dread. the 120 days that can make you. or
break you, the dog days of summer. For
most, it is a time to take a family vaca-
tion, but for the North Texas golf course
superintendent, this is no vacation!

We start spending less time with our
families and friends and more time on
the golf courses we are responsible for.
As the temperatures rise so do the tem-
peratures of everyone involved from the
membership to the executive staff and
even within our own crews. Expecta-
tions are also up from member-guest
tournaments to corporate outings. Ev-
eryone wants the golf course in the best
shape possible.

Tolerance levelsareatanall-year low.
Allthings combined putsyour stresslevel
higher than the thermometer. If you’re
waiting fora freak cold front to come out
of Canada to relieve some of your stress
you might still be holding your breath
come the end of September!

While surfingthe Internet I ranacross
thisinteresting piece ofinformation. The

10 Most Stressful Jobs
. U.S. President

. Firefighter

. Senior corporate executive

. Indy class race-car driver

. Taxi driver

. Surgeon

. Astronaut

. Police officer

. NFL football player

- O 0O N O U s WNN =

0. Air-traffic controller

ten most stressful jobs listed above are
based on 21 undisclosed specific job de-
mands.

I can think of three of the top ten I
would substitute “North Texas golf
course superintendent” for. Wouldn’t

you love to take the summer offand be a
NFL football player or an Indy race-car
driver? Most of us couldn’t make a very
good living at it, but it would be fun. As

for the third substitution, I would not
want to be a taxi driver but the thought
of sitting in an air-conditioned car all
day in August sounds a little appealing!
The truth is we all have stressful jobs
and, when things don’t go as planned on
our courses, the stress level can rise dan-
gerously. The following are a few things
that can help relieve some of our stress.
Exercise. This one is on top of the list
because thereis nothinglikeagood work-
out or a long walk to relieve stress and
also to clear your head. Sometimes you
gettoo many things goingon atonceand
a good workout can relax your mind
enough to sort things out and help put
things in the proper order.
Good nutrition. Your body
real defense to protectitselfagainst stress.
Stress must be kept to tolerable levels
using your mind. Stress was controlled
better atatime when man ate foods from
the land. Many foods taken from the
land, especially the herbs, helped our
bodies fight off some stress. But this kind

has no

regulations.

Safeguard personnel, avoid the liability
arising from soil and groundwater contamina-
tion, meet fire safety needs, and achieve full
compliance with federal, state, and local

Building sizes range from 5'to 32" in length

...professional hazardous
materials storage solutions

Safety Storage, Inc. prefabricated,
relocatable buildings provide a low-cost
solution to safe storage, containment,
mixing, and dispensing of golf course
chemicals and hazardous materials.

WINTER 1999

with capacities up to 320 sq. ft. Standard fea-
tures include continuously-welded, heavy-gauge
steel construction, secondary containment
sump, removeable fiberglass floor grating, and
chemical resistant coating inside and out.
Select from a full range of options

For complete details, call us toll free at:
1-800-344-6539 » www.safetystorage.com

SAFETY
STORAGE"

Petro-Chem

Environmental Systems, Inc.
15310 Amberly Drive, Suite 250
Tampa, Florida 33647
800-330-6949

Fax: 813-972-0955
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of diet has been lost in today’s society.
We are all too busy to eat like we did 75
years ago. By staying away from certain
foods we can help keep our stress mini-
mized. High intake of alcohol, caffeine,
processed foods and sugars cause fatigue,
irritability, headaches and can add stress
to our already overloaded days. Properly
eating proteins, fibers and foods con-
taining Vitamin B help steady our emo-
tional thought processes and can allevi-
ate some stress.

Recreational activities. Most of us
like to play golf for recreation, but it is
best to get away. Even at a different golf
course your mind reverts to problems at
your job. Early morning or early evening
fishing is a good choice. A game of bas-
ketball or any kind of activity with your
kids will help take your mind off what is
happening at work.

Movies. There is nothing like a good
movie to really take your mind some-
whereelse. Even though only fora couple
of hours, you get caught up in the plot

and forget about everything else.
Massage. | have never had one, but the
people who have say it is their best source
of stress relief. A good work over can relax
your tense muscles and also improve your
circulation. This will help clear your head
and help in making good decisions.
Sleep. Thatisano brainer. Weall know
what lack of sleep can do to your day!
Everyone has their own methods of
dealing with stress. Using the power of
your imagination, meditation and prayer
can clear your mind and help you put
things in perspective. Itisimportant that
all of us find our own method in dealing
with stress to keep our lives under con-
trol, and keep us all successful.
GENE DAHLEN,
Assistant Superintendent
Bent Tree C.C.

Wetlands Seminar
Draws Full House

Forty-onegolfcourse superintendents

ullivan

lectric & Pump, Inc.

from Jacksonville to Tampa to Palm
Beach attended a day-long GCSAA Re-
gional Seminar on wetlands and golf
courses in Orlando Oct. 8.

The wetlands regulations have had
a profound effect on how property
owners and developers can use their
land. These superintendents came to
learn the regulatory restrictions and
how they can maintain their golf
courses without affecting the wetlands
on their properties.

Barbara Beall, an environmental
consultant from New York was the in-
structor. Beall has worked for state en-
vironmental agencies and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. She is mar-
ried to a golf course superintendent, so
she has a unique perspective and ex-
pertise on the subject.

In addition to learning about the
regulations, ecology, functions and
value of wetlands, the attending super-
intendents earned CEUs for certifica-
tion.

SERVICES

PRODUCTS

DESIGN; SALES, INSTALLATION AND SERVICE OF ALL TYPES OF
GOLF COURSE AND COMMERCIAL TRRIGATION PUMP SYSTEMS.

FULLY STOCKED WAREHOUSE WITH Sf’EClFlC EQUIPMENT TO
MEET YOUR IRRIGATION NEEDS.

FULLY EQUIPED, RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCKS PRUVW_}'Z 24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE. Y

b

COMPLETE CRANE SERVICE.

INHOUSE PUMP REPAIR FACILITY.

MOTOR REPAIR AND REWIND FACILITY, ‘st \

Pl SSSE I

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS.'

TOTAL LIGHTNING PROTECTION AND INTERF/ X
LISTED INSTALLER. R (,

UNDER WATER WETWELL AND INTAKE CLEANING AND REPAIR.
LICENSED & INSURED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS. ™

« FLOWTRONEX PSI'

« OTTERBINE AERATORS ,
« EPS LANDSCAPE PUMP STATIONS
« EPS HYDRAULIC PUMP STATIONS
* WESCO FOUNTAINS

* CLAYTON VALVES & PARTS

* WESSELS HYDROPNEUMATIC TANKS
* SELF CLEANING INTAKE SCREENS Tﬁ :
« THOMPSON LIGHTNING PROTECTION EQUI
* VERTICAL TURBINE PUMPS

* CENTRIFIGUL PUMPS

* REPLACEMENT MOTORS

* CUSTOM CONTROL PANELS, ETL LISTED

"Servicing South Florida"”
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I's simple. PRE-M” is the country’s leading pendimethalin herbicide.
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' Successful Transition from Overseeding takes...

HANDS ON

Planning, Preparation, Patience

fter the disaster of El Nino last
year, I think the topic of tran
sition made a few people gun
shy about contributing on this
subject, but I managed to find a few
brave souls who of-
fered some com-

tions while growing two or three differ-
ent types of grasses at the same time.
That’s when patience by superintendents
and golfers alike pays off.

Jokr D. Jackson, CGCS

ments about what
they hope toachieve
during the 1999
transition phase of
overseeding man-
agement.

I found some
common threads
running through
their comments:
Planning was one,
with grass variety se-
lection being a key
ingredient at the
Grand Cypress and
Celebration Golf
Clubs followed by
booking mainte-
nance schedules a
year in advance.

Preparation was
next and that covers
everything from
having healthy turf
in the fall going into
overseeding to managing cultural prac-
tices in the spring.

And last but not least, patience! Pa-
tience in dealing with changing growing
conditions... in letting your turf cover
dictate the timing of some of your prac-
tices... in taking into account that with
these persistent new grass varieties,
maybe we should be calling it “summer
transition” instead of spring transition.

Given normal conditions, it’s rela-
tively easy to grow turf in the dead of
winter and the dead of summer.

But when the sun crosses the equator
twice a year and the seasons begin to
change, Florida superintendents are
asked to maintain good playing condi-

Tough Lessons Generate

Some New Ideas

om Alex has been the superinten-
dent/manager/director of golf
course maintenance at the Grand Cy-
press Golf Club for the past 15 years.
Known for the excellent conditioning of
his golf courses, Alex admitted that last
year’s overseeding season was a real eye
opener. It’s difficult not to frame some
of the practices we use in relation to what
happened during El Nino last year.
“Going into last year, I always thought
we were bulletproof,” he said. “We have
the resources and the talent to respond to
unusual conditions. We always dusted a

Grand Cypress superintendent Tom Alex shows
the two different ryegrasses used in the seed blend
applied to the rough. The larger “intermediate
rye” plant on the right should transition quicker
in the spring, giving the bermudagrass a better
chance to fill in. Photo by Joel Jackson.

little more seed here and there, babied it a
little bit and we always got there.

“Last year we never made itand we had
a rough winter. I've never had so much
explaining to do about course conditions
to company officials
and the pro shop for
theguestsinmyentire
15 years.

“That experience
made me realize that
you'd better have a
senseofurgencyabout
getting the overseed
established before the
heavy play season
starts. We are a resort
and driven by oursea-
sonal play. Guests ar-
riving from up North
for some high-priced
winter golf don’t care
if you just had 40
inches of rain in 60
days, and they don’t
want explanations ei-
ther.

“I will say this and
then we can move on:
My management
team is pretty well
educated about the
business. They trust me and they play a lot
ofgolfatotherplaces. Theyknewweweren’t
the only place having some problems. I
used the reports from the USGA and from
Dr. Elliott to give them the scientific agro-
nomic reasons we were struggling with
thin turf.

“January was the worst of it because we
had to have tournament conditionsin place
for the LPGA HealthSouth event. Wewore
the place out. After thatwe started to slowly
improve. Like I said, I thought we were
bullet proof!

“Hello!”

Learning those tough lessons from El
Nino, Alex is going to try a couple of
things to ease the management of his
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overseeding from establishment to tran-
sition.

“Our biggest problem areas have al-
ways been our roughs,” he said. The short-
cut areas like greens, tees, and fairways do
well under normal circumstances: as the
weather warms up, the host bermudagrass
doesits thingand the overseeding dies out.

“Butintheroughswith thetaller heights
of cut, the high traffic areas often require
sod replacement. This year we’re going to
try aryegrass blend in the roughs that is 50
percent perennial and 50 percent interme-
diaterye. The intermediate rye has charac-
teristics similar to annual rye and we hope
it will start checking out a little sooner to
allow the bermudagrass to get more sun-
light and warmth in the spring.

“On the greens we are going to con-
tinue a practice that worked well for us last
year. In the past we had always renovated
the greens aggressively beginning in mid-
May when our greens fee rates went down.
We would pull cores, verticut, clean up,
top dress and drag.

“Some years that was OK... if it was a
coolspring. Butifitwasreal hotand dry we
could end up wiping out all the Poa triv.
When the Poa goes, it goes quick.

“Last year in May we just deep solid-
tined the greens with the Verti-Drain and
then rolled them. The deep tining gave the
bermudagrass rootsand chance to develop
and we didn’t damage the overseeding on
top.

“We ran our fungicide program a little
longer which helped the bentgrass in our
mix. The Poa triv melted out naturally
with the onset of warmer weather. With
rain and washing last year, and all the extra

seed we put down, we had quite a few thin
areas we thoughtwewould havetosod, but
we only had two small areas we had to do.
Sowe’re going to try that process again this
year.”

Speaking of sodding, former years of
wall-to-wall overseeding had led to a lot of
resodding the roughs at Grand Cypress.
The caravans of sod trucks going into the
property were almost legendary. Alex has
developed a strategy for dealing with tran-
sition in the rough.

“Around Easter we start lowering the
rough cut down to one inch. That doesn’t
scalp or hurt the bermudagrass too much
and reduces the rye canopy to allow sun-
light and heat to help any bermudagrass
that’s there.

“In mid-May, with the reduction in
greens fees, we double verticut the fairways
and aerify the fairways and roughs. We
applya 1:0:1 fertilizer likea 15-0-15with 50
percentslow-release nitrogen. Then we get
in a truckload of ammonium sulfate and
begin to scout and spot-fertilize the rough
areas we think we can grow back in during
transition.”

“This is decision-making time. When
the temperatures start to go up, we closely
watch the dew patterns in the roughs. Lots
of dew means lots of bermudagrass. In
places where we have 50 percent dew, we
will spot-fertilize weekly like a grow-in
situation to bring them back.

“In the areas where we aren’t seeing
any dew patterns in the rye, we will start
resodding. Those areas are usually the
cartpath-to-fairway, high-traffic areas.
Ifyou don’t see any bermudagrass down
inthere in April, you sure won’thave any

in late May or June when a hot spell takes
out the rye.

“Westart the sodding process even with
agood rye cover to avoid having to do it all
at once in an emergency situation. This
way we can do a truck or two at a time. We

don’t burn out the crew laying sod and we |

can manage and establish the new sod
more easily.”
In the area of weed control, Alex has a

different approach from most. He has |

eliminated the spring preemergent appli-
cation, and relies on a vigilant and persis-
tent post-emergent spot-treatment pro-
gram.

“Our spray techs will go through the
courses weekly with a range of products
usually Illoxan, MSMA, Basagran or 2,4,
D. Theyscoutandspot-treatonly the prob-
lem areas. In the fall, we do pre-emerge
with Kerb on the fairways and Surflan in
the fairway bunkers, pine straw areas and
ornamental beds. Any seed that gets into
the greens bunkers is mechanically re-
moved.

“We treat the fairways with Kerb for
Poa annua control 60 days before over-
seeding. We don’t charcoal them. Actually
we have gotten the lead time down to 45
days before seeding with no adverse ef-
fects. I did an experiment a few years ago
to check the interval. We applied some
Kerb and then came backand seeded some
rye from two to five weeks after the Kerb
application. Germination seemed to be
OK after three weeks.

“My intention on the fairways is just to

control the overall population of Poa
annua. Will we have some? Yes, but it
won’t get away from us. It is a livable

1412 Murray Avenue
Tifton, Georgia 31794

WINTER 1999

® Testing All Materials for USGA Golf Green Construction.
¢ Developing Putting Green Rootzone Mixtures that meet USGA Specifications.

¢ Recommending Topdressing and Bunker (Trap) Sands that meet USGA Specifications.

* Developing Sportsturf Rootzone Mixes with Optimum Physical Properties for Athletic Fields.

Tifton Physical Soil Testing Laboratory, Inc.

Accredited by the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)

Specializing in:

T. Powell Gaines
(912) 382-7292
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threshold and we are being cost effective?

While our post-emerge chemical costs are

| up some, the overall result by eliminating

one preemergent application has saved us

| maybe 25-30 percent in chemical costs.”

Summing up the topic, Alex said,

| “Dwight Kummer at Bay Hill put it best

| when hesaid, ‘Thinkaboutall the practices

we do when we have normal conditions.

| We can get by. But when conditions go

sour and we try to maintain the same
practices, we can have major failures.’

“That shows you how close to the edge
wekeep everythingall the time. Two weeks
of low sunlight and heavy play and all of a
| suddenyou’re in trouble. Last year kind of
| drove that nail home to me.
| “Listen guys! Pay attention! I mean
| it’s what we have to do. It’s our business,
| but when the weather gets bad you'd
| better respond. Raise the heights of cut.
Punch some holes. Watch your fungi-
cide levels and keep those pin locations
moving.”

After a two-hour interview and ride
around the course a final comment from
| asonly Tommy can putit, “Are we done?
| You should get a paragraph out of that!”

Editors Note: The Grand Cypress
| Golf Club will be one of the stops on the
GCSAA Turfgrass Tour during the
conference and show in February 1999.

' Poa Triv Plays Well, Exits

. Gracefully at Celebration

‘ ohn De Matteo has been the superin-
tendent at the new Disney Celebra-
| tion Golf Club since it opened in April,

Superintendent John De Matteo checks the progress of the Poa triv germination in a fairway at
the Celebration Golf Club. This is the third year in a row that De Matteo has seeded his
fairways with Poa trivialis. Photo by Joel Jackson.

1996. Prior to that John was a regional
superintendent for American Golf, re-
sponsible for eight courses in New York.
John also spent eight years working as a
technical representative for Loft Seed,
Inc.

De Matteo has a different approach to
overseeding than most, which helps set up
his transition program.

“When we opened in 1996 we didn’t
want to have a lot of competition with the
new bermudagrass, so we overseeded the
entire course with Poa trivialis. We have

since modified our practices to use peren-
nial ryegrass in the roughs to give better
definition and contrast to the fairways
which are still 100 percent Poa trivialis.

“Iam also using ryegrass on the tees for
better wear tolerance. The greens are still
100 percent Poa trivialis.

“There several reasons we still use Poa
trivialis on the fairways.

“First and foremost is the way it transi-
tions once the weather warms up. As the |
bermudagrass gets stronger with the heat,
the Poa trivialis melts out, providing less

Dry Fertilizer
Bulk Liquid Fertilizer

PLAY
¢

GREEN-WAY

Quality Turf Products

Office: 954-741-4041
Fax: 954-741-4082

We Specialize in Keeping you GREEN

MANGA PLEX PLUS ¢ ULTRA - GREEN ¢ ESSENTIAL
10008 N.W. 53rd Street » Sunrise, Florida 33351
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SUPER TIPS

Darren J. Davis

Serendipity With
Street Sweeper Helps
Cut Grain Off Fairway

Isn’t it funny how the tricks of the
trade are sometimes discovered by
accident? This is certainly the case witha
technique that we utilize at Olde Florida
to help reduce the quantity of grain and
puffiness that can oc-

practices. However, we have taken this
processastep furtherand incorporated the
tool in to our grain-control program. In
fact, the Sweepster broom does such a
good job, the turfgrass in the fairways does
not require any additional maintenance
practicesto reducethe grain. Consequently,
with enough core aerification to reduce
thatch, aggressive vertical mowing has all
but been eliminated on our fairways.

cur in our bermuda-
grass fairways.

While 1 was em-
ployed as an assistant
golf course superinten-
dent at the Loxahatchee
Club in Jupiter, super-
intendent (at that time)
Phil Shoemaker utilized
a Model RHFA
“Sweepster” 3-point-
mounted sweeper to
help clean up debris in
fairways after core
aerification.

The 6-foot wide,
poly/steel brush nor-
mally used on roads or
parking lots did a great
job of breaking up the
aerification cores and
working the soilinto the
turfgrass. The organic
debris that remained
would be wind rowed to
the side of the fairway
withablowerand picked
up later bya Toro Rake-
o-Vac.

Duringthe processof
cleaningup theturfgrass
we discovered that the
broom would stand the
turf up significantly
whenthebroomrotated
against the grain. After
mowing the fairway, we then discovered
that grain in these areas of the fairway was
significantly reduced.

Upon accepting my current position,
also purchased a Sweepster broom for the
same purpose of cleaning up after cultural

nant direction of the grain. The broom is
then engaged and travels against the grain,

standing up the grain and/or stolons.
Since the grain on a fairway primarily
grows the same direction, the tractor is
backed up to the originating side of the
fairway, staying off the turfthat hasalready
been broomed, and makes the next pass
immediately adjacent to the previous
pass. The operator continues this pro-
cess of sweeping the

Making one-way passes down a fairway against the grain, a tractor-mounted, street-
sweeper broom, above, stands the turf up and then double-cutting the fairways,
below, mows off the grain, producing good lies on upright grass

To perform the cultural practice of
sweeping the fairways, the unit is installed
ontheback ofourJohn Deere 5200 tractor.
When the operator initially reaches the
fairway they will scrape their hand or foot
across the fairway to determine the domi-

turf in one direction
until the entire fair-
way is complete.

Afterthetractorop-
erator has a few rows
completed another
operator cuts the
“standingup” turfgrass
with a fairway mower
in the same direction
the broom traveled,
thus “cutting off the
grain.” After complet-
ing each pass, the op-
erator mows the same
area a second time in
the opposite direction.

When complete,
every inch of the fair-
way has been mowed
twice, the first time
against the grain and
the second with the
grain, primarily to give
the turfgrass a cleaner
appearance.

We have found this
process to be a win/
win situation. The
golfers enjoy the bet-
ter lie their ball re-
ceives as the turfgrass
has a more upright
growth pattern and
the turfgrass is easier
to mow and we en-
dure less scalping from puffy turfgrass.
Since the process is less disruptive to the
turfgrass we have found the practice can
be done numerous times of the year even
in higher play months of spring and fg!{.




competition than some of the perennial
ryegrasses.

“Second, the Poa trivialis gives a great
playing surface — almost like a northern
bentgrass fairway.

“Third, the small seed nestles down
into the 419 bermudagrass during over-
seeding and reduces the chance of washing
away if we get rains during establishment.

“Fourth, since it is alow-growing, fine-
bladed variety, it is easy to mow and clean
up fairways if you haven’t been able to
mow fairways due to bad weather. You
know how thick ryegrass can get when you
can’t get to it!

“The Poa trivialis is seeded into the
fairways atarate of 90 pounds peracre. We
don’t do any special seedbed preparation.
We keep our cut at .5 inch before and after
seeding. It usually takes about two weeks
longer for the seed to show up in the
fairways than the greens. The Tifdwarf
collars around the greens were a different
story. We did verticut them twice with a
Mat-A-Way, once this summer and again

in September before seeding on Nov. 2 this
year.”

So like Tom Alex, John is utilizing a
grass-variety selection to help his transi-
tion in the spring. Having worked with
Loft Seed, John believes in actively grow-
ing all the grasses on the course and letting
nature take its course. While things can be
done to encourage the bermudagrass, De
Matteo says superintendents shouldn’t re-
sort to drastic measures like holding back
the irrigation, or scalping the turf, or get-
ting nitrogen rates too high.

“If superintendents want to play with
theirrigation,” hesaid, “they can maybedo
moredeepirrigationand reduce frequency,
but you don’t want to reduce the overall
moisture. While trying to stress and thin
the overseeding, you are also making the
reemerging bermudagrass weak.

“I don’t change the height of cut until
our greens fee rates go down in May. Then
I raise the height of cut to take the pressure
off the bermudagrass. The warming
weather will take out the Poa trivialis. How-

ever, we will lower the height of cut in the
roughs to open up the ryegrass to allow
more light to get to the bermudagrass.

“I do increase my nitrogen levels when
the nights are consistently in the 60-degree
range. I apply straight ammonium sulfate
at .5 pounds per month for a couple of
months when the bermudagrass shows
signs of moving. At this time we also start
slicing fairways and increase our normal
winter spiking frequency on the greens to
at least two times per week.”

Iasked De Matteo how El Nino affected
his program last year.

“We were very fortunate last year,” he
said. “We had our seed down and up be-
fore the rains hit, so we got lucky on the
front end. In the spring, I noticed the Poa
triv hanging in longer because of the dry,
cool nights that ran into May. The lower
humidity actually helped all the cool-sea-
son grasses persist.

“In fact, when I worked in California,
we had a heck of a time with transitions
with thecool,dryweatherout there. People

Producers of Quality Turfgrasses

for Golf Courses and Athletic Fields
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4+ Centipede Seed
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don’trealize how much transition is due to
mild disease pressure thatalso helps to thin
outtheoverseedingduringhumid weather.
Last spring I was seeing substantial over-
seeding on the greens into June until the
temperatures sky rocketed.”

De Matteo hasn’t seen the need for any
preemergent weed control so far on the
young course.

“If we develop some severe Poa annua
areas, I would consider spraying them out
and reseeding them since Poa trivialis will
germinate at cooler temperatures than
ryegrass. So far we just don’t have a prob-
lem that warrants the time and expense.”

Acknowledging the poor growing con-
ditions that did befall the state last year, De
Matteosaid, “Thebest thing you cando for
the turfis to raise the height of cut. In fact,
my goal next year is to experiment with
having good consistent greens without
mowing them down to 1/8 of an inch or
lower like we have done.

“In talking to our customers, I have
heard them comment on how much they
enjoy the course down the street. I know
theyaren’tas manicured asweare, but they
do have nice, thick turf on the greens.
These golfers never mentioned the word
‘speed.’

“When our greens fees go down in
summer and we try to keep the greens on
theedge, I don’t think our customersreally
appreciate it. I'd much rather have good,
consistent, healthy greens at that time of
year without beating our heads against the
wall.”

Editor’s Note: The Celebration Golf
Club and Community will also be one of
the sites visited on the GCSAA Turfgrass
Tour during the conference and show in
February 1999. The Celebration Golf Club
is managed by American Golf.

You Can’t Always Put Your
Finger on What Happened

Spring transition is often an intan-
gible process, and my results have
ranged from, “When did it happen?” to
“Why are the greens dirt?”

Fort Myers Country Club is a public
golfcourse. Our greens fees go down in the
springand thenumber of playersincreases.

May is full of tournaments. This limits our
ability to do any spring renovation.

What we try to do is have a seamless
conversion from turf which is 80 percent
perennial ryegrassand 20 percent Poa trivi-
alis back to the host Tifdwarf bermuda-
grass. Through the winter we will spike
weeklyand lightly topdressevery 2-3 weeks.
We will start light verticutting on a weekly
basis in March if the weather is warm.

Our height of cut for the season ranges
from .175-.200 inches depending on the
growing conditions. When we are pretty
sure that the last cold front has passed
through, we willlower our cutto.156 inch.

We don’t change our fertility program
except a slight increase to encourage the
bermudagrass to cover thin areas more
rapidly.

We attempt to control the emergence
of volunteer ryegrass and Poa annua with
a Barricade preemergent application in
October. If we get some random germina-
tion around the first of the year, we will
spray those areas with Kerb.

Mike MoNGoven, CGCS
Fort Myers Country Club

Transition Time Seems to
Come Later and Later

It seems the transition time from over-
seeded turfback to bermudagrass has
gotten longer and longer over the years.
The new bentgrasses, Poa trivs and ryes
have become more heat tolerant and
seem to want to stay around longer than
I would like. Other than the normal slic-
ing, spiking, light verticutting, lowering
the cut and other usual cultural prac-
tices, we have found a few things that
work well for us.

When Daylight Saving Time goes into
effectin April, westartapplyingone pound
of nitrogen per week to encourage the
bermudagrass. Thisfertilizer pushisacom-
bination of quick- and slow-release granu-
lars and liquid forms of nitrogen. These
applications continue on both greens and
tees until we aeratearound the first of June.

We like to wait until we have about a
60-70 percent bermudagrass base show-
ing through the overseeding so transition
isn’t too quick. We also use wetting agents
to get us through warm and dry spring

periods when the transition is too rapid.
No matter how much we plan or what
methods we use, Mother Nature has a lot
to do with the success of all these practices.
Joe Onpo, CGCS
Winter Pines G.C.

Healthy Turf at Overseeding
Makes Transition Easier
ransition starts before you drop the
first seed. Healthy bermudagrassin
October and November usually means
healthy bermudagrass in June.

A lot of superintendents are dealing
with tournaments through April, which
can limit the start of any transition pro-
gram. At Isleworth we start grooming in
March to enhance our green speed, not to
thin our overseeding. However, it must
have some thinning effect. We begin light
verticutting and topdressing every two
weeks until we aerify in June. Other than
spiking once a week, we do not get any
moreaggressive with cultural practicesuntil
aerifying in June. I have aerified in March
and April, but the benefit is not worth the
loss of valuable playing time.

Patience is the key. Maybe the term
should be “Summer Transition.” If I have
overseeding on the greens through June
and into July, I am probably having a
pretty decent transition. I am not talking
about a lot of Poa trivialis and bentgrass,
butenough thatyoujustkeep seeingithere
and there until it is finally gone around
Independence Day.

Fertilizing is another tricky issue. The
longer you can hold offwithout applyinga
pound of nitrogen with a dry product, the
better. Although we use cool-season grasses
as annuals, they are perennials and given
the chance to “harden off,” they will.

Often when you are trying to give the
bermudagrass a jump start, you are also
feeding a plant that is already a little stron-
ger and just as intent on surviving. Of
course, this tiny bit of wisdom is really
relative to your seeding rate. If you have
morebermudagrass than overseeding, then
push whenyouare ready. Ifyoudon’thave
more bermudagrass, be careful.

Buck BUCKNER
Isleworth Country Club
-
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