
Full season f e r t i l i z e r - with no more 

weeds. You know about Polyon®, 

the controlled-release fertilizer that 

gives a season's worth of nutrients 

with one application. Now Harrell's 

custom blends Polyon® with 

Ronstar®, the just-as-long lasting 

pre-emergent herbicide that doesn't 

root prune. 

Stronger, healthier turf and half 

the work. Call today 1-800-282-8007 

for details on how Polyon® Fertilizer 

with Ronstar® can be your answer to 

successful turf. 

Polyon is a registered trademark of Pursell. Inc. 



S P O T L I G H T 

Golf tournament raises $45,000 
for environmental research 

The Seven Rivers Chapter hosted the 
fourth annual Envirotron Golf Classic 
on April 22, 1996 at World Woods Golf 
Resort and raised $45,000 for the 
Envirotron Research Equipment Fund. 
The four year total for the event has now 
reached $132,500. The Envirotron is a 
3,100 square-foot, state-of-the-art re-
search field laboratory, which opened in 
November 1993 on the University of 
Florida campus. Funding for this facility 
has been a joint effort of the Florida 
Turfgrass Association and the Florida 
Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion. 

Tou rnamen t organizer , Stuart 
Bozeman thanked the tournament spon-
sors for supporting the event and its asso-
ciated research projects. Bozeman offered 
special recognition to World Woods 
owner, Mr. Yukihisa Inoue and Director 
of Golf, Steve Hritsko for providing a 
host course since the inception of the 
event. 

"The staff and ownership at World 
Woods are the primary reason that this 
tournament has been so successful," 
Bozeman said. "Mr. Inoue's generosity 
and support reflects the kind of positive 
attitude that our industry needs to move 
forward in the field of research." 

Major sponsors included: $10,000 -
Chipco Choice Insect Control Systems; 
$2,500 - The Crowfoot Open, Southern 
Golf Products, the Central Florida Chap-
ter of the FGCSA, Terra/Asgrow FL/ 
Bayer. United Horticulture Supply/ 
Bayer/Pickseed, Golf Ventures/Lykes/ 
Helena/Ransomes; $1,000 - Bayer, 
Nucrane Machinery, Great Queens of 
America, AgrEvo USA Co., Zeneca Pro-
fessional Products, Greg Norman Turf, 
Harrelfs Fertilizer/Polyon, Ciba-Geigy, 
Wesco Turf, Barbaron Inc., Tresca and 

Jacobsen, Dow Elanco, Vigoro Ind. Inc., 
Eco-Soil Systems; $500 - E. R. Jahna In-
dustries, Florida Design Communities, 
Plantation Resort, KilpatrickTurf Equip-
ment, Golf Agronomics Supply and Han-

dling, Central Florida Turf, Seminole/ 
Marico fertilizer, Liquid Ag, Environ-
mental Golf, Inc., Gold Kist Inc., Lesco, 
Micro-Flo, ISS Golf Course Services, 
Green Releaf. 
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GCSAA NOTES... 
Help us stock our 

photo files! 
PUBLICATIONS — The publications and media relations/video 

services departments are looking for photos or slides of members on 
their courses. These pictures are often needed to accompany articles in 
Newsline and in Golf Course Management magazine, as well as to use in 
slide presentations. 

If you have any pictures depicting you and/or your staff performing 
various duties on the golf course, we would appreciate your donating 
them for our stock photo files. Please be sure to label the individuals, 
the course and the action or event taking place. 

Also, remember that GCSAA strives to represent its members in a 
professional manner. We prefer not to use photos of superintendents 
in jeans, T-shirts or shorts; or wearing hats indoors, or shirts or hats 
that prominently display a company's logo. Hats worn outside, with 
your course's logo or the GCSAA logo, are acceptable. 

The most useful pictures show superintendents in various aspects of 
their jobs, such as personnel training, irrigation, aerification, environ-
mental preservation, group tours, tree and ornamentals care, wildlife 
conservation, business and financial planning, soil testing, renovations 
and any other duties that depict the superintendent's profession. 

Please send photo donations to Christina Slape, Newsline editor, 
GCSAA, 1421 Research Park Drive, Lawrence, KS 66049-3859. 

~ ~ ' "V 
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The Natural Solution 

Agri-Gro of Florida, Inc. introduces Turf Formula, 
"The Natural Solution" for quality Turf grass maintenance. 
Florida golf course superintendents are experiencing the 
following benefits of Turf Formula: 

1. Increased Soil Microbial Activity 
2. Increased Root Mass and Root Penetration 
3. Helps Eliminate Algae on Greens 
4. Increased Aerobic Bacteria, a Natural Predator to 

Nematode Eggs 
5. Increased Water Penetration and Percolation 
6. Aids in the Decomposition of Thatch 

Turf Formula is a non-toxic and environmentally safe product 
which contains stabilized micro-organisms from the following 
genera: Azotobacter, Bacillus and Clostridium. 

Turf Formula is a premium soil amendment and bio-catalyst with 
a four year shelf life. 

For information and product availability: 

GOLF VENTURES 
2101 East Edgewood Dr. 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

UNITED HORTICULTURAL SUPPLY VAN WATERS & ROGERS, INC. 
3632 Queen Palm Dr., Suite 306 4240 L.B. McLeod Rd. 

Tampa, Florida 33619 
4240 L.B. McLeod Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 32811 

LIQUID AG SYSTEMS, INC. 
5610 N.W. 12th Ave. Suite 211 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 

1-800-330-8874 
(813) 665-5800 

Fax (813) 667-0888 

1-800-457- 0415 
(813) 628-0496 

Fax (813) 664-0371 

1-800-826-2611 
(407) 843-2611 

Fax (407) 649-8433 

1-800-884-6942 
1-305 -776-2288 

Fax (305) 776-6942 



All the Assurance 

S C I M I T A R ® G C . 

A N INSECTICIDE Y O U CAN TRUST. 

/ \ s a course superintendent, you 

J L have responsibilities and challenges 

that seem to pull you in a lot of different direc-

tions every day. In the middle of your hectic 

work schedule, you would like assurance that 

your grounds are getting the best care possible. 

When it comes to turf pest management, 

SCIMITAR GC gives you all the assurance 

you need. You can trust SCIMITAR GC 

Insecticide to give you the control you require 

on your grounds and the confidence you 

demand for your golfers. 

SCIMITAR GC, based on advanced pyrethroid 

technology, provides turf managers with a 

unique tool that works hard against insect pests. 

SCIMITAR GC is specially formulated for 

golf courses, delivering both fast-action and 

extended-release control at incredibly low use 

rates. It goes after a variety of turf and orna-

mental insects, even the really tough ones like 

chinch bugs, mole crickets and sod webworms. 

It never bothers your golfers and grounds 

maintenance crew with an annoying odor. 

For unbeatable insect control and optimal 

confidence, trust SCIMITAR GC on your 

grounds. It's all the assurance you need. 



Y o u l Need. 

For more information, contact 

your Zeneca représentative, or 

call 1-800-759-2500. 



SPOTLIGHT: FLORIDA TOUR 

Tom Trammell, CGCS, Metrowest's Course Superintendent, stimps the 15th green as part of his crew works on the fairway and tee boxes. 

Pot bunkers, storms and other 
challenges preparing for 
tournament play 
BY CAROL BARFIELD 

It was around midnight this past 
March when Tom Trammell, CGCS, 
knew for sure he had trouble on his hands. 

The rain had been coming down in 
sheets for hours and now, as he rolled 
over in bed and checked the clock, it was 
showing no sign of letting up. 

What the seasoned gold course super-
intendent knew for sure was this: His 
challenge to prepare MetroWest Golf 
Course for one of the club's largest and 
most attended events of the year had just 

increased substantially as more than four 
inches of rain deluged the course in one 
night. 

With the Celebrity Golf Association 
event just days away, the 86 bunkers that 
dot the course would not be pretty come 
dawn, to say the least. 

"The rain? Yeah, it totaled some of our 
bunkers," Trammell said with a smile. 
"MetroWest has some wonderful hills on 
the course, but when the heavy rains ran 
off those hills into nearby bunkers, it 

washed a few of them out. We had about 
30 to 40 hours of extra work ahead of us 
to put it back into condition before our 
players and guests arrived. So we just got 
going. We rebuilt some faces and we had 
to resod bunkers lips," he explained. 

Rebuilding parts of a golf course was 
not on Tom's list of things to do to pre-
pare the course for a tour event, but he 
says that's just the point. "You have to 
stay on top of what you know is coming, 
because in this business there are just too 
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Southern offers the largest 
selection of flag color 
combinations in the business. 
Design your own plain, custom 
embroidered, or custom screen 
printed flag or choose one of our 
patterns. You will be impressed 
with our quality and 
craftsmanship and pleased 
with the cost. 

Included in our wide selection 
is yet another innovation by 

Custom 
Checker 
Pattern 

/ 
Surveyor 
Stripe Stick 

1/2" Straight 
or 3/4" 

Tapered Stick 

Machined 
Aluminum 

Ferrule & Tip 

Southern for 
the golf course 
industry. We have 
developed a very unique 
and practical approach to the 
old three color flag system. 
Now you can use patterns and 
colors to show the position of 
the flagstick on the green. The 
flag sections are sewn together 
for extra strength and they will 
last much longer than we want 
them to!! 

Add our exclusive Surveyor 
Stripe flagstick and your course 
will be displaying one of the 
hottest combinations around! 

Call 1-800-233-3853 today 
and discover why Southern 
flags are pulling away from 
the competition. 

These are just a few of the 
patterns available-or choose to 
design your own custom flag. 

Front of green 
Wisu/eutf* 

Pattern 

tSchu/Aasnfit&ri/ 

Pattern 

Pattern 

^VetCh Gct&t/ey 

Pattern 

Pattern 

SOUTHERN GOLF PRODUCTS 
297 Dividend Drive • Peachtree City, GA 30269 • 1-800-233-3853 • Fax 1-800-277-7701 

SOUTHERN 
GOLF PRODUCTS 
UNIFORMS • APPAREL 



SPOTLIGHT: FLORIDA TOUR 

many unknowns." 
Getting MetroWest's 220 acres of 

Robert Trent Jones Sr.-designed course 
ready for the CGA event included put-
ting up show fences and more than 12 
miles of ropes, posting hole signage, erect-
ing leader boards, and a host of other last 
minute necessities. The roping of the 
course may have been the most obvious 
change, but behind the scenes work on 
the greens, tees and fairways had been 
going on for some time. 

Jim Karvellas, Commissioner of the 
CGA, said his staff had been meeting with 
Tom for more than a month, identifying 
course conditions that needed improve-
ment and watching Tom coax and nur-
ture Mother Nature along. 

"We are always striving to keep our 
greens in top shape," Trammell stated. 
"In this case, as we approached a transi-
tion period, we were working to keep the 
winter grass with us." 

Their special attention paid off, for 
when a host of celebrities, media and fans 
came together on the course March 21, 
the course's eighteen varied splashes of 
emerald green were well appreciated. 

"The players commented very posi-
tively on the greens," explained Karvellas. 
"These are golfers and celebrities, so they 
have the opportunity to play the world's 
finest courses. They openly said that 
Metro West had some of the best winter 
greens they had seen all season." 

And just how fast were the greens to be 
cut for the CGA event? "The tournament 
organizers wanted them a bit faster than 
we normally keep them," Tom said. While 
regular members and guests find the 
course greens running at 8 or higher, the 
Metro West maintenance team was asked 
to have the greens stimping between 10.4 
and 10.5. 

With the day's events beginning early 
each day, Tom was faced with the chal-
lenge of having the course prepared for 
play with first sun. Metro West's 50 acres 
of fairways posed a particular challenge, 
which the crew met with an unconven-
tional solution. "Yes, we worked at night," 
Tom recalled, laughing. How? "We had 
infrared sunglasses. . ." he attempts be-
fore a shy grin emerges. "With flood-
lights on the equipment, you can mow in 

the middle of the night." 
The fairways, it turned out, were also 

well praised during the CGA event. Tom 
explained, "At Metro West our fairways 
are seeded at a very high rate, then cut 
lower than three-eights of an inch." 

The result on this one? Tournament 
players said they found MetroWest to 
have some of the truest fairways playing 
conditions they have ever seen. 

Trammell admits that creating tour-
nament playing conditions demands gru-
eling hours and team commitment. It 
also takes a blend of scientific and cre-
ative problem-solving related to turf 
growth and maintenance. Yet the Florida 
native was all smiles as he recalled the 
event. "We loved it. It is a great motivator 
to have a challenge such as this. Our staff 
really came through," Trammell said. 

And what about Karvellas and his CGA 
event? "We've held our Central Florida 
tournament at MetroWest for two years 
now and our players love it here. We 
consider MetroWest our Central Florida 
home, and we're looking forward to com-
ing back," he added. 

Those words will be music to one 
course superintendent's ears. 

Editor's Note: Last year 
we did a series on the 
traditional LPGA, PGA 
and PGA Senior Tour 
sites. With the popular 
growth of the Celebrity 
Golf Association it 
seemed only fitting to run 
this story submitted by 
freelance writer, Carol 
Barfieldy to complete the 
picture. MetroWest was 
also one of the courses 
played in the GCSAA 
Golf Championships this 
past Lebruary. 
CongratulationSy Tom! 

Turf 
hp • • 

Trivia 
Temperature 
Modification 

All plants play an impor-
tant role in controlling climate. 
Turfgrasses are among the best 
exterior solar radiation con-
trol ground covers because of 
their capacity to efficiently in-
tercept solar radiation. 

Since turfgrasses effectively 
cover the ground surface, little 
radiation is lost or not utilized 
— and each blade of grass acts 
as an evaporative cooler. An 
acre of turf on a summer day 
will lose about 2,400 gallons of 
water th rough evaporat ion 
and transpiration to the at-
mosphere, which can dissipate 
approximately 50 percent of 
the sun's heat. 

When the temperature of 
the sidewalk or street is well 
over 100 F, the temperature at 
the surface of turfgrass areas 
will remain around 75 F. It has 
been estimated that on a block 
of eight average houses, front 
lawns have the cooling effect 
of about 70 tones of air condi-
tioning (the average home-size 
central-air unit has a three- to 
four-ton capacity). 
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Have what 
you need, when 
you need it, without the expense of a large 
inventory. It's easy. Make Terra Professional 
Products your single, convenient source for 
insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, adjuvants, 
fertilizers, micronutrients, turfseed and much 
more. Choose from a line-up that includes 
major brands as well as our own high-quality 
line of Terra Professional Products. All it takes 

is a phone call. You'll get the products and 
service you want and the agronomic advice, 
technical support and product information 
you need. For your 
nearest sales and 
service location, 
talk to Terra at 
1-800-831-1002. 

Terra 
ASGROW 

FLORIDA 

4144 Paul Buchman Highway 
Plant City, Florida 33565 
(813) 752-1177 



HEADS UP 

The purpose of this association shall be... 
BY ROBERT KLITZ, CGCS 

Article II, Section IB of the South 
Florida Golf Course Superintendent's 
Association Bylaws states that, "The pur-
pose of this Association shall be to im-
prove the position of the Golf Course 
Superintendent by providing a coopera-
tive effort to collect, disseminate, and 
preserve scientific and practical knowl-
edge for the more efficient and economi-
cal maintenance of Golf Courses in South 
Florida." 

On a cold and windy January day in 
Coral Springs this cooperative effort by 
South Florida superintendents was dis-
played at the new Tournament Player's 
Club at Heron Bay. Chuck Green, super-
intendent at the new Mark McCumber-
designed layout, had invited some area 
superintendents out to view the new prop-
erty and offer their comments and sug-
gestions. The superintendents who vis-
ited were current SFGCSA President Dale 
Kuehner, CGCS, from Colony West; Bill 
McKee from Oak Tree CC; Steve Kuhn 
from High Ridge CC; Ed Miller from 
Williams Island CC; and myself, repre-
senting Deer Creek. 

One of Chuck's biggest challenges dur-
ing last summer's construction was the 
excessive rainfall, totaling more than 90 
inches, which coupled with difficult soil 
conditions to create a tough construc-
tion situation. In mid-January Chuck's 
last significant challenges included scrap-
ing the organic material out of the bun-
kers and trucking in more bunker sand, 
and the planting and renovation of many 
landscaped areas. 

Chuck started working at Heron Bay 
in April 1995. Chuck's assistant, Deanna 
McAtamney, had worked with Chuck for 
several years at TPC at Eagle Trace before 
moving up the street to Heron Bay. 

The TPC at Heron Bay includes 
195,000 square feet of Tifdwarf greens, 
390,000 square feet of tees, approximately 
45 acres of 419 fairways, and over 16 acres 
of sand bunkers. The 45-acre practice 
facility includes 16 acres of fairways and 
a 120,000-square foot practice tee. Total 
acreage of 419 bermudagrass is 215. In 

1997 a 400-room hotel and conference 
center will be opening adjacent to the golf 
course. The golf course maintenance fa-
cility is currently in a renovated farmer's 
maintenance building. The new mainte-
nance facility will be built adjacent to the 
second hole in the fall of 1996. 

The anticipated opening of the new 
TPC at Heron Bay is scheduled for May 
1996. 

During our visit the course was recov-
ering well from the extended periods of 
cold weather we experienced this past 
winter. The fairways, tees and rough were 
in playable condition with good color 
and turf density. Several suggestions were 
made concerning the greens conditions 
in relation to rolling and Hydroject 
aerification. The discussions concentrat-
ing on greens grow-in practices were par-
ticularly interesting considering the num-
ber of years of construction experience 
that were onsite at that moment. 

This informal meeting of area super-
intendents provided an excellent oppor-
tunity for me to document the spirit of 
the SFGCSA. We are j ust a group of people 
who share the same interests, responsi-
bilities and challenges but have been able 
to keep developing relationships in our 
area to help each other through some of 

Dale Kuehner, CGCS, Ed Miller, Steve Kuhn, 
Bill Mckee and host superintendent, Chuck 
Green (left to right) discuss grow-in progress 
and problems at The TPC at Heron Bay. 
Photo by Bob Klitz, CGCS. 

our more challenging situations. Bill 
McKee, Ed Miller, Mark Richard, CGCS, 
and Carlos McKeon are just a few of our 
members who have called on each other 
to help in times of need and received 
support from their fellow members. If 
you are not doing this in your chapter 
now, give it a try. You will probably ben-
efit as much from the experience as the 
superintendent you go to visit. ^ 

What's important to employees? 
A survey was made of a cross-section of 25,000 employees from the U.S. industry and 
government organizations. They were asked to list and rank the items that they would like 
to have more of in their work. The items were ranked from 1 (most important) to 10 (least 
important) by these employees. The first ten items are shown below in random order. Please 
rank them the way Y O U think the employees ranked them. (The survey was conducted a 
second time using different employees from different locations and the results came out the 
same both times.) Editor's Note: The employee rankings can be found on page 74. 

YOUR 
RANKING 

EMPLOYEE 
RANKING 

Understanding and help on the job with personal problems. 

Promotion and growth. 

Full appreciation of work well done. 

Job security. 

Higher wages. 

Feeling "in" on things at work. 

Tactful discipline. 

Better working conditions. 

Loyalty to fellow employees. 

Interesting work. 
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