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Now, the most important pin on
ISI° the one with the flag.

\' Imagine switching from 11-blade

reels for greens to 7-blade reels for

Greens King V.
Pull a pin.
Change a reel.

tees in about 30 seconds. Now
imagine doing it without tools.
Jacobsen’s new Greens King™ V, with its patented
FlashAttach™ system, lets you do just that. You can

also switch to verticut reels, spikers or even
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Jacobsen’s own QuickRoll™ greens rolling
system—just as quickly. Simply put, the
FlashAttach system saves time while increasing
productivity. And it’s just one of many innovative
improvements you'll find on the Greens King V.

Improvements that add a new level of operator hesca
TAMPA - (813) 621-3077
3RLANDO-(W7)29|-I7I7
JACKSONVILLE - (904) 448-8070

comfort, p|u> easier operation and maintenance.

any green _@

for a Greens King V demonstration today.

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURF,

JACOBSEN

KILPATRICK

TURF EQUIPMENT

NAPLES - (813) 333-8086
FT. LAUDERDALE - (305) 792-6005

Standard tilt wheel and power steering.

Fully enclosed engine for quieter, cleaner operation.
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Walk-through deck allows easy
entrance and exit from either side.

Standard halogen headlight
= - y  offers visibility at dusk and dawn.

Easy access to battery, radiator, coolant bottle,
air filter, hydraulic fill and fuel fill.

The patented FlashAttach system makes
Greens King V the most versatile machine around.
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GOLF IRRIGATION
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What do Pebble Beach products: Irrigation Control Systems—MAXI®V, PAR,
Golf Links®, Cypress Point MSC satellites—and The Freedom System™, our newest
Club, Muirfield Village, wireless technology; remote control valves, both self
Shinnecock Hills Golf Course cleaning and pressure regulating in brass or plastic;
and La Quinta-Mountain quick coupling valves; and your choice of DR impact
Course have in common? drive or EAGLE™ gear drive rotors.

Irrigation renovation by Rain In addition, Rain Bird won't leave you high and

Bird. In fact, five of the TOP TEN* golf
courses in the United States have
all upgraded their irrigation
systems in recent years with
state-of-the-art Rain Bird
irrigation products.

dry after the sale. Rain Bird's
Technical Service staff, along
with our worldwide network
of distributors, assures
you immediate after-sales
service and parts availability.

Whether you have a nine- =
hole country club course or a world-
class tournament course, you can achieve
excellent results by choosing Rain Bird irrigation products

for your renovation needs. p 3 B
Each course presented unique challenges. That’s AI” I R D ®
why at Rain Bird, we offer a complete range of irrigation GOLF IRRIGATION
ANA N
Reproduced by permission of Pebble Beach Company. N A BOYI“O" Pump &
* As rated by Golf Digest 1993. A Irrigaﬁon Supply

a 1-800-782-7399

Before you choose an irriga-
tion system, consider Rain Bird.

IT’S THE PRODUCT OF CHOICE.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Keep the

family

intact

Greg Plotner, CGCS
President
FGCSA

Over the next couple of months, an
important issue concerning chapter
affiliations with the GCSAA, will need
to be addressed by all local chapters of
the Florida Golf Course
Superintendents
Association. If the proposed
amendments to the GCSAA
by laws are accepted at the
Conference and Show in
Orlando this coming
February, each local chapter
will be asked to sign an
affiliation agreement no
later than January 1, 1997 in
order to be affiliated with
the GCSAA.

My personal opinion is
that all of the local chapters should
affiliate with the GCSAA. There are a
couple of good reasons why. At this
time, it does not look as if the GCSAA
would recognize local chapters if the
only affiliated chapter in the state is the
FGCSA. Therefore, all local chapters
would only have a voice in Florida and
all interaction with the GCSAA would
have to funnel through the state
association. As some chapters are very
active in local and national affairs, the
sensible choice is to affiliate.

Another important point is that the
GCSAA will allow only one delegate per
affiliated chapter to attend the Annual
September Chapter Relations Meeting
in Lawrence. With the FGCSA having
over 800 members, it is important to
have more than one representative at
this informative meeting. If all chapters
were to affiliate, we would be able to
send 10 delegates. If our only affiliated
chapter is the FGCSA, we would be able
to send only one delegate.

As President of the FGCSA, I have
taken a stand on the GCSAA affiliation
process. It is best, that the local chapters
in the state sign the agreement, upon its
approval in Orlando. However, I do not

want to see the destruction of the
FGCSA because of this. I want to
remind everyone that the very reason
the FGCSA was formed was to unify the
golf course superintendents in Florida
and give them a strong voice when it
came to national affairs. The FGCSA has
the largest voting block within the
GCSAA and is recognized nationally as
a strong and well organized association.
From our award winning magazine
“The Florida Green” to our own
research green, we have come a long
way in a few short years.

Something else everyone should keep
in mind is that the FGCSA has always
taken a pro-active role in finding ways
to support and improve our great
industry. Our contributions to research
funding and scholastic programs
continue to increase each and every
year. Many industrial leaders are teamed
with the FGCSA to ensure that these
funds and programs have the necessary
money and equipment it takes to keep
them in existence.

Most of all, the FGCSA has some truly
excellent superintendents throughout
the state. They give endless hours in
helping make others truly understand
and appreciate the profession of the golf
course superintendent and our all so
very important influences on the game
of golf.

Let’s keep our family, the Florida Golf
Course Superintendents Association,
intact. Let’s continue to be the proven
leaders that we are among our peers. We
should accept the affiliation agreement
with the GCSAA, but not at the expense
of our association, the FGCSA! The
current affiliation between the state and
the local chapters should not change.

In closing, may the love and happiness
of the Holiday Season be with you and
your families now and throughout the
New Year.

-
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Full season fertilizer-with no more
weeds. You know about Polyon®,
the controlled-release fertilizer that
gives a season’s worth of nutrients
with one application. Now Harrell's
custom blends Polyon® with
Ronstar”, the just-as-long lasting
pre-emergent herbicide that doesn’t
root prune.

Stronger, healthier turf and half
the work. Call today 1-800-282-8007

®

for details on how Polyon® Fertilizer

with Ronstar® can be your answer to

successful turf.

] ] FERTILIZER

e gud ceason fertlizer and herbicide you'be been counting on.
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makes the best grass even better.
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SPOTLIGHT

Billy Wright:

BY DAVID COURT, CGCS

It was back in 1978 when the South
Florida Chapter of the FGCSA consisted
of six counties: Dade, Broward, Palm
Beach, St. Lucie, Martinand Indian River.
At that time it was decided by several key
people that the association was too large
and needed to be divided into smaller
groups. Out of this came a new associa-
tion called Tri-County GCSA, and one
year later divided again into what is now
the Palm Beach GCSA.

Leading this change of action were
superintendents Bob Strait, George
Cavanaugh, Otto Schmeisser, Carl Smith,
Carl McKinney, Bill Kriegal and Billy
Wright. Billy, a member of the founding
board of directors, started out as the
treasurer and in the second year of its
existence became president of the newly-
formed association.

Billy has been in the golf business for
some time now. In fact, he was mowing
greens for summer work at the Peachtree
Golf Club before many of our current
superintendents were born. His career
was interrupted by Uncle Sam in 1967.
For two years he served as staff sergeant
in the First Infantry Division Rifle Com-
pany. While in Vietnam he earned the
Bronze Star, the Combat Infantry Badge,
and the Air Medal. Perhaps this is where
hedeveloped his expertise in bunker con-
struction.

Back in the states, the native Georgian
came to work as the superintendent of
Arvida’s Boca West Country Club, where
he constructed and maintained the first
two courses. In 1973 Billy headed a few
miles north to Delray Beach, where he
supervised the construction and mainte-
nance of Villa Del Ray Golf Club. In
1980, it was back to the now Arvida/
Disney Corporation at the Boca West
Club, this time as the Director of Golf
Courses and Landscape Operations.
From 1981 to 1985, Boca West was the
site of the nationally-televised Chrysler
Team Championship, a PGA event.

With the membership purchase of the
club, Billy has remained at Boca West.
He has taken the courses to their best
condition ever. As we know, greatleaders
have great people working under them,

President's Award
Winners: 1995

Mike Barger
Paul Frank

Billy Wright

and Billy is no exception. Karen Mital has
been his secretary for ten years. Augie
Montes, the head mechanic, has been in
his position for fifteen years, while Don
Kirk has served Billy since 1970 initially
asthelandscape superintendentand now
asshop foreman. Each of the four courses
at Boca West has its own superintendent.

In the event he should
ever want to leave the
turf business, Billy has
other interests. Billy can
also sell real estate, pilot
a single-engine aircraft
and captain 100-ton
vessels — and he has
the licenses to prove it

Scott Spara, Paul Housewright, Bill
Henderson and Andy Lemmel make up
the four who give the courses their indi-
vidual attention.

Over the years, Billy has had several
members of his staff go on to improve
their careers and become quite success-
ful. Mark Sigfried took a position with
Lesco, Steve LaFrance is the superinten-
dentatJacksonville’s Marsh Landing Golf
Club and Randy Waldron is the superin-
tendent at the Golf Club of Georgia, out-
side of Atlanta.

Construction has been the challenge
at Boca West over the past eight years.
They have regrassed greens on all four
courses, dug lakes, lengthened holes, and
completed other similar projects which

A Man of Many Talents

the large membership demands. Next
year’s project will be the reconstruction
of the entire #1 course. The club is cur-
rently under a $24 million facelift — at
that price you get the whole body, too.

In the event he should ever want to
leave the turf business, Billy has other
interests. Billy can also sell real estate,
pilot a single-engine aircraft and captain
100-ton vessels — and he has the licenses
to prove it! I don’t know where he found
the time to do all this, but I do know that
it makes all kinds of careers possible for
Billy. Perhaps he could sell intercoastal
real estate while being a captain on the
water taxi!

Billy Wright

Billy doesn’t usually take lunch breaks;
instead, he runs to keep in good physical
shape. His other pastime is fishing on his
boat, aptly named “Shin Splints.” Maybe
running has taken its toll after all.

Billy is a special person to all of us here
in Palm Beach County, as well as to his
many friends throughout Florida, Geor-
gia and Alabama. All the people I con-
tacted for this article have only great ad-
miration and respect for him. Congratu-
lations, Billy, on being a recipient of the
President’s Award. You deservedly join a
fine group of individuals who have re-
ceived this recognition.

THE FLORIDA GREEN
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Mole crickets. Fireants. Cutworms. Sod
webworms. Armywortns. Fleas. Chinch bugs. Wasps.
Who knows what they could eventually do to
your golf course? Exactly why you should protect
all of your greenery with OrRTHENE® Turf, Tree &
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Ornamental Spray. It's easy. It's economical. It controls
the broadest spectrum of tough turf pests. And best
of all, it’s a heck of a lot better than the
alternative. For more information, call 1-800-
89-VALENT. Professional ProducisTeam o YALENT

Now in easy-to-use Water Soluble Pouches. ;

Always reod ond follow label directions. © 1995 Volent U.S.A. Corp. ORTHENE is o registered trodemark of Monsanto (o,




SPOTLIGHT

Mark Jarrell receives Wreath Of Grass Award

BY DAVID BAILEY

The Florida Turfgrass Association
awarded the 1995 “Wreath of Grass” to
Mark Jarrell at the annual FTGA meeting
last October in Tampa, Florida. The
Wreath of Grass is the FTGA’s highest
honor.

Mark is affiliated with the Palm Beach
National Golf Club in Lake Worth. A
graduate of the University of Florida in
1973, Mark is one of the last students to
study turfgrass management under the
legendary Dr. G. C. Horn. Mark is one of
the avid Gator alumni that has enjoyed
success this fall on and off the football
field.

Mark has been an FTGA member and
office holder for over twenty years. He is
a past president of both the Palm Beach
GCSA and the Florida GCSA. He has
served on numerous IFAS and local
county agricultural councils. Mark has
been our journalism representative for
GOLFWEEK magazine for nearly ten
years. He currently serves as assistant
editor for The Florida Green magazine.

Mark has now received both of the
highest honors in the state from his pro-
fession. He received the Florida GCSA
“Distinguished Service Award” in 1988.

One of Mark’s closest friends and fel-
low superintendents said it best, “ Mark
is the ultimate behind the scenes leader.
When any group needs a worker, Mark is
there. We have all benefited from his
countless hours of work and dedication.
Every golfer in the state owes him a thank
you.”

Mark Jarrell leaves big footsteps for

others to follow. e

Tifton Physical Soil Testing Laboratory

® Testing All Materials for USGA Golf Green Construction.

Specializing in:

* Developing Putting Green Rootzone Mixtures that meet USGA Specifications.
® Recommending Topdressing and Bunker (Trap) Sands that meet USGA Specifications.
* Developing Sportsturf Rootzone Mixes with Optimum Physical Properties for Athletic Fields.

1412 Murray Avenue
Tifton, Georgia 31794

10

T. Powell Gaines
(912) 382-7292
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