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Don’t Play
With

People’s

Lives

I have desperately tried to understand the
golfer and golf course owner point of view in
regards to golf course maintenance. However, to
borrow from Hollywood, I'm
mad as hell and I'm not going
to take it anymore. Now,
you're probably thinking the
person writing this is a golf
course superintendent. No, |
am an associate professor of
turfgrass pathology with the
University of Florida at the
Fort Lauderdale Research and
Education Center. I work very
closely with the golf course
superintendents trying to
make sure golfers have the best
possible conditions for playing
golf. What happens to them affects me also,
personally and professionally.

So what has me all fired up? I can no longer
tolerate the way superintendents are treated
when the weather takes a turn for the worse.
Superintendents all over southern Florida have
either lost their jobs or are afraid they will in the
next few weeks. Why? Because we have had
abnormally high rainfall. Naples has had over 42
inches since August 1. Many communities in
Palm Beach County are flooded today, thanks to
12 inches of rainfall in 24 hours.
Superintendents in Illinois and Indiana have
been under the same pressure. Why? Too much
rain in the spring followed by a drought and
excessive heat during the summer. And then the
golfer or owner has the nerve to ask why the
greens don’t look perfect. How would you feel if
someone kept beating you up all the time?

Growing plants is a risky business. Ask any
farmer! Farmers in Illinois are harvesting poor
crops of corn and soybeans this year due to the
bad weather. My father has farmed in that area
all his life. Even with all his experience, he could
not change the crop yield because he could not
alter the weather. He doesn’t like it, but he
accepts it. The citrus crop in Florida failed a
number of years in the 1980s because of severe
freezes. Again, the farmers live with that because
they could not change the weather. Why do
golfers and owners think that superintendents

can change the weather? Superintendents are
great managers, but even they can’t control
Mother Nature. Why can’t golfers understand
this? The only explanation I have is they must
all have green thumbs with beautiful gardens
that are perfect. Right — and I still believe in
the Tooth Fairy!

Golf course superintendents are professionals
who know what to do if the golfer will allow
them to use their knowledge and skills. Golfers
complain if the greens are slow because the
superintendent has raised the height of cut. The
height of cut is increased because that is the very
first thing that professionals like myself
recommend. We have the proof to demonstrate
that this is the most effective method for
preventing serious long-term damage to the
green. There is no such thing as perfect greens
365 days a year. It simply cannot be done, no
matter how much money you have. You can’t
change the physiology of the plant.

Let me use southern Florida as an example.
Southern Florida is in a subtropical climate.
This means we have extensive rainfall in the
summer and fall (corresponding with the
hurricane season). During the rainy season, we
not only have extensive periods of rainfall but
also many days without adequate sunshine for
bermudagrass growth. Bermudagrass in not a
shade-loving plant. In fact, under low light
intensity, bermudagrass actually changes the
way it grows in that it puts most of its energy
into its leaves and stolons and little into its root
system. Plants don’t survive very well without
an extensive root system. So as the summer and
fall progress, the root system becomes more and
more shallow. The only thing keeping the plant
alive are the green leaves. If those leaves are
continually cut too short, then you further
reduce the plant’s ability to survive.

What is the appropriate height for
bermudagrass? Let me answer this question
from a historical perspective. The bermudagrass
cultivars used today on putting greens are
Tifgreen and Tifdwarf. They were developed 30
years ago. At the time they were selected, 1/4
inch was considered a very low height of cut.
We have proven year after year here at the
research center that Tifgreen cannot be
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Full season fertilizer-with no more
weeds. You know about Polyon®,
the controlled-release fertilizer that
gives a season’'s worth of nutrients
with one application. Now Harrell's
custom blends Polyon® with
Ronstar®, the just-as-long lasting
pre-emergent herbicide that doesn’t
root prune.

Stronger, healthier turf and half
the work. Call today 1-800-282-8007
for details on how Polyon® Fertilizer
with Ronstar® can be your answer to

successful turf.

FERTILIZER

e §u Qeason fertlizer and herbicide yoube been cownting on.




FOREWORDS

maintained during summer and early
fall at less than 1/4 inch, and we don’t
even have the everyday stress of golfers!
Tifdwarf is tolerant of a 3/16-inch cut.
However, if it is cut much below this
height for any length of time in bad
weather, it will look as bad as Tifgreen.
Golf courses still use Tifdwarf because
no other grass selection has proven to
be any better.

Furthermore, golfers and owners
have no basis for judgment of a good or
bad superintendent if they keep
changing the superintendent every
couple of years. As with any
professional pursuit, you learn from
experience. I have never seen two golf
courses react the same. For that matter,
I have never seen two greens on a golf
course react to weather and stresses
exactly the same. It will take a
minimum of a year for a new

superintendent to become familiar with
a golf course as he needs to see how it
responds to various weather patterns
and maintenance practices. It is
obvious to me that changing
superintendents does not solve a golf
course’s problems. Each new
superintendent at a course eventually
calls me with the same problem that
the prior superintendent had. There are
a number of courses in southern
Florida that I know better than the
membership or owner. I am not
complaining. I am happy to help, but it
is a waste of resources (i.e., taxpayers’
money) for me to go to the same
course each year to view the same
problem because the membership or
owner will not allow the
superintendent to implement my
suggestions or the suggestions of other
professionals.

Superintendents should be
applauded for their management.
Instead they are dismissed. How do
they explain their dismissal to their
children? How would you, the golfer,
explain this to his or her family? “Well,
kids, I like fast greens and your father
or mother couldn’t keep them fast
enough for me when we had rain every
day. Now, don’t blame it on me. Blame
Mother Nature.” Get real, folks!
Growing grass that is constantly under
stress is an achievement that should be
applauded. If I had my choice, a golfer
would not be allowed to play until he
or she spent a month in the
superintendent’s shoes listening to
complaints from fellow golfers.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Elliott originally sent
this unsolicited letter to Golf Digest.

-

Aquatlc

A ;
- % anagemen

1-800-432-2214
1-407-622-0667
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Howard Fertilizers

QUALITY FERTILIZERS & CHEMICALS
FOR THE TURF INDUSTRY

3930 RCA Blvd. #3009
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

1 800-666-5253
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On greens. On tees. On fairways, roughs, flower beds, transplants
— even in your divot mix. Milorganite delivers outstanding results for
a uniform playing surface. No other fertilizer is easier on plants or
simpler to use. Milorganite's slow release, organic nutrients won't
burn or cause a flush of growth. Plus, it's high in
micronutrients such as iron to promote dense, vigorous turf.

And Milorganite resists leaching, for a sound environmental
profile. So call your distributor today, or call Milorganite's

turf professionals direct at 1-800-304-6204. It’s easy.
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Mike Barger:
Mr. Dade County

BY KELLY CRAGIN

The South Florida Chapter nominated
Mike Barger for the 1995 FGCSA
President’s Award for his outstanding
service to the industry over the past 30
years. Mike’s passion for the
superintendent’s profession brought him
together with now longtime friend Tom
Mascaro. Mikeand Tom worked together
to help establish the magazine we now
know as the Florida Green. Tom says that
most of the things he and Mike did are

President’s Award

Winners: 1995

Mike Barger
Paul Frank

Bill Wright

“unprintable,” but they had some great
times promoting the profession. Mike
became one of the first editors of the
Florida Green,
which helped ad-
vance his knowl-
edge of the golf
course industry.

Mike Barger
began working
for the Dade
Parks
and Recreation
Department in
the 1960s. He
worked on
Greynolds Golf
Course, which
had just been completed. From there he
moved to Crandon Park on Key Biscayne
fortwo years, then was promoted to man-
ager of Greynolds Park and Haulover
Park. Mike acquired considerable exper-

county
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“When asked
about his retirement
hobbies, Mike said,
“Golf, of course.”

tise in his beginnings
with Dade County,
which opened up the
door for his future.

The Village of Miami
Shores asked Mike to be
their golf course super-
intendent, with an offer
he couldn’t refuse. After
two years, he moved on
to the City of Miami
Beach, where he was of-
fered the position to
oversee its three courses,
Bayshore GC, Nor-
mandy GC and the
Beaches Par 3 GC.

Mike moved on in

1974 to become super-
intendent at the City of
Coral Gables GC. He brought his experi-
ence to this municipality, where he de-
veloped short- and long-range plans for
the Biltmore GC, the Granada GC and
the parks in the city.

With the retirement of the director of
public service, Mike applied for the job
which would see him to his own retire-

ment in 1994. As the director of public
service, his responsibilities included the

Mike Barger helped found The South Florida
Green which grew intoThe Florida Green.

Waste Division, the Landscape Manage-
ment Division, the Golf Course Division
and the Administration Division of Pub-
lic Service. He was responsible for over
100 employees with job that ranged from
landscaping city streets, parks and play-
grounds to maintaining the Biltmoreand
Granada courses.

After 20 years of service to the City of
Coral Gables, Mike decided to retire. The
first thing he did to ease the retirement
blues was take a month’s vacation in
China. He presently does some consult-
ingon the side, but Mike’s main objective
is just to enjoy himself. When asked about
his retirement hobbies, Mike said, “Golf,
of course.”

Author’s note: Many thanks to Tom
Mascaro for his contributions to thisarticle.
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SCIMITAR"* GC.

AN INSECTICIDE YOU CAN TRUST.

rust SCIMITAR GC to give you the

control you need on your grounds
and the confidence you demand for your
golfers. With advanced pyrethroid technology,
SCIMITAR GC offers a new tool for the turf
manager. Specially formulated for golf courses,
SCIMITAR GC delivers both fast-action and
extended-release control at incredibly low use
rates. It goes after a variety of tough turf and
ornamental insects, including chinch bugs,
mole crickets and sod webworms. And it

never leaves an annoying odor.

ZENECA Professional Products

For the optimal control you need
and the confidence you demand, trust

SCIMITAR GC on your grounds.

For more information, contact

your Zeneca representative, or

call 1-800-759-2500.
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Always read and follow label directions carefully.
SCIMITAR GC is a restricted use pesticide

SCIMITAR® is a trademark of a Zeneca Group Company.
©1996. Zeneca Inc. A business unit of Zeneca Inc
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