NATURAL ORGANIC

Milorganite
| gg—

On greens. On tees. On fairways, roughs, flower beds, transplants
— even in your divot mix. Milorganite delivers outstanding results for
a uniform playing surface. No other fertilizer is easier on plants or
simpler to use. Milorganite's slow release, organic nutrients won't
burn or cause a flush of growth. Plus, it's high in
micronutrients such as iron to promote dense, vigorous turf.

And Milorganite resists leaching, for a sound environmental
profile. So call your distributor today, or call Milorganite's

turf professionals direct at 1-800-304-6204. It's easy.



FLORIDA GREEN PHOTO CONTEST

1997 Florida Green
Photo Contest

The third year for the Florida Green Photo Contest
brought a flurry of last-minute submissions to beat
the deadline. There are five ¢ ategories: W ildlife
Formal Landscape, Native Plantings, Scenic Golf

Hole and Editor’s Choice. The rules are \Hll)!lt',

a superintendent or a member of his staff
takes a photo or slide on a Florida golf course.

Mount it on a sheet of paper and send it in!

If originality and effort are counted, Gary Grigg
wins hands down. He climbed a nearby tree to
snap the First Place Wildlife photo of two great
horned owl! fledglings. First place earned a $100
prize and second place was worth $50
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you

ing pictures that showcase the beauty

creatures on Florida Golf Courses.

Second Place, Wildlife
David Baile)

Delaire C(

First Place, Wildlife
ry 1. Grigg, CGCS

Gan 19

Royal Poinciana Golf Club
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First Place,
Formal Landscape
Gary T. Grigg,
CGCS

Royal Poinciana
Golf Club

First Place
Native Plantings
Bryan Singleton,
GCS

Riviera C(
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FLORIDA GREEN PHOTO CONTEST

Second Place,
Native Plantings
Debra DeMarco

Riviera C(

etters..

...to the Editor

Thanks for tribute

I was so proud of the golf course
superintendents at Larry’s funeral
Please extend my thanks to your staft
and to all the superintendents who paid
their respects in person or by card or
letter

Larry always treated people the way he
wanted to be treated and | know you
guys are the same. Please take care and
remember Larry is watching over us all.

Thanks with love and prayers,
Vilma Kamphaus

Second Place
Formal Landscape
Jason M. Kubel
Isleworth C(
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First Place, Scenic Hole
Randy Saul, GCS

The Eagles Ge~C(

Rub of the Green
The world’s 10 most dangerous golf courses

» more challenge in your golf course management either as a superintendent or a player? Well, here’s a

Need a litt

list of the 10 most dangerous courses around the world, courtesy of Men’s Hea

th magazine

e Lost City GC, Sun City, South Africa. The 13th green is fronted by a stone pit filled with crocodiles

s

e Elephant Hills CC, Victor Is, Zimbabwe. The fairways often are pockmarked by craters caused from mortar
}

ells fired across the Zambezi River
e Compton Par-3 Course, Compton, Calif. Home to two infamous high-caliber gangs Crips and Bloods

¢ Machrie Hotel GC, Islay, Scotland. Virtually every drive and approach on this old-style links layout is blind
played over huge sand dunes

|

e Scholl Canyon GC, Glendale, Calif. Built on a landfill, golfers have snagged golf clubs on o ires, and

divots have unleashed methane gas. The latter is now pumped to a local power company
¢ Pelham Bay GC and Split Rock GC, Bronx, N.Y. Thirteen bodies have been found at these remotely located
layouts in the last 10 years

* Singapore Island CC, Singapore. A ‘.;11“ pro, Jim Stewart, once killed a 10-foot cobra in the midst of his round. To

his horror, another snake emerged from the mouth of the dead one

¢ Beachwood GC, Natal, South Africa. A woman was attacked by an ape as she was hitting

avers often huddle

¢ Plantation G&CC, Gretna, La. With 18 holes crammed into 61 acres, p

fencing awaiting their turn to hit

e Lundin Links, Fife, Scotland. This seemingly safe, serene course near St. Andrews had one of its patrons hit by a

train while he crossed the tracks bevond the fifth green

GCSAA Online
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From the Twilight
Arewe
strengthened

by unity.

conquered by

division?

Mark My
Words

Mark Jarrell, CGCS
Assistant Editor

86

I've just returned from Tampa and the annual
FTGA Conference and Show, and still can’t
announce a turf coordinator for the University
of Florida. The optimism that I expressed in this
column in the last Florida Green, that this issue
would be settled by now,
was obviously premature.
Zone: As disappointing as this
situation is, those of us
working so hard on the
matter are continuing our
efforts to resolve it, and
actually see positives about
the protracted process.

I am typically one who
P Or disdains the minutiae and
mitigating circumstances of
an issue, having to distill
things to their simplest
formulations. However,
peeling back the layers of
the University’s
bureaucratic onion is quite
interesting.

Frustrating is another word that comes to
mind, but my exposure to this Twilight Zone is
short and sweet compared to those living there.
We will be meeting again within days to
determine our next step.

On a brighter note, one of the most gratifying
projects I've ever been involved with has yielded
spectacular results! Rick Tatum and I
volunteered to contact our various equipment
distributors to try to secure equipment
desperately needed at the various locations
where turfgrass research is conducted, and have
been overwhelmed at the response.

Hats off to Nick Crane and Kent Busser from
Nucrane Machinery, Tim Kilpatrick and John
Swaner at Kilpatrick Turf, James Branstrom and
Bryan Riddle of Pifer, Inc., Jeff Hayden and Jim
Sartain of Golf Ventures, and Joe Limberg from
Hector Turf for donating or lending over
$100,000 worth of turf maintenance equipment
to Gainesville, Fort Lauderdale, and Belle Glade.

Others have orally committed to this project
and will be recognized in future columns. Thank

you, gentlemen! You've always been there for us

and deserve recognition for all your
contributions to the turf industry.

I try to avoid climbing on the soapbox very
often, but while on the subject, I think it
necessary to admonish those superintendents
with attitudes of arrogance and disdain for the
commercial members of our various golf and
turf organizations.

I've heard it and witnessed it for years, and
still fail to understand it. Almost every golf
outing or industry function is totally or heavily
financed by our vendors or other commercial
enterprises, but some superintendents still voice
their preference for “superintendent only”
events, or otherwise show their contempt for
our comrades on the commercial side.

[ just don’t get it!

I do understand the desirability of meetings
strictly with your peers for relevance,
practicality, confidentiality, and efficiency, but
these kinds of meetings can be scheduled as
often as needed without offending those who
usually foot the bill for most of our activities.

Being a history buff, expressions like
“Divide and conquer,” and “In unity there is
strength,” are particularly meaningful to me.
We need the support of everyone who has an
interest in the golf and turf industry - not the
alienation or indifference of a large and
important segment.

Though golf is played by 25 million
Americans, it is a hobby for them and it is a
career for us, and we will have to fight the
environmental and regulatory battles.

[ don’t think it too simplistic to say that most
of the negative financial, regulatory, and
environmental impacts to our industry are a
result of our weakness and fragmentation
(divided and conquered), while most of our
victories (in unity there has been strength) were
achieved by working together.

As persuasive and effective as Tom Benefield
has been with the water issues, and as much as
he deserves the lion’s share of the credit for his
successes, I doubt he would have been given the
time of day if he were representing his own
selfish interests instead of the FGCSA and
FTGA. Think about it!

-
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Gary Player.

Wins all over the world.

Designs courses

all over the world.

Chooses the best equipment

in the world.

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURF




AFTERWORDS

What Price
Glory?

Hand mowing fairways at the 1997 U.S. Open. Photo by

Darren Davis.

Green
Side Up

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS
Editor
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Why do we do it to ourselves?

While it may be true that a superintendent
is often his/her own worst critic,
superintendents striving for success and
~ perfection drive
changes in the
industry.

Ironically, it is
these same
superintendents
that also create
many of the woes
we face.

In the South, we
have been living on
the edge for the
past decade trying
to manage 30-year-
old grasses to
suicidal green
speeds beyond the
biology of the
plant. A reprieve
may be on the
horizon in the form
of a crop of new
ultra dwarf
grasses... a case where the turf breeders have
been forced by legions of frustrated and often
fired superintendents to do something to
meet the insatiable demand for speed by
today’s golfer. It was a matter of survival or
lunatic glory.

And now with a glimmer of hope and
reason in the form of these new grasses, what
do I see superintendents doing on national
television? Hand mowing fairways!

I can reluctantly accept the fact that it may
be possible at a major event. When over a
hundred superintendents, suppliers, friends
and volunteers gather to experience the aura
and history of a major tournament, reality
becomes blurred and your wildest
maintenance fantasies can come true. When
your fleet of equipment is supplemented by
loaners and attended by extra mechanics, the
impractical becomes the possible.

These magical mystical events are things

legends are made of. Courses resurrected from
floods. Balls rolling off greens from people
breathing too hard. Knee deep rough. Greens,
tees and approaches pinstriped and checker
boarded.

Hey guys, it looks great on TV, but I don’t
play golf from a blimp.

And now, hand-mowing fairways?

Television is the great instigator. After
touting and publicizing hand-mowed fairways
at two events this year, the 1997 U. S. Open
and the 1997 PGA Championship, the
question is already being asked, “What would
it take to hand mow our fairways?”

[t was a hypothetical question, but the fact
that it was asked at all is depressing. Status is a
mysterious thing. And money can buy status.
And if you have the money, by jiminy, you
can hand-mow your fairways to your heart’s
content.

A quick review of the fairway fiascoes at the
Open and the PGA revealed a staff of 25 was
required just to mow the fairways. Let’s see...
25 people at $6.00 an hour, 4 to 4.5 hours per
mowing, three mowings per week, 52 weeks

per year = $93,600 per year in labor alone...

just to mow fairways?

Where are these people going to park their
cars when they come to work? How are the
people and equipment going to fit in a
maintenance building that is most likely
under sized and poorly designed anyhow?
How many more mechanics will be hired to
service the expanded fleet of mowers and
utility vehicles assuming they don’t just walk
each mower around the course.

And who are these highly dedicated and
motivated people and will they be used 40
hours per week? They could make one heck of
a bunker and cart path edging crew on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Could your budget
take a $312,000 hit in the labor line item?

This whole discussion is preposterous and
yet I know that at some club somewhere, hand
mowers will find their way onto the fairways
as an everyday routine. Status will demand it,
and we will have done it to ourselves again.

-

THE FLORIDA GREEN



SOMEWHERE THIS YEAR
A SUPERINTENDENT PLANTED
THE ONE MILLIONTH POUND
OF CYPRESS POA TRIVIALIS!

T'hat’s right, in an unprecedented time
span of only 4 vears, certified Cypress
Poa trivialis has taken the market by
storm. Superintendents from Las
Vegas, Palm Springs, Phoenix and
across the sunbelt states are using
certified Cypress in record numbers.

University tested for years at such
prestigious turf trials as the University
of Florida, the University of Arizona
and Mississippi  State University.
Certified Cypress keeps coming up
first in establishment, color, putting
speed and quality. When mixed with

creeping bentgrass or perennial
ryegrass, exceptional greens and
fairways are the
result. What more
could you ask for?

For excellent
transitional qualities,
specify Certified
Cypress.

CYPRESS

Poa trivialis

Distributed by:

Terra Int’l.
Plant City Fla.
813-752-1177

Coastal Turf Supply Co.
Savannah, GA
912-353-8815

Photo of 70% Cypress Poa trivialis and 30% Trueline Creeping Bentgrass Green courtesy of Banyan Golf Club in Palm Beach, FL. Dan Jones, CGCS Golf Course Manager




