
North Florida Past President Clayton Estes, CGCS, left, presents Tom Cowan 
with the much deserved FGCSA President s Award for Lifetime Service. 

Tom 
Cowan-
Service with 
a Smile 

Glen Klauk 

Those who know Tom 
Cowan would say he could have 
been equally successful as a stand-up 
comedian, karaoke singer, or imper-
sonator. However, he chose the golf 
and turf industry to become his rou-
tine. Cowan started his career at San 
Jose Country Club like many others 
in the north Florida area. He started 
in the food and beverage side of the 
club business but was promptly fired 
from his first job by the head chef 
when he dropped a platter of roast 
beef in front of 200 members who 
were waiting for the Sunday Brunch 
to commence. He quickly found out 
that outside the clubhouse was the 
place to be. 

During Cowan's career 
he has worked at Killearn Golf Club 
in Tallahassee and Rio Pinar in 
Orlando, helping to host two Citrus 
Opens (now known as The Bay Hill 
Classic). While attending Lake City 
Community College, he worked at 
John's Island in Vero Beach and 
Ponte Vedra in Jacksonville. Upon 
graduation he was hired as Paul 
Hickman's, superintendent at the 
Grenelefe Resort in Winter Haven. 
Under Hickman's tutelage he helped 
direct the construction and grow-in 

of the South Course, completing the 
54 -hole, Grenelefe Project. After 
three years with Hickman, he moved 
back to Jacksonville where he 
became the superintendent at 
Deerwood Country Club for 12 
years. 

While at Deerwood, 
Cowan became very active in the 
North Florida chapter. He volun-
teered for all the positions on the 
board of directors and helped make 
the association what it is today. After 
leaving Deerwood he worked with 
Vigoro for three years and then went 
to work with Pike Creek Turf. His 
enthusiasm has helped Pike Creek 
become a major supplier in the turf 
industry today. After three years with 
Pike Creek, Cowan moved on to 
work with John Gamble at Wesco 
Turf Supply where he won the 
Rookie of the Year award. 

Cowan continues to be 
active in the NFGCSA as an indus-
try advisor to the board of directors. 
He was the chairman of the Lake 
City Community College Advisory 
Board and was the driving force 
behind the Action for Excellence 
Endowment program. He is a long-
term committee member of the 
Florida USGA Green Section, hav-
ing recently published articles in the 
USGA Green Section Record. 

Cowan's career has truly 
touched all aspects of the golf and 
turf industry. Through all of his 
endeavors he has never missed the 
opportunity to help a fellow superin-
tendent. It may be to help solve a 
turf problem or just to lend a sympa-
thetic ear. We in the North Florida 
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There's no other way to describe 
NEMATODE DAMAGE! 

Hendrix and Dail's new, patented product, 
TURFCURE 376,™ controls turf-damaging 
nematodes with minimal turf damage and 
little or no chance of run-off or exposure to 
humans or wildlife. Our patented machine 
injects TURFCURE 376™ into the soil be-
neath the thatch layer with minimal sur-
face disruption. 

In today's world of rising environmental 
concerns and falling inventories of effective 
compounds, this is a bright spot. We have a 
proven, labeled, ready-to-go product with 
a patented, turf friendly machine. Our staff 
is ready to help. 

f HENDRIX AND DAIL, INC. 
fi I IQ Mvaa/ A"\ W P a l m o f f n PI 9A991 7610 US Hwy 41 N., Palmetto, FL 34221 

800-726-5215 
www.hendrixanddail.com 

http://www.hendrixanddail.com


FGCSA Chapter Officers 2002-03 
Calusa GCSA 

President Ken Shakeshaft, 
Six Lakes CC; Vice President Greg 
Kriesch, Heritage Palms CC; External 
VP. Roger Taylor, Kingsway CC; 
Sec/Treasurer Rick Cirino, Palmetto 
Pine CC 

Central Florida 
President Scott Welder, 

Walt Disney World; Vice President 
Brian Lentz, DeBary CC; External VP. 
John Lammrish, LPGA Infi; 
Sec/Treasurer Brett Harris, Lake Nona 
Club 

Coastal Plains GCSA 
President & Sec/Treasurer Jeff 
Heggen, Hilaman Park; Vice President 
Mike Echols, Summerbrooke GC; 
External VP. Doug Abbuhl, Seminole 
GC 

Everglades GCSA 
President Jim Leiseberg, CGCS, WCI; 
Vice Pres. Kyle Sweet, CGCS, The 
Sanctuary; External VP Darren Davis, 
Olde Florida GC; Treasurer J. Mark 
Black, CGCS, Quail West; Secretary 
Greg Maze, CGCS, Twin Eagles 

Chapter can count on Tom as we 
always have through his lifetime of 
service. 

Upon receiving the award, 
Cowan as all can imagine, had much 
to say. He started by introducing some 
special guests who have meant so 
much to his career. The gentlemen 
present for the ceremony were Lloyd 
Clifton, his son Geoige, Paul 
Hickman, David Barnes, Jimmy 
Allen, and John Gamble. As Cowan 
introduced each of them, he relayed 
what each of these men had done for 
him: each one had given him an 
opportunity to learn and grow within 
the industry. 

Clifton first met Cowan at 
Rio Pinar when Cowan was a staff 
member and Clifton had built the 
course and was acting consultant. He 
later became Cowan's consultant at 
Deerwood. Cowan recalled some of 
the reports and even brought copies to 
present back to Clifton, whom he 
called his lifelong mentor. 

Hickman took a chance 
on a student fresh out of Lake City. 
"Paul was an incredible teacher." 
Cowan recalls. 

David Barnes not only 

North Florida GCSA 
President & SecTreasurer Glen 
Klauk, Pablo Creek GC; Vice Pres. 
Andy Maguire, Marsh Creek CC; 
External V P. Clayton Estes, San Jose 
CC 

Palm Beach GCSA 
President Tyler Warner, Addison 
Reserve; Vice President Peter Powell, 
Boca Greens CC; External VP. Mark 
Henderson, Gulfstream GC; 
Secretary Steve Bernard, Adios CC; 
Treasurer Frank McKee, Polo Trace 
GC 

Ridge GCSA 
President Mark Hopkins, Bartow GC; 
Vice President Tom Barnett, Bartow 
GC; External V P. Jeff Brown, Lake 
Region Y&CC; Sec/Treasurer Clay 
Marshall, River Greens GC 

Seven Rivers GCSA 
President Bob Marrino, Magnolia 
Valley GC; Vice President & External 
VP Buddy Keene, Gainesville 
G&CC; Secretary Rick Watts, Royal 
Oaks GC; Treasurer Sonny Kirkland, 
Beacon Woods GC 

gave Cowan fishing advice, but 
also helped him move into the sales 
and marketing side of the golf 
industry, which proved to be a per-
fect fit, as his knowledge, reputa-
tion, and gift for gab opened many 
doors that were closed to those 
before him. 

Jimmy Allen and John 
Gamble also gave Cowan the 
opportunity to learn and grow with-
in the industry as the leader of their 
sales forces. 

His usual sense of 
humor was laced throughout each 
story along with moments of emo-

South Florida GCSA 
President Jim Goins, Hollybrook 
G&TC; Vice President Bob Harper, 
Emerald Hills; External VP Joe 
Pantaleo, Indian Creek CC; 
Sec/Treasurer Kelly Cragin, Biltmore 
GC 

Suncoast GCSA 
President John Van Vranken, Waterlefe 
G&RC; Vice President Bob Gwodz, 
Sara Bay CC; External VP Mike 
McCulloch, Jacaranda West CC; 
Secretary Andy Burmester, Pelican Pbint 
CC; Treasurer Chip Copeman, Lemon 
Bay GC 

Treasure Coast GCSA 
President John Morsut, North Palm 
Beach CC; Vice President Roy 
Mac Donald, Hobe Sound GC; External 
VP Ralph Darn, Sailfish Pbint GC; 
SecTreasurer Rob Kloska, Jupiter Island 

West Coast GCSA 
President Jim Sharpe, Summerfield GC; 
Vice President Louis de\bs, Tides CC; 
External VP Chris Ansley, Heritage 
Isles; SecTreasurer Kevin Baldwin, 
Diamond Players GC 

tional gratitude. Tom finished his 
acceptance speech with a poem 
about friendship and remembering 
those friends (See sidebar). 

How soon we tend to 
forget, and not stay in touch with 
those that really mean so much to 
us as friends, colleagues, and men-
tors. We all get bound up in our 
own little piece of life, but it really 
is never too late to tell people what 
they mean to you and say, Thank 
you for what you do or have done 
for me. We can all take a lesson 
from that little poem, I know this 
writer did. Thanks Tom. 

Crowfoot Open Chairman Tom Alex 
(left) presents Joe Ondo, CGCS with 
the engraved crystal Larry Kamphaus 
Awardfor 2002 at the Crowfoot Open 
reception. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

Henderson, Ondo, 
CFGCSA All 
Winners at 26th 
Crowfoot Bash 

Grand Cypress Golf Club 
hosted the 26th Annual Crowfoot Open. 
The North, South and East nines were 
ready for an 8 a m shotgun start Aug. 4 
with 164 players hoping they had 
brought their A games. 

Mark Henderson, Palm 
Beach GCSA birdied five of his last six 
holes to card a fine 69 to edge out 
defending champion Chris Cartin by 
two shots in the Superintendent 
Division. Henderson now joins Bob 
Harper (Foa winner) in qualifying for 
FGCSA's national team. Cartin 
redeemed himself by taking first in the 
Stableford competition and leading the 
Central Florida team of Bruce Kosmer, 

The Crowfoot Committee for 2002 From left, front row: Bob Lloyd, Jan Lloyd, Vilma Kamphaus and Tom Alex. Back row: 
Joel Jackson, Joe Ondo, Dwight Kummer and Lisa McDowell. Not pictured Stuart Leventhal. 



DIAMOND SPONSORS 
NuCrane Machinery 
Hector Turf 

GOLD SPONSORS 
Florida Landscape Design 
Florida Superior Sand 
Golf Agronomics 
Golf Ventures 
Harrell's Fertilizer 
J. W. Sod/Aeration Technology 
Kilpatrick Turf Equipment 
LESCO 
Syngenta 
The Andersons/Pro Source One 
United Horticultural Supply 

SILVER SPONSORS 
A & L Labs 
Addison Reserve 
Advanced Aquatic Services, Inc. 
Agri-Scape Golf Course Construction, Inc. 
Aquagenix/DeAngelo Brothers 
Atlantic Fertilizer 

Baker Landscape CorpAree Mgmt. Service 
Bouse Const. - Bridges & Bulkheads 
Championship Golf Services 
Detailed Sports Turf 
Disbrow Enterprises 
DowAgrosciences 
DuCor International 
EnBio-"No Burn: Hyd. Oil 
Floratine of Florida 
Gilchrist Lawn Maintenance 
Go For Supply 
Googe Transport 
Green-Way 
Hamilton Grading & Grassing 
Hamilton Turf Farms 
Haverland Blackrock Corp. 
HiTech Turf Products 
Jerry's Turf Products 
Lake Masters 
Lewis Equipment 
Liquid Ag/Douglass Fertilizer 
McAnlis Golf Design 
Patten Turf 
Pipin Tractor 

Plush Greens - Top Notch Verticutting 
Polecat Industries 
Precision Small Engine 
Pro Source One/Jimmy Morales 
Professional Golf Car 
Professional Pesticide Applicators 
Profile Products 
Quality Turf, LC. 
Rapid Turf 
Seminole GC 
Siphon Systems, Inc. 
South Florida Grassing 
Sullivan Electric & Pump 
Tee-to-Green Turf Products 
The Bushel Stop 
Tom Burrows 
Turf Drainage Co. 
Turf Specialties 
Turf Technologies 
Turner Trucking, Inc. 
Upstart Products 
Valent U.SA 
Wyld West Annuals, Inc. 
Zimmerman Tree Service 



SPOTLIGHT 

The Central Florida chapter nets the team trophy, thanks to players who brought 
their A games to Grand Cypress. From left: Bruce Kosmer, Kevin Rotti, Brett 
Harris and Chris Cartin. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

Brett Harris and Kevin Rotti to defend 
the chapter team title with a 10-shot 
win over the Ridge and Palm Beach 
Chapters. In the Commercial Division, 
the low gross winner was Keith 
Nicoletta followed by Gary Wilhelm 
and Ken Ezell. Net Division winners, in 
order, were Tom Diggens, Fred 
Marshall and Rich Skorepa. 

Special thanks to all our 
sponsors and especially to our present-
ing sponsors Harrells Fertilizer, 
Howard Fertilizer, and Lesco for their 
extra support of the reception, tourna-

ment and after-golf luncheon. We'd also 
like to thank all the players and spouses 
who participated in this year's activities. 

Tournament Chairman 
Tom Alex and his superintendents, Jeff 
Clark, Jim Sullivan and Pat Gibaratz 
and the golf maintenance staff had the 
courses in excellent condition. It's 
always a pleasure to play a great golf 
course and Grand Cypress is one of the 
best. If you didn't win something on the 
golf course or at the reception raffle, I 
still hope you enjoyed the fine facilities 
and camaraderie. 

Around the comer I have a friend, 
In this great city that has no end. 
Yet days go by, and weeks rush on, 
And ere I know it, a year has gone. 
And I never see my old friend's face. 
For life is a swift and terrible race. 
He knows I like him just as well, 
As in the days when I rang his bell, 
and he rang mine. 

We were younger then, 
And now we are busy and tired men. 
Tired of playing a foolish game, 
Tired of trying to make a name. 
"Tomorrow," I say, "I'll call on Jim, 
Just to show I am thinking of him." 
But tomorrow comes and tomorrow 
goes. Around the comer, yet miles 
away. "Here's a telegram sir - Jim died 
today!" 

And that's what we get and deserve in 
the end; 
Around the comer - a vanished 
friend." 

Tom Cowan 

Perennial Palm Beach competitor and 
past Poa champion Mark Henderson 
added another title to his career 
"Superintendent Slam " by birdying 

five of his last six holes. He joins Bob 
Harper from South Florida on the 
FGCSA s 2003 national golf team. 
Photo by Joel Jackson. 

Quality Nutrients for TurfGrass 
V 

THE POWER of Foliar Nutrition ... 
Hyperspectral Turf Enhancer Program 

(800) 340-3888 
P O BOX 291370, TAMPA, FL 33687 

FAX (813) 988-0329 

Turns Irrigation Water 
Into Rain Water. 



We can't sign off without a 
big thank you to Lisa McDowell, 
Tommy's assistant, and her parents Jan 
and Bob Lloyd who take care of all the 
invitations, registration, and sponsor 
details behind the scenes to make this a 
successful event. The remainder of the 
Crowfoot Committee providing sponsor 
contacts and follow-up were Joel 
Jackson, Dwight Rummer, Stuart 
Leventhal and yours truly. 

Joe Ondo, CGCS 

Editors Note: At the Saturday night 
reception, Tom Alex gave an eloquent 
tribute to former Crowfoot Chairman 

and Disney Superintendent Larry 
Kamphaus for whom the event was 

renamed. Alex recounted Kamphaus s 
career and his contributions to the 

Central Florida golf industry. Since 
Kamphaus s death in 1997 the Crowfoot 

Committee has annually presented the 
Larry Kamphaus Award to those in the 

business who exemplify those traits mod-
eled by Kamphaus, including service to 

the industry and the association. This 
year's recipient was a totally surprised 

and most deserving Joe Ondo, who has 
unselfishly given his time and service to 

our profession for nearly 20 years. 

2002 Summer Board Meeting Highlights 

DOC: GCSAA will file a Methyl 
Bromide Critical Use Exemption appli-
cation on behalf of the U.S. golf indus-
try. Loss of this product in 2005 will 
affect grass certification and require 
more use of conventional pesticides 
during grow-in. 

Editor: Fall Florida Green Spotlight 
section will feature comprehensive 
chapter news that will highlight every 
chapter's activities. 

Awards: Bob Sanderson announced as 
the recipient of the 2002 Distinguished 
Service Award. 

Education: Dr. Bob Carrow will speak 
on " 14 Ways Greens Can Fail" at the 
FTGA Conference Sept. 16. The Palm 
Beach Chapter will host Dr. Ronnie 
Duncan s "Seashore Paspalum 
Management on Golf Courses" Oct 2. 
Tommy Witt will be the speaker at the 
2003 Poa Annua Classic. All of these 
GCSAA seminars will be eligible for 
CEUs. 

Chris Leahy, left and Dale Mitchell, 
right, of Golf Agronomics Supply & 
Handling stopped by the board meet-
ing at Grand Cypress on their way to 
a Crowfoot practice round to give 
FGCSA President Geoff Coggan their 
annual donation of $3,000 to the 
FGCSA Research Fund. Thanks gen-
tlemen. Your steadfast support is 
appreciated. 

Membership Jim Miller of the 
Suncoast Chapter was approved as a 
Lifetime FGCSA member. 

Golf: The FGCSA Golf Championship 
will be held at Southern Dunes GC 
Sept. 28. 

FGCSA Director of Communications 
Joel Jackson presents outgoing President 
Geoff Coggan with a framed cover of the 
Fall 2001 Florida Green which profiled 
Coggan and his course. The Great 
Outdoors. Photo by Darren Davis. 

Newly elected FGCSA President David 
Court, CGCS presents the mounted 
gavel to Immediate Past President Geoff 
Coggan, CGCS, MG in recognition for 
his service in leading the association in 
2001-02. 

UHS brand fertilizers are designed to meet 
the demanding agronomic needs of any 

turf professional. These products are built 
to perform best according to the local 

needs of the geographies we serve. 

better 
Our premium offering is found in the UHS Signature 

Brand Fertilizer "green line" bag. These products 
feature the best nutrient sources available and are 

manufactured with an uncompromising eye to 
consistency and performance. 

The green bag guarantees ultimate nutritional 
benefits and turf quality for your fertilizer program. 

Check with your local UHS rep for more details 
on our line of outstanding fertilizers 

(800) 457-0415 • fax (813) 664-0371 

good 
Our UHS Signature Brand Fertilizer "blue 
line" is comprised of products with the 
things youd expect, such as quality and 
consistency. What sets these fertilizers 
apart is unique technologies, added 
performance and unmatched value. 

best 
United 

W Horticultural Supply 
w w w . u h s o n l i n e . c o m 

http://www.uhsonline.com


S P O T L I G H T 

North Florida GCSA President Glen 
Klank (left) presents the $5,000 from its 
summer ftaidmiser at Klauk's Pablo 
Creek Club to FGCSA President 
Coggan for the state association s turf-
grass research account. Thank you. First 
Coasters, for your donation to the cause. 

2002 Summer Board Meeting Highlights 

Government/Public Relations: The 
GR committee is going to look at possi-
ble public relations efforts associated 
with professional tournament site during 
the March golf swing. 

IFAS: The South Florida Turfgrass Task 
Force has listed Immokalee REC as 
best site for relocating turf research 
plots from the Ft Lauderdale REC. 

Long Range Planning: The FGCSA 
will fund three Spokesperson Training 
sessions this year. The FGCSA will 
partner with the USGA and Audubon 
International to conduct four hands-on 
workshops the first week of December 
to help new members apply and old 
members obtain certification. 

FGCSA officers for 2002-03 from left: Dale Walters, CGCS secretary/treasurer; 
Greg Pheneger, vice president: Geoff Coggan, CGCS, MG past president and 
David Court, CGCS president. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

In recognition for serving two terms as 
past president, Geoff Coggan presents 
Darren Davis with a bound collection of 
all of Davis ' s Super Tip articles for The 
Florida Green. Davis will also be hon-
ored in Atlanta at the GCSAA 
Conference with his second Leo Feser 
Award for his writing in Golf Course 
Management. He's the first repeat win-
ner. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

Local chapter external vice presidents make up the board of directors for the 
FGCSA. Directors for 2002-03 from left; front row: Mark Henderson, Mike 
McCulloch, Chris Ansley, and Glen Klauk; back row: Jeff Brown, John 
Lammrish, GCSS, Darren Davis, and Joe Pantaleo. Not pictured: DougAbbuhl, 
Clayton Estes, CGCS and Buddy Keene. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

TTI 
Turf Technologies International 
Turf Products Sales & Service 
Bryan Riddle - Mobile (561) 310-8482 
1-800-432-2214 
Distributors of Howard Greens Grade, 
Granular and Liquid Fertilizers 

PPA 
Professional Pesticide Applicators 
Custom Chipco Choice Topical 
& Sub-surface Application 
Call now for 2002 Injection 
1-800-432-2214 

Producers of 
Quality Turfgrasses 

for Golf Courses and Athletic Fields 

Producers and Installers 
of Fumigated Georgia 

Certified Bermudagrasses 
• T i f w a y • T i f d w a r f 
• T i f S p o r t » C e n t i p e d e S o d / S e e d 
• T i f E a g l e » M e y e r Z o y s i a 

Pike Creek Turf inc. 
Route 2, Box 376-A, Adel, Ga. 31620 

1-800-232-7453 
Rowplanting Services Available 



DUNK 
voua 26th Annual Larry 

Kamphaus Crowfoot 
Open 

The Central Florida 
G.C.S.A. would like to 

thank the following 
sponsors for their 

support. 

Presenting Sponsors 
Harrell's, Inc. 
Howard Fertilizer and Chemical Company 
Lesco 

Bayer Environmental Services/Chipco 
Bayer Environmental Services 
Dow AgroSciences 
FMC Corporation. 
Golf Agronomics Supply & Handling 
International Golf Maintenance 
Monsanto 
Nucrane Machinery 
Parkway Research 

Southeast Partners 
Syngenta Crop Protection 
Textron Golf Turf and Specialty 
Tresca Equipment Company 
United Horticultural Supply 
Wesco Turf Supply 
E. R. Jahna Industries 
Florida Irrigation 
Florida Potting Soils 
Golf Ventures 
Lake Masters 
Lewis Equipment Company 
Maintenance Supply Specialists 
Master Turf Farms 
Pro Plus 
Pro Source One 
PROFILE Products 
R. C. Dunn Oil Co., Inc 
Rain Bird Golf 
Smithco, Inc. 
Standard Golf 
Tee to Green Products 
Turf Seed, Inc. 
Du Cor International 
Eckert Golf Sales, Inc. 
Palmer Course Design Co. 
Precision Small Engines 
Quality Grassing & Service, Inc. 
Valent USA Corporation 
Tresca Equipment Co. 
Turf Equipment Warehouse Rental, Inc. 
Upstart Products, Inc. 

Support our sponsors as 
they support us! 



Number 9, East Course, Boca Lago C.C., 
Boca Raton. Photo by Daniel Ze/azek 



By Joel Jackson, CGCS 

. : BOCA IAGO COUNTRY CLUB 

"Thank goodness for the golf 
course green spaces in Palm Beach 
County !" says David Court, CGCS as 
we ride the 36-hole Boca Lago golf 
course complex in Boca Raton. Court 
has been at the 28-year -old course 
since 1981, and has watched the area 
grow exponentially since his family 
moved to Plantation when he was 9 
years old. Court continues, "On our 
course alone we maintain 21 county-
owned conservation/preservation areas 

covering 30 acres and 50 acres of lakes 
and ponds." 

Considering that 90 percent of 
Palm Beach County's population lives in a 
12- to 15-mile-w ide strip along the coast-
line and takes up only 10 percent of the 
land space in the county, residents are 
lucky that there are so many golf courses 
to provide urban greenbelts to balance all 
the concrete and asphalt. Boca Lago is 
located halfway between the coast and the 
eastern edge of the Everglades, just west of 



The green on No. 7 East guarded by three of the 110 bunkers on the course. Photo by Daniel Zelazek. 

Neo-Tec 
Effective, Environmentally Sound Nematode Control 

It's true! Neo-Tec isn't like other nematicides. Neo-Tec is naturally derived and EPA 
registered under the safer pesticide rules. Neo-Tec is harmless to beneficial nematodes 
and is completely biodegradable. 

• Promotes healthier roots by controlling harmful nematodes 

• Easy container disposal, minimal PPE and re-entry time 

• Reduces damage to plant root in the following ways: 

Disrupts the ability of plant parasitic nematodes to 
locate plant roots, thereby restricting penetration, feeding 
and reproduction 

Reduced nematode feeding activity reduces the opportunities 
for invasion by pathogenic fungi 

Parkway 
Research 
A Division of 

BRANDT 
CONSOLIDA TED 
Professional Agriculture 

800 .442 .9821 
info@parkwayresearch.com 
Fax 281.590.3353 

mailto:info@parkwayresearch.com

