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REAL WOOD FIBERGLASS
FLAGSTICK! FLAGSTICK! I
Be a Friend to the Environment Lightweight - won't
Over 70% recyclable bruise your greens
A part of the past - today! when dropped
Plain  Striped Plain Striped

40" $2000 $2250 40" Practice Green Stick 40" $1200 $145O
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Recycled Plastic 16"x 32
Cotton
Tee Towvel
@ @ Why buy a tiny
18"x18" towel
fsiontiog Dark Green or when you can get our
+$10.00 S o e big towel for less $$?
Divot/Waste $32.00
: Per dozen
BUCket .1\\‘. 2N\ Great for adding a
\ : screen printed or embroidered
L\ o 8= club or company logo!
$94.50 2 o
Be a Friend to the Environment Southern Golf Products
100% recyclable P.O. Box 2899
2 year guarantee against mildew, rot, Peachtree City, Ga. 30269
fade, cracks, splinters, or shrinking. Phone 1-800-233-3853
NO paint or care needed!! Fax 1-800-277-7701
Email southerngolf @mindspring.com
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INDUSTRY ROUNDUP

UF Appoints
John Cisar

To Coordinate
Turf Program

he University of Florida, IFAS,

announced the appointment of

Dr. John L. Cisar as the new coor-
dinator of the turfgrass program.

The official announcement was made
by Dr. David Buchanan, director of UF’s
Fort Lauderdale Research and Education
Center on March 12 at the South Florida
Turfgrass Exposition at the FLREC.

The duties of the coordinator are to
lead the university’s research and exten-
sion program in turf and act as a univer-
sity liaison to the turfgrass industry. The
position has been vacant since the retire-
ment of Dr. Ed Freeman in 1996.

Dr. Cisar has spent his entire profes-
sional career at the University of Florida,
and is currently an associate professor of
turfgrass management and water at the
University’s FLREC.

Dr. Cisar received his B.A. from Rutgers
University in his home state, New Jersey.
Hereceived his M. S. from Cornell Univer-
sityand Ph.D. from the Universityof Rhode
Island.

Since his appointment to the Univer-
sity of Florida in December 1986, Dr. Cisar
hasconducted researchand extension edu-
cation programs which emphasize the de-
velopment of turfgrass management sys-
tems that conserve Florida’s water and
natural resourcesand that protect Florida’s
water quality.

Dr Cisar’s current and recent coopera-
tive projects include studies on the fate of
agri-chemicals applied to turf including
dislodgeable residues, the influence of
Florida lawns on nutrient mobility, the
effect of effluent irrigation on nutrient
leaching to groundwater, compost utiliza-
tion in turf, irrigation efficiency, turf nu-
trition, soil-water repellency, diseases of
warm- and cool-season turf, soil amend-
ments, and evaluation of new turfvarieties
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Dr. John L. Cisar, associate professor of turf
management and water at the University of
Florida’s Research and Education Center at
Fort Lauderdale, has been named to

coordinate the university’s growing turf
program.

including the new National Turfgrass
Evaluation Program bermudagrass put-
ting green variety trial to be conducted at
the Jupiter Island Club.

His work is being funded by national
and statewide organizations including the
United States Golf Association, FTGA,
Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, and the Sarasota Bay National
Estuary Program. He is the author or co-
author of over 150 scientific and popular
manuscripts.

Dr. Cisar is a director of the Interna-
tional Turfgrass Society, the editor of the
International Turfgrass Society Newsletter,
technical editor of the Florida Turf Digest,
contributing editor of Turf News (maga-
zine of the Turfgrass Producers Interna-
tional), and an advisory member of the
FTGA.

Dr. Cisar and his wife, Terry — a phar-
macy manager for Walgreen’s — reside in
Plantation in Broward County with their
15-month-old son Joey. Plantation is cen-
tral to the large and varied turfgrass indus-
try of subtropical south Florida. N\

Architect,
Superintendent
To Lead Florida
Golf Alliance

With an architect as presidentand a
superintendent as vice presi-
dent, the Florida Golf Alliance is a re-
ality.

Proceeding thoughtfully toavoid the
pitfalls and failures of past attempts at
unifying all the golf interests and asso-
ciations in the state, the FGA is build-
ing a team based on the strength of
unity.

The Alliance’s stated mission is to
promote and protect the industry as a
major contributor to the state’s
economy, environment and quality of
life.

Seven major associations have taken
the lead so far in helping to organize
the alliance: PGA Tour, LPGA Tour,
Tommy Armour Golf Tour, Mercury
Titleholders Championship, Florida
Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion, Florida Turfgrass Associationand
the Florida Chapter of the Club Man-
agers Association.

The FGA Board is actively seeking
participation and membership by all
organized groups and associations that
have a stake in the future of the game

Florida Golf Alliance President Ron Garl and
Vice President Roy Bates are working to unite
all Florida golf interests under one banner to
address issues that may affect the game or the
industry. Photo by Joel Jackson.
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and the business of golf and that have
the desire to work together for the com-
mon good.

One of the first goals of the Alliance
will be to document the total economic
impact of golf on the state of Florida.

Building on the Turf Economic Sur-
vey done by the FTGA, the FGA will
expand the findings to include all
phases of the golf industry to include
golf operations, maintenance, retail
sales, tourism, real estate development,
recreation, jobs and food beverage to
name a few areas.

Current board members include
President Ron Garl, golf course archi-
tect; Vice President Roy Bates, CGCS,
Imperial Lakes CC and FTGA; Secre-
tary Ann Palmer, Mercury Titlehold-
ers Championship; Treasurer Jack
Brennan, Paladin Golf Marketing.

Directors are Richard Bowers, PGA
Tour; Terry McCracken, LPGA Tour;
lerry Fine, Tommy Armour Golf Tour;
Joe Ondo, Florida Golf Course Super-
intendents Association and Mike
Fiddelke, Club Managers Association.

Joel Jackson, Director of Com-
municatons for the FGCSA has also
been attending the meetings since his
appointment in January. N

New Product Display,
Casino Nite Planned
for 1998 FTGA Show

The 1998 Conference & Show plans
are off to a great start. Thereis goingto
be so much fun and excitement you

won’t want to miss a thing. Some of

the new events for this year:
Casino Night w/ Entertainment
New Product Showcase
Key Note Speaker

And much more!

This year there will be special events
for members only. If you are not al-
ready a member now is the time to sign
up with the Florida TurfGrass Associa-
tion and become part of the action, not
only at Conference and Show but all
year long.

Your membership entitles you to a
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wide variety of helpful material to as-
sist you in you work place, and the
bimonthly Turf Digest to keep you up
to date on turf industry-related re-
search, seminars, and upcoming events.

Your membership dollars also help
the turfindustry by keepinga full-time
lobbyist interacting with governmen-
tal agencies and representing the our

If You're Looking
for Improved Pest

Control . ..

Du Cor has an
Easier Solution

~ - »

interest in the turf industry, and all of
the FTGA’s research dollars stay in
Florida to solve Florida’s problems.
For more information about the
FTGA Conference & Show, member-
ship, or turf conferences call the FTGA
staff at 800/882-6721, e-mail
FTGA@aol.com or visit our web site at
http://www.ftga.org. P °

New Du Cor LEMWET can help improve your
pesticide spray application! LEMWET is a lemon
extract attractant and surfactant for use with most
pesticides. LEMWET attracts nearby pests to your
spray. In addition, it's non-ionic surfactants
improve spray penetration and bring your
pesticide into close contact with pests!

For over 35 years, Du Cor has been coming up
with products to fit our customers needs. From
liquid micronutrients, humates and fertilizers, to
specialty dyes, surfactants, odor counteractants

and more, we take pride in finding special
solutions that help our clients.

So if your looking for something special to
attract a nuisance, or maybe just a different
solution to help you grow, give Du Cor a call. We
may already have just the solution you need!

Du Cor International

Corporation

PO. Box 593298, Orlando, Florida 32859
407-859-4390 or Toll Free 1-800-382-6735
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FNGA'’s Florida
Plants of the Year
(Part 2)

Editor’s Note: In the last issue we told
you about the program started by the
Florida Nurserymen and Growers
Association that will identify superior
plant material that performs well but is
often underutilized. If you are looking
for proven plant material to provide
color and diversity on your course, you
may want to give these 1998 Florida
Plants of the Year a closer look.

The program’s selection committee
includes horticulturists, nurserymen,
educators, architects and other
professional members of the
horticulture industry from central, north
and south Florida. Here are the rest of
the selections for 1998.

Trees
ACOMA CRAPE MYRTLE

Lagerstroemia indica (crape myrtle) is
commonly referred to as the “Lilac of
the South.” Over 75 cultivars are
currently being evaluated in north
Florida. Of these,
the Florida Plants
of the Year
selection
committee has
chosen three. One
of the winners
selected was
‘Acoma.’ This
plant will reach a
mature size of
about 12' x 12'.
An outstanding characteristic of the
white flowering ‘Acoma’ is its very
distinctive horizontal habit of growth.
The tree usually begins blooming
around late June and continues for
about three months.

The bark color is in attractive shades of
cream and beige. As fall approaches,
look for striking foliage color that gives
way to fine branching structure. This
interesting structure lends itself to a nice
display with night lighting in the winter.
Acoma is a National Arboretum hybrid
and has excellent powdery mildew
resistance.

Crape myrtles are adaptable to climatic
conditions throughout Florida. Planting

in full sun will result in the best flower
production. They are tolerant of a wide
range of soil types, but grow poorly in

wet soils.

Common Name: Acoma crape myrtle

Horticultural Name: Lagerstroemia
indica ‘Acoma’

Hardiness: Zone 7

Mature Height x Spread: 12' x 12"
Classification: Small tree

Landscape Use: Patio tree, focal point

Characteristics: Distinctive horizontal
growth habit with white pendulous
flowers

TONTO CRAPE MYRTLE

Lagerstroemia indica (crape myrtle) was

introduced to the southern United States

over 150 years ago from Asia. Since that

time, many new hybrids have been

developed. Among these introductions
was an indica x
fauriei named
‘Tonto.”

Tonto is an
upright, rounded
plant reaching
about 15' in
height. It
produces the best
red flowers of
any of the
disease-resistant

hybrids. The red panicle may be up to
eight inches in diameter. Bloom usually
begins in July and extends through
September. Its bright maroon colored
fall leaves drop in winter, revealing a
living sculpture. This USDA release
exhibits good powdery mildew
resistance.

With very few pest problems and low
fertility requirements, crape myrtles
make an excellent choice for the
landscape. They also require very little
pruning. Prune to develop shape or
remove suckers, but avoid hard pruning
on an annual or regular basis. Tip
pruning to remove olc flowers will
promote repeat blooming.

Crape myrtles tolerate a wide range of
soil types, but perform poorly in wet
soils. Best flowering and disease
resistance is achieved by planting them
in full sun.

Common Name: Tonto crape myrtle

Horticultural Name: Lagerstroemia
indica ‘Tonto’

Hardiness: Zone 7
Mature Height x Spread: 15' x 15'

Characteristics: Upright, rounded plant
reaching 15' in height

SIOUX CRAPE MYRTLE

Crape myrtle derives its common name
from its crepe-like crinkled petals and
the resemblance of its leaves to the true
myrtle, Myrtus communis.

Among over 75
cultivars being
tested in Florida,
the National
Arboretum hybrid
‘Sioux’ was
selected because
of several
outstanding
characteristics.
This tight, vase-
shaped cultivar reaches about 20' in
height and develops blooms that are a
beautiful shade of medium pink. The
bloom usually lasts from July through
September. Because of its almost
columnar habit, the Sioux is an
excellent choice for narrow spaces. A 9
year-old Sioux crape myrtle at the
University of Florida’s Research and
Education Center in Monticello is 20’
tall and only 11" wide. Fall foliage color
is an intense red. The plant shows an
excellent resistance to powdery mildew

Crape myrtles are seen throughout
Florida today and offer a tremendous
display in the summer. When looking
for that medium-size tree to highlight
the landscape, consider ‘Sioux.

Crape myrtles are very tolerant of
drought and a wide range of soil types.
They perform poorly in wet soil
conditions.

Common Name: Sioux crape myrtle

Horticultural Name: Lagerstroemia
indica ‘Sioux’

Hardiness: Zone 7

Mature Height: 20’

Landscape use: Narrow spaces,
landscape highlight

Characteristics: Tight, vase-shaped
cultivar that reaches 20' in height
and develops medium pink blooms

Plant descriptions and photos provided
by the Florida Nurserymen and Growers
Association, 1533 Park center Dr.,
Orlando, FL 32835, 407-295-7994, Fax

407-295-1619, e-mail: fnga@aol.com
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Bureaucrats On The Loose Again.

Pesticide Uses May be Lost Under FQPA

he 1996 Food Quality Protection Act

(FIFRA Amendments) substantially
changes the way pesticides are evaluated
for safety.

To assess the risk of pesticides, EPA
must now address the total exposures
from residues in food as well as drinking
water and residential sources. In addi-
tion, the accumulated exposure from
chemicals with similar toxicity mecha-
nisms will be evaluated.

Usingthe newassessmentcriteria, EPA
has begun to decide which pesticides and
pesticide uses will remain available and
which registrations will be canceled.

What is going wrong?

Pesticide manufacturers say the re-
quirements ofthe lawarestrictbutachiev-
able, provided EPA:

« allows development of the best sci-
entific methodology to meet the new
safety standards and revised objec-
tives for protecting human health
and the environment.

* bases decisions on actual updated
scientific data and pesticide use; and

+ establishesand communicatesopen,
uniform and scientifically practical
policies to guide consistent imple-
mentation of the new law.

FQPA allows EPA to use a process
called “data-call-in” to obtain the scien-
tific data necessary to conduct these new
risk assessment evaluations.

However, early indications are that
EPA is not planning to use the “data-call-
in” provisions of the law, and is instead
using a method called “default assump-
tions.” These “default assumptions”
about exposure and usage are in many
cases overly conservative, inaccurate and
unreliable.

Using “default assumptions” will
likely result in the unnecessary loss of
pest control products, especially in non-
food markets such as turfgrass.

How will golf course superintendents
be affected?
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As a result of EPA’s implementa-
tion of FQPA, golf course superinten-
dents may lose access to valuable pes-
ticides, thereby reducing maintenance

options. The practice of Integrated Pest
Management will be compromised and
maintenance costs inevitably will in-
crease.

A qu a

Land-Water
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genix

chnologies

Services Include
Lake Management
Right-of-Way Vegetation Control
Wetlands Planting and Maintenance
Exotics Control
Mechanical Harvesting
Industrial/Agricultural/Vegetation Management

For a FREE evaluation, call

1-800-832-5253

Visit our website at www.aquagenix.com

-
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Serving Sunbelt States Since 1974
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Your Action Needed!

What can golf course superintendents
do to help?

To maintain access to needed pesti-
cides, user groups are working with in-
dustry to ensure that EPA implements
the new law fairly and objectively by us-
| ing the best scientific methodology and
data, and the most accurate information
| about pesticide use. EPA officials have
not been responsive to pleas from indus-
| try, but they will listen to Congress.

Call or write your member of Con-
gress. Ask them to urge EPA to:

*  preserveasmany valuable pest man-
agement protection tools as possible;

+  use “data-call-ins” to obtain the in-
formation necessary to accurately
evaluate the safety of pesticide prod-
ucts;

*  base decisions on actual pesticide
use; and

+  establishand communicate uniform
policies for consistent FQPA imple-
mentation.

Editor’s Note: To meet their agenda,
latest reports have EPA canceling all
tolerances for organophosphates! Your
local chapter external vice president has
been given a Congressional Contact Kit
to help you join in the grassroots
campaign. Dow AgroSciences reps are
also assisting chapters with the letter-
| writing campaign. The GCSAA and a
Florida coalition of pesticide user groups
are working with a national coalition of
manufacturers and other users to alert
Congress to the impracticalities of EPA’s
approach. Get involved!

Turf Talk

What Do Golfers Really Want?

BY KEVIN DOWNING, CGCS
Willoughby Golf Club and
FSGA Board Member

hat do golfers really want when

they play? Birdies, pars, a quality
tee shot, a trouble shot that skips nicely
up the approach onto the green?

What about a good, consistent put-
ting surface? Whether you are a middle
handicapper or a scratch player, golfers
are affected by the condition of the play-
ing surface more than any other sport.

The individuals responsible for con-
ditioning the turf at the golf courses
throughoutour stateare commonly called
golf course superintendents or course
managers. The decisions these turf man-
agers make on a daily basis can have a
tremendous impact on your enjoyment
of golf.

As a matter of fact, the selections of
turfgrass varieties for overseeding or
bermuda foundation planting stock vary
so much that these varieties could affect
green speed in excess of two feet. With
this type of diversity, it becomes appar-
ent thatgolfcourse superintendents need
to be aware of golfers’ needs and golfers
need to realize that grass solutions on
golf courses are not always simple deci-
sions.

In the early 1950s, bermudagrass put-
ting surfaces were very coarse and prob-
ably not much better than a good tee of
the 1990s. Varieties came along in 1956

thatimproved the putting quality quite a
bit and then great strides were made in
1965 with the introduction of a variety
called Tifdwarf.

Golfers who have played in Florida for
any length of time are probably familiar
with Tifdwarf, but most of themare prob-
ably unaware of its origin. No, it did not
come from the shelves of Home Depot,
and it is not available in a burlap bag at
your local feed store.

Actually, Tifdwarfisa “mutated clone”
that came from a Tifgreen putting sur-
face at the Florence Country Club in
South Carolina.

The original Tifgreens were developed
byanartificial crossbreeding of two types
of bermudagrass, creating a sterile trip-
loid hybrid. That’s enough botany for
now, but the key item to remember is that
the grasses for Florida golf courses come
from vegetative parts rather than seed.
The pure act of growing and planting
vegetative grasses can cause a multitude
of problems for putting surface consis-
tency.

A number of years ago, you either
chose Tifdwarfor Tifgreen and went from
there, but now there are more flavors in
the candy story and we surely hope they
all taste good.

A little-known fact is that of the six or
seven vendors who sold Tifdwarf
throughout Florida in the last 25 years,
each strain was slightly differentand they
adapted to site situations with unique

COURSE
MIXES

Sterilization Available
iy

Since 1948

Florida Silica
Sand Co., Inc.

Dade County Broward County
923-8323
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characteristics. Some of these dwarfs
would be more acceptable to overseeding
while others might denser and less sus-
ceptible to algae formation during in-
clement weather patterns.

Obviously, all dwarfs were not created
equal and the problem was intensified
when the state of Florida dropped the
Turfgrass Certification Program in 1985
in the wake of a cost cutting campaign.

As players, we all want surfaces that
look like a pool table with no blotches or
imperfections. Unfortunately, sometimes
bermuda greens can look like a bad hair
day for Dennis Rodman of the Chicago
Bulls. The imperfections of older Tifd-
warf greens might not putt poorly, but
boy they look ugly! No offense, Dennis.

The search forabetter grass for south-
ern greens has been brewing for some
time, but only in the last few years have
we begun to make some headway. Four
new selections have been released recently
which include Floradwarf, Champion,
M.S. Supreme and, most recently, Tif-
Eagle.

Some of these grasses have come from

Unfortunately,
sometimes bermuda

greens can look like a
bad hair day for

Dennis Rodman...

the private sector while a few have come

through the more traditional channels of

university releases.

Some of the concerns about the new
“ultra-fine” bermudagrasses will be
worked out when superintendents and
researchers become more familiar with
the growth habits of these new varieties.

Since the new bermudagrasses have
not been thoroughly evaluated in repli-
cated green trials, a number of questions
still need to be answered regarding stress

and pest tolerances over a wide range of

locations.

The United States Golf Association, in
cooperation with the National Turfgrass
Evaluation Program, is sponsoring on-

site testing at a variety of locations
throughout the Southeast. These tests
will be beneficial for accurately evaluat-
ing putting green grasses under a wide
range of environmental conditions.

In cooperation with the Florida Golf
Course Superintendents Association, the
Florida State Golf Association will con-
tinue to monitor developments in this
area and will be supportive through the
Cal Korf Turfgrass Fund. Hopefully, as
time progresses, golf turf in Florida will
continue to get better which might make
the game more enjoyable for all of us.

Reference: Foy, John. “The Hybrid
Bermudagrass Scene,” USGA. Green Sec-
tion Record, Nov/Dec 1997.

Editor’s Note: Kevin submitted this
article for publication in the Florida
State Golf Association newsletter. We
thought we might print it here to let you
know that we are trying to bridge that
gap between superintendents and the
golfing public. That is one of the goals
that came out of the FGCSA Strategic
Planning Session last November. B

Producers of Quality Turfgrasses

for Golf Courses and Athletic Fields

PIKE CREEK TURF s«
W .

Pike Creek Turf cee.

Route 2, Box 376-A Adel, Georgia 31620

1-800-232-7453

High quality sod and sprig
turfgrasses available:

4+ Tifway 419

4+ Tifgreen 328

4+ TifEagle

4+ Tifdwarf

4+ Centipede

4 Meyer Zoysia

4+ Centipede Seed

We install sod and/or sprigs on
Golf Courses and Athletic Fields

Rowplanting Services Available
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Field Day attendees listen to Dr. ]. Bryan Unruh speak about the newly sprigged USGA specification putting green.

Just Where IS Milton, Anyway?

The Not-So-New Guy’s
Perspective on Building a
Great Turf Program

BY J. BRYAN UNRUH, PH.D.
University of Florida

y now, the news of the expansion
of the University of Florida’s In-
stitute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences turfgrass program in Milton is
old. However, I frequently come across
people who are not fully aware of what is
going on in that “other” part of Florida.

The turfgrass program is part of a new
off-campus teaching program located in
Milton, a small suburb east of Pensacola.
This program is the result of an idea that
surfaced back in 1985 with Pensacola
Junior College’s Milton Campus Pro-
vost, Doug Worley, former state House
of Representatives Speaker Bo Johnson,
and PJC’s natural resource department
head, Logan Fink.

The idea involved bringing courses
available only at UF to the Panhandle so
that students could pursue a bachelor’s
degree without having to go to Gaines-
ville. Students would obtain prerequisite
coursesat PJCand the University of West
Florida in Pensacola would provide sev-
eral elective courses.

The Legislature first considered the
issue in 1988, approved funding in 1990,
and the first classes were taught in 1992.

Today, fiveadditions complement fac-
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ulty already at UF’s West Florida Re-

search and Education Center north of

Pensacola to offer degrees in turfgrass
science, environmental horticulture, and
natural resource conservation.

Besides the on-campus faculty, dis-
tance learning systems such as live satel-
lite television, two-way interactive com-
pressed video, and Internet-based corre-
spondence courses are used to link stu-
dents to faculty.

Expanding the Mission
Inaneraoftighter budgetsand shrink-

ing financial resources, UF justifies this

type of program by expecting faculty to

University
of Florida
Turf Belle G

Programs Fort Lau

e

develop research and/or extension pro-
grams in the Florida panhandle that will
further the University’s and IFAS’ mis-
sions to “develop knowledge in agricul-
tural, human, and natural resources and
to make that knowledge accessible to sus-
tain and enhance the quality of human
life.”

It is because of this expectation that
the UF Turfgrass Field Laboratory at the
WEFREC was constructed. Located about
30 miles northeast of Pensacola, the Turf-
grass Field Laboratory now has nineacres
of turfgrass plots.

The initial phase of construction en-
compassed about four acres that con-
sisted of two 14,000 square-foot putting
greens, one built to USGA specifications
and the other “push-up.”

In addition to evaluating different
bermudagrass cultivars, plans for these
greens include overseeding studies, ver-
ticut/topdress frequency studies, and fer-
tilizer source studies.

Large plots of centipedegrass, carpet-
grass, Pensacola and Argentine bahia-
grass, Tifway bermudagrass, FloraTeX™
bermudagrass, and St. Augustinegrass
have also been planted.

The second phase of construction
which was completed this past fall also
encompasses four acres. However, plot
sizes are much larger and the area is
designated for turfgrass weed scienceand
pathology work.

In addition to the field plots, a 2,800
square-foot maintenance facility hasbeen
constructed which houses equipment
storage, office space, and a laboratory
teaching area.

Much of the nine acres already devel-
oped has research projects in place.

Cooperative efforts have been made
with UF turfgrass breeders Drs. Al Du-
deck, Russell Nagata, and Brian Scully.

THE FLORIDA GREEN



They are currently evaluating nearly 200
germplasm accessions of bermudagrass
and St. Augustinegrass at this northwest
Florida location.

In addition to the collaboration of
faculty in Florida’s university system, we
have forged relationships with the Uni-
versity of Georgia, Texas A&M, and Au-
burn University.

Presently, we are evaluating new re-
leases from Georgia for Drs. Wayne
Hanna and Ronnie Duncan. These in-
clude TifBlair centipedegrass and Tif-
Eagle (TW- 72) and Tift94 bermuda-
grasses and the Seashore Paspalums.

We are also evaluating four new zoy-
siagrasses from Dr. Milt Engelke’s breed-
ing program at Texas A&M for their effi-
cacy in Florida. Two National Turfgrass
Evaluation Program cultivar trials —
buffalograss and zoysiagrass — are also
being conducted.

Built on Relationships

Amazingly, the growth and success of
the Milton program have exceeded even
the greatest hopes and expectations. In
retrospect, the success of the Milton pro-
gram can largely be attributed to great
relationships forged with the Gulf Coast
Chapter, GCSA, as well as many indi-
vidual superintendentsand industry rep-
resentatives.

[ vividly remember when shortly after
arriving in Florida, I was in my new office
unpacking boxes upon boxes of books
and files when my secretary indicated
that a Jeff Ball of Panama Country Club,
Lynn Haven, was on the telephone.

After introductions, Jeff proceeded to
lay out his vision for the turfgrass indus-
try in Florida and he made the statement,
“Blowyour horn because the cavalry (Gulf
Coast turfgrass industry) is on its way.”

Jeff has been instrumental in helping
build this program, earning him the es-
teemed title, “wheel greaser.”

Jeff's leadership and vision made him
a natural choice to represent the Univer-
sity of Florida at the National Leadership
Seminar in Washington, D.C. hosted by
the National Association of State Univer-
sities and Land Grant Colleges. At this
conference, Jeff participated in the devel-
opment of strategies for future land use
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stewardship opportunities. Two other
superintendents, Ron Wright, CGCSand
Mark Richard, CGCS have both been
active in helping to build a top-notch
program.

In a similar situation, several weeks
after my coming to Florida, the Board of
Directors of the Gulf Coast Chapter,
GCSA invited me to their meeting and
asked how we could become partners in
promoting the turfgrass industry.

Thesuperintendents’ organization has

You know our M-Series mid-
size tractors for their all-
round versatility. Now we're
going after some new turf.
Introducing our M4700,
2-wheel drive Turf Special.
It's got wide flotation turf
tires, a low-profile front end,
creep speed for spraying and
turf conditioning and a sun-
shade for added comfort

with features that increase pmdm‘li\'ll_\* and
make operation easy.
An ISO-mounted,

Kubota also offers an
M4700 model with
4-wheel drive

Like all Kubota tractors, the M4700 is loaded

semi-flat deck great-
ly reduces vibration

Creep speed transmission has
12 forward speeds (0.17-13.76
mph) with turf tires

See one of th Kubota deal

BOYNTON BEACH
FLORIDA COAST EQUIPMENT
9775 W. Boynton Beach Blvd.
(561) 369-0414

BRADENTON
FRANZ TRACTOR COMPANY
5504 15th Street
(941) 755-5722

CLEARWATER

BRIDGES EQUIPMENT COMPANY
2323 S. R. 580
(813) 796-4141

DELAND

TriPLE D EQUIPMENT
2820 S. Firehouse Road

been an invaluable avenue by which I
have met many people. Furthermore, this
contact has provided me the opportunity
to see and hear first hand the research
needs and desires of turfgrass managers
working on the Gulf Coast.

In reciprocation, my office lends sec-
retarial support and acts as an informa-
tion clearing house. Centralizing the com-
munication efforts has done great things
in strengthening this multi-state super-
intendents’ organization.

and minimizes fatigue, while
hanging pedals add comfort
and ease of operation.

The E-TVCS 5-cylinder diesel
engine delivers maximum
power, with high torque,

low noise and low vibration.
Enhanced combustion
efficiently reduces fuel cost
and lowers emissions.

The Kubota M4700 Turf
Special. It's designed from the ground up for
landscape and turf applications. And then
some.

Kubota Tractor Corporation markets a full line of tractors
through a nationwide network of over 1,000 dealers
Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation

I hota £

near you for a demonstration!

FORT MYERS
SANDLAND EQUIPMENT CORP.
9501 SR 82
(941) 332-5045

LEESBURG
MiD FLORIDA TRACTOR INC.
1200 S. 14th Street
(352) 787-1234

LUTZ

BRIDGES EQUIPMENT COMPANY
1209 East Bearss Avenue
(813) 977-2500

VALRICO

BRIDGES EQUIPMENT COMPANY
1606 State Road 60 East

(904) 734-2119 (813) 681-8211




Through these efforts the superinten-
dents have completed the GCSAA affili-
ation process which further qualifies
them, in cooperation with UF, to seek
funding opportunities from the GCSAA
Foundation.

Gulf Coast Turfgrass Expo and
Field Day

Another cooperative effort between
UFand the Gulf Coast superintendents is
the Gulf Coast Turfgrass Expo and Field
Day. The superintendents started this
event a year before my arrival.

In its maiden year, the event was pri-
marily a “sit-down” educational event
that featured two university turfgrass spe-
cialists. In its second year, we expanded
the focus of the event to include a tour of
the turfgrass research plots at the new UF
Turfgrass Field Laboratory at the WFREC.

Attendance was near 70 and people
were able to hear Dr. Patricia Cobb, ex-
tension entomologist from Auburn Uni-
versity and Dr. Wayne Hanna, turfgrass
breeder with the USDA.

After the educational session, attend-
ees were able to see the site on which we
were constructing the field laboratory. At
that time, the buildings were not built yet
and only a few turf plots had been estab-
lished.

Wealso invited vendors to participate
and several displayed their products and
services.

Last year, the event was highly suc-
cessful with more than 225 people at-
tending. Again, the focus was changed
and today, the Gulf Coast Turfgrass Expo
& Field Day is a research plot tour at
which attendees hear six or seven re-
searchers discuss current field projects
and learn how to apply these findings to
their day-to-day maintenance regimes.

Industry Support is Vital

Good relationships have also been
forged with Jerry Pate Turf Supply, The
Toro Company, Stovall Turf and Indus-
trial, Rain Bird GolfIrrigation, Cushman,
Tieco Gulf Coast, and Jacobsen.

Chris Kurpuis, Jerry Pate Turf Sup-
ply, has led the way in providing literally
thousands of dollars worth of Toro equip-
ment as well as working with Toro repre-

sentatives in procuring irrigation equip-
ment for the initial four-acre develop-
ment.

Similarly, Marty Morris of Stovall Turf
and Industrial worked with Leslie Seward
of Rain Bird Golf Irrigation to get the
irrigation system donated for the second
phase of development. Marty also called
in a favor from Eric Merkt, ProRain Irri-
gation Company, to help install the sys-
tem.

Numerous other vendors have also
been extremely gracious in providing the
equipment, materials, and supplies
needed to maintain this turfgrass field
laboratory. There is no doubt that this
project would not be where it is today
without the tireless efforts of these many
people.

Building a Statewide Turfgrass
Program

One of the greatest needs in a state as
large and diverse as Florida, is a con-
certed statewide turfgrass teaching, re-
search, and extension program. I believe
that one of our greatest assets is a state-
wide turf program with four turfgrass
research facilities spread across the state.

Admittedly, collaboration among lo-
cations hasbeen lacking in the past. How-
ever, we are seeing great strides being
madein forging new partnershipsamong
our faculty at UF.

Our turfgrass breeders in Belle Glade,
Drs. Russell Nagata and Brian Scully are
great examples of researchers who have
taken their program statewide. To better
evaluate their new grasses, Russell and
Brian have placed their plant materials at
several locations throughout the state.

This statewide testing allows them to
obtain information concerning differen-
tial biotic and abiotic stresses that are
found across a state as large as Florida.

Our turfgrass teaching program is
another area in which faculty members
are collaborating. Unknown to many,
Dr. Grady Miller (Gainesville) has very
successfullyled the turfgrass teaching fac-
ulty to develop and implement a Turf-
grass Interdisciplinary Science degree
program.

Essentially, students entering the turf-
grass academic program will now gradu-
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ate with a degree in Turfgrass Science,
not an Environmental Horticulture de-
gree with a turfgrass option.

This new degree program greatly en-
hances our ability to tailor the curricu-
lum to meet the changing needs of the
turfgrass manager. Furthermore, this
mechanism will allow us to better market
the degree program to potential students.

Another example of statewide collabo-
ration can be seen in the new extension
design team, FL-116, Turfgrasses in
Florida.

This team, comprising UF turfgrass
specialists and county Extension faculty,
has developed specific objectives con-
cerning coordination of the UF turfgrass
Extension, Research, and Teaching pro-
gram to provide the right information to
the right people.

The goals that have been set are en-
thusiastic, yet they represent the broad
base of information needed by all seg-
ments of the Florida turfgrass industry.
Great effort was taken to assure that all
aspects of turfgrass management were
taken into consideration.

If you are curious, the design team
goals and objectives can be seen on the
world wide web (http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/
~smpweb/fl116.htm).

A Challenging Future

These are but a few examples of the
many positive steps being taken at UF to
buildastrongstatewide turfgrass program.
UF has experienced tremendous success
and support at each of the four locations.

However, it is time that we press on
and continue moving forward to broaden
our collaborative efforts further, both
among faculty members and with the
supportingindustry. Astheysay, “United
we stand, divided we fall!”

In time, many more challenging, yet
exciting things will happen.

Letus (UF Facultyand Industry, alike!)
not allow the things we cannot do, keep
us from doing the things we can do. It
takes a while to get the train moving, but
once it is, it is even harder to stop!

Florida has the potential to have the
greatest turfgrass Extension, Research,
and Teaching program in the world. Bar
none! Let’s build it! & |
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