
Products you can Depend on, 
from People you can Trust. 

The grass is always greener 
on our side of the fence. 

and MSC field controllers are full featured and durable. 

All are available in hard-wire or wire-less control and elec-

tric and hydraulic. And, when you use Rain Bird products, 

you get the Quality, Value and Service provided by our 

staff of experienced professionals. 

You can tell the difference between a golf course using Rain Bird products and one using another brand. That's 

the reason that so many golf courses are switching to Rain Bird. Rain Bird is the leader in all categories of golf 

irrigation products: the MAXI family of software is the standard of the industry for computerized central control. 

EAGLE Rotors have taken the industry by storm as the only closed case, top serviceable rotor on the market. PAR 

RAIN^BIRD. 
G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

TEXTRON 

When you're looking at the competition, it 

can appear to be a crowded field. But not all 

are the same. It's the same with Textron. 

Textron is the largest manufacturer of turf care 

products in the world, and Kilpatrick Turf 

Equipment has the most extensive product line 

of turf care products in the world. Our 

Jacobsen and Ransomes mowers pro-

vide the highest quality of cut and most 

dependable operation. Our Ryan line 

of aerators and sod cutters provide you 

with high quality specialty products. 

Our Cushman utility vehicles are the 

standard of the industry for dependability, ruggedness and comfort. We have the 

most comprehensive line of turf care products, parts and services in the world. And 

when you use Textron products, you get the Quality, Value & Service provided by 

our staff of experienced professionals. 

their greens. 

The pros use our 
irons around 

TURF CARE AND SPECIALITY PRODUCTS 



A Family of companies, 
Providing you with. .. 

Quality 
We have the leading brands of products for your entire irrigation product and turf care equip-

ment needs. And we have the most extensive inventory of products and parts to meet your needs. 

We offer real, added value because included in our everyday low price is the product support 

by our staff of experienced professionals, who are specialists in providing you with solutions to 

help fill your product needs. 

We provide the highest level of customer service and have high standards for all of our prod-

ucts. Both our irrigation and equipment Service Departments have factory trained and autho-

rized technicians in our Service Centers and in the field who will provide you with the service 

you need. 

These are the values that guide all of the work we do for you. When you need to upgrade your 

irrigation system or need turf care equipment, call the experienced professionals at The Kilpatrick 

Companies. They can help keep your grass out of trouble. 

Value 

Service 

Kilpatrick Companies 
YEARS 

Boynton Pump & Irrigation Supply KISCOPifer Kilpatrick T\irf Equipment 
800-782-7399 www.kilpatrickco.com 

http://www.kilpatrickco.com


^ V O R Ì O ^ 

Officers 
President Michael Perham, CGCS 

Fountains Golf Club 
4615 E. Fountains Drive 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 

(561) 642-2724 

Vice President Darren Davis 
Olde Florida Golf Club 
9393 Vanderbilt Beach Rd. 
Naples, FL 34120 
(941)353-4441 

Secretary /Treasurer Cary Lewis, CGCS 
Renaissance Vinoy Resort 
600 Snell Isle Blvd 
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 
(813) 894-5500 

Past President Joe Ondo, CGCS 
Winter Pines Golf Club 
950 S. Ranger Blvd. 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
(407) 657-7565 

Directors 
Central Florida Geoff Coggan, CGCS 

The Great Outdoors 
(407) 269-5004 

Coastal Plains Doug Abbuhl 
Seminole GC 
(850) 576-7975 

Everglades Gary Grigg, CGCS 
Royal Poinciana GC 
(941) 261-0211 

North Florida David Amirault 
Deercreek CC 
(904) 363-1505 

Palm Beach David Court, CGCS 
Boca Lago CC 
(561)482-5000 

Ridge Roy Wilshire, CGCS 
Grasslands GC 
(941)688-3863 

Seven Rivers Buddy Keene 
Gainesville G8cCC 
(352) 376-8174 

South Florida James Goins 
HoUybrook G8cTC 
(305) 433-1725 

Sun Coast Tom Crawford 
Misty Creek CC 
(941)922-2141 

Treasure Coast Craig Weyandt 
The Yacht 8t Country Club 
(561) 283-0199 

West Coast Eric Joy 
(727) 960-9335 

Staff 
Association Manager Marie Roberts 

1760 NW Pine Lake Dr. 
Stuart, FL 34994 
Phone: Days (561) 692-9349 
(800) 732-6053 (Florida WATS) 
(561) 692-9654 (Fax) 
fgcsa@tcol.net (Email) 

ENTS 
No. 6 North 
Killearn C.C. 
Tallahassee 

SUMMER 
1999 

FOREWORDS O P P O R T U N I T Y K N O C K I N G 4 
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Dr. Bree Hayes gives some tips for dealing with unwarranted criticism, a USGA 
agronomist discusses loyalty and Alan Puckett offers a method for dismissing rumors. 
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A b o u t the use of t r a d e names : T h e use of t r ade n a m e s in th is magaz ine is solely fo r t h e p u r p o s e of p r o v i d i n g specific 
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p r o d u c t s . It is t h e responsibi l i ty of t h e user to d e t e r m i n e tha t p r o d u c t use is cons i s ten t wi th the d i rec t ions o n t h e 
label. 
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Opportunity 
is Knocking 

PRESIDENTS 
MESSAGE 

Undoubtedly by now all of 
our members are aware of 
the "blue tag" seed rebate 
program being sponsored 

by Turf-Seed, Inc. and Tee-2-Green and 
administered by the GCSAA. This 
program is an excellent opportunity to 

raise funds for both and 
the state and national 
organization as well. 

While this information 
may have reached us too 
late for this year, after 
purchasing decisions 
were already made, keep 
it in mind for the 
following years. The 
program runs for a five-
year period. If you did 
not directly purchase 

one of these company's products, be 
sure to check the seed tag of what you 
did purchase for the proper prefixes. 
Their product may still be part of your 
blend this year and still qualifies for the 
the rebate. 

I am not one to advocate the support 
of any vendor over another. However, 
our association like many others is 
desperately seeking new sources of 

income to support our programs 
without having to raise membership 
dues. The day may not be far off when 
organizations such as ours and other 
local and regional groups stop relying 
on commercial vendors to support our 
various programs. Any vendor group 
that proposes such a program as the 
"blue tag" rebate warrants our 
consideration and support. 

This is my last message as your 
president. It has been an honor to have 
served in this capacity for the last year. I 
would like to thank the officers and 
board of directors for their services this 
year, and my utmost appreciation to 
Marie and Joel for their efforts. 

As my final thought, I would implore 
you the membership to become more 
involved! Apathy appears to be our 
greatest obstacle to overcome. This 
situation prevails at all levels. Have you 
been to a local meeting lately? Recognize 
anyone? No matter what your situation 
- young or old, our association can best 
be measured by the sum of our 
members input. The vast majority right 
now are silent. Stand up and shout! 
Your association needs to hear from 
you. ^ 

Michael Perham, 
CGCS 

President 
FGCSA 



LEGACY 
by Hunter 

A Successful Season. 
Starts with Century 
Golf Course Services 

Century offers the 
complete line of 
Legacy Golf products 
to help you control 
water; labor and 
energy costs. 
Featuring Legacy 
rotors, valves, Genesis 
central satellite and 
Viking decoder 
control systems. 

Efficient and 
economical, SyncroFlo 
pumping stations 
are the solution 
to many golf course 
irrigation problems. 

SyncroFlo Eagle Pumps 

BoardTronics 
Repair or upgrade 
your Rain Bird or 
Toro golf controllers. 
Replacement boards 
can be shipped from 
the Century National 
Service Center 
within 24 hours. 
Call 888-855-9132. 

Controller Board Repairs 

Improve water quality 
with an aerating 
fountain, or create 
water features from 
existing golf course 
streams and ponds. 

Aqua Master Fountains 

Sprinklers • Valves • Controllers • Pump Stations 
Controller Board Repairs • Fountains 
An inviting, well-maintained course means challenging play...and a profitable 
season. As a golf superintendent, you can achieve this success with Century 
Golf Course Services. Century's team of professionals can help you solve irriga-
tion or drainage problems and show you what's new in clubhouse lighting, 
water features and more. Call today for a free catalog and on-site consultation. 

800-347-4272 www.rainaid.com 

CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONALS FLORIDA 

> GREG HUTCHINSON • BRUCE WERNER « 561-884-8088 
> JACK OLIVA « 904-252-2900 > JEFF REINIG « 813-621-2075 
> RON STOCKWELL « 904-252-2900 > TIM WRIGHT tr 850-479-1603 

http://www.rainaid.com


j j ^ SPOTLIGHT 

Chapter Fundraisers Bring Big Bucks 
USGA Road 
Show Draws 
Crowds to Fla. 

A ^ k pril brought 
another twin 

J l ^ L billing of USGA 
^ D ^ ^ ^ M R e g i o n a l 
Conferences to Florida. 
Once again the successful 
sites of Orlando and West 
Palm Beach were used to 
reach to most amount of 
people. There were approxi-
mately 100 superintendents, 
golf professionals and club 
managers in attendance at 
each location. 

It was good to see Roger 
Harvie of the USGA 
Southeast Region office 
hosting the meetings. Roger 
recently underwent an 
angioplasty to correct a 
blocked artery that was 
causing him some prob-
lems. Glad to see him back 

in action and as feisty and 
fun as ever. 

The conferences as usual 
were well stocked with 
expert speakers on a variety 
of topics to make everyone 
more aware of the science of 
golf course conditioning: 

Dr. John Cisar, UF -
Nitrate Leaching 

Chris Hartwiger, USGA -
Preparing for a Tourna-
ment 

John Foy, USGA -
Putting Green Construction 

Matt Nelson, USGA -
Understanding Organic 
Products 

Better ways to manage 
golf course impacts on the 
environment were discussed 
by: 

Joellen Zeh, Audubon 
International - Environ-
mental Planning 

Tom Stone, NaturGolf -
Identifying and Enhancing 
Ecosystems 

Education in turf 
research grants and employ-
ment law issues were 
presented by: 

Dr. Kimberly Erusha, 
USGA - USGA Grant 
Programs 

Stuart Charlson, West 
Coast Employers Associa-
tion - Looking to the Future 

Television personality 
Peter Kessler of the Golf 
Channel was the kickoff 
speaker with the offbeat 
topic, " The Man Who 
Almost Killed Arnie and 
Jack!" Kessler has one of 
those great voices like John 
Facenda who used to 
narrate all those NFL 
highlight films. Kessler told 
of two incidents involving 
Arnie and Jack where he 
was instrumental in almost 
doing bodily harm to both 
of them. Quite by accident 
of course. 

Kessler went on to praise 
those present for their roles 
in providing the service and 
preparation of golf s 
facilities and playing fields. 

Attendees to these USGA 
conferences earn profes-
sional continuing education 
credits as class A golf 
professionals and certified 
golf course superintendents. 

RIDGE INVITATIONAL 

Fund-Raiser Players 
Test Nike Tour 
Sunday Pin Spots 

March First did come in 
like a lion at the 

Grasslands C. C. in Lake-
land. A full field of contes-
tants teed it up on a breezy 
Monday morning to battle 
par and balky golf swings in 
the name of turf research 

Southpaw golfer Buck Buckner, 
superintendent of the Isleworth 
C.C. took low gross honors at 
the 8th Annual Ridge 
Invitational played at the 
Grasslands C.C. in Lakeland. 
Photo by Joel Jackson. 

and to help the Ridge GCSA 
support local charities. 

Golfers were treated or 
tortured by the pin loca-
tions served up by host 
superintendent Roy 
Wilshire, CGCS. Roy used 
the Sunday locations from 
the Nike tour event, The 
Lakeland Classic, which he 
had hosted only a few weeks 
before.The secret to 
winning on the windswept 
course was to play it 
backwards, and that's what 
lefthanded superintendent 
Buck Buckner from the 
Isleworth County Club in 
Windermere did. 

For the scoring chal-
lenged, there was the 100-
foot-plus putting contest 
and Ray Cuzzone and Roy 
Wilshire had their stock 
cars on display. One lucky 
raffle winner got a couple of 
laps around the parking lot 
with Ray and a day at the 
Richard Petty Race Experi-

Peter Kessler (left) of the Golf Channel was billed as uThe Man Who 
Almost Killed Arnie and Jack" at the USGA Regional Conference held 
in Orlando this past April. Roger Harvie of the USGA's Southeastern 
Regional office hosted the event. Photo by Joel Jackson. 
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O r t h e n e Pinpoint 

Peter Blum 
Valent U.S.A. 
Boca Raton, FL 
(561) 995-9603 

Helena • Terra 
Southern Ag • Harrells 

UHS • VW&R 
Goldkist/So. States • BWI 

A Company You Can Grow With 

Read and fallow tlte label instructions before using. O R T H E N E b 

SUMMER 1999 

I T 
» registered trademark of Monsanto Company. P INPOINT is a registered trademark of Valent U . S A Corp. www.valent.com ©1999 Valent U . S A Corp. 99/P229 

http://www.valent.com


H E R E . T H E R E . E V E R Y W H E R E 

H O W ' S T H A T FOR APPLICATION GUIDELINES? 



Milorganite 

O n greens. O n tees. O n fairways, roughs, flower beds, transplants 
— even in your divot mix. Milorganite delivers outstanding results for 
a uniform playing surface. No other fertilizer is easier on plants or 
simpler to use. Milorganite's slow release, organic nutrients won't 
burn or cause a flush of growth. Plus, it's high in 
micronutrients such as iron to promote dense, vigorous turf. 
And Milorganite resists leaching, for a sound environmental 
profile. So call your distributor today, or call Milorganite's 
turf professionals direct at 1-800-304-6204 It's easy. 
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Hats off to these gentlemen for putting on another outstanding South 
Florida Turf Expo. From left: Jim Walker, president of the South 
Florida GCSA and superintendent of the Palmetto G.C. in Miami; 
Marcus Prevatte, former turf technician at the Research and 
Education Center - now assistant superintendent at Indian Creek 
C.C.; and Dr. John Cisar, IFAS turf coordinator for the University of 
Florida. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

ence at Disney World. 
David Pursell of Pursell 
Industries was on hand and 
donated one of his coveted 
golf legend drawings of Ken 
Venturi to the post-game 
raffle. 

The crowd enjoyed a 
barbecue dinner of ribs and 
chicken to complete the 
day. Good fun, good food, 
good cause thanks to the 
efforts of Tom Barnett, Jeff 
Brown, Steve Ciardullo, Ray 
Cuzzone, Mark Hopkins, 
Bob Wagner and host Roy 
Wilshire. 

SOUTH FLORIDA TURF EXPO 

S. Florida Expo 
Attendance Hits 
Record Level 

Following on the heels of 
the GCSAA Conference 

and Show in February, 
South Florida President Jim 
Walker was visibly con-
cerned about the turnout 
and support for the 12th 
Annual Turf Expo in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

The event scheduled for 
March 11 was running 
behind on commitments 
and registrations as the days 

...funds from this 
event comprise 
almost 50 percent of 
the support for the 
turf technician 
assigned to maintain 
the FGCSA's Otto 
Schmeisser Research 
Green located at the 
University of 
Florida's IFAS 
Research and 
Education Center. 

dwindled down to the 
deadline. Walker's fears 
evaporated as l l th -hour 
calls from vendors came in 
and walk-in registrations 
pushed the attendance to 
new levels. 

Walker was rightly 
concerned since funds from 
this event comprise almost 
50 percent of the support 
for the turf technician 
assigned to maintain the 
FGCSA's Otto Schmeisser 
Research Green located at 
the University of Florida's 
IFAS Research and Educa-
tion Center. In addition to 
keeping the research green 
and turf plots maintained to 
"real world" conditions, the 
technician also assists the 
turf faculty with their 
various research projects. 
The remaining portion of 
the technician's salary 
comes from annual dona-
tions from the other 10 
FGCSA chapters, who are 
encouraged to include this 
as a line item expense in 
their yearly budget plans. At 
the Poa Annua Classic in 

Naples this past May, 
Walker proudly presented a 
check for $24,000 to the 
FGCSA for the Research 
Green Fund. 

Highlight of this year's 
Expo had to be the blue 
ribbon panel of ultradwarf 

Highlight of this 
year's Expo had to be 
the blue ribbon panel 
of ultradwarf experts: 
Dr. Al Dudeck, U. of 
Fla. (Floradwarf); 
Barry Koonsman, 
Thomas Brothers Turf 
(MiniVerde); Mike 
Brown, Coastal Turf 
(Champion); Dr. 
Wayne Hanna, USDA 
(TifEagle); Rob 
Kloska, Jupiter Island 
Club (UTEP Trials); 
and Matt Fancher, 
Tiburon C.C. 
(Floradwarf). 

experts: Dr. Al Dudeck, U. 
of Fla. (Floradwarf); Barry 
Koonsman, Thomas 
Brothers Turf (MiniVerde); 
Mike Brown, Coastal Turf 
(Champion); Dr. Wayne 
Hanna, USDA (TifEagle); 
Rob Kloska, Jupiter Island 
Club (UTEP Trials); and 
Matt Fancher, Tiburon C.C. 
(Floradwarf). Following 
their presentation, attend-
ees visited a supplier 
showcase in the courtyard, 
toured the turf plots and 
watched equipment 
demonstrations. 

A special thank-you to 
Ray Carruthers and Emerald 
Isle Turf for donating the 
food and beverages, which 
helped tremendously in 
making the event a financial 
success.This year's Expo was 
also the curtain call for 10-
year veteran technician, 
Marcus Prevatte, who 
accepted an assistant 
superintendent's position 
with Joe Pantaleo at the 
Indian Creek C. C. on North 
Miami Beach. Two months 
after the Expo, a South 
Florida GCSA search 
committee hired former 
superintendent Gary 
Pederson to be the new 
technician. 

SUNCOAST SCRAMBLE 

Comedy Team Puts 
FUN in SGCSA 
Fund-Raiser 

On March 23 the 1999 
Suncoast Scramble 

celebrated 17 years of fund-
raising by the Suncoast 
GCSA chapter. This year 
another full field flocked to 
the unique format of pairing 
a superintendent with his 
golf professional, a club 
official or influential 
member and a supplier. 


