
If you take pride in making sure the greens are green and the 
fairways are better than fair, then joining your Florida 
Turfgrass Association is par for the course. 

Join the organization that works as hard for your industry as 
you do - write or call your Florida Turfgrass Association. 

5850 T.G. Lee Boulevard, Suite 110, Orlando, Florida 32822-4423 
Or call us, at (800) 882-6721 or (407) 856-^67 • http://www.ftga.org 

IT'S YOUR SHOT...TAKE IT! 

http://www.ftga.org


Santella of TruGreen-Chemlawn is now 
vice president and Alan Puckett is secre-
tary/treasurer. Scott Wahlin, CGCS be-
comes past president. 

A lot of non-golf FTGA members 
complain that the FTGA is just another 
golf organization, but very few people 
from the other branches of the turf in-
dustry ever step up and volunteer their 
time. 

This year a concentrated effort was 
made to recruit board members from 
the various other turf organizations and 
no one would make the commitment. 
So, I guess the old saying is true, "Asso-
ciations are run by those who show up!" 

UF President John Lombardi gave a 
tremendously inspirational and forceful 
keynote address at the Annual Banquet. 
The optimism and vision he projected 
stirred the audience to a standing ova-
tion at its conclusion. Sadly, a few weeks 
later President Lombardi announced his 
resignation as president of the Univer-
sity. We will miss his vitality and his 

From left, labor panelists Jerry Redden, Professional Turf Maintenance, Inc.; Lou Conzelmann, 
CGCS, WCI Communities; and Roy Bates, CGCS, Imperial Golf Club discussed tips and 
strategies to deal with current labor trends in the turf industry. 

friendship. He never was a golfer, but he 
had learned to respect our role in the turf 

industry and what it meant to the people 
and economy of Florida. 

Nutri-Turf, Inc. 
ONE OF THE ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES 

THIS TURF'S FORE YOU! 
Producing Certified Turfgrasses 
Inspected and Approved by the 

Southern Seed Certification Association 
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Controlled Release Nitrogen 

Growing healthy turf doesn't have to be a battle against nature. 
You just need the right nutrients from Howard Fertilizer. Use NITROFORM 

or NUTRALENE and prepare to relax as you watch the grass grow. 
Long-lasting, slow-release Nitrogen formulas • Promote vigorous rooting 

Reduce leaching and run-off • Greens-grade microprills and fairway-grade granules 

NITROFORM® enriches soil with carbon 
and nitrogen, feeding plants slowly over a 
period of up to six months. Controlled plant 
growth helps support an active microbial 
population which can help reduce thatch 
formation and accelerate humus production, 
nature's ultimate growing medium 

Call 1-800-899-3141 or 407-855-1841 
Groveland • Immokalee • Orlando • Quincy 

NUTRALENE® is safe and nonburning with 
economical longevity benefits. Use alone or 
custom blended with other ingredients. 
Almost 100% of nitrogen is released in 90 to 
120 days. 

H O W A R D 
f e rt i I i z e r — 

Nitroform is a registered trademark of NuGro. 
Nutralene is a registered trademark of Scott's. 

| c o m p a n y , ine, 
Corporate Headquarters 

8306 South Orange Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32809 





I LEGACY 
b, H u n t e r 

A Successful Season... 
Starts with Century 
Golf Course Services 

Century offers the 
complete line of 
Legacy Golf products 
to help you control 
water, labor and 
energy costs. 
Featuring Legacy 
rotors, valves, Genesis 
central satellite and 
Viking decoder 
control systems. 

Efficient and 
economical, SyncroFlo 
pumping stations 
are the solution 
to many golf course 
irrigation problems. 

SyncroFlo Eagle Pumps 

BoardTronics 
Repair or upgrade 
your Rain Bird or 
Toro golf controllers. 
Replacement boards 
can be shipped from 
the Century National 
Sen/ice Center 
within 24 hours. 
Call 888-855-9132. 

Controller Board Repairs 

Improve water quality 
with an aerating 
fountain, or create 
water features from 
existing golf course 
streams and ponds. 

* * v 

Aqua Master Fountains 

Sprinklers • Valves • Controllers • Pump Stations 
Controller Board Repairs • Fountains 

An inviting, well-maintained course means challenging play...and a profitable 
season. As a golf superintendent, you can achieve this success with Century 
Golf Course Services. Century's team of professionals can help you solve irriga-
tion or drainage problems and show you what's new in clubhouse lighting, 
water features and more. Call today for a free catalog and on-site consultation. 

800-347-4272 www.rainaid.com 

CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONALS + FLORIDA 

> GREG HUTCHINSON • BRUCE WERNER » 561-884-8088 

> JACK OLIVA n 904-252-2900 > JEFF REINIG « 813-621-2075 

> RON STOCKWELL « 904-252-2900 > TIM WRIGHT » 850-479-1603 

http://www.rainaid.com


News Off The Net 
From the University of Florida's eHort News: 

Awards 
Dr. Robert Black, Dr. Grady Miller and Gerald Kidder have 

won the 1999 ASHS Extension Division Educational Materials 
Award in the category of Commercial Landscape Management for 
their Roadside Turf Management Guide. They were honored at 
the ASHS Extension Division banquet, which was held on July 30 

Publications 
Have you visited with the "Featured Creatures" of the Ento-

mology and Nematology Department? This web site provides in-
depth profiles of insects, mites, plant diseases, and other organisms 
that are of interest to Florida's residents. An associated purpose is 
to support professionals in agriculture, horticulture, and urban 
pest control. If you have items to add, contact Thomas Fasulo at 
fasulo@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu or visit http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/~insect/ 

Best Management Practices for Florida Golf Courses (SP 141 
$20) 

Completely updated for 1999, this indispensable reference 
features new photographs and a chapter on bermudagrass variet-
ies. New information on putting green construction and IPM 
strategies also is included, to create current, research-based infor-
mation available for professional golf course managers and field 
management staff, students, and regulatory agencies. Written by J. 
Bryan Unruh, extension turfgrass specialist at the West Florida 
Research and Education Center in Jay, and Monica Elliott, exten-
sion plant pathologist at the Ft. Lauderdale Research and Educa-
tion Center. To order, call (352) 392-1764 or (800)226-1764. 

What's New? 
University of Florida specialists are using a new system that uses 

digital cameras and the World Wide Web to send photographs of 
insects and diseased plants from the field to the lab for rapid 
diagnosis and identification. Researchers, extension agents and 
software developers with UF's Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences developed the Distance Diagnostics and Identification 
System, or DDIS, to speed up identification of plant and animal 
physiological disorders. To view the entire release, go to: http:// 
www.napa.ufl.edu/digest/old/1998-99/webplants.htm For more 
information contact: Fedro Zazueta (352) 392-0429 

Take Note... 
Dr. Phil Busey, Associate Professor at the Fort Lauderdale REC 

has assisted the designers of an exhibit titled, The American Lawn: 
Surface of Everyday Life which will be showing at the Museum of 
Art in Fort Lauderdale, September 3, 1999. Dr. Busey provided 
factual background and samples of various warm-season turf-
grasses, which were used in the exhibit. For more information, call 
the museum at 954-525-5500 or visit: http://www.floridaturf.com/ 
americanlawn/ 

MARIE NELSON 

University of Florida 

Florida Golf Course Owners Association 
Congressman Bill McCollum acknowledged and praised the 

economic impact that the golf industry has on the state of Florida 
in his keynote address at the Florida Golf Course Owners Associa-
tion state conference at the Wyndham Resort in Ft. Lauderdale. 
This was the first state conference for the Florida Chapter of the 
National Golf Course Owners Association. 

McCollum discussed current issues pertaining to the day to day 
operations of Florida businesses and the community, as well as to 
keep children on the straight and narrow path for the good of our 
future. 

A round table discussion of the current Americans with Dis-
abilities Act proposed regulations jump started the FGCOA town 
hall meeting and was facilitated by NGCOA consultant Cynthia 
Smith. 

The FGCOA currendy has 136 members and was formed to 
keep Florida owners and operators on top of and in touch with the 
ever changing golf industry. 

Ray Finch III, president of the Emerald Dunes Golf Group was 
named president of the FGCOA replacing Bill Stine, COO of 
Meadowbrook Golf Group, who completed his two-year term. 
Stine will take over as president of the NGCOA in January. 

Dry Fertilizer 
Bulk Liquid Fertilizer 

Office: 954-741-4041 
Fax: 954-741-4082 

GREEN-WAY 
Quality Turf Products 

We Specialize in Keeping you GREEN 

MANGA PLEX PLUS • ULTRA - GREEN • 
10008 N.W. 53rd Street • Sunrise, Florida 33351 

ESSENTIAL 

mailto:fasulo@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/~insect/
http://www.napa.ufl.edu/digest/old/1998-99/webplants.htm
http://www.floridaturf.com/


Read and follow the label instructions before using. DISTANCE is a registered trademark ofValent U.SA Ĉ orp. www.valent.com ©1999 Valent U.SA Corp. 99/P215 

INTRODUCING NEW 
DISTANCE® FIRE A N T BAIT. 

Even one fire ant is too many if its your ankle being stung. So when 

populations explode into the millions, you need to get to the heart of 

the problem - the queen. New Distance® Fire Ant Bait gives you an 

effective long-term solution for controlling fire ants. The bait containing 

the active ingredient is highly attractive to fire ant workers. When you 

broadcast or apply as a mound treatment, worker ants take it back to 

feed to the queen and immature ants. Once eaten, the active ingredient 

disrupts the queens ability to lay eggs. And when the worker ants are 

not replaced, the mound dies. To learn more about how DISTANCE 

Fire Ant Bait can control your population explosions, call your local 

authorized Valent distributor or 1 -800-89-VALENT today. 

Helena • Terra • UHS • Harrell s Southern Ag 
VW & R • Gold Kist/Southern States 

A Company You Can Grow With 

http://www.valent.com


6th Annual Harrell's Turf Academy held at Innisbrook Resort 
update. Following lunch 
graduation commenced with 
GCSAA and pesticide CEUs being 
distributed. 

Six years ago Harrell's Fertilizers 
started hosting an all-expense-

paid, two-day turf academy and golf 

GCSAA's CEO Steve Mona gave a uState of 
the Association 1 update. 

championship for their customers. The 
event had been staged at the 
Grenelefe Resort in Haines City for 
the first five years and, due to a 
schedule conflict this year, it was 
moved to the Westin Innisbrook 
Resort in Tarpon Springs. Nearly 350 
attended this year's event. 
The event includes a golf 
championship on the afternoon of the 
first day with a banquet, keynote 
speaker and product showcase in the 
evening. This year's after-dinner 
speaker was Bert Hamilton, one of the 
few survivors of the infamous 
Potomac River airliner crash in 
Washington, DC. Hamilton related the 
way divine intervention spared and 
changed his life. 
Following a bountiful breakfast and 
product showcase at 6 a.m. on the 
second day, attendees split into 
groups to hear 11 speakers discuss 
late-breaking news and research data 
from the turf industry. At lunch, Steve 
Mona, CEO of the GCSAA, gave the 
audience a "State of the Association" 

Affable host and founder of HarrelVs 
Fertilizers, Jack Harrell, Sr. has been a 
friend and mentor to many Florida 
superintendents over the years. 

South Florida Grassing, Ine 
O v e r 3 5 Y e a r s in t h e G r a s s i n g I n d u s t r y ^ 

4 1 9 • T i f E a g l e ^ 
Sod, Sprigs and Rolls available 

• We provide reworking and planting services for fairways, tees and greens 
• Our grass is grown in Hobe Sound on gassed, sand-based soil 
• Hydro-mulching, grassing and mulching also available 

T i f S p o r t ^ Ti f d w a r f 

| Certified Producer 
h/ A kŜ T Southern Seed 
^/yV Certification Association 

(561) 546-4191 s o o - 4 8 3 - 4 2 7 9 (561) 746-7816 





Tidings From The TC 

UF to Offer Doctor of Plant Medicine Degree 
FTGA Conference, 
Faculty Moves Also 
Conversation Topics 
in Academia 
BY JOHN CISAR 

University of Floriday Turfgrass 
Coordinator 

FTGA a Blast 

I had a lot of fun at the FTGA Confer 
ence and Show at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, Aug. 9-12. I 

enjoyed the education and the new ven-
ues added a breath of fresh air. It was 
great to see old friends, make new ac-
quaintances, and pick up some new tips. 

Moreover, a lot of money was handed 
over for scholarships and research 
projects and I deeply appreciate the sup-
port given to our turf team. I hope we 
can build upon this to have an even 
better Conference and Show next year. I 
tip my hat to the FTGA and for putting 
on a first class event. 

They're back 
The turf team is just about at full staff 

right now. Monica Elliott, Robin Giblin-
Davis (both at 954-475-8990), and 
Russell Nagata (please note that the EREC 
new phone and FAX are 561-993-1500 
and 561-993-1582, respectively) have 

returned from sabbatical leave. 

She's here 
I am pleased to announce two new-

comers to the team. Dr. Laurie Tren-
holm is on campus since August. She has 
filled the lawn turf/landscape faculty 
(50% research/50% extension) position 
in Gainesville and will be in charge of the 
plots at the GC Horn Field Research 
Laboratory. As many of you know Laurie 
received her B.S. and M.S. from UF and 
spent the last three years in Georgia work-
ing on seashore paspalum management 
in Ronnie Duncan's and Bob Carrow's 
program at UG. 

She'll be here 
Also welcome aboard another Geor-

gia escapee, Dr. Carol Stiles f r o m 
Valdosta State. Dr. Stiles has accepted 
the turfgrass plant pathologist position 
at Gainesville. The position has 30% re-
search/70% teaching responsibility. She 
will be conducting turfgrass pathology 
research and teaching a turf and orna-
mental disease course. 

Dr. Stiles earned her Ph.D. f rom 
Washington State University, and held a 
post-doctoral position at Rutgers Uni-
versi ty be fo re be ing a p p o i n t e d to 
Valdosta State. Dr. Stiles will be on cam-
pus Jan. 1 right after Y2K2. 

Two turf faculty positions are in the 
process of being filled. Interviews are 
being set up for the new soils position at 

the EREC in Belle Glade. The entomolo-
gist position at the Ft. Lauderdale REC is 
set to close this September. 

He's going 
It's my sad duty to inform you that 

after Dr. Robert (Bob) Dunn, professor, 
extension nematology may be retiring 
this fall. Bob has been a great supporter 
of the turfgrass industry in Florida. His 
leadership and program on turfgrass 
nematodes will be sorely missed. Please 
join me in wishing all the best to Bob and 
his family on their new endeavors in 
Virginia and the longest, healthiest, and 
happiest retirement. 

I just heard that I was elected the C-05 
Turfgrass Division of the Crop Science 
Society of America's national represen-
tat ive to the Amer ican Society of 
Agronomy. 

New Doctor of Plant Medicine 
Degree Program at UF. 

This summer, the Board of Regents 
gave final approval for UF to offer the 
doctor of plant medicine program. UF is 
now proceeding with admission of stu-
dents for the fall semester 2000. The 
DPM program is a three-year, post-bac-
calaureate, graduate, interdisciplinary 
and in terdepar tmenta l , professional 
practitioner's degree program. 

It is a 120-credit, non-dissertation de-
gree that will include a 30-credit intern-
ship. Its purpose is to educate and train 

Special 
GOLF 

COURSE 
MIXES 

Sterilization Available 

Since 1948 

Florida Silica 
Sand Co., Inc. 
Dade County 

949-3521 
Broward County 

923-8323 
1-800-330-3521 

Complete Line Of 

LANDSCAPE 
Materials 

Red Ball 
Diamond Clay 


