
Its good looks and major components have 
something io common. They're easy to see. 

Even when it's not dressed up, 

Jacobsen's new Tri-King™ triplex trim 

mower looks great. But don't take our word for it. 

Tilt the top fender and grill out of the way, and lift 

off the air intake cover. When you do, you'll see 

just how easy the Tri-King is to maintain. It's also 

easy to operate with responsive power steering, 

automatic 3-wheel drive, powerful 18 hp gas or 

19 hp diesel engines and the comfortable, new 

easy-on/easy-off operator's area. You'll get the 

highest quality of cut, and a choice of 72" or 84" 

cutting widths with 5-, 7- or 10-blade reels. For 

precise cutting around traps and flower beds, the 

84" model features a generous 10" overhang. 

KILPATRICK 
TURF EQUIPMENT 

NAPLES -(813) 333-8086 

FT. LAUDERDALE - (305) 792-6005 

A wide stance provides solid stability. Plus, you 

can switch from fixed to floating reels by removing 

a single bolt. Ask your Jacobsen distributor for a 

demonstration today, or call 1-800-727-JAKE. 

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURF. 

/letccu 

TEXTRON 
Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc. 
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TAMPA-(813) 621-3077 
' ORLANDO-(407) 291-1717 

JACKSONVILLE - (904) 448-8070 
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RA/N^BIRD 
G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

Keeping the golf world greener.™ 

Renovation by Rain Bird 
What do Pebble Beach 

Golf Links®, Cypress Point 
Club, Muirfield Village, 
Shinnecock Hills Golf Course 

R and La Quinta-Mountain 
Course have in common? 
Irrigation renovation by Rain 

Bird. In fact, five of the TOP TEN* golf 
courses in the United States have 
all upgraded their irrigation 
systems in recent years with 
state-of-the-art Rain Bird 
irrigation products. 

Whether you have a nine-
hole country club course or a world 
class tournament course, you can achieve 
excellent results by choosing Rain Bird irrigation products 
for your renovation needs. 

Each course presented unique challenges. That's 
why at Rain Bird, we offer a complete range of irrigation 

Reproduced by permission of Pebble Beach Company. 
• As rated by Golf Digest 1993. 

products: Irrigation Control Systems— MAXI® V, PAR, 
MSC satellites—and The Freedom System™, our newest 
wireless technology; remote control valves, both self 
cleaning and pressure regulating in brass or plastic; 
quick coupling valves; and your choice of DR impact 
drive or EAGLE™ gear drive rotors. 

In addition, Rain Bird won't leave you high and 
dry after the sale. Rain Bird's 

Technical Service staff, along 
with our worldwide network 
of distributors, assures 
you immediate after-sales 

service and parts availability. 

Before you choose an irriga-
tion system, consider Rain Bird. 

IT'S THE PRODUCT OF CHOICE. 

RAIN^BIRD, 
G O L F I R R I G A T I O N 

Boynton Pump & 
Irrigation Supply 

1-800-782-7399 
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FOREWORDS PRESIDENT S MESSAGE 6 

In his farewell message President Greg Plotner, CGCS, urges the association to 
strengthen its ties with the Florida Turfgrass Association and he asks all superinten-
dents to pick an issue and get involved with the appropiate committee on the FGCSA 
or FTGA.. 

SPOTLIGHT POA & ENVIROTRON CLASSICS, USGA CONFERENCES 10 

Joel Jackson and Kevin Downing took part in the media day opening of the PGA Club 
at the Reserve on the way to the Poa, which offered lots of golf and education with 
its unbeatable sunsets. Seven Rivers Chapter raised $45,000 for the Envirotron at its 
annual one-day tournament. Metro West GC joins Florida Tour. 

HEADS UP THE PURPOSE OF THIS ASSOCIATION SHALL BE 3 0 

Being able to call upon your peers for advice and consultation is one of the major 
benefits of belonging to the FGCSA. What do you think is important to your 
employees? Their answers might surprise you. 

COVER STORY IT TAKES A VILLAGE 32 

The Hamlet is a modern village on ancient sand dunes in western Delray Beach. 
Superintendent Robin Goodell and his Greens Committee spent a long time 
selecting the right turf and technique for replanting their 22-year-old greens. 

HANDS ON GROWTH REGULATORS AND OVERSEEDING 45 

Six superintendents reveal their plans and programs for 1996. 

RESEARCH DNA AND BERMUDAGRASS, BIOSTIMULANTS 50 

Much work remains to be done, but DNA testing should prove useful in the battle 
against contaminated greens. Warm-season grasses do not respond to biostimulants 
as well as cool-season grasses. 

STEWARDSHIP HOLE IN THE WALL CASE STUDY, AUDUBON PROGRAMS 7 0 
Hole in the Wall Golf Club in Naples is a classic case study in long-term commitment 
to environmental stewardship. 

AFTERWORDS DISASTER RECOVERY, WAHLIN, JARRELL, JACKSON 78 

Jeff Ball's journal describes the miraculous recovery of Panama Country Club from 
Hurricane Opal. Scott Wahlin talks about getting fired; Mark Jarrell discusses the 
University of Florida's turf program; Joel Jackson has some thoughts on delaying 
what Scott says is inevitable. 

About the use of trade names: The use of trade names in this magazine is solely for the 
purpose of providing specific information and does not imply endorsement of the products 
named nor discrimination against similar unnamed products.lt is the responsibility of the 
user to determine that product use is consistent with the directions on the label. 
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POISONING 
T H E Q U E E N IS N O T 

T H E A N S W E R . 
B IRTH C ONTROL IS. 



Every day, the queen 

gives birth to 200 turf-damaging, 

body-stinging, juvenile delin-

quents. That's 73,000 fire ants 

a year. And insecticides aren't 

guaranteed to stop her. 

That's because con-

ventional insecticides kill the 

worker ants before they can 

feed it to the queen, creating 

an alarm to relocate 

the mound. 

But Award® 

is an insect 

growth regulator 

that sterilizes 

the queen. Like birth control. 

After workers feed Award to 

the queen, she can't give birth 

to new ants, and before long 

the mound collapses. 

For more details, 

call 1-800-395-TURF. 

And stop the fire ant 

lifecycle with Award. Before 

Her Royal Highness sends you 

73,000 birth announcements. 



FOREWORDS 

What a 
great 
world we 
live in! 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

Greg Plotner, CGCS 
President 
FGCSA 

By the time you read this article, my term as 
president of the Florida Golf Course 
Superintendents Association will have come to 
an end. I cannot begin to tell you how proud I 
am to have served this past year as the leader of 

what is truly a great organization. 
The correspondence throughout 
my term with other people in 
and out of industry sector proves 
that there is a great deal of 
respect for the FGCSA, and these 
relationships must continue to 
grow and nurture. I leave office 
knowing that Dale Kuehner, 
CGCS, will continue to enhance 
these relationships and do a fine 
job as President for this 
upcoming year. Dale, I wish you 
great success during your term. 

There are a couple of thoughts 
that I would like to leave with all 

of you. First, the relationship between the 
FGCSA and the FTGA needs to be strengthened. 
A friendship exists between the two associations, 
and some common interests and strategies are in 
place, but overall our alliance can greatly 
improve. Too many times independent actions 
are being discussed and finalized without the 
other organization being actively involved in the 
decision process. Joint committee work will 
solve this problem. It has been discussed before 
between the two groups, and now it is time to 
implement this idea. 

Also, there are currently some 
superintendents out there questioning the FTGA 
on actions the association has taken recently. I 
want to ask those superintendents who withhold 
their support for the FTGA if they really know 
and understand what happened in the past, why 
changes were made within their association, and 
what the mission of the FTGA is at this time. If 
you do not know these answers, ask an FTGA 
board member and stop criticizing their 
association. The "hearsay" stories on the the 
street need to stop. Join an FTGA committee 
and air a voice instead of spreading ill-mannered 
comments that have no merit. 

Along these same lines, our association needs 
more interaction on FGCSA committees. This 
past year participation in committee work was 
disappointing. As much talent as there is among 
the superintendents in this state, our committee 
work should net a lot of positive results. 
Decisions are to be made in committee with 
recommendations from the committee coming 
to the board for board approval. This is not 
happening, folks! The FGCSA needs more 
participation from its members. 

The issues that the FGCSA is dealing with 
today sets the tone for our future as 
superintendents as well as others entering the 
field. These issues, such as water conservation, 
water quality, environmental regulations, 
product analysis, cultural practices, education, 
turf studies, scholastic awards and public 
relations are just a few of the many issues that 
the FGCSA is actively involved in. And there are 
more — many more — issues that demand our 
attention. To continue to be the leaders that we 
are, it is imperative that the FGCSA find a way 
to address these concerns. Proactive, not 
reactive, is the manner in which our association 
needs to operate. Increased participation from 
our membership will ensure that the FGCSA 
remains proactive. I would hope everyone 
agrees. 

In closing, I will say one thing. What a year! 
Thanks go to everyone who supported me 
through a year that had some bizarre twists to it 
at times. I am a firm believer that everything 
happens for a reason, and this belief was 
definitely applied to a few situations that 
occurred during the year. One of those 
situations led to my new position with 
International Golf Management. The 
responsibilities that I have with IGM allow me 
to remain a Certified Golf Course 
Superintendent. They will also allow me to do 
something else that I will truly love doing, and 
that is assisting other superintendents in their 
professional development. My father was an 
educator for many years, and I guess a part of 
me has always wanted to be one, too. What a 
great world in which we live! 
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Graduated With Honors 
From Over 25 Prestigious 

Universities 

0 X 3 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 

T H E PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 

T H E OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

VIRGINIA POLY T E C H N I C INSTITUTE 

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

T E X A S A & M UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH 

hy do competitive fertilizers "go to school" on Par Ex® with IBDU® 
slow release nitrogen? Maybe it's 
because IBDU®'s been passing 

the test at major universities for more 
than 20 years. 

Not just in controlled laboratory experiments. 
In actual field testing. On all types of turf. 
Under every conceivable combination of soil 
and weather conditions. 

Par Ex® earns straight A's when it comes 
to performance: 
• Steady, continuous feeding to the root zone 
• Extra staying power for fewer applications 
• Primarily unfazed by temperature, 

moisture extremes 
• Uniform turf growth for reduced mowing, 

labor costs 
• Unmatched for late season applications 

To study up on Par Ex®, 
call us at 1-800-282-9588. 
We'll show you how to get an 
advanced degree of IBDU® slow 
release nitrogen for your turf. 

PAR EX®GIVES YOUR TURF AN ADVANCED DEGREE 
OF SLOW-RELEASE NITROGEN 



H E R E . T H E R E . E V E R Y W H E R E 

HOW'S THAT FOR APPLICATION GUIDELINES? 



Milorganite 

O n greens. O n tees. O n fairways, roughs, flower beds, transplants 

— even in your divot mix. Milorganite delivers outstanding results for 

a uniform playing surface. N o other fertilizer is easier on plants or 

simpler to use. Milorganite's slow release, organic nutrients won't 

burn or cause a flush of growth. Plus, it's high in 

micronutrients such as iron to promote dense, vigorous turf. 

A n d Milorganite resists leaching, for a sound environmental 

profile. So call your distributor today, or call Milorganite's 

turf professionals direct at 1-800-304-6204. It's easy. 



SPOTLIGHT 

A funny thing 
happened on the 
way to The Poa 

Rick Wise, CGCS wears many hats and almost as many 
logos(PGA of America, PGA Club at the Reserve and 
GCSAA) for the PGA of America golf complex in St. 
Lucie, Florida. Photo by Joel Jackson. 

From left, Joel Jackson and Kevin 
Downing representing The Florida 
Green join Mike Graham and George 
Cogsdellfrom the Fort Pierce 
newspaper at the media day for the 
opening of the PGA Reserve's South 
Course. Photo courtesy of the PGA of 
America. 

BY JOEL D. JACKSON, CGCS 
Two weeks before the Poa Annua Clas-

sic, I received a call from Sherry Major, 
Public Relations Manager for the PGA of 
America. A copy of the latest Florida 
Green had just crossed her desk, and she 
called to see if The Florida Green would 
like to send a couple of folks to partici-
pate in the media day being held for the 
grand opening of the South Course of the 
new PGA Club at the Reserve. I had read 
an article in Golf Course News about this 
new venture and how the superinten-
dent, Rick Wise, CGCS wore three logos 
on his golf shirt (GCSAA, PGA of America 
and The PGA Club) signifying the unity 
of purpose of this new operation. I was 
very interested in talking to him and 
seeing the new course. A few phone calls 
later and I had drafted Kevin Downing, 
CGCS, from nearby Willoughby GC in 
Stuart as my playing partner. Since the 
event was just one day ahead of my 
planned departure for the Poa, I took an 
extra day's leave and headed south. 

I found that sleepy, laid back St. Lucie, 
Florida has just been put on the golf map 
for good! The PGA of America has moved 
into town, purchased the St. Lucie West 
course and has just developed a 36 hole 

complex at the Reserve based on the Fazio 
Design Group's imagination. Tom, Jan 
Beljan and Steve Masiak have dreamed 
up a Carolina/Florida one-two punch 
that will test your skill and please your 
eye. The rolling, piney Carolina-look 
North Course with undulating greens 
stresses the short game while the coastal, 
marshy, wetland South Course requires 
more attention to driving and approach 
strategies. 

The goal of PGA Properties, Inc. is to 
develop a chain of courses across the 
country that will provide public access 
golf to top notch golf courses at afford-
able prices. The PGA Club's rates for this 
year were $49 during the winter and $25 
for the summer with even more specials 
for late afternoon and junior golfers. This 
first venture has been challenging and 
rewarding for all concerned, and espe-
cially from our perspective for Rick Wise, 
CGCS Turf Operations Manager. 

Wise has been busy sprucing up the 
recently acquired St. Lucie West course 
just one mile east of the new PGA Club 
and overseeing construction and grow-
in of the new 36 hole complex. Wise was 
assisted in this monumental task by: Su-

perintendents, Barry Lezark at The PGA 
Club and Mike Vannoy at St. Lucie West; 
Assistant Superintendent Clay Marshall 
at The PGA Club; Shop Manager Brian 
Layle, Irrigation Tech Stephan Deek, IPM 
Tech Mike Adams and Administrative 
Assistant Jackie Harris. 

Wise said, "People have been looking 
at me this past year and a half, shaking 
their heads and asking if I was crazy! We 
started construction on the North Course 
in late '94 and got shutdown by bad 
weather in January 1995. We finally 
started planting in June of '95 and we 
replanted and we replanted while trying 
to start construction on the South Course. 
You know what kind of summer we had! 
We finished planting the South Course 
in November of '95 and there was much 
discussion of the pro's and con's about 
trying to overseed so we could open this 
winter. Realizing we would likely have to 
deal with a rough first year grow-in tran-
sition and keep explaining why the con-
dition of the South Course was so far 
behind the North, the PGA agreed it was 
better to complete the bermuda grow-in 
and postpone opening till now. They bit 
the bullet and it has paid off in a much 
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