
COMPUTER-EXACT CUSTOM MIXES. 
EVERY ORDER. EVERY TIME. 

Every order received by 
Golf Agronomics is 
prepared in our fully 

computerized machine. Double 
screening capabilities ensure 
that your first mix portion is the 
same as your last. 

Golf Agronomics meets all 
your top dressing needs with its 
ability to customize your mix with 
a variety of soil amendments 

including: Dolomite • Hi-Cal 
Wetting Agents • Charcoal 
Humic Acid • Minor Elements 
Rock Phosphate • Gypsum and 
Customer products. 

Golf Agronomics donates a % 
of every ton of top dressing 
to the FGCSA. Since its opening, 
Golf Agronomics has donated in 
excess of $17,000. Our sincere 
thanks to all of our customers. 

(800) 626-1359 
(813) 95S4690 Fax 
P.O. Box 3455 
Boynton Beach, FL 33424 





Specializing in Bermudagrass 

urse Quality 
d ) 

Ids and 
mplexes 

• "Quickstand" Common 

• Big Roll Sod for Fast, 
Economical Installations 

• Greens Height Tifdwarf 
for Instant Payability 

• Volume Discounts 
16163 LEM TURNER ROAD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32218 

(904) 764-7100 «TOLL FREE: 1-800-329-TURF 

N u t r i - T u r f , I n c . 
ONE OF THE ANHEUSER-BUSCH COAAPANIES 



Golf courses may hold key 
to survival of fox squirrels 

Big Cypress fox squirrels are losing 
their native upland pine habitat in 
the face of rapid development of 
Southwest Florida. Sixty Naples-
area golf courses will be studied as 
urban habitats for the threatened 
subspecies. 

Photos taken on Royal Poinciana 
G.C. by Rebecca Ditgen 

Golf courses 
with open park-
like landscapes 

and a rich 
mixture of food 

and nesting trees 

can provide 
ideal habitat for 
these large and 

graceful 
squirrels. 

BY REBECCA SELFRIDGE DITGEN 
Fox Squirrel Research Project 
University of Florida 

Fox squirrels (Sciurus niger) are 
beautifully colorful natives of the 
open, upland pine forests of 

Florida. They are easily recognized by 
their long, full tails, their varying color 
patterns of glistening black, chestnut and 
brilliant blond, and their long and bound-
ing gait. 

As fox squirrels frequently forage and 
travel on the forest floor, they prefer ar-
eas where the understory is kept open by 
fire, grazing or mowing. Golf courses 
with open, park-like landscapes and a 
rich mixture of food and nesting trees 
can provide ideal habitat for these large 
and graceful squirrels. 

Big Cypress fox squirrels (Sciurus niger 
avicennia) are losing their native upland 

pine habitat in the face of rapid develop-
ment of Southwest Florida. 

Golf courses, with their relatively open 
forested landscapes, often provide habi-
tat suitable for the threatened subspecies. 

My study seeks to document the sta-
tus and habitat use of the urban popula-
tions of Big Cypress fox squirrels on 60 
golf courses in the Naples area of South-
west Florida and to provide guidelines 
for landscape design and management 
that favor the viability of these popula-
tions. 

The study specifically considers the 
following attributes of landscape and golf 
course management as they relate to fox 
squirrels: 

• tree species combinations that will 
provide forage throughout the year 

• tree species suitable for nesting 
• squirrel dependence on pines which 

are subject to die-off on courses in south-
west Florida 



Golf course 

management directed 

to benefit fox squirrels 

may be critical to their 

survival in urban 

habitats. 

• ground cover treatment and man-
agement favorable to squirrel movement 
and travel 

• suitable spacing and density of trees 
to create centers of activity 

• size and configuration of courses 
and multiple course complexes that en-
courage larger populations and move-
ment between smaller populations 

The project has two components. 
First, squirrel populations will be lo-

cated through interviews with golf course 
superintendents. The number of indi-
viduals on each course will be estimated 
by censusing 3 times over the next 18 
months. 

During one census, landscape and 
vegetation attributes will be recorded for 
each course. Attributes favorable to fox 
squirrels will be identified using logistic 
regression analysis. 

Second, two large populations on se-
lected golf courses will be radio-collared 
and monitored for 18 months to deter-
mine their movements within the course 
and into adjoining habitats and to exam-
ine their use of specific habitats. 

Location of all course populations will 
be mapped on a digital coverage created 
by the Florida GAP analysis of land cover 
and movement date of intensively stud-
ied populations will be mapped on digi-
tal coverage of those courses. 

Big Cypress fox squirrels are a beauti-
ful and colorful part of the native wildlife 
in Southwest Florida. Golf course man-
agement directed to their benefit may be 
critical to their survival in urban habitats. 

I believe this study will add greatly 
needed information to golf course man-
agement efforts and landscape design, 
and thus increase the chances fox squir-
rels will remain in at least one major 
element of the urban landscape of the 
region. 

Environmental Waterway Management... 

"Preserving Your 
Liquid Assets" 
Golf Courses have Lakes, Ponds, Canals and Water 
Everywhere! Many of these water bodies are used 
for irrigation, fishing swimming, drainage or simply 
as hazards to the navigating Golfer on your course. 
If you allow Algae, Grasses and other noxious weeds 
to grow unchecked, they will rapidly take over your 
precious waterways. Don't allow your waterway 
problems to get you in over your head. Just call the 
experts at Environmental Waterway Mangerment. 

NEW PUTTING GREENS! 
PLAYABLE IN THREE WEEKS! 

HAVERLAND BLACKROCK CORP. 
The innovators in Goli Course Construction can rebuild and 

recontour your greens and have them back in play immediately! 

THE 

PEOPLE 
INSTALLATION: 

Tees, Greens, Fairways, and Athletic Facilities 
• USGA PUTTING GREEN RENOVATION • 

9819 STATE ROAD 7 • BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33437 
(407) 369-7994 • FAX (407) 364-1118 



The Central Florida GCSA Chapter meets at the Alaqua CC where members learn the latest 
local state and national information affecting golf course turf management. 

Reality Bites: The Learning Never Ends 

If you can't 

anticipate, 

communicate, 

appreciate and 

participate in 

the big picture^ 

you will have 

wasted much of 

your education. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, 
"The things taught in schools 
and colleges are not an educa-

tion, but the means of education." 
We can argue till the cows come home 

about the pro's and con's of learning 
your basic skills in a two-year specialty 
program, or a traditional four-year pro-
gram, or from the school-of-hard-knocks 
at a master craftsman's side. 

No matter the varied paths we take to 
become a superintendent, it is how well 
we learn the important lessons along the 
way that matters most. 

If you can't anticipate, communicate, 
appreciate and participate in the big pic-
ture, you will have wasted much of your 
education. 

I have met outstanding superinten-
dents from all walks of life and educa-
tional backgrounds. The one thing they 
all have in common is that they never 
stop learning or educating themselves. 
That education takes many forms. Read-
ing. Traveling. Listening. Questioning. 
Conversing. Experimenting. Failing. Suc-
ceeding. Sharing. 

These same successful superintendents 
can be found religiously attending their 
local chapter meetings, regional and na-
tional seminars, national and interna-

tional conferences and trade shows. 
It is in these venues that the best minds 

gather. It is here that the good superin-
tendent gleans the knowledge to feed his 
hungry mind. The good superintendent 
then takes new ideas and information 
back to his job and applies it for the 
betterment of his/her golf course. 

We are obviously in the midst of an 
communication/information revolution. 
The wise will participate either for the 
adventure or at least for self defense and 
survival. 

Those with closed minds, superinten-
dents, owners and operators alike, will be 
swept away intime by the winds of change. 
It is education in all its forms that pre-
pares us for the challenges of success. 

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS 
Disney's Magnolia G.C. 

Mockery is The Best Form of 
Flattery 

by Darren J. Davis 
I once had a fellow superintendent tell 

me, " My success is not attributed solely 
to my knowledge and training." He added, 
" A large part of what I have done is based 
on things I have seen other superinten-
dents do." He felt he was one of the best 
"copiers" in the business. If you knew 
who made that comment, I think you 



would agree that it is an extremely 
humbling statement from a very intel-
ligent person. 

At the risk of copying him, I will tell 
you that I also have learned the art of 
copying! One of the best things about 
our profession is the free sharing of 
information that golf course superin-
tendents practice on a daily basis. 

I gain a vast amount of education 
from talking with my peers. I espe-
cially enjoy visiting the courses of some 
of my friends in the business. The fol-
lowing are a few of the innovative ideas 
they have shared with me. 

Mark Michaud, 
Golf Course Superintendent, Pebble 
Beach Golf Links 

At Pebble Beach, Mark grows Poa 
greens and ryegrass fairways. A lot of 
Mark's watering is done manually by 
"pulling a hose." 

Mark wanted a method to transport 
the hoses around the course without 
taking up the needed space in his util-
ity vehicles. To accomplish this, Mark 
has made a hose rack from two tire 

Mark Michaud, golf course superintendent of Pebble Beach Golf Links, inspects one of his 
mounted hose racks. 

4fter you've done everything else right, why take short-cuts on course maintenance 
with ag-grade fertilizers? Sunniland's custom blends are formulated specifically for 
your course. Uniformly granular, too, eliminating hazardous dust on the course, your 
equipment, pools and members! The course will look superb and so will you. We 
knew you wouldn't mind if we cleared the air on course maintenance, so phone our 
Sunniland Golf Products Representative today. 



What you can learn 
from your peers 

Cordgrass, above, 
planted around the 

maintenance facility at 
Colliers' Reserve. Right, 

the trailer attached to 
the Hydroject at the 

Merion Golf Club. 
Below, the clipping 

basket at equipment 
wash area at 

Congressional CC. 

rims and a support bracket bolted to his 
utility vehicles. The metal supports are 
welded to both the front and back of the 
rims so that the hose will rest securely in 
the groove. 

Tim HierSy CGCS, 
Golf Course Superintendent 
Colliers Reserve 

If you look up the definition of "envi-
ronmental steward" in the dictionary, 
you would find Tim's picture. Tim has 
been a mentor to my environmental 
awareness. 

One of the things I have copied from 
Tim is the use of cordgrass (Spartinia 
bakeri) planted around the maintenance 
facility. 

The cordgrass has many advantages, it 
provided a good wildlife habitat, forms a 
low level wind break, eliminates the need 
for pesticides, fertilizers, irrigation and 
mowing. Eliminating mowing not only 
saves labor hours but conserves fuel, oil, 
etc.. 

Paul LatshaWy Sr. 
Golf Course Superintendenty 
Congressional Country Club 

Like many golf courses, Paul has an 
older maintenance facility. Paul was aware 
that he had a potential problem in the 
equipment wash area. He decided to bring 
his old site up to date since he is unable to 
currently build a new wash down area. 
The first step was to devise a way to 
capture solids/clippings. 

He constructed a sump with a re-
cessed lip and a stainless steel basket to fit 
in the sump. Once the grate is removed 
the basket can be pulled up with two 
handles. The bottom of the basket comes 
to a "V" and all four sides are stainless 
steel mesh. Using mesh sides decreases 
the weight of the basket making it easier 
to remove when it is full of clippings. 

Paul B. LatshaWy 
Golf Course Superintendent, 
Merion Golf Club 

When taking a tour of Paul's equip-
ment storage area I came across a unique 
item. Paul has designed a tow-behind 
trailer for his Toro Hydroject. The trailer 
eliminates the need for a second person, 
or for a vehicle. When the operator 
reaches his destination, the trailer is un-
hooked next to the quick coupler, the 
hose stretched out and the machine is 
ready to go. 



JeffHayden 

Frank McGhee 

Frank Cook 

John Baniak 

Brad Walters 

Glenn Zakany 

Alachua 
(904) 4 6 2 - 4 1 5 7 

Lakeland 
G o l f V e n t u r e s 

Tampa 
Helena Division 

Office 

Palmetto 
( 9 4 1 ) 7 2 2 - 3 2 5 3 

Wauchula 
( 9 4 1 ) 7 7 3 - 3 1 8 7 

Ft. Myers 
Gol f V e n t u r e s 

Immokalee 
( 9 4 1 ) 6 5 7 - 3 1 4 1 

Hastings 
(904) 692-3726 

Mt. Dora 
(904) 3 8 3 - 3 1 3 9 

Dundee 
( 9 4 1 ) 4 3 9 - 1 5 5 1 

Bob Schroeter 

Steve Sorrell 

Mel Hallack 

David Cheesman 

Ft. Pierce 
(407) 464-8660 

Walt McMahon 

Belle Glade 
(407) 996-6200 

Delray Beach 
(407) 499-0486 

Alex Kagnus 

Homestead 
(305) 245-0433 

2101 E. Edgewood Drive 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

(941) 665-5800 • (800) 330-8874 
Fax: (941) 667-0888 

2405 N. 71st Street 
Tampa, Florida 33619 

(813) 626-5121 
Fax: (813) 628-0437 

15864 Brothers Court, SE 
Fort Myers, Florida 33912 

(941 ) 481 -1358 • (800) 481 -8911 
Fax: (941) 481-6166 



The trailer is actually quite simple. A 
manual hose reel is mounted above the 
trailer to store the 3/4 inch hose. At-
tached to the side of the reel is the incom-
ing water line. This rests on the bed of the 
trailer with the quick coupler attached 
when not in use. There is storage space on 
the bed of the trailer for tools, filters or 
other items that might be needed. 

Paul and his staff have also built some 
very handy tool storage lockers. The lock-
ers are made of wood and are very roomy. 
On the side of the locker is a tool storage 
rack so that hand tools can be secured 
safely. 

There is also room for personal pro-
tection equipment and other small equip-
ment. Paul has found that by assigning 
each employee his/her own tools they 
take greater pride in them and are less 
likely to break or lose them. In the long 

An employee's individual 
small tool locker at the 
Merion Golf Club 

run the extra cost up front easily pays for 
itself. 

Conclusion 
It is often too easy to become wrapped 

up in the hustle and bustle of our very 
demanding jobs and not get out and visit 
our peers. While playing golf at other 
courses is one way of achieving this, it is 
cetainly not the only way. I am amazed at 
what you can learn from your fellow 
superintendents by taking a riding tour 
of their courses, or by just walking through 
their maintenance facilities. 

A wise person once told me some-
thing that made a lot of sense. He said, 
"The day you stop learning is the day you 
die!" 

Meetings and Conventions 
by Scott Bell 

The strength of an organization or 
association depends on the participation 
of its members. The same can said for the 
meetings and conventions put on by these 
groups. The need for good participation 
by superintendents is equal at all levels, 

REGAL 
CHEMICAL COMPANY 

P.O BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239 
1-800-621-5208 

From the Bermudagrass of the Coastal Plains to the 
Bluegrass of the Highlands . . . 

Unmatched Results! 
Nothing works better at preventing noxious weeds like 

goosegrass, crowfoot, crabgrass, spurge and dozens of others from 
JUST A SINGLE APPLICATION 


