational.

Walk the Talk

If turfgrass is to survive in the urban
age, we must talk the talk, and walk the walk, of
environmental stewardship. If you as a turfgrass
manager are not a member of the Sierra Club, or the
Audubon Society, or the Nature Conservancy, you
should seriously consider protecting your livelihood
as well as doing what good you can do as a citizen,
and join one of these or other responsible organiza-
tions. If for no other reason, you'll meet some inter-
esting people.

That said, we must be careful to be
accurate and not exaggerate the safety of pesticides,
nor to exaggerate their potential harm. This came up
at a recent meeting in which there was a comment
made speculating about possible complaints by
neighbors (which have never occurred) regarding
pesticide use.

This kind of speculation is harmful
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